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IB Year 1 Summer Reading Assignment: Oryx and Crake  

Once you have read Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake, compose a 1,000-1,500 word essay on 

one of the prompts below. Remember to use evidence from the book to support your analysis; 

therefore, it is recommended that you annotate the book for your chosen prompt.  

Prompts  

 Using evidence from the novel and from 21st Century life, explain why you agree or 

disagree with the following review of Oryx and Crake: “The bioengineered apocalypse 

she imagines is impeccably researched and sickeningly possible: a direct consequence of 

short-term science outstripping long-term responsibility…this story is set in a society 

readers will recognise as only a few steps ahead of our own" (Helen Brown, Daily 

Telegraph). 

 Discuss how Atwood develops her characters. You may discuss one specific character or 

how multiple characters are developed. You may also compare characters or discuss their 

relationships with one another.  

 Analyze the impact of Atwood’s choice in narrator or narrative style. How does this 

narrative technique or style enhance or detract from the story?  

 Oryx and Crake includes many details that seem futuristic, but are in fact already 

apparent in our world, which is why the book is often referred to as speculative fiction. 

What parallels are there between the events and surroundings in the world of the novel 

and those in our own? 

  In what ways does the dystopia of Oryx and Crake compare to those depicted in novels 

such as Brave New World, 1984, Fahrenheit 451, and in Atwood’s The Handmaid’s 

Tale? 

 Develop your own topic.  

Contextual Information 

Margaret Atwood: Canadian author and environmental activist; the genres in which she has 

written include Historical fiction, Speculative fiction, Science Fiction, and Dystopian fiction; her 

writing addresses feminism, environmentalism, relationships between humans and animals, and 

political commentary. 

Speculative Fiction: a broad umbrella genre that has supernatural or futuristic elements in it; 

Atwood defines speculative fiction as something that could actually happen whereas Sci/Fi 

contains aliens/martians, intergalactic space travel, etc.  

Oryx and Crake: published in 2003 and the first in Atwood’s Maddaddam triology, Atwood has 

classified this trilogy as speculative fiction.  
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