
English 9 Summer Reading Assignment 

Hello, future freshmen! If you are reading this assigned sheet, then you must be signed up for 
English 9 with Ms. Clagett or Ms. Keene for this upcoming school year. We are extremely 
excited to have you on board – high school ROCKS.  

In order to prepare for the first two weeks of school (before we go on 
the Freshmen Class Trip!), there are three tasks which you must do in 
the following order: 

1. Peruse the discussion questions that are on this handout. You 
are going to want to look for quotes as you read your copy of 
Feed. Mark it up!  

2. Read Feed in its entirety – really.  
3. Respond to each of the discussion questions below. For each 

response, I need you to provide an answer and at least one 
quote that supports your answer. If you look for quotes while 
you read, answering these questions will take less time. Each 
response should be at least 4-5 sentences.  

We will be collecting these questions from you in the first few days of school. Turning this 
handout in on time and completed thoroughly will make a great impression on your new English 
teacher and will set you up to have a successful year! 

Questions 

1. Look up the definition of “dystopia.” How is Feed a dystopic novel? 

Quote with page number Response to Quote 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2. What technologies in Feed mirror technologies in your life? Are there any similarities 
between how the characters interact with technology and how you interact with 
technology?  

Quote with page number Response to Quote 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3. You will notice that Feed is chopped up into a lot of little vignettes (look up that word if 

you do not know what it means). Why do you think M.T. Anderson chose this format to 
tell his story? 



Quote with page number Response to Quote 
 
 
 
 

 

 
4. School™ is (hopefully) pretty different than any school you have attended. What seems to 

be the purpose of School™? What role does it play in this futuristic society? 

Quote with page number Response to Quote 
 
 
 
 

 

 

5. Pick a quote which you found especially meaningful from this text. Tell me what it is and 
why you think everyone should value this quote. 

Quote with page number Response to Quote 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



English 10 Summer Reading Assignment: Your Own Bildungsroman 

Directions: in imitation of Persepolis, you’ll craft a creative response that tells a story about 
your own life. 

“Bildungsroman” is a German word used for a genre of writing that focuses on the growth of a central 
character. A bildungsroman tells stories about the most impactful moments in the character’s life, the 
kind of moments that leave an impact on identity. 

You can create your own mini-bildungsroman—no need to tell your entire life’s story, though, a key 
moment or two is perfect—by writing, drawing, or filming! Depending on which you choose, be 
aware of length requirements:  

 Comics/Sequential Art: 8-10 panels, hand-drawn on paper or digitally (no clip art!) 
 Written Narrative: (500-800 words, can be nonfiction or a fictionalized version of true 

events) 
 Video: 1 minute of edited video (original only please, not edits of others’ work)  
 Flash Fiction: a series of 10-15 brief vignettes or narrative snapshots. Each flash should be 

about 50 words. 

Regardless of your chosen form, you’ll tell a story—as Persepolis does—about your identity and 
the influences that have shaped you! When school starts up in the fall, we’ll share these stories 
and reflect on how our own texts relate to Marjane’s story in Persepolis. 

 

Rubric 
Criterion C: Producing Text 

8-7 The student’s project:  
 demonstrates a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; explores the concept of identity 

with imagination and sensitivity 
 makes perceptive stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices within appropriate length 

requirements (1:00 of video, 500-800 words of narrative, 8-10 panels of comics, 10-15 vignettes of flash 
fiction), demonstrating excellent awareness of impact on an audience. 

6-5 The student’s project:  
 demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; explores the concept of identity 

thoughtfully. 
 makes thoughtful stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices within length requirements, 

demonstrating good awareness of impact on an audience. 
4-3 The student’s project:  

 Provides adequate personal engagement with the creative process 
 Provides adequate stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices and adheres somewhat to 

stated length requirements, demonstrating some awareness of impact on an audience. 
2-1 The student’s project:  

 Provides limited personal engagement with the creative process 
 Provides limited stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices. May fall outside of the length 

requirements. As a function of both length and stylistic choices, demonstrates limited awareness of the text’s 
audience. 

  



IB Literature Year 1 Summer Reading Assignment 

Reading Directions: Read and annotate the following from Adichie’s short story collection The Thing Around 
Your Neck: “A Private Experience,” “American Embassy,” “The Shivering,” and TWO more stories of your 
choosing.  

Annotation Directions: As you read each of the stories from The Thing Around Your Neck annotate for:  

 Conflicts (internal & external)  
 Characterization (particularly how the characters’ identity is influenced or affected by their 

surroundings and by one another) 
 The impact of being from another culture or of another ethnicity in a new/different place than your 

“home” country or culture. How does this affect the perception of other people, places, and ideas 
different from the protagonists’ own?  

Assignment: After reading and annotating the short stories, compose a 150-200 word response to each of 
the questions where you reference at least two of the stories in each response. These journals will be digitally 
submitted for grading on Tuesday, August 13th. Copy and paste the questions below into a new document 
and type your answers in paragraph form below each question. We will have discussions and other 
assignments related to these stories in the early weeks of school.  

1.) How do differences in class, education, religion, and/or ethnicity come into play, both in America 
and in Nigeria? How do you identify with these differences?  

2.) What is the impact on the characters when they interact with someone different from them? What 
experiences have you had that relate to this interaction or impact?  

3.) Which stories do you identify most strongly with and why/how? (Answer this question after you 
have read all of the stories and keep your answer to one or two paragraphs.)  

Rubric:  

Your responses and annotations must demonstrate:  

 Analytical and critical insight into the questions and cultural awareness of, sensitivity to, and 
connection to the stories, with clear textual references to at least two stories (per question/response). 
_____/5 

 Organization, development, conciseness, and logical development of ideas that focus on the question 
at hand within the allotted word count. ____/2 

 Consistent and relevant use of annotations and marginal notes. ___/2  
 Clear, varied, and mature language, vocabulary, and sentence structure. ____/1 

Total Points: ____/10  
 

 

 

 

  



IB Literature Year 2 Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Dubliners   James Joyce   978-0-486-26870-5 
 
Read these six stories: 
 

 “Araby” 
 “Two Gallants” 
 “A Little Cloud” 
 “Counterparts” 
 “A Painful Case” 
 “The Dead” 

 

James Joyce wrote his collection of short stories to give a panoramic view of the inhabitants of 
Dublin from 1904-1907. He started writing them in 1904 when he was 22.  Never fear, you will 
write a short story about Memphians in August, so you will beat Joyce in this literary 
accomplishment by at least 4 years. 

As you read, start thinking of a specific Memphis character/place/event you would like to include in 
your story this fall. Manfred the bottle-painting homeless man who wanders Cooper Young? 
Charlotte the Germantown housewife with a secret? Bobby Mack the horse trainer from Collierville 
who dreams of the Broadway stage?  

Your first quiz when you return in August will be on these six stories: characters, plots, conflicts, 
symbols, style, themes, etc., so take notes in your book as you read to help you with your review 
before the quiz. You will need this text in class the first day after the quiz. Then, we will explore the 
culture and context of James Joyce’s Dublin before we write and share our short stories. 

FYI: This collection of short stories will be one of your options for Paper 2, an essay which 
compares and contrasts two fiction works that we will study this year. In essence, you begin your 
preparation for the final exam with this summer assignment. 

Happy reading! 

 

 


