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East  High  Scho o l  T-STEM  Acade m y

Attend e e s

Anita  Brackin,  Greater  Memp h i s  
Chamb er

Robin  Cole,  South w e s t  
Tenn e s s e e  Com m u n i ty  Colleg e

Benjamin  Dancy,  Ryder

Sue  Haynes,  Ryder

John  Hodge,  Fed  Ex  Freigh t

Gerald  Joyner,  GMACWorkforc e

Meah  King,  T-STEM  Acade my

Marty  Lipinski,  Univers i ty  of  
Memp h i s  (SETWC)

Glenn  McDonald,  Ozark  Motor  
Lines ,  Inc.

Darrin  Mellinge r ,  Cum mi n s ,  Inc.

Martha  Mooneyhan d,  Mem p h i s  
Biow ork s  Found a t i o n

Avery  Mull,  MATA

Alvin  Pearson,  MATA

Allen  Saffold,  Crow’s  Truck  
Service

Mike  Stephens ,  South w e s t  C.C.

Anita  Victory,  Averitt  Expres s

Delories  J. Williams,  Greater  
Memp h i s  Chamb er

Welco m e  and  Introd u c t i o n s

 Benjamin  Dancy,  Council  Chair,  and  Joey  Scott  gree ted  and  thanked  
those  in  attenda nc e  for  coming  to  the  August  meeting.   

East  T-STEM  Acade my  Overview  and  Tour

 Lisha  Brooks,  Executive  Principal,  introduce d  herself  to  the  group  and
thanked  the  attende e s  for  coming.   She  then  led  the  council  on  a  tour  
of  the  school.   The  group  had  the  oppor tuni ty  to  meet  staff,  faculty,  
and  studen ts  who  are  enrolled  at  T-STEM  Academy.   

Cum mi n s  Tech ni c a l  Educat i o n  for  Com m u n i t i e s  Progra m

 Darin  Mellinge r ,  Corpora t e  Responsibili ty  Leader  at  Cummins,  spoke  
about  issues  with  Diesel  Tech’s  skill  levels;  mentioned  that  T-STEM  is  
the  first  STEM  school  in  North  America.   Cummins  will  review  TCAT 



and  Shelby  County  Schools’  curriculum  and  plans  to  add  soft  skills  to  
the  curriculum.

 Looking  to  recrui t  women.

 Brainsto rming  ways  to  marke t  to  teens;  field  trips,  tours,  job  
shadowing.

 The  council  attendee s  dialogued  on  ideas  to  recrui t—sta r t  with  high  
school  or  middle  school  studen t s .

Univers i ty  of  Mem p h i s - South e a s t  Transp ort a t i o n  Workforc e  Center

 Dr.  Martin  Lipinski,  Director  Emeri tus ,  gave  an  upda te  on  the  
Universi ty  of  Memphis’  Workforce  Cente r .

 October  11  is  the  First  Annual  Freight  Focus  Conference .

Employ er  Discu s s i o n

 The  council  is  in  talks  with  TCAT about  dual  enrollmen t  for  
CDL/Diesel  Tech  (Class  B License).

 The  purpose  of  the  Manufac tu r ing  Conference  is  to  connec t  indus t ry  
with  schools  and  their  Caree r  Pathways  (CTE  schools).

 Benjamin  Dancy  (Ryder)  has  expedited  discussions  with  TCAT;  He  
wants  Diesel  Techs  to  obtain  their  CDL  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  
“verify  the  repair”  by  having  a  license  in  order  to  be  legally  able  to  
test- drive  the  trucks  that  the  repair .

Upco m i n g  Event

 Anita  Brackin  (Greate r  Memphis  Chambe r)  gave  a  review  of  the  
upcoming  Manufac tu r ing  Conference  at  Memphis’  Crescen t  Club  
scheduled  for  October  25,  2017.

Next  Step s

 Anita  Brackin  (Greate r  Memphis  Chambe r)  informed  the  group  that  
she  would  be  in  constan t  contact  with  the  council  to  inform  of  any  
updates  concerning  October’s  Manufactu r ing  Day.

 Meeting  Adjourned.  


