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DIRECTOR’S COLUMN

Welcome to the first issue of the new Tennessee State Museum quarterly newsletter, the first since we 
opened in our new location in October of last year. Much has happened since that day in October 
when we opened our doors to introduce a new generation of visitors to a new approach to telling 

Tennessee’s stories. On display are thousands of important artifacts to the state’s history–many iconic and 
remembered from our previous location; many never-before-seen—along with stunning graphic imagery, 
informative documentary films and engaging interactive exhibits that go deeper in the people, places and 
events that have contributed to making Tennessee what it is today.

Those stories are not static though, and will continue to be enhanced by new artifacts and interpretation 
over time. This month, as highlighted in our cover story, we open Between the Layers: Art and Story in 
Tennessee.  This exhibition pulls from our extensive collection of Tennessee quilts to explore not only artistic 
expression, but tell the stories of quilts makers and users. 

Tennessee’s stories are also told in our ongoing programming and special events.  Check out our events 
calendar at the back of the book for a listing of what’s coming up at the Museum, including those events 
related to our quilts exhibition, like our conversation in March between legendary quilt artist Bets Ramsey 
and quilt historian, Merikay Waldvogel. Many of these take place in our Digital Learning Center. 

Thank you to all of you who have helped make this museum a reality. We are planning a campaign wrap-up 
in a future newsletter issue to recognize all donors to the project. Make time for Tennessee history, art, and 
culture. Come visit us in the next few months to see what has changed since our opening, and what your 
museum has in store for the future.

With thanks,

FROM THE 
DIRECTOR

Ashley Howell, Executive Director
Tennessee State Museum
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Make Time for History
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Above: Eight Women with Their Quilt, postcard, about 1920. 2000.80.7.1

February 8 – July 7, 2019
“On the rough wet grass of the back yard my father and 
mother have spread quilts. We all lie there, my mother, 
my father, my uncle, my aunt, and I too am lying there. 
They are not talking much, and the talk is quiet, of 
nothing in particular, of nothing at all. The stars are 
wide and alive, they seem each like a smile of great 
sweetness, and they seem very near.” 

James Agee, from “Summer: Knoxville, 1915.”

For more than 200 years, colorful bed quilts have 
been a traditional way to brighten beds and 
decorate Tennessee homes. Manifestations of a 

maker’s dedication to family, as well as sources of 
warmth and comfort, individually-crafted quilts 
are also creative expressions. A quilt’s three layers 
of top, filler and back may further hold a wealth 
of hidden stories—private stories, economic or 
political stories, stories of race and gender, and 
stories of changing tastes. All are imbued with the 
emotions and memories of those who made them 
and experienced them.

Between the Layers: Art and Story in Tennessee 
Quilts, selected from the Tennessee State Museum’s 
vast collection of quilts, highlights the artistry and 
diversity of the state’s quilt makers and the great 
variety of stories their quilts tell. It is the Museum’s 

(Continued on next page)
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first new exhibition since its grand opening, and runs from 
February 8 – July 7, 2019.

One of those stories—and centerpiece of the exhibition —is 
Rebecah Foster’s 1808 Eagle Quilt. While little may be known 
about its creator’s life, the quilt she crafted reveals plenty about 
her,  as well as the time and environment in which she lived. 
Foster signed and dated her striking work, October 5, 1808, 
making it the earliest known written date on a Tennessee quilt. 
The decoration expresses enthusiastic loyalty during a time 
when U.S. relations with England were strained, working up 
to the War of 1812. Producing the quilt was an opportunity 
for Foster not only to show fervor for her country, but also to 
express her creativity and show off many talents expected of an 
educated Tennessee frontier woman—among them needle skills, 
spinning, and weaving. She follows design fashions of her time, 
and enhances her quilt with virtuoso appliqué, embroidery and 
complex quilting. Considering that it was made more than two 
centuries ago, the Eagle Quilt has survived in amazingly good 
condition, indicating that it was used very little and treasured by 
generations for both its message and its remarkable artistry. 

Fifty-seven years later, during the Civil War, family tradition holds 
that Victoria Darwin Caldwell (1839 –1919) of Rhea County 

reportedly hid her family’s prized possessions, including her 
quilts, under the floorboards of her home to protect them from 
pillaging by soldiers and bandits. On exhibit in the show, her 
Feathered Star quilt, sewn in the last months of the war or shortly 
after, the stars are in patriotic red, white, and blue, perhaps 
celebrating the end of that fearful time. The all-over, irregular 
background stitching, known as stipple quilting, was common in 
the early 1800s, while stuffing certain areas to form raised designs 
in the background was a specialty of the Rhea County area. There 
is also an unusual, complex fringe that was part of Caldwell’s 
personal style.

Detail of Cameo, designed by Anne Orr (about 1937, 2019.2), and Apple 
Blossoms, made for Quilter’s Haven in Bell Buckle, TN (1980s, 88.122.4)

Senior Curator of Fashion & Textiles Candace Adelson, Ph.D., 
installing Apple Blossoms

Senior Curator of Fashion & Textiles Candace Adelson, Ph.D., watching  
conservator Margaret Ordoñez prepare Cameo for installation
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Born near Chattanooga, Bets Ramsey (1932– ) was an early participant in the international fiber art 
movement of the 1960s, which validated and encouraged the use of fiber-based materials like cloth and 
thread for creating fine art. Inspired by her grandmother’s quilts, she began exploring art quilting in 
1972, about the time when other artists also began making quilted wall hangings alongside their creative 
quilted bed covers. A co-author with Merikay Waldvogel of the seminal work, The Quilts of Tennessee: 
Images of Domestic Life Prior to 1930 and still actively quilting, Ramsey is a Quilters Hall of Fame inductee 
and Tennessee Governor Arts Award recipient who continues to contribute both to the historical study of 
quilt heritage and the quest for new possibilities within this traditional art form. Her quilted wall hanging, 
Wondrous Star (1973—74), hangs in the show. Ramsey is also featured in a special video demonstration of 
quilt structure and technique in the gallery.

Other quilts and stories highlighted in the exhibition include a Log Cabin pattern quilt (1865–75), by 
Jane C. Barnett, made in Shelby or Maury County; People of the World (1979), by Lillian Beattie, a quilter 
of Portuguese and Cherokee descent, from McMinn and Hamilton Counties; a Double Wedding Ring 
pattern quilt (1920–35), by African American quilter Harriet M. Falls of Robertson County; a Dutch Tulip 
pattern quilt (1897–1902), by Frances Mary “Fannie” Powers, of Rutherford County; a Rocky Mountain 
Road pattern quilt (1850–60), by a member of the Bacon Family of Roane County, created with the help 
of enslaved forced labor; a Flower Basket variation pattern quilt (1861–62), by Nancy Isabel “Nannie” 
Hendricks of Obion County; an Eight-Pointed Star quilt by Leroy Gannon (1914–2002) from Jefferson City, 
and many more.

Between the Layers: Art and Story of Tennessee Quilts is complemented by a broad range of programming, 
including quilting classes, demonstrations in the gallery, a Lunch & Learn lecture on the diversity of 
quilts throughout the state, a conversation with Bets Ramsey and Merikay Waldvogel, a quilt history and 
identification day for the public, digital initiatives and more. More information about the exhibition and 
associated programming is available at tnmuseum.org.

Candace Adelson
Senior Curator of Fashion and Textiles

A Grandmother’s Flower Garden pattern quilt by an unidentified maker, probably Tennessee, 1950s, 2004.101
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“Today, we open our doors, and we open our minds,” said Ashley Howell, Tennessee State Museum executive 
director, when the new Tennessee State Museum opened in the fall of 2018.  “We open our minds to learn 
more about those who lived, and served and died; to learn more about creativity, ingenuity, and persever-
ance that shapes our history, art and culture. “

By the end of 2018, more than 45,000 visitors came through those doors to open their minds, among them 
close to 7,000 students, teachers and chaperones from close to 100 schools. While here, visitors engaged 
with thousands of artifacts and their stories, watched a half-dozen films and ran their fingers across the state 
of Tennessee through multiple interactive tables. In The State of Sound: Tennessee’s Musical Heritage, they 
donned headphones to explore a century of Tennessee music.

It’s all part of the immersive, multi-layered experience in the new Museum. It starts with the Tennessee 
Time Tunnel, which covers 13,000 years of history and gives a snapshot of the important events – from 
the geological to cultural – and people that shaped both the history of our state and our nation. Starting 
with Natural History and First Peoples, visitors are encouraged to dig deeper with our ongoing exhibitions 
Forging a Nation (1760-1860), The Civil War and Reconstruction (1860-1870), Change and Challenge (1870 
to 1945), and the most contemporary gallery, Tennessee Transforms (1945 to Present), which highlights 
the impact on Tennesseans of post-war innovations, the Civil Rights Movement, and the development of 
Tennessee’s music industries, among many other social shifts. Many of the exhibitions include objects from 
the Museum’s collections that have never been previously exhibited; each with a unique and fascinating 
story to tell. For families with young children, there is also the Children’s Gallery, which offers a reading area 
and activity stations in a room surrounded by a whimsical Tennessee-themed mural.

The building that houses the Museum, and its architectural details, is a work of art itself. It includes 
Tennessee touches: limestone, Quaker gray marble from Knoxville, and Crab Orchard Gray and Blue Stone 
from Crab Orchard, along with accents of granite, bronze and terrazzo. In the Grand Hall, three stars inlaid in 
the floor represent Tennessee’s three grand divisions; on the ceiling, 96 lights reflect each county in the state 
(with one extra for the people of the state). The Grand Hall, exterior veranda and interior circulation all take 
advantage of the prominent view of the State Capitol.

The Digital Learning Center, on the first floor just off the Grand Hall, has also become a destination. Since 
our opening, it has hosted numerous Lunch & Learn lectures, conference and community events and a 
conversation with legendary pop artist, Red Grooms.

A New Home for Tennessee’s Thousands of Stories
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In The Temporary Galleries
Tennessee and the Great 
War: A Centennial Exhibition

From the first inhabitants in what would 
become Tennessee, thousands of years ago, 
to people living here today, decorative and 

utilitarian art have been an important outlet 
for expressing who we are and how we live. 
Hand-made objects are a constant in the history 
of design in Tennessee, and the Museum has 
gathered in this exhibition the finest collection of 
artistic expressions from our state. The exhibition 
begins with Southeastern Indian ancestral 
figures, celts, pipes, ceramics, and basketry, which 
continues on to join textiles, ceramics, furniture, 
silver, jewelry, weapons, paintings, sculpture, 
prints, toys, photography, and musical instruments 
of later centuries. Other highlights include:

• The work of Ralph E. W. Earl, the first professional 
artist who settled in Tennessee in 1817 when he 
came to do a portrait of Andrew Jackson.

• The paintings of James Cameron, who arrived 
in Knoxville and then Chattanooga shortly before 
the Civil War, and was one of the first artists to fall 
in love with the renowned variety of Tennessee’s 
beautiful landscapes.

• The canvases of John Stokes, an example of the 
artists who captured images of Tennessee as he 
was passing through our land.

Early Expressions: Art in Tennessee Before 1900

From the summer of 1914 until the spring of 1917, European 
nations were engaged in a global conflict that was 
supposed to be the “War to End All Wars,” while the United 

States remained a neutral country. President Woodrow Wilson 
had tried to keep America out of the war but forces inside 
and outside of the nation compromised its neutral stance and 
the U.S. entered the conflict on April 6, 1917. This exhibition 
highlights the more than 61,000 Tennesseans who were drafted 
into the war and another 19,000 who volunteered. Most served 
in the army, but some joined other service branches. All served 
courageously, particularly the six Tennesseans who earned 
the Medal of Honor. In addition to those who served overseas, 
many, including women, contributed through war industries 
and volunteer organizations that mobilized at home. Learn 
more about Tennessee’s role in WWI, along with a survey of the 
state’s military history, though the ongoing exhibitions at the 
Museum’s Military Branch, located in the War Memorial Building 
in downtown Nashville.
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The State of Sound: 
                              Tennessee’s Musical Heritage

Tennessee has earned a worldwide reputation as an important music center. The State of Sound 
illustrates the development of Tennessee music from pre-Columbian times to the present, telling the 
story through artifacts and audio-visual media. The visitor will understand technological and cultural 

changes that effected the development of hybrid forms like ragtime, rhythm and blues, gospel, rock and 
roll, and soul, all of which were produced and played by Tennessee musicians. Throughout the gallery, from 
“Discovering Tennessee’s Musical Roots” to “Tennessee Music in the Industrial Age” to “Tennessee Music 
Comes of Age (1910-1945)” and finally “Taking Tennessee Music to the World,” the visitor will learn about 
the people, places, and events that transformed Tennessee into an internationally celebrated music center 
through an array of artifacts. Highlights include an early Parlor Guitar from Pulaski, images and records 
connected to the Fisk Jubilee Singers, a bow tie worn by Jimmy Rodgers, and a performance outfit worn by 
Isaac Hayes.



In Search of the New: Art in Tennessee After 1900

Museums collect artifacts for the education and enjoyment 
of the public. Artifacts have their own stories to tell, 
and research yields new discoveries about their 

secrets. They are at the heart of the Tennessee State Museum’s 
mission to procure, preserve, exhibit, and interpret objects. The 
Museum strives to reflect the diversity of Tennesseans and their 
experiences in its artifact collections. These exhibits highlight 
how artifacts provide connections to the past. See artifacts 
like handmade baskets from Cannon County, a Tennessee tax 
ledger related to the infamous Whiskey Rebellion, and recording 
equipment owned by Estelle Axton of Stax Records in Memphis.

Left: Sally Vaughan, Return from the Hunt, 1974, oil on board

Why Do Museums Collect?

At the opening of the 20th century, Tennessee was transitioning 
from a primarily agrarian economy to a mixed one. Artists 
began to go out with newly-invented chemically-produced 

pigments in paint tubes, and that freed them to paint outdoors 
from reality, rather than from sketches. Experiments in new ways 
of depicting the world also very gradually crept into Tennessee as 
well. Artists represented in this show include Mayna Treanor Avent 
and Willie Betty Newman, two woman artists who went to Paris in 
the late nineteenth century to take painting lessons. Other artists 
visited the state, or passed through, including Will Henry Stevens, 
Rudolph Ingerle, and Ernest Lawson. The Great Depression brought 
opportunity as well as hardship, with the WPA paying artists to 
create murals for government buildings across the state. Studies by 
Dean Cornwell, Luis Mora and George Davidson are in the collection. 
Following World War II, artists such as Philip Perkins came back 
home. Eugene Vitale Biel-Bienne came to Tennessee from Paris, and 
taught other artists. These influences began to move some of our 
artists to use expressionism, abstraction, and surrealism.

Today, Tennessee artists like Nashville-natives Red Grooms and 
Robert Ryman have made international names for themselves. 
Margaret Ellis made a name for herself with a jewelry line, and 
Richard Jolley is an internationally-known glass artist. Traditional 
crafts are also thriving. Akira and Larry Blount made dolls that 
are widely collected. William Edmondson is a legend in outsider 
sculpture. Wendy Maruyama brought a new style of Studio Furniture 
to the Appalachian Center for Crafts. Mark Taylor makes some of the 
finest musical instruments today. All of them are a reminder that the 
arts are very much alive and well in Tennessee.

Right: Akira Blount, Bird-Girl Doll on Chair, 2000, mixed media
Craig Nutt, Okra Tri-Pod Table, 1990, tupelo and maple

7



EDUCATION NEWS
New Educator Advisory Group 
Forming 

The Museum is forming a new Educator Advisory Group.  
This 12-member group will be comprised of teachers and 
school administrators from across the state, who will advise 

the Museum’s education department on developing the most 
relevant and useful programs for Tennessee teachers. If you are 
an educator, or you know of an educator who would make a 
good board member, please visit our web site at tnmuseum.org 
or email our K-12 education manager, Christopher Grisham, at 
Christopher.Grisham@tn.gov.

Launching the New Digital 
Learning Program
This spring the Tennessee State Museum will pilot a new digital 
learning program. This program serves to connect the Museum’s 
wonderful collection and exhibit galleries to schools across the 
state. Through our digital platforms, the Museum will launch 
three programs, including Mystery Skype, an investigative 
geography activity; Interviewing Tennessee History, in which 
students question a historical figure: and Artifact Forensics, a 
lesson on object and primary source analysis .

Teacher Professional 
Development Opportunities
The Tennessee State Museum has several opportunities for 
educators to gain professional development hours while 
learning great strategies for integrating the state’s artifacts and 
exhibits into their classroom teaching. This year we have several 
professional development opportunities scheduled in all three 
grand divisions. Those that are already scheduled include:

• Tennessee Council for the Social Studies (Gatlinburg)  
March 7-8, 2019

• Discover Tennessee Day! (Jackson) 
June 4, 2019

• Tennessee State Museum (Nashville) 
June 14 and July 23, 2019
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Below: Families enjoy educational activities in the new  
Children’s Gallery.
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STATEWIDE NEWS

The Tennessee State Museum is a member of the Tennessee Woman 
Suffrage Centennial Collaborative (TWSCC), an organization that was 
organized to commemorate the passing of the Nineteenth Amendment 

of the U.S. Constitution granting American women the right to vote.

On Friday, March 29, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., TWSCC will present “Teaching 
Woman’s Suffrage,” a free educator’s workshop, at the Pink Palace Museum in 
Memphis. The featured speaker will be Dr. Beverly Bond, Associate Professor of 
History at the University of Memphis. To register, email Kira Duke at 
 kira.duke@mtsu.edu. 

On Saturday, March 30, at 1 p.m., TWSCC will present a free public symposium 
at the Pink Palace Museum. Guest speakers include Dr. Nicole Etcheson, 
Alexander M. Bracken Professor of History, Ball State University, who will 
present “When Women Do Military Duty: Woman Suffrage in the Civil War Era.” 
She will examine how the Civil War created, rather than removed, obstacles to 
woman suffrage.

At 2 p.m., Dr. Sarah Wilkerson-Freeman, Professor of History, Arkansas State 
University will present “Charl Ormand Williams: A Career in Suffrage.” Williams, 
a native of Arlington, Tennessee, began her political career as Superintendent 
of Shelby County Public Schools during the 1910s. Her expansion and 
improvement of black and white schools in her districts made her a national 
leader in the public education movement.

And at 3 p.m., Bond will present “To Prepare Her for the Duties of Life: 
Envisioning Black Womanhood in Post-Emancipation Memphis.” She will 
examine how black women negotiated boundaries of race, class, and gender in 
Memphis in the second half of the 19th century.

The event is free to the public and no registration is required. For more 
information, contact Mary.Skinner@tn.gov.

The Road to Suffrage: Memphis 
A Program of the Tennessee Woman 
Suffrage Centennial Collaborative

Suffrage Parade in downtown Memphis c. 1910. Courtesy 
Pink Palace Photograph Collection. Memphis and Shelby 
County Room, Memphis Public Library & Information Center.

B. B. King, “King of the Blues,” by Murray Lee. 
Image courtesy of Tennessee State Photographic Services.

The Museum’s traveling exhibition, I Have a Voice: Tennessee’s African American 
Musical Heritage, will run from February 14 – April 30, 2019, at The Birthplace 
of Country Music Museum in Bristol, Virginia. The award-winning exhibition 
introduces viewers to many famous Tennessee music legends — from Bessie 
Smith, who was nicknamed the “Empress of the Blues” to B.B. King, often 
referred to as the “King of the Blues” — from Grand Ole Opry star DeFord Bailey 
to Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee Tina Turner. Visitors learn about the 
many Tennessee African American men and women who made their mark on 
American music from ragtime to Motown.

I Have a Voice Exhibition Travels  
to The Birthplace of Country Music 
Museum in Bristol  
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NEW AQUISITIONS

This carte de visite photograph 
of Andrew Johnson, taken at the 
Washington, DC, studio of Alexander 
Gardner in 1865, is likely one of the 
earliest photographs made of Johnson 
after he became president following 
the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. 
Johnson served the remainder of 
Lincoln’s term from 1865 to 1869. 
Johnson backed the abolition of slavery 
but did not support full civil rights for 
African Americans. Johnson’s stances 
brought him into conflict with Congress, 
which ultimately led to his impeachment. 
However,  he did remain in office by one 
vote. 

Photographer Alexander Gardner was 
born in Scotland and, by 1856, had 
settled in New York City where he took a 
job working for photographer Matthew 
Brady. When the Civil War began in 
1861, Gardner became an honorary 
captain under Union General George 
McClellan allowing him access to travel 
with and photograph army operations. 
Gardner eventually established his own 
photographic studio.

Photograph of President 
Andrew Johnson

At the beginning of World War II, the 
secret initiative to develop an atomic 
bomb code named the Manhattan 
Project, needed Uranium 235 to be 
separated from Uranium 238. One of the 
plants, Y-12 at Oak Ridge, used powerful 
magnets called Calutrons to separate the 
isotopes.  Workers, mostly women, sat on 
stools in front of a panel of gauges and 
manually controlled the magnets to get 
the maximum U-235 production.  

The American Museum of Science 
and Energy transferred one of the 
original stools to the Tennessee State 
Museum this year.  A 1944 Ed Westcott 
photograph of the stools in use is 
featured in the Secret City exhibit in the 
World War II area of the Museum.

Image: 1944 photograph by Ed Westcott, 
the official US Army photographer for the 
Manhattan Project. Cubicle operators at 
Y-12 standing at their stations.

Calutron Stool Used at Y-12 
Plant in Oak Ridge, TN, in the 
1940s

Livestock farming has historically 
been an important part of Tennessee’s 
economy. James Alvin Garrison 
(1926-1973) built this scale model of 
a dairy barn in 1972-73. He based it 
on his recollections of a barn that was 
destroyed by fire in the 1940s at his 
family’s dairy farm in the Beaver Creek/
Karns region of Knoxville.

A dentist by profession, Garrison 
created an incredibly detailed model. It 
is made almost completely of cut and 
stained/painted wood. The alley and 
loft doors operate, and the inside pens 
are authentically executed. Garrison 
installed electric lighting for the interior. 
The model was donated to the museum 
in Garrison’s memory by his grandson, 
Ethan Garrison Young.

Dairy Barn Model Made by 
James Alvin Garrison 
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Initially, this 1918-19 Ford Model T truck, recently acquired by the Museum, was a civilian 
model car, but it was converted into a truck and given a new engine and an electric 
starter. The chassis is original, although the current wooden bed is much newer. It’s easy 
to see why so many owners stripped their cars down for a more practical vehicle when a 
truck chassis cost $600 in 1918, nearly twice that of the standard Model T car.

Trucks like this were indispensable during World War I and served a range of purposes, 
particularly as ambulances and transport vehicles, with and without canvas covers. 

Photograph from the Museum’s collection showing a Model T truck used by the Signal Corps 
Photographic Unit in World War 1, dated August 7, 1918. 2015.77.309
 

WWI-era Ford Model T Truck

Born in Humphreys, Mississippi, Mary Reynolds (1905-1997) married William Goins Sr. of 
Lake Providence, Tennessee. This community was founded by freed African Americans in 
Davidson County following the Civil War and was named for Lake Providence Missionary 
Baptist Church, which remains an important institution in the community.

By 1940, the Goins worked at the Travellers Rest Arabian Horse Stud Farm on Del Rio 
Pike in Williamson County. Mary Reynolds Goins made this quilt and gave it to Rufus 
Dickinson, the young son of the owners of the farm. According to Dickinson, she created 
the “flying geese” motif in the quilt using pieces of material from Dickinson’s discarded 
clothing. The Goins later moved to Wagoner, Oklahoma. Dickinson donated this well-
loved quilt in memory of Mary Reynolds Goins and her family and his parents, Jacob 
McGavock Dickinson and Margaret Adams Seeger.

Flying Geese Quilt made by Mary Reynolds Goins in 1941 

Anne Dallas Dudley of Nashville was an important leader in women’s fight for the vote. In 
addition to serving as president of a statewide suffrage organization, Dudley was elected 
as an officer of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. She contested 
attempts by opponents to portray suffragists as anti-family by appearing publically with 
her children. Her hard work in advocating for women’s right to vote helped to make the 
suffrage cause successful in Tennessee and the nation. In 1920, the Tennessee General 
Assembly ratified the 19th Amendment, providing the final state’s approval needed to 
ensure women’s right to vote throughout the United States. This portrait of Dudley was 
painted by artist Goode P. Davis about 1950.

Portrait of Tennessee Suffragist Anne Dallas Dudley by Goode 
P. Davis (c. 1950)

In November 1812, Andrew Jackson, a major general in command of a division of the 
Tennessee Militia totaling some two thousand men, was ordered south to defend the 
port city of New Orleans. When he reached Natchez, Mississippi, Jackson received 
word from the War Department that he and his men were no longer needed, and he 
would be required to dismiss them without pay. Jackson vowed personally to finance 
the journey back to Nashville. Giving his own horses for the benefit of the sick, Jackson 
walked during the journey home along the Natchez Trace with his men, enduring the 
same hardships and dispensing both encouragement and discipline, earning him the 
nickname, “Old Hickory.” After returning to Nashville in 1813, Jackson had this receipt 
prepared to pay Edward Mitchell, the owner of Mitchell’s Stand, for the transportation on 
wagons of wounded and sick men through the Choctaw Nation.

Andrew Jackson Payment Letter Issued During the War of 1812
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As a leading figure in the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. used non-violent means to fight for equal rights for African 
Americans. When sanitation workers in Memphis, who were mostly 

African Americans, began striking for safer working conditions and fair 
wages in 1968, King offered his support. He came to Memphis to speak at 
gatherings and plan marches. Tragically while standing on the balcony of 
the Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968, he was assassinated by James Earl Ray. 

Stunned civil rights demonstrators vowed to carry on King’s mission in 
Memphis. On April 8, 1968, thousands of peaceful protesters, including 
King’s widow Coretta Scott King, marched in Memphis carrying signs 
that read, “Honor King: End Racism.” They were made at Allied Printing of 
Memphis and are a testament to how King’s message of ending racism 
continued after his death. One of those signs, recently acquired by the 
Museum, is currently on view in the Civil Rights section of the Tennessee 
Transforms gallery.

Collections Highlight
1968 Placard,“Honor King: End Racism!” 

Photograph of the Memphis, Tennessee, sanitation workers out on strike, and holding up printed signs reading “I AM A MAN.”
© Ernest C. Withers, courtesy of the Withers Family Trust.



THANK YOU
Membership
Summer/Fall 
2018      

Member New

Dr. Carol Ann Baily
Ms. Elizabeth Barna
Mr. Amir Begovic
Ms. Gail Bonneau
Maria Branch
Mr. Seawell Brandau
Sandra Bundrant
Mrs. Mary Cate
Ms. Barbara H. Cobb
Mr. Dan B. Coleman
Ann Cumbie
Michael Dettner & Brian 
   Owens
Bonnie Edwards
Richard Trever Edwards
Mr. Cole Ellett
Ms. Cathy Fuqua
Kelly Graham 
Ms. Lillian Granberry
Nancy Gurley
Ms. Ann S. Harris
Ms. Millie Jones
Pauline Kennedy
Kathryn Kimball
Courtney King
Miriam Lopez-Velez
Ms. Shonah McLean
Ms. Jane Merryman
Ms. Ellen Montwori
Mrs. Ann S. Orth
Mr. Earl W. Pullen
Victoria Ross
Kim Traynor
Mr. Chris Ward
Ms. Alice Warren
Eleanor Wilson

Member Renew

John Albert
Sherryl Arrington 
Dot Blue
Barri Bernstein
Ann Collett
Ms. Barbara Cox
Julia Crain
J. William Denny
Morel Enoch
Mrs. Phyllis Heard
Nancy Peterson Hearn
Mary H. Herbert
Ruth T. Hill
Rep. John Hood
Martha Jeffords
Shirley Manaley
Scott McAnally
Jack McCall Jr.
Bill McCarty
Larry Minniear
Andrew Potts
Ann R. Price
Carol Rehder
Nancy Russell
Mrs. Jack Shepherd
Mrs. Melissa Shull
Betty Smith
Tejash Vaidya
Helen Wright

Dual New

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rutherford
Mr. Ben Adams, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Arnett
Mary A. Bufwack & Robert K. 
Oermann
Ms. Betty Kate Jones
John & Maureen Organ
Terrence & Michele Smith
Dr. & Mrs. James D. Snell

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Stein
Bill & Susie Tolbert

Family New

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Adams
Lisa & Leroy Ellis and Family
Mr. & Mrs. David Ezzell
Jack & Jemie Lu Gilbert
Carole & Robert Kent 

Family Renew

Joe & Lochiel Gaines  
Bob, Peggy & David Guy
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Holmes
Walter & Sarah Knestick
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Ligon
Mr. & Mrs. L. Ray Sells
Arthur & Kirsten Smolensky

Contributing New

Aurelia Holden
Sophia Moore & Family

Contributing ReNew

Ms. Glennis Bassi
Mr. Thomas W. Beasley
Ms. Betty Bellamy
Linda Cartwright & Family
Dr. Virginia & Mr. Mark Cannon
Dr. Elizabeth Cato
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Christopher
Marty & Margot Deschenes
Mr. Ed Dismukes
Ms. Chloe Fort
Stanley & Phyllis Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Joel C. Gordon
Cordia Harrington
Mr. & Mrs. Steven D. Hawkins
Hon. Penny Harrington & 

Michael Hodges
Patricia & Howard Jones
Ms. Lois Knight & Dr. William 
   Schaffner
Terry Komp & Sherry Male
Robert & Julia Lowe
The Hon. & Mrs. W. Neal 
   McBrayer
Rep. Steve McDaniel
Ophelia & George Paine
Terry & Joanne Paulette
Suzanne & Clay Petrey
Patrick & Judy Sharbel
Mrs. Bertie Shriver
Edward & Betty Thackston
Irene Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Ridley Wills III 

Sustaining New

Robert & Linda Davidson

Sustaining Renew

Mr. Jack Belz, Belz 2008  
   Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Ferguson
Betty Stadler, EBS Foundation
Governor & Mrs. Don  
   Sundquist
Ms. Ruth R. Warner

John Sevier Society

Clare Armistead
Baulch Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Baulch
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Baulch Jr.
Mr. & Mr. Robert E. Baulch III
Jere & Linda Ervin
The Houghland Foundation
Ellen Hudson
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Kirshner

Mary Leland Wehner
Barbara & Justin Wilson, The  
   Justin P. Wilson Fund

Additional Donors

Sharon Dennis
Dr. Pepper Snapple
Pam Lewis, In Honor of Dan  
   Pomeroy and Jim Hoobler
Daniel Pomeroy

Members Opening 
of New Museum, 
Volunteers/In-Kind

Liz Alvey
David Andersen
Chick-fil-A, Metro Center
Kevin Cordell, Printing Etc. 
Jane Covington
Debra Danker, CEO, Danker &  
   Danker, Inc. / Marketing
Dunkin’ Donuts, Elliston Place
Lisa Falkenbach
Fox’s Donut Den, Green Hills
Leslie Hafner
Catherine Haire
Tootie Haskins
Import Flowers
Krispy Kreme, Elliston Place
Beth Lekander
Monell’s Catering
Nancy Russell
Cassie Winsett
Valerie Yancey

As of December 20, 2018

Below (L to R): Liz Alvey, Jane Covington, Leslie Hafner, Catherine Haire, Cassie Winsett, Valerie Yancey, Nancy Russell, Beth Lekander, Tootie Haskins, Debra 
Danker, Lisa Falkenbach, and State Museum Director Ashley Howell with guitarist David Alexander at the Membership Coffee during the Grand Opening.



THANK YOU
Governor’s Circle

Advance Financial Foundation
Asurion
AutoZone
The Ayers Foundation
Ann and Steve Bailey
Congressman Diane Black and Dr. 
David L. Black
BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee 
     Health Foundation
Jenny and Randy Boyd
Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund
W.L. Lyons Brown Foundation
Care Foundation of America
Andrea Waitt Carlton Family  
    Foundation
Mark and Cathy Cate
Steve and Lyn Cates
Connie and Tom Cigarran
Pete and Linda Claussen
Charlotte and Tom Cone
Andrea Conte and Phil Bredesen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Cook Jr.
CoreCivic Foundation
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store  
   Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Crockett
Mike Curb Family Foundation
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Eastman
EOA Architects
Ezell Foundation, Inc.
FedEx
First Tennessee Foundation
Bill and Babs Freeman
The Frist Foundation
Senator Bill and Tracy Frist
Bill and Crissy Haslam
Jim and Natalie Haslam
Jimmy and Dee Haslam
HCA Healthcare
State Representative Matthew &  
   Amanda Hill
Hyde Family Foundations
Martha Rivers Ingram
Jackson National Life Insurance  
   Company
Walter and Sarah Knestrick
Janet and Phil Lawson
Pamela Lewis
Charles and Shannon Martin
McWhorter Family Advised Fund
The Memorial Foundation

Nashville Convention and  
    Visitors Corp.
Dianne Ferrell Neal
Nissan North America, Inc.
Pilot Flying J
Justin and Valere Blair Potter  
   Foundation
Aubrey and Michele Preston
Rich and Memree Roberts
Carol and John T. Rochford
Anne L. and Joseph V. Russell Family
Ryman Hospitality Properties
Luke and Susan Simons
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Smith
Bob and Cathy Thomas,  
   John Z.C. Thomas
Tennessee Titans Foundation
Tennessee Valley Authority
Turner Construction
UBS
Michael Walden Family, Walden  
  Security
Colleen Conway Welch
Anne Potter Wilson Foundation

as of December 20, 2018           
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The Tennessee State Museum gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the Governor’s Circle. With gifts of $25,000 and above, the donors listed 
below have made the dream of a new state museum a reality for our state.

We are grateful to those 
many donors who 
have contributed to 

the Capital Campaign for the 
new Tennessee State Museum, 
including those who’ve chosen 
to purchase a paver on the 
pathway to the Museum. You 
have made the new Museum 
possible, and have helped set 
a course that will enable us to 
serve the people of Tennessee 
for generations to come. We 
plan to acknowledge your 
generosity in the coming 
months as we wrap up our 
2018-19 fiscal year and the 
Capital Campaign comes to a 
close. Thank you.

Capital Campaign
Right: View of Grand Opening Ceremonies from the 
verranda of the new Museum. 

Below: Ribbon Cutting: Former Governor Bill Haslam, 
Senator Lamar Alexander, former Speaker Beth Harwell 
and Tennessee State Museum executive director Ashley 
Howell are joined by other invited guests and dignitaries 
and students from John Early Museum Magnet Middle 
School to cut the ribbon marking the opening of the New 
Tennessee State Museum.  Photos by Nathan Morgan.
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A.J. Kazimi of the Cumberland Pharma Founda-
tion with Gerry Hayden of HealthStream at the 
“Celebrating Our National Heritage” luncheon.

Gift from the Tennessee 
Historical Society
The Tennessee Historical Society (THS) has allocated $15,000 from 
the proceeds of its “Celebrating Our National Heritage” luncheon 
in November for the conservation and interpretation of artifacts at 
the Tennessee State Museum. The luncheon, which was held at the 
new Museum, commemorated the 100th anniversary of the end of 
World War I and featured as its guest speaker, renowned World War I 
historian and author, Jennifer Keene, Ph.D. Guests also toured the 
Museum’s new exhibitions on Tennessee and its role in the war. The 
event, which was organized by THS Board member A.J. Kazimi of 
the Cumberland Pharma Foundation and THS staff, was attended 
by over 200 leaders in the business community. The Museum holds 
in trust the collection of the Tennessee Historical Society, which 
the state began managing in 1937.

As visitors approach the welcoming and expansive entry to the Museum, they walk a special pathway of 
Crab Orchard stones engraved with the names of generous donors and those they wish to honor and 
commemorate. There is still time to join those donors and be a part of Tennessee history. For any donation 

between $1,000 and $24,999 you can add your name, your company, or someone you would like to honor or 
commemorate. Visit tnmuseum.org/pavers or call us at (615) 770-5863.

Paving the Way
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HISTORY COMES ALIVE

The Grand Hall recently received some additional touches 
with the installation of frosted image panels. The graphics 
feature details of objects from the Museum’s permanent col-
lection and line the second floor rotunda, welcoming visitors 
with representations of handmade items, including quilts. Families who attended the Fall Home School Day enjoyed touring 

the Museum’s new exhibitions. The day was full of education events 
and activities. Another Home School Day is planned for the spring.

Museum curator Miranda Fraley-Rhodes leads a group through 
the Museum’s permanent exhibitions during a Highlights Tour. 
These informative tours are offered daily at 2 p.m.

Learotha Williams, Jr., Ph.D., associate professor of African  
American and public history and coordinator of the North  
Nashville Heritage Project at Tennessee State University present-
ed  history of North Nashville at January’s Lunch & Learn.  Join us 
in the future for one of these popular, monthly lunchtime events.

Charles “Red” Grooms, 
the Tennessee-born, in-

ternationally-acclaimed 
pop artist, discussed his life 

and work with Jim Hoobler, 
TSM senior curator of art and 

architecture, and Walter Knestrick, 
a life-long friend and collector of 

Grooms. He also autographed his art catalogs, 
which are for sale in the Museum Store. 
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13 — Lunch & Learn: Tiffany 
Momon, “Touring the Little 
Known Locales of Tennessee 
Quilting” 
Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Tiffany Momon, a Visiting Research Professor 
at the MTSU Center for Historic Preservation, 
will give a presentation on the artist behind 
the creation of a Double Wedding Ring quilt 
in the Museum’s current quilt exhibition, 
Between the Layers: Art and Story in Tennessee 
Quilts. The quilt was created by Harriet 
Meneese Falls, a formerly enslaved African 
American woman living in Robertson County, 
Tennessee. She worked as a nanny for Maxine 
Elliott, for whom she later created the quilt. 
This presentation will delve deeper into 
Harriet’s life, revealing the story between the 
layers of her work of art.

16 — Free Documentary 
Screening: “Mr. Temple and 
the Tigerbelles”
2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Mr. Temple and the Tigerbelles is the story 
of legendary track and field TSU (Tennessee 
State University) coach Ed Temple and the 
incredible group of 40 African American 
female athletes who broke the color barrier 
of the Olympics during the Jim Crow era, 
snagging 23 medals, 16 of them gold, 
the most renowned of whom was Wilma 
Rudolf, who in Rome 1960 became the first 
American to win three gold medals in one 
Olympic.  

A panel discussion will follow with 
moderator, TSU alumnus and current 
Criminal Court Clerk of Davidson 
County in the Twentieth Judicial District, 
Howard Gentry (who also appears in the 
documentary), Film Director and MTSU 
Professor Tom Neff, and former Tigerbelle 
and Olympic Gold Medal winner Chandra 
Cheeseborough. 

1 and 2 — Poetry Out Loud 
State Competition 
Time TBD

Co-presented with the Tennessee Arts 
Commission, this statewide competition 
encourages the study of great poetry 
through a dynamic recitation competition for 
high school students. 

MARCH

Recurring Programs

Highlight Tours of the Museum 
exhibitions are offered every day at 2 
p.m. The Museum features some never-
before-seen artifacts. Our Museum
Highlights guided tour is a great way
to see some of those artifacts and hear
the stories of Tennessee. Join one of our
experienced guides as they unlock the
stories of these one-of-kind artifacts
from throughout Tennessee history.

Storytime takes place every Thursday 
and Saturday at 10:30 a.m. For children 
3 to 6 years old, this recurring event 
includes a book reading and craft or 
other activities. No reservations are 
required.

Some events require registration. RSVP 
at tnmuseum.org/calendar-of-events.
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13 — Lunch & Learn: 
Dr. Angela Keaton, 
“Discovering Women 
through Material Culture”
Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Tusculum University professor Dr. Angela 
Keaton will use museum artifacts to 
demonstrate how women’s history can 
be studied through material culture. 

14 — Tennessee Book Club
6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Presented in partnership with Nashville 
Public Libraries, join this monthly book 
club to hear from experts and discuss 
books of Tennessee history, authors and 
more. March’s selection is Full Court Press: 
How Pat Summit, a High School Basketball 
Player, and a Legal Team Changed the 
Game by Bill Hamilton & Amanda 
Swanson.

16 — In Conversation: 
Bets Ramsey & Merikay 
Waldvogel, Reflections on 
Tennessee Quilting by Two 
Master Quilters 
2:00 p.m.

Join quilt historian Merikay Waldvogel 
in a conversation with renowned textile 
artist Bets Ramsey. Along with many 
other accolades, both women have been 
inducted into “The Quilters Hall of Fame.”  
Attendees are encouraged to visit the 
quilt exhibition on the second level of the 
Museum before or after the talk.

TENNESSEE STATE MUSEUM |  WINTER 2019
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6 — Experience Tennessee Bus 
Trip to Knoxville
Time TBD

Join us for our spring trip to the town that is 
nicknamed Marble City. This trip will explore 
historic downtown Knoxville. 

11 — Tennessee Book Club
6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Presented in partnership with Nashville Public 
Libraries, join this monthly book club to hear 
from experts and discuss books of Tennessee 
history, authors and more. Visit tnmuseum.org 
for this month’s selection.
 
13 — Tennessee Quilts: 
Discovery and Identification 
2:00 p.m. 

In conjunction with our exhibition, Between 
the Layers: Art and Story in Tennessee Quilts, 
join us for this free all-day symposium with 
lectures from notable quilts experts and an 
opportunity to have your own quilts identified. 
Lecturers include Merikay Waldvogel, Margaret 
Ordonez and Teri Klaussen in the morning 
and afternoon. At 2:00 p.m., experts will help 
you identify key information about your own 
quilts. Registration for quilt identification 
forthcoming.

17 — Lunch & Learn: Ray Smith, 
“Stories from the Secret City”
Noon to 1:00 p.m.

The city of Oak Ridge was established by the 
US government in 1942 to serve as a home 
base to the Manhattan Project, and soon after 
became known as the Secret City. Join Ray 
Smith, former Oak Ridge Historian to learn 
about the history and legacy of the Oak Ridge 
site, through funny and moving stories. 
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Tennessee State Museum

Follow The Museum
Web: www.tnmuseum.org

Social Media: #tennesseestatemuseum

Dutch Tulip pattern quilt (1897-
1902), by Frances Mary “Fannie” 
Powers, of Rutherford County

ON THE COVER

#ColorOurCollections

Bring out your art supplies! The Museum invites you to get creative with our 
collection of artifacts. We are offering free coloring book pages featuring popular 
objects from our collection for you to paint as your own. 

#ColorOurCollections is a week-long coloring fest on social media organized 
by libraries, archives, and other cultural institutions around the world, and was 
launched by The New York Academy of Medicine Library in 2016.

You can download the coloring book pages all year long on our website at
tnmuseum.org/color-our-collection

When you’ve made your mark, show us your coloring page on social media! Tag 
the Museum and use the hashtag #ColorOurCollections. We can’t wait to see 
your colorful creations.

Facebook: @tnmuseum.org

Instagram: @tnstatemuseum

Twitter: @tnstatemuseum

Unless otherwise indicated, all photographs 
that appear in the newsletter are taken by 
Museum staff and are protected by copy-
right of the Tennessee State Museum. Any 
use of the images without permission from 
Museum staff is not permitted.
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Tennessee Museum Store

Celebrate your love for the new 
Tennessee State Museum with 
items from the Museum Store. 
Browse a selection of apparel, 
mugs, magnets, journals, and 
more to commemorate your visit. 

The Museum Store is open the 
same hours as the Museum and 
offers a unique history and art-
focused shopping experience. 
Find handmade items from 
artisans throughout Tennessee, 
along with state history-related 
merchandise, a vast collection of 
books, specialty gift items, and 
local foods.


