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Sept. 26, 2017
6:30pm   |   Orpheum Theatre

Nov. 16, 2017
6:30pm   |   Orpheum Theatre

Feb. 8, 2018
6:30pm   |   Halloran Centre

ORPHEUM SHOWS:
$15   |   $20 VIP SEATING

HALLORAN CENTRE SHOWS:
$15

GROUPS 10+ CALL
(901) 529-4226 FOR 

DISCOUNTED PRICING

ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL

For a complete list of shows the entire family can enjoy,
visit us online at Orpheum-Memphis.com
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SAVE THE DATE
RENDEZVOUS
IN THE ZOO
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Zoo Rendezvous is right around the corner. Join us Saturday, September 9, for A Night at the 

R.I.T.Z. (Rendezvous In The Zoo). This event, now in its 34th year, is the Zoo’s largest single-

night fundraiser. 

This year, Zoo Rendezvous features fare from more than 80 Mid-South restaurants and bars. 

There’s something for everyone – fan favorites are returning and new restaurants will provide culinary 

experiences sure to delight every palate. 

After guests have had their fill of delicious food and beverages, they can enjoy live entertainment on 

four stages. This year’s featured bands are Atlanta Party Band, January Noise, Kathryn Stallins Band, 

Brennan Villines Band and G3; The Garry Goin Group. 

Worried that you’re missing football? Don’t forget to stop by the Sport’s Den in CHINA. We’re 

showcasing Georgia vs Notre Dame and Auburn vs Clemson on two big screens. 

Individual tickets are $200, and sponsorships begin at $750. A $750 sponsorship includes four 

individiual tickets to Zoo Rendezvous. To purchase tickets, visit memphiszoo.org. To learn more about 

sponsorships, call 901.333.6757.
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Memphis Zoo is set to make history once again – this time, with snakes. The 
Louisiana pine snake is one of the rarest snakes in North America and is currently 
listed as a candidate species under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. In an effort 

to conserve the at-risk reptile, the Memphis Zoo has partnered with seven zoos across the 
country, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest Service Catahoula District and 
Texas A&M University. We first mentioned the important work the Zoo is spearheading to 
benefit Louisiana pine snakes in the September/October issue of Exzooberance. Now, it’s 
time for an update.

In case you need a refresher, the Louisiana pine snake is a species of nonvenomous 
constrictors that is known for its large six-inch eggs and small clutch sizes, meaning they only 
lay three to five eggs per pregnancy. The population has dwindled due in part to the loss of 
its habitat, longleaf pine forests, resulting in fewer than 250 specimens having been found 
in the wild. The species once existed in abundant numbers throughout the pine forests of 
Louisiana and Texas, but now only exist in a few small clusters in Louisiana parishes and have 
unfortunately been eliminated from Texas entirely. 

To properly breed the snakes, a research facility funded by the U.S. Forest Service Catahoula 
District and Texas A&M University was built on Zoo property near the giraffe barn and opened in 
September 2016. Since then, Herpetarium keepers have been hard at work taking great care of 
the pine snakes. Because of their efforts, five females laid a total of 28 eggs. Considering only 
one-in-three reproductive male Louisiana pine snakes produce hatchlings each year, this is an 
impressive number. 

With a 60-day incubation period on average, the eggs are housed in tubs filled with 
vermiculite. This is a heat-treated mica mineral, which is commonly used in gardening. 
“Incubators” containing the gold accordion-shaped pellets are kept at approximately 82 degrees 
with 70-80 percent humidity to ensure the eggs stay hydrated. Without this hydration, the eggs 
would dimple and potentially cause harm to the hatchlings.

Once the incubation period is complete, the snakes hatch very slowly. First, they slit the 
leathery eggshell with a sharp tooth that grows on the tip of their snout. After that, the snakes 
rest for up to a day while they absorb any remaining yolk into their body. Before they finally slip 
out of the egg, the egg tooth used to crack the shell falls off. To highlight the births of the latest 
additions to the Zoo’s pine snake population, a camera was set up above the tubs, shooting 
directly onto the eggs. The video was livestreamed on the Zoo’s website, giving people all over 
the world the chance to see one of the rarest snakes in North America emerge. 

The exciting hatchings come as a result of the Zoo being selected as one of four conservation 
centers in the country to increase the Louisiana pine snake breeding population in captivity. 
Since 2010, several zoos, including Memphis have produced 10 to 20 snakes per year that 
have been released in restored habitat in the Catahoula District of Kisatchie National Forest 
in Grant Parish, Louisiana. Six of the 28 snakes hatched at the Memphis Zoo will be released 
this fall and next spring, while the rest will be raised in captivity to increase the size of the 
breeding population.

by MURRAY LACE, contributor to Exzooberance

HISS-TORY  
HAPPENS HERE

C R E AT U R E  F E AT U R E
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HISS-TORY  
HAPPENS HERE

Skilled zookeepers are able 
to determine that a female 
pine snake has ovulated and 
is receptive to breeding by 
using a palpation technique, 
in which they move their 
hand over the individual 
snake’s body.

Louisiana pine snakes lay 
the largest eggs of any North 
American snake. On average, 
Louisiana pine snake eggs are 
around six inches in length.

Zookeepers determine this 
female snake is ready to breed.
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Birds – we hear and see them all around us, yet even the best 
pair of binoculars can’t reveal the secret activities of a bird’s 
daily life. A Carolina wren noisily advertises his presence in 

your backyard, but he doesn’t tell you anything about his chances 
of mating or surviving another year. Answering these questions is 
important because, of the 10,000 bird species on our planet, about 
one in eight are threatened with extinction. How can we gauge 
extinction risks for animals that are only seen from a distance and are 
constantly on the move? 

Memphis Zoo is partnering with local scientists to better 
understand the health of our region’s bird populations through 
long-term research at the Strawberry Plains Audubon Center in Holly 
Springs, Mississippi, just 30 miles southeast (as the crow flies) 
of Memphis. Led by biologist Kristina Mitchell, a team of citizen 
scientists and a Memphis Zoo ornithologist (bird expert) are safely 
capturing songbirds using ultra-fine nets that are nearly invisible 
to our feathered friends. Starting before dawn, the team works 
feverishly to extract birds as they fly into nets and record important 
information like the presence of body fat stored and physical signs 
of breeding. Before each bird is released, a tiny metal band with 
a unique identification number is placed around its ankle. This 
will allow researchers to glean important clues about the bird’s life 

the next time it is captured. It’s an amazing experience to catch a 
fledgling on one of its first flights, and then see the same bird return 
the next year ready to raise a family of its own! With over 1,200 of 
these “bird banding” stations around the country, researchers work 
together to identify migration patterns, species declines and changes 
in the health of individual birds. This information is especially 
important for species in decline like the field sparrow, a regular 
visitor at our banding station.

Strawberry Plains Audubon Center (strawberryplains.audubon.org) is 
hosting this “MAPS” (Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship, 
birdpop.org) bird banding station on their 3,000-acre preserve of 
managed and restored forests, prairies and wetlands. Known for their 
abundance of ruby-throated hummingbirds, the center is also home 
to a vast array of other species such as the tiny prairie warbler, the 
iridescent blue indigo bunting, and the golden yellow prothonotary 
warbler. With such a diversity of birds, Strawberry Plains is a major 
resource for protecting wildlife in the Mid-South. 

Because they depend on healthy forests and wetlands for survival, 
birds can reveal a wealth of information about the health of our 
environment, even more so if we can (briefly) get our hands on them! 
You can help these species by planting native plants and trees to 
create bird-friendly habitat in your own backyard.

B E H I N D  T H E

R E D  D O O R S

A BIRD IN THE HAND

Checking a mist-net in restored native prairie 
at daybreak

A female northern cardinal being processed at 
the station (they have quite a bite!)

Processing birds at the banding station

by FIELDS FALCONE, Department of Research and Conservation
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SPECIAL EVENTS
MEMBERS NIGHT
SUNDAY

September 3
6-9 P.M.

Members, don’t miss out on the last exclusive Members-
only party of the season! We’ll have a special sea lion 
show at 7 p.m., the Budgie House is open until 7 p.m. 
and the Giraffe Feeding Adventure is open at 6 p.m. 
Don’t forget about entertainment in the Courtyard, FREE 
kiddie rides, Camel Excursion (open until dusk) and 
Stingray Bay (open until 8 p.m.). Mark your calendars 
for this night of family fun at the Memphis Zoo. Please 
note that Stingray Bay, Camel Rides and Giraffe Feeding 
Adventure are additional fees.

ZOO RENDEZVOUS
SATURDAY 

September 9
7-10:30 P.M.
AGES 21+
TICKETS: $200
Sponsorships start at $750. Please call 901.333.6757 
for more information. 
The Zoo closes at 3 p.m., with last admission at 2 p.m., 
on Saturday, September 9. 

You won’t want to miss this year’s Zoo Rendezvous: 
A Night at the R.I.T.Z. (Rendezvous in the Zoo) – 
the Zoo’s largest single-night fundraiser of the 
year. Zoo Rendezvous features fare from more than 
80 Mid-South restaurants and bars, as well as 
entertainment on four stages. Call 901.333.6757 or 
visit memphiszoo.org to purchase your tickets.

HARVEST FEST
PRESENTED BY T-MOBILE
SATURDAY, SUNDAY 

September 23-24
9 A.M. – 4 P.M. 
THIS EVENT IS INCLUDED WITH ZOO ADMISSION.

This family-friendly fall event celebrates the simple life, 
as we welcome in the harvest season. Bring the entire 
family to learn from local craftsmen, hear folk music, 
churn your own butter and even stamp your own leather 
at the Once Upon A Farm exhibit. Join us for a down-
home good time at Harvest Fest! 

SENIOR SAFARI
WEDNESDAY

October 4
9 A.M. – 2 P.M.
SENIORS 55+ ADMITTED FREE

In conjunction with the Professional Network on Aging, 
the Memphis Zoo is excited to host another Senior 
Safari! This event provides free parking, free admission 
and free tram rides to seniors aged 55 and up.

LE BONHEUR ZOO BOO
October 20-22, 27-31
5:30-9:30 P.M.
ADVANCE PRICE: $10/MEMBER, $13/NONMEMBER
DAY OF EVENT: $12/MEMBER, $15/NONMEMBER

Everyone’s favorite SPOOKtacular event is back for 
EIGHT nights of fright! Join us the last two weekends 
of October for Le Bonheur Zoo Boo. This event features 
candy stations and hayrides, straw mazes and magic 
shows, plus so much more! Zoo Boo is fun for ghosts 
and goblins of all ages. 
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®

Labor Day

1st Day of Autumn

Columbus Day

Winter Hours Begin
Zoo Boo

5:30-9:30PM
Zoo Boo

5:30-9:30PM

Zoo Boo
5:30-9:30PM

Zoo Boo
5:30-9:30PM

Zoo Boo
5:30-9:30PM

Zoo Boo
5:30-9:30PM

Zoo Boo
5:30-9:30PM

Zoo Boo
5:30-9:30PM

Member’s
Night

6-9 PM

Homeschool
Day

Senior Safari
9AM-2PM

Halloween

Harvest Fest
9AM-4PM

Zoo Rendezvous
7-10:30PM

Harvest Fest
9AM-4PM

LAST ENTRY 
2 PM

ZOO CLOSES 
3 PM

      1 2 
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Homeschool Academy 10am-2pm

FALL BREAK CAMP 9am-3pm
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Platinum Partner of Zoo Rendezvous 

8 Memphis area locations  /  iberiabank.com

Proud Sponsor of 
the Memphis Zoo
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EDZOOCATION
Conservation Camp:  Going, going, saved! While exploring the 
Zoo and participating in fun games, crafts and activities, fall 
break campers will learn how special our endangered animals 
are and what they can do to help save these important 
creatures from extinction.

MONDAY – FRIDAY

Oct 9-13
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
COST PER DAY: $40/MEMBERS; $50/NONMEMBERS
COST PER WEEK: $170/MEMBERS; $199/NONMEMBERS

Aftercare 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.: If 3 p.m. pickup is too early for 
your schedule, we offer aftercare each day. A way for your child 
to unwind while you finish your work day, aftercare consists of 
educational videos, activities and games.

AFTERCARE COST PER DAY: $20/MEMBERS; 
$25/NONMEMBERS
AFTERCARE COST PER WEEK: $85/MEMBERS; 
$99/NONMEMBERS

RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE FOR CAMP  
BY VISITING MEMPHISZOO.ORG/ZOOCAMP  
OR BY CALLING 901.333.6576

FALL BREAK CAMP 2017

HOMESCHOOL ACADEMY FALL 2017

HOMESCHOOL DAYS

This week-long educational program will provide exciting and 
interactive ways for students to learn about science. Each 
class includes animal visits, tours of exhibits, chats with 
keepers, and more.

Students bring a non-refrigerated, non-microwavable lunch.

MONDAY – FRIDAY

September 18-22
10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
K – 8TH GRADE: $120/MEMBERS; $135/NONMEMBERS

K-2: (5 YEARS OLD BY 9/1/17)

Animal Classification – We will explore how scientists group 
animals and investigate how the different body coverings help 
each classification of animals to thrive.

3RD-5TH:

Home Sweet Biomes – The biomes of the world are 
diverse. Join us as we race around the world and explore the 
adaptations needed to survive different environments.

6TH-8TH:

Science of Saving Species – Investigating how and why 
species become endangered and discovering what scientists, 
zoos and everyday people are doing to help conserve and 
protect them.

This two hour program takes our popular zoo classes and adds 
a homeschool twist. Meet live animals, participate in hands-
on activities and get a guided tour of exhibits.

MONDAY

October 16
MORNING SESSION (1ST – 8TH GRADE)  
9:30 A.M. – 11:30AM
AFTERNOON SESSION (1ST – 8TH GRADE)  
1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.
$15/MEMBERS; $18/NONMEMBERS

1ST-8TH

Grades: Expedition Zambezi – Grab your gear and join us 
as we journey down the Zambezi River. Discover how wildlife 
interacts with the majestic, and often dangerous, river that is 
the Zambezi.

Save the Date:
THURSDAY

November 16
1ST-12TH

Grades: Dissection Days

RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE FOR HOMESCHOOL 
PROGRAMS BY VISITING MEMPHISZOO.ORG/
HOMESCHOOLPROGRAMS OR BY CALLING 901.333.6576
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Anyone searching for their dream job might take a page out 
of Dr. Felicia Knightly’s “book.” Dr. Knightly is the senior 
veterinarian at Memphis Zoo and can’t imagine a better 

fit for her life.
“I thrive on building relationships,” said Dr. Knightly, “with 

both the Zoo staff and, of course, with the animals. Nearly every 
day there’s something new that challenges me as a clinician 
and as a person. This is both a very rewarding and sometimes 
emotionally taxing profession, yet I wouldn’t change a thing. 
I’ve learned to have a positive attitude and an open mind when 
working with animals – you have to build their trust.”

Building those trusting relationships is a top priority for 
Dr. Knightly. She understands that zoo animals are typically 
stoic and tend to mask symptoms. By spending as much one-on-
one time with individual animals, not only does she get to know 
them, but they get to know and learn to trust her. 

At Memphis Zoo since 2011, Dr. Knightly has a keen 
attention to detail, observation, and an un-matched knowledge 
of complicated physiology and pathology. She’s an innovator 
in her field and has worked to promote a form of positive 
reinforcement training known as “operant conditioning.”
“I’m grateful that Memphis Zoo supports operant conditioning,” 

shared Dr. Knightly. “In many cases operant conditioning aids 
in providing a stress-free environment during immobilizations or 
examinations. Ultimately this entire process often provides more 
accurate test results.”

In addition, Dr. Knightly considers herself fortunate to have 
such amazing relationships with Memphis Zoo’s keepers and 
curators. This allows her to have individual time with many of 
the animals.

One example of a trusting animal relationship Dr. Knightly 
has is with “Jahe,” one of the Zoo’s female orangutans, and 
mother to “Rowan.”
“I worked with Jahe every week during her eight-month 

pregnancy, ultra-sounding her to monitor Rowan’s growth and 
development as well as Jahe’s health,” shared Dr. Knightly. “My 
goal was to encourage her natural behavior around me. Jahe has 
become amazingly trusting.”

When the time came and Jahe was in labor, Dr. Knightly was 
there. The stress on Jahe was alleviated due to having those 
she trusted around her. She willingly approached when it was 
time to immobilize her and her Cesarean section was a success. 
Little Rowan was born and Jahe’s trust in Dr. Knightly continued 
through her healing and post-operative check-ups.

Originally from Massachusetts, Dr. Knightly knew from the 
age of six that she wanted to work with animals. She graduated 
from The Atlantic Veterinary College at the University of Prince 
Edward Island. Dr. Knightly went on to train at both Saint Louis 
and Riverbanks Zoos before working at Denver Zoo for 15 years 
and ultimately joining Memphis Zoo. Dr. Knightly currently 
oversees the health and medical treatment of more than 4,500 
animals and a hospital team of five, including an associate 
veterinarian, two veterinary technicians, a hospital keeper and 
an animal nutrition expert.
“I consider every day at Memphis Zoo a gift,” stated 

Dr. Knightly. “I have the distinct privilege of being present for 
the beginning of so many animal lives and, heartbreakingly, 
at the end of others. I am proud to be part of each animal’s 
journey and this is my dream job.”

Photo courtesy of Darla Todd

WILDEST DREAMS

Stay tuned: There will be more from Dr. Knightly in upcoming Exzooberance issues.
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ART FOR 
ELEPHANTS
Exhibition supporting 
 African elephant 
 conservation
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This summer, Memphis College of Art (MCA) offered a class 
on Elephant Dung Papermaking, taught by Zimbabwean 
artist and MCA Alumna, Joshua Strydom. The students used 

elephant dung, supplied in abundance from Memphis Zoo, to create 
paper and paper art over the course of six weeks. 

The process is relatively simple, and not as smelly as you would 
assume. It starts out with cleaning the dung with a pressure hose, 
and many hours of rapidly boiling it to remove the biological matter, 
leaving only clean grass fibers. From there the grass fibers are put 
into a mixer, to reduce the size of the fibers and turn the poo into 
pulp. Abaca and sizing are added to increase the structural integrity 
and functionality of the paper. The paper is then pulled into sheets 
and can be used in the same was as any other paper. Surprisingly, it 
doesn’t smell, and it looks beautiful. 

The students are currently creating art from the paper. MCA has 
partnered with Memphis Zoo and Elephants for Africa in the Art 
for Elephants exhibition. This is an annual exhibition hosted by 
Memphis Zoo, where all proceeds are used to support conservation 
and research of Elephants in southern Africa. Since 2012, when 
Memphis Zoo first started hosting the Art for Elephants exhibition, 
over $21,000 has been raised for African elephant conservation. 
Every penny earned goes towards making a difference and ensuring 
there is a future for African elephants in this world.

One example of the work for this exhibition is “Where We Used 
To Be,” a hand cut work by Joshua Strydom. This piece uses 
elephant dung paper and gold leaf to give narrative to the ivory 
poaching crisis threatening elephant populations around the world. 
The piece shows the environments these animals have lived in, 
with the remains of elephants separate from that space. This piece, 
along with others, will be available at the Art for Elephants auction 
at Memphis Zoo on Saturday, November 4 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

by JOSHUA STRYDOM, contributor to Exzooberance

Students pulling paper with a mold and deckle. A deckle is the frame 
on the mold used to shape the paper pulp when making paper by hand.

Students cleaning the raw elephant dung with a pressure hose and 
mesh bucket.

A close up of Strydom’s work “Where We Used to Be.” This piece, 
along with other artwork, will be auctioned off during Art for Elephants 
on November 4.
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