
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Planning Your Memorial or Funeral Service  

 
The Presbyterian Church (USA) considers the memorial or funeral service a service of worship wherein we give 
witness to the resurrection and thanksgiving to God for the life of the deceased. The Book of Order states: “The 
resurrection is a central doctrine of the Christian faith and shapes Christians’ attitudes and responses to the 
event of death. Death brings loss, sorrow, and grief to all. In the face of death, Christians affirm with tears and 
joy the hope of the gospel. Christians do not bear bereavement in isolation but are sustained by the power of the 
Spirit and the community of faith. The church offers a ministry of love and hope to all who grieve.” (W-
4.10001.) 

 
The content of the service is the responsibility of the officiating pastor and is guided by the Directory for 
Worship in the Book of Order. The Service of Witness to the Resurrection has some basic components which 
include: 
 

• Call to Worship 
• Opening Prayer 
• Readings from the Old and New Testaments 
• Tributes and Remembrances (optional) 
• Homily 
• Pastoral Prayer 
• The Lord’s Prayer 
• Music, hymns, or solos (optional) 
• Benediction 

 
These components may vary somewhat. The officiating pastor shapes the order of service in consultation with 
loved ones and the previously expressed wishes of the deceased. 
 
Once the service has been planned, Covenant Presbyterian Church will print the worship bulletin. 
 
Church members are encouraged to have their service at Covenant. A Christian’s memorial or funeral service in 
the church is appropriate because it gives a balanced perspective of death. In the church we baptize, marry, 
worship, and gather for fellowship in the name of the God who gives us life. These experiences enable us to see 
that death is a natural part of life and that for the Christian, death does not have the final word. 
 
The memorial or funeral service is a service of witness to the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. At a 
memorial service, neither the body nor the ashes are present. At a funeral service, the body or ashes of the 
deceased is present. Committal may follow or precede the memorial or funeral service, as preferred. The 
committal is a short service at the graveside or columbarium that specifically ministers to the needs of loved 
ones. It consists of brief scripture readings and prayers. The service often is a small gathering for close relatives 
of the deceased person. Typically at Covenant, the committal service precedes the memorial service. 
 
Music should be sacred and appropriate for a service of Christian worship.  Secular music is not permitted in the 
church service. The Director of Music of Covenant Presbyterian Church will secure the organist/pianist for all 
memorial or funeral services and will make suggestions for soloists. The Director maintains a listing of possible 
soloists. Any organist not on the staff of Covenant Presbyterian Church must be approved by the Director of 
Music. 
 

 



Planning Your Service 
 

Please express your wishes for your memorial or funeral service in the spaces provided.  Return this form to the 
church office where it will be kept in a confidential file until needed.  Keep one copy for your records or give a 
copy to a family member.  If you need guidance, the pastors or Covenant’s Coordinator of Memorial Services 
will visit with you regarding your wishes.  

 
Name:               
 
I wish to have a Memorial Service  □  or a Funeral Service  □ 
 
I wish to be buried  □  I wish to be cremated □ 
 
Location of the Committal and Memorial or Funeral Services: 
 
Name of Cemetery             
 
City         State      
 
Name of Church              
 
City         State      
 
Suggested Hymns found in Covenant’s Worship & Rejoice Hymnal (Not an exhaustive list): 

 
507 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   77 I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 
521 Abide With Me 429 If you Will Trust in God to Guide You 
100 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! 300 In the Garden 
505 All the Way my Savior Leads Me 428 It Is Well with My Soul 
422 Amazing Grace!   59 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
502 Be Thou My Vision 524 Lord of the Living 
447 Because He Lives 358 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
  91 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 405 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 
529 For All the Saints   14 Now Thank We All Our God 
  40 For the Beauty of the Earth   84 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
518 Give Thanks for Life 446 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
  72 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 438 On Eagle’s Wings 
501 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah   82 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
424 How Can I Keep from Singing? 522 Shall We Gather at the River 
411 How Firm a Foundation 544 The Church’s One Foundation 
  51 How Great Thou Art 310 Thine Is the Glory 

 
I wish to have the following hymns at my service: 
 
                
 
                
 
                



Suggested Scripture Readings (Not an exhaustive list) 
 
Old Testament Scripture  
Job 19:23-27 I know that my redeemer lives 
Psalm 23 The Lord is my Shepherd 
Psalm 46:1-5, 10-11 God is our refuge and strength 
Psalm 90:1-10 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
Psalm 103 Bless the Lord, O my soul 
Psalm 121 I lift up my eyes to the hills 
Psalm 139:1-18 O Lord, you have searched me and known me 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-14 For everything there is a season 
Isaiah 40:1-11, 27-31  Those who wait for the Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-3a When you pass through the waters 
Joel 2 Return to the Lord with all your heart 
  
New Testament Scripture  
Matthew 5:1-16 The Beatitudes 
Matthew 6:25-34 Do not worry about tomorrow 
John 11:17-27  I know he will rise again in the resurrection 
John 14:1-7, 25-27 Do not let your hearts be troubled 
Romans 5:1-11 Suffering produces endurance 
Romans 8:14-23, 31-39 Nothing can separate us from the love of God 
Romans 14:7-9 We do not live to ourselves 
I Corinthians 15:50-58 Death has been swallowed up in victory 
II Corinthians 4:16-5:1 A house eternal in the heavens 
Ephesians 2:4-10 By grace you have been saved through faith 
Ephesians 3:16-19 The love of Christ that surpasses knowledge 
Philippians 2:1-11 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus 
Philippians 3:12-16 Press on toward the goal  
Colossians 3:12-17 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts 
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 God will bring with him those who have died 
I Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing 
Hebrews 12:1-3  Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith 
Revelation 14:13 They will rest from their labors 
Revelation 21:1-4 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth 
Revelation 22:1-5 And there will be no more night 

 
Please use the following passages of scripture at my service. 
 
                
 
                
 



Participants 
 
Minister(s)               
 
Others to speak (close friends, family) 
 
                
 
Pallbearers              
 
                
 
                

 


