
Honorary Degree Policy 
 
 
SCO has established the honorary degrees of Doctor of Ocular Science and Doctor of Humane 
Letters to recognize worthy individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the public 
good.  SCO grants these honorary degrees to those whose achievements are in concert with the 
mission of the College, the profession of optometry, and the public at large.  Recipients of 
honorary degrees will forever be associated with the college; therefore, recipients of an 
honorary degree from Southern College of Optometry must be of sufficient stature and 
character as to honor the College. 
 

• Doctor of Ocular Science 
o Eligibility  

 Doctors of Optometry or international equivalent. 
 Current members of the faculty or board of trustees are not generally considered for 

honorary degrees. 
 Former members of the board of trustees or faculty emeriti should only be 

considered in exceptional circumstances. 
 

o Desired Characteristics  
 Candidates should have fulfilled at least two of the following: 

• Distinguished record of scholarship 

• Outstanding contribution to the profession of optometry and/or optometric 
education 

• Outstanding contribution to the visual welfare of the public at large 
 

• Doctor of Humane Letters 
o Eligibility 

 Distinguished member of community at large (not normally doctor of optometry) 
 Outstanding benefactor to SCO 
 Outstanding achievement in their field yielding significant contribution to health 

care, the College, or the public at large 
 Distinguished service supports the mission of the College and/or the profession of 

optometry 
 Former members of the board of trustees or faculty emeriti should only be 

considered in exceptional circumstances. 
 

• Process  
o Nominations for honorary degrees are encouraged from all constituents of the College. 

For full consideration, the nominator (staff, faculty, students, alumni, Board of Trustees, 
or friend of the College) must supply the following information by the stated deadline: 
 Letter of nomination that summarizes the candidate's qualifications for this honor. 
 Brief curriculum vitae of the nominee (resume or biographical description). 
 Other supporting evidence as appropriate (e.g., letters of support, publications, 

materials). 



 Contact information for the nominee. 
 

o Nominations and supporting materials for spring Commencement must be received in 
Academic Affairs no later than November 1st. 

 
o Selection Process 

 The Committee on Honorary Degrees is comprised of the following individuals: 

• Vice President for Academic Affairs (VPAA) 

• Faculty Chair or faculty designee 
- Faculty designees may serve multiple terms 

• President of the College 

• Two members of the Board of Trustees appointed by the Chairman of the Board.  
 

o The committee will publicize criteria and guidelines for nominations at least 30 days 
prior to the nominations deadline. Nominations will be received by the Academic Affairs 
Office. The committee will review nominations and identify individuals who meet the 
criteria for an honorary degree. The committee shall recommend candidates and the 
appropriate degree(s) to the College President by January 15 for spring 
Commencement. The committee will include a written rationale for each individual who 
is being recommended for an honorary degree. Ordinarily, the Committee on Honorary 
Degrees will submit no more than three recommendations to the President. The 
President will make his final recommendation to the Board of Trustees by January 30 for 
consideration. There should be no communication with the prospective honorary 
degree recipient(s) until after the Board of Trustees has made the final decision on 
conferral of honorary degrees. The President's Office shall contact the selected 
recipient(s) concerning acceptance and conferral of the honorary degree. Candidates 
who have been contacted by the President, but are unable to come to Southern College 
of Optometry to receive the honorary degree, will be invited to accept the honorary 
degree during the next academic year. 

 
o Awarding of the honorary degree is a special honor. In cases where nominees fail to 

satisfy minimal eligibility requirements, the Board of Trustees, with consultation from 
the President and the Committee on Honorary Degrees, reserves the right not to award 
an honorary degree. 
 

12/20/2018 

Revised 01/09/2020 


