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MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF ART RELEASES REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR DESIGN ARCHITECT AS “BROOKS ON THE BLUFF” 
RELOCATION PLAN MOVES FORWARD 
 
MEMPHIS, TN -- The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art (“Brooks Museum”) today 
released a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to solicit responses from design architects 
for a new museum campus on the Mississippi River bluff. The Brooks recognizes that 
its facilities can no longer serve the needs and requirements of a 21st century 
accredited art museum. The Brooks intends that the new purpose-built museum will 
represent an achievement in art museum architecture while enhancing the Brooks’ 
ability to serve its community and the city’s reputation as a center for arts and culture.  
 
The RFQ, which developed out of the expertise of the Brooks staff and board, the 
helpful responses from extensive public engagement sessions, and cultural planning 
consultant Deborah Frieden & Associates, details the particular qualifications that the 
Brooks Museum seeks in its eventual design architect partner. The Brooks’ Architect 
Selection Committee of the Board will select the design architect who can best achieve 
the Brooks’ vision of creating a new museum that anticipates the future and is 
comprehensively inclusive, diverse, and welcoming to all people. The new art museum 
will be a larger and more efficient facility that will elevate the Brooks nationally and 
internationally with an art museum as unique as its location, in which the challenging 
and uplifting elements of its identity are considered in its design; will play a major civic 
role in the city-wide reclaiming of the Mississippi River as one of the city’s greatest 
resources; further enhance Memphis’ reputation as a center for arts and culture; and 
will provide visitors with experiences unlike any other available in the region through 
the presentation of art from around the world, including new art forms, as well as art 
that tells the story of art-making in Tennessee and the tri-state Delta region, along with 
other objectives.   
 



The Brooks move downtown will occur as part of the City of Memphis’ ambitious and 
comprehensive “Bicentennial Gateway Project,” which will fully renovate and 
reconnect public spaces, attractions, and other assets along the historic Memphis 
riverfront. 
  
“The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is excited by the widespread positive attention 
that our proposed new downtown museum campus -- ‘Brooks on the Bluff’ -- has 
received here in Memphis, across the country, and, internationally. We are excited to 
take this next step to find the best possible design architect for this project,” says 
Deborah Craddock, President of the Brooks board. Added Emily Ballew Neff, the 
Brooks’ Executive Director, “we remain grateful to our stakeholders, donors, members, 
students and other visitors, who continue to guide us toward our transformational 
future. We look forward to more public engagement sessions in more areas of the city 
this fall so that we can make sure that the voices of our entire community are heard as 
we reimagine and rebuild the city’s museum for the next century”. 
 
The RFQ anticipates $105 million in hard costs related to the design and construction 
of the new museum, which is projected to open in 2024. Responses to the RFQ are 
due on November 2, 2018, and all Tennessee architects who meet the qualifications 
outlined in the RFQ are encouraged to apply. The Brooks intends to announce its 
selection in the Spring of 2019.  
 
Interested parties can go to the Brooks’ website (www.Brooksmuseum.org) to find a 
link to the RFQ. Follow up questions should be directed to Deborah Frieden & 
Associates at deborah.frieden@gmail.com or 510-701-7071.  
 
ABOUT THE MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF ART. Founded in 1916 and located 
at 1934 Poplar Ave. in historic Overton Park, Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is home 
to Tennessee’s oldest and largest major collection of world art. More than 10,000 works 
make up the Brooks Museum’s permanent collection, including works from ancient 
Greece, Rome, and the Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English 
portraiture; American painting, sculpture, photography and works on paper, and 
decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. The Brooks Museum 
enriches the lives of our diverse community through the museum's expanding 
collection, varied exhibitions, and dynamic programs that reflect the art of world 
cultures from antiquity to the present. For more information about the Brooks and all 
other exhibitions and programs, call 901.544.6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org. 
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