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Lausanne Collegiate School Summer Reading Assignments 
English 9 Summer Reading Assignment 

House of the Scorpion: Cloning: Ethical or Not? 

Part 1 

The first part of your assignment this summer is to read The 
House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer. We are confident that 
you will enjoy this book. As you read, please highlight sections 
of the text where you see the following ideas:  

1. Yellow = Cloning 
2. Blue = Ostracism (look up this word!) 
3. Pink = Matt trying to understand himself and 

his...unique…situation 

Learning to annotate is a big focus of English 9. We will look 
inside your book once you get to school to see how you are 
doing with this skill.  

Part 2 

The second part of your assignment is to write two paragraphs that argue the merits of cloning 
from the perspectives of Matt and El Patroń. Would each of these characters believe that it is 
ethical to clone a human?  

To jumpstart your thinking, consider each of these websites. 

1. https://www.genome.gov/25020028/cloning-fact-sheet/ 
2. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-cloning-your-dog-so-wrong-

180968550/ 
3. https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/20-years-after-dolly-the-sheep-led-the-

way-where-is-cloning-now/ 
4. https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2015/07/polo-horse-cloning-adolfo-cambiaso 
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English 10 Summer Reading Assignment 

Marjane Satrapi’s The Complete Persepolis 

As you read Satrapi’s graphic novel, use post-it notes to annotate the text. As you read and annotate, 
complete the reading questions. We will discuss the book in the first week of school and you will 
complete a short essay.  

Before the questions, you will find helpful information for literary terms and graphic novel terms, as 
well contextual information for Satrapi’s story. After this information, you will find pre-reading 
reflection questions followed by reading questions and post-reading reflection questions. Please 
complete these questions in paragraph form and draw evidence from the text to support your answers. It is 
recommended that you type your answers.  

Context 

Literary and Graphic Novel Terms 

mood – the effect of literature on the reader: it is usually controlled by imagery 

allusion - in literature, an implied or indirect reference to a person, event, or thing or to a part of 
another text. Most allusions are based on the assumption that there is a body of knowledge that is 
shared by the author and the reader and that therefore the reader will understand the author's 
referent 

dialogue – lines spoken by characters in a play, or in this case, a comic book 

graphic novel – a full-length novel that presents serious subject matter in comic-book form. 

Graphic Novel Layout 

panel – a distinct segment of the comic, containing a combination of image and text in endless 
variety.  

frame – the lines and borders that contain the panels. 

gutter – the space between framed panels 

foreground – the panel closest to the viewer 

Figures - Faces can be portrayed in different ways. Some depict an actual person, others can 
represent an idea, or group of people.  

Captions – these are boxes containing a variety of text elements. They can add narration, or 
describe the physical setting or the scene. 
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Speech balloons – these enclose dialogue that comes from a specific speaker’s mouth. These can 
show external dialogue, or internal thoughts (usually represented by circles that lead to the balloon). 

Historical Context 

Persepolis: an ancient city in Iran (see map at the bottom of the page) and the ancient capital to the 
of the kings of the Achaemenian dynasty of Iran (Persia), located about 30 miles (50 km) northeast 
of Shīrāz in the Fars region of southwestern Iran. The site lies near the confluence of the Pulvār 
(Sīvand) and Kor rivers. In 1979 the ruins were designated a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

the Shah - (formerly, in Iran) king; sovereign. There were two, the original Shah’s son was 
overthrown in the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 

Islamic Revolution – Iran 1979 – a state of revolt when the Iranian Shah was overthrown and an 
Islamic theocracy was put in place. 

Zarathustra - 6th century b.c., Persian religious teacher. 

Fidel Castro - A Cuban political leader of the twentieth century. He led the revolution that in 1959 
overthrew the dictator of Cuba, who had the support of the United States. Castro then presided 
over his country's transformation into a communist state. 

Che Guevara - Theoretician and tactician of guerrilla warfare and prominent figure in Fidel Castro's 
revolution in Cuba (1956–59). 

Trotsky, Leon, 1879-1940, Russian Communist revolutionary, one of the principal leaders in the 
establishment of the USSR 

Hossein Fatemi, PhD - was a famous politician of Iran, born in 1919 in Nain and was executed on 
10 November 1954. He proposed the thesis of nationalization of Iranian oil and gas assets to 
Premiere Mossadegh 
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Pre-Reading Reflection Questions 

1.) What are your perceptions of Iran? Why do you have these perceptions?  

 

 

2.) How do you think reading a graphic novel will be different from reading a novel? (Your 
answer should be more than “a graphic novel has pictures”) 

 

Reading Questions  

Nota Bene: As you read Persepolis, answer these questions. Do not think that once you have answered 
a question initially that you are done with that question. Your answers will be checked for depth, 
evidence, and thoroughness.  

1. According to the introduction, what stereotypical image is Satrapi trying to dispel?  
 
 
 

2. As you read the book: Is she successful at dispelling this image in her story? Why/why not? 
How?  
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3. How does religion define certain characters in Persepolis?—Refer to the characters by name 
and provide evidence.  

A.) At the beginning?  
B.) In the middle?  
C.) At the end?  

 
 

4. Is Satrapi making a social commentary on religion, and in particular on fundamentalism? If 
so, what is that social commentary? If not, what is she saying about religion? (You may need 
to look up fundamentalism to gain a better understanding of it and how it functions in the 
novel) 

a. What is Satrapi saying about religion’s effect on the individual? 
 

b. What is Satrapi saying about religion’s effect on society?  
 
 

5. In what ways is Persepolis both telling a story and commenting on the importance of stories in 
our lives?  
 

a. What does the book suggest about how stories shape and give meaning to our 
experiences?  
 

b. Discuss the importance of some of the stories in Persepolis—Uncle Anoosh’s 
story, her grandfather’s story, Niloufar’s story. 

 
6. How is Satrapi shaped/influenced by her family history, her relatives’ stories, her nation’s 

history?  
 

 
 

7. What is the role of women in the story? Using analysis supported with evidence from the 
story, compare and contrast these women: Marji, her mother, her grandmother, her school 
teachers, the maid, the neighbors, the guardians of the revolution. 
 

Post Reading Reflection 
 

1. After reading Persepolis, what are your perceptions of Iran?  
a. How does your answer after reading the book compare/contrast to your initial 

perceptions?  
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Use evidence from the book to support your answer.  

 

2. Why did Satrapi choose to tell her story in the form of a graphic novel? Is this genre 
effective for telling her story? Why/why not? Use evidence from the book to support your answer. 
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IB Year 1 Summer Reading Assignment 

Assignment: Oryx and Crake  

Once you have read Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake, compose a 1,000-1,500 word essay on 
one of the prompts below. Remember to use evidence from the book to support your analysis; 
therefore, it is recommended that you annotate the book for your chosen prompt.  

Prompts  

 Using evidence from the novel and from 21st Century life, explain why you agree or 
disagree with the following review of Oryx and Crake: “The bioengineered apocalypse 
she imagines is impeccably researched and sickeningly possible: a direct consequence of 
short-term science outstripping long-term responsibility…this story is set in a society 
readers will recognise as only a few steps ahead of our own" (Helen Brown, Daily 
Telegraph). 

 Discuss how Atwood develops her characters. You may discuss one specific character or 
how multiple characters are developed. You may also compare characters or discuss their 
relationships with one another.  

 How would the novel change if it were narrated by Oryx? Why?  

 Oryx and Crake includes many details that seem futuristic, but are in fact already 
apparent in our world, which is why the book is often referred to as speculative fiction. 
What parallels are there between the events and surroundings in the world of the novel 
and those in our own? 

  In what ways does the dystopia of Oryx and Crake compare to those depicted in novels 
such as Brave New World, 1984, Fahrenheit 451, and in Atwood’s The Handmaid’s 
Tale? 

 Develop your own topic.  

Contextual Information 

Margaret Atwood: Canadian author and environmental activist; the genres in which she has 
written include Historical fiction, Speculative fiction, Science Fiction, and Dystopian fiction; her 
writing addresses feminism, environmentalism, relationships between humans and animals, and 
political commentary. 

Speculative Fiction: a broad umbrella genre that has supernatural or futuristic elements in it; 
Atwood defines speculative fiction as something that could actually happen whereas Sci/Fi 
contains aliens/martians, intergalactic space travel, etc.  

Oryx and Crake: published in 2003 and the first in Atwood’s Maddaddam triology, Atwood has 
classified this trilogy as speculative fiction.  
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IB Lit Y2 Summer Reading Assignment  

 
Dubliners   James Joyce   978-0-486-26870-5 
 
Read these six stories: 
 

 “Araby” 
 “Two Gallants” 
 “A Little Cloud” 
 “Counterparts” 
 “A Painful Case” 
 “The Dead” 

 

James Joyce wrote his collection of short stories to give a panoramic view of the inhabitants of Dublin 
from 1904-1907. He started writing them in 1904 when he was 22.  Never fear, you will write a short 
story about Memphians in August, so you will beat Joyce in this literary accomplishment by at least 4 
years. 

As you read, start thinking of a specific Memphis character/place/event you would like to include in your 
story this fall. Manfred the bottle-painting homeless man who wanders Cooper Young? Charlotte the 
Germantown housewife with a secret? Bobby Mack the horse trainer from Collierville who dreams of the 
Broadway stage?  

Your first quiz when you return in August will be on these six stories: characters, plots, conflicts, symbols, 
style, themes, etc., so take notes in your book as you read to help you with your review before the quiz. 
You will need this text in class the first day after the quiz. Then, we will explore the culture and context of 
James Joyce’s Dublin before we write and share our short stories. 

Happy reading! 

 

 


