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It's great to be with all of you and welcome. I want to take a moment to say how grateful I am 
personally, my family is, for our music leaders, musicians and worship leaders. Thank you for 
your leadership. 
 
They put this thing together in like 12 minutes every Sunday. I mean they've prepared it but 
they have like 12 minutes to turn it around. They do the sound check and it's really just the Holy 
Spirit that shows up every Sunday to help them get ready. We're so grateful for how they lead. I 
have to keep telling myself to please don't sing so loud. I'm trying to save my voice and the 
11:15 sort of gets a hoarse Bryan every Sunday because I sing too much at the 10:00. But, 
absolutely grateful for their leadership. 
 
Sometimes I get asked about things like our song selection. How do we pick hymns and worship 
songs? This is true of our traditional services but, in the Presbyterian Church traditionally, it's 
the pastor who picks the songs for worship. Now in our context, it's very different and we tend 
to work more as a team. Jeremy does a lot of the work in taking the Scripture and discerning 
what's going to be best for this worship service. We work through that together. I'm so thankful 
for his leadership. 
 
Let me just say this. If you love the music that you hear in our worship services, please let us 
know. Please email our worship leaders. If you have concerns or complaints about the music 
that you hear, don't email them, email me. Actually, don't email me, email Jay Lee. It's 
Jay.Lee@hppres.org. I'm thankful there's hardly ever conflict between our music leaders, our 
worship leaders and our pastors and other leaders. I'm so thankful for that. I heard recently 
about a church where this was not the case. There was this conflict that was stewing between 
the pastor, the preacher, the music leader and the music director. It began to show itself in the 
selection of hymns on Sunday morning.  
 
It started this one Sunday when the pastor was speaking on mission and he said, church you got 
to go out of these walls and go and move out into the world. After he prayed and finished his 
sermon the music director stood up and led the hymn, “We Shall Not Be Moved.” 
 
The next Sunday, the preacher spoke about tithing and the need to give and support the 
ongoing budget of the church. It was really compelling and after his message he sat down. The 
music director stood up and led the hymn, “Jesus Paid It All.” The next Sunday, the preacher's 



sermon addressed the evils of gossip and he implored the congregation to please squelch some 
of the troubling rumors that were going around. He sat down and the music director stood up 
and led the hymn, “I Love to Tell the Story,” followed by “Oh For a Thousand Tongues.” 
 
The next Sunday, the pastor announced that he was resigning. It was time to move on and he 
sat down. It was kind of a poignant moment. The music director stood up and led the hymn, 
“Oh Why Not Tonight.” Well, next week was the pastor's final sermon. He preached and it was 
really powerful. He said it was Jesus who led me to this church and it is Jesus who's now taking 
me to another church. He sat down and the music director stood up and led the hymn, “What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
 
Now, I know, I know it is hard for many of you to imagine that conflict like that could ever make 
its way into a church context. God forbid we ever actually deal with our sin in the family of God. 
Truth be told, a lot of people have been hurt by the church or burned by the church. They 
thought this was going to be the one place in the world that was immune to conflict and that 
somehow becoming a Christian and joining a church meant that the conflict stops here. 
 
I'll just say, even right now, in this church, there are all kinds of things going so well on so many 
levels. We're growing and thriving and reaching new people for Jesus in Peak Street Church and 
we're so grateful for all that God is doing. We're about to go through a major transformation of 
our campus, but even with all that, we are not without conflict. I mean the very fact that things 
are getting messy and dirt's starting to fly is going to lead to some conflict. I hope that by the 
end of this message that more of us can see that conflict is not the enemy. It's what we do with 
it.  
 
Which leads us to Jesus' words in Matthew 5:9. We've been looking at the Beatitudes and we 
come today to this, the second to last of the Beatitudes.  
 

 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God."  
                                             
As the great scholar Monte Python once paraphrased, "Blessed are the cheese makers." If you 
have no idea what I'm talking about, Calum sent me that, and it’s from the “Life of Bryan.” Not 
my life of Bryan, the movie “Life of Bryan.”  
 
"Blessed are the peacemakers." This may be the most well-known of all the Beatitudes and, 
most quoted of all the Beatitudes. Especially beyond the church, and rightly so, because when 
the church is at its best, is this not what we should be known for in the world? This is one of the 
ways that Jesus and his disciples turned the world upside down. Yet, it's the kind of teaching. 
Jesus' words are so brilliant because they go so wide and they have such a global impact on 
how we look at what's happening in our world. Blessed are the peacemakers and yet it can 
shape the way that we live our lives. Like one life at a time. One relationship at a time. 
 
One of the places that I'm seeing this most often is like most of what I do in raising five-year-old 
twins is peacemaking. Last week Annie and Wheeler got into this argument. Recently, they had 



been learning about original sin in their Highland Kids Group here at the church. I'm so thankful 
for teachers who will teach them stuff like original sin and that they're learning about that. 
 
So, we're at the kitchen counter and we're having this family conversation. I think it was 
breakfast and my wife Ali asked a great question. She said, “Kids, which one of you can explain 
to me original sin?” Annie's like, okay I want to go first, I want to go first! She said, “So one day 
there was a boy named Adam and there was a serpent and the boy was the one who sinned 
first.” Wheeler was like, “no, no, no.” “You've got it totally wrong Annie.” He said, “It wasn't the 
boy, it was the girl, she made him do it, it was all her fault.” 
 
So, next thing the gloves were off and they're going after it and they're screaming at each 
other. They're knocking over their stools and Ali and I just sort of stepped back. It is one of 
those moments in parenting when we just made eye contact. We're like, yup, original sin, like 
playing out right here in our kitchen. Jesus says, "Blessed are the peacemakers." These are 
words that go deep and wide into our lives and into this world.  
 
Notice in this 7th Beatitude that we've been saying words that matter. We have hit this home 
week after week as we've walked through the Beatitudes. So mark this word, “maker.” 
“Maker.” Jesus is not here blessing peace lovers, although he certainly could. He's not blessing 
peace seekers, although that certainly would be a good thing. He's not even blessing peace 
keepers, although we certainly need those in our world. Jesus says that blessed, happy and 
fortunate are the peacemakers. Those who make peace, who create peace, who are putting 
peace into action. 
 
Now for most people this word peace means a kind of inner tranquility of the soul or an 
outward state which is the absence of conflict or war. In Scripture peace certainly includes 
those things but it is so much bigger than that. It's the Hebrew word “shalom.” “Shalom.” It's 
one of those Hebrew words that sounds a little bit like what it means. Shalom, Wholeness, 
soundness, fullness, life as God intended it to always be. It's harmony with God, harmony with 
others, with all of creation and with the self. 
 
When you look at the word “shalom” throughout the Scriptures, it's always a gift that comes 
from God. It's never something that's just generated or within our own souls. It's a gift from 
God. So, remember the great prophecy from Isaiah that we often like to read around Christmas. 
The prophecy that says, "To us a child is born, a son is given and he shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace." Jewish thought, that which 
comes last is often considered the greatest and so many Bible scholars believe that Eve was the 
climax of all creation, the greatest of God's creation because she came last. She was the 
crowning glory. 
 
According to that principle, what is the greatest quality of this Messiah that we long for? He will 
be a Wonderful Counselor, yes, a Mighty God, absolutely, an Everlasting Father, we so need to 
hear that, but above all he is the Prince of Peace. It is only in walking with this Prince of Peace 
that we can become makers of peace.  



What does it mean to be a peace maker? How do we become makers of peace? Let me just say 
this first and this is something I really am having to work on personally. I learned this from my 
old boss. He would often say, if you want to make peace, you can't fake peace. You want to 
make peace, you can't fake peace. The place where we tend to get really good at that is in the 
church. 
 
Earlier this week I was meeting with a small group of pastors from around the country. These 
are pastors of the Presbyterian Church, most of whom have been around for a long time. One 
of the recurring challenges that kept coming up in our prayers and our time together was how 
poorly we as churches, and we as pastors, tend to deal with conflict. In fact, one of these 
pastors, he said that he came out of a corporate context. He said it amazed him early on how 
the church seemed to handle conflict far more passive aggressively and in backhanded ways 
than the fortune 500 company that he used to work for. They were so much better at dealing 
with conflict he said. 
 
Just to be clear, avoiding or suppressing conflict is not the same thing as making peace. That 
strategy is about as successful for a church as it is in a marriage and it's not good. I can tell you 
from experience. If you want to make peace, you can't fake peace. I mean, of all places, 
shouldn't this be the one place where we can all come to learn how to deal with conflict in a 
healthy God honoring way? Shouldn't this be the place where it's modeled for our kids, 
students, marriages, and for people of different backgrounds and cultures and generations? 
What do I do when someone's wronged me? How do I make it right? How do I handle anger in a 
loving, honoring way? 
 
We should be talking about this and learning about this together? Shouldn’t we be practicing 
this in our accountability relationships, with the people who are mentoring us and the people 
that we're disciplining? We should be trying to figure this out together in our small groups and 
Sunday classes. How do we lean into conflict and not just avoid it like the plague? Again, as 
somebody whose spiritual gifts can be people pleasing, I got a long way to go but, let's learn 
together in this family from Jesus. I know that there are people here that want to learn from 
Jesus. What does it look like to be a peacemaker? Not to run from conflict, but to move toward 
it as a maker of peace.  
 
If we're willing to listen to him, if we're willing to open our eyes and open our ears to what 
Jesus would teach us and show us we will find he has a lot to say about this. We just have to 
turn the page in the Sermon on the Mount where he gives us three unbelievable illustrations of 
what it looks like to be a peacemaker. This is Matthew 5 if you want to open that Bible in front 
of you. This is later in the Sermon on the Mount and we're going to walk through a few verses 
together.  
 
These are three illustrations of a peacemaker. The first one is in verse 39, here's what Jesus 
says.  

"But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other cheek also."  



A lot of us have heard these words before. A little background to understand what's going on 
here. What Jesus does in these verses is absolutely brilliant. In that day, there were two ways to 
strike a person. A backhanded slap or a closed fisted punch. Two ways. So here's the big part of 
this, to slap someone, and this is what Jesus is trying to get to. To slap someone was a way to 
publicly insult them. You would only do this to someone whom you knew or you believed was, 
socially below you. It was degrading and shaming to be slapped. It was an act of subjection, a 
master to his slave, a boss to his worker, always to someone below you.  
 
In this Middle Eastern culture it was always backhanded and always with the right hand 
because this is the hand of power. So, right hand, backhanded slap, only to someone inferior to 
you. Now the only other way to strike someone in that day was to do it with a fist. But this is a 
very different deal. To strike someone with a punch meant that you were on equal ground with 
them. It meant that you were fighting equally. You would never punch someone that you 
thought was below you socially or culturally or inferior to you. These rules are really important 
in this 1st century culture that was built on shame and honor.  
 
With that look closely again at what Jesus says to this crowd that's gathered around him in 
verse 39. If someone slaps you, okay, this is a backhanded, right handed slap with the right 
hand on which cheek? On which cheek? 
 
Right. 
 
The right cheek, that's correct, yes. You're paying attention. Thank you. A right handed, 
backhanded slap on the right cheek. If you are then to turn the other cheek, what cheek is Jesus 
talking about? The left side of your face which your enemy who has just hit you with his right 
hand cannot strike with a backhanded slap. The physics don't work if you try to make sense of 
that. Do you understand what I'm saying here?  
 
By turning the other cheek, in that moment the left side of your face to the person who's just 
hit you, the only way they can strike you again is how? With their fist as an equal. Which in that 
culture, a culture that lives and dies by shame and honor, someone who thinks they're above 
you would never do that. Do you see what's going on in this moment? Jesus says don't fight 
back, but don't just stand there passively. He offers a third way, it's creative, it's courageous, it's 
empowering, and it is not conflict avoidant. It is giving your enemy a chance to wake up in that 
moment, to come to their senses and to realize that what they're doing is wrong.  
 
Jesus goes on, verse 40, second illustration, he says, "And if someone would sue you and take 
your tunic, let him have," better translation, "give to him your cloak as well." If someone has 
sued you for your tunic, I know we don't wear tunics anymore, at least I don't think we do in 
North America, it's the shirt off their back, right? What kind of financial situation do you think 
this person is in? This is not good, it means they've got nothing else to their name. Jesus says, if 
someone sues you for your shirt, here's what I want you to do. I want you to give them only 
other thing you have, your coat.  



Now, in this 1st century Middle Eastern culture, men would have two pieces of clothing. A tunic 
that's stretched down to cover their legs, and an outer coat. By the way, there were no pants in 
the New Testament, you can do the word search, no pants, alright, pants are not Biblical. I 
thought that was going to get a better response in the 10:00, the 8:45 was like, huh? I mean 
they were looking for pants in the New Testament. Here's the brilliance of what Jesus is leading 
into and doing in this moment. Put yourself in this situation. You're desperately poor, some 
heartless creditor comes along and sues you for the shirt off your back so all you have left is 
your coat. Jesus says, I want you to give that to him as well.  
 
Simple question, if you have two articles of clothing and you give away both, what does that 
leave you? Naked. Alright, now you have to understand, nakedness in that culture was, again, it 
was a shameful, humiliating thing. So much more than in ours today. Here's the key and again, 
this is so different, so counter cultural for us. In that day, it wasn't the person who was naked 
who experienced the shame, it was the one who sees you naked. That's counter intuitive for us, 
the one who sees you naked is the one who experiences or receives or puts on that shame.  
 
This is why you can read in the Old Testament these prophets like Isaiah, and in these moments 
of protesting the injustices of their day, what would they sometimes do? They would strip 
down, they would take off their clothes and protest in public as way of saying to all these 
people, shame on you, shame on you. Think about this, now this rich man, who has sued you 
for your shirt, now he has a choice to make. Does he take your coat? Does he expose himself to 
shame, or does he wake up and come to his senses and realize in his heart, I don't want that 
shame? I don't want to be that guy who takes everything from someone who has nothing.  
 
Once again it opens the aggressor to a possible change of heart, that's what the gospel, that's 
what a peacemaker, what gospelized humanity always does. It invites your enemy into the 
possibility of a better way. When you do that Jesus says, blessed are you, blessed are you when 
you make peace. Just looking through this lens, can you remember back to some of the great 
voices of the Civil Rights struggle in our country or the fight against the Apartheid? Many of 
them were women and men who were so deeply shaped and cultivated by these words that we 
have in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus' words which gave them this vision which they 
announced to the world and to our country, that there is a better way for us to become one 
human family. Loving God and loving one another. There is a better way that's not about 
revenge and it's not a gospel of the doormat. It's creative. It's courageous. It's empowering and 
it's a response that shows people there's another way, a gospel way.  
 
He shares with us one last illustration. He says, this is what peace making looks like, verse 41, 
Jesus says this, "And if anyone," again these are familiar words for us, "If anyone forces you to 
go one mile, go with him two miles, go with him two."  
 
Again, this crowd who's gathered around Jesus, they're listening to him preach on this hillside 
and they knew exactly what he was talking about. In the 1st century, Israel was an area that 
was occupied by a foreign power, the Roman Empire. Because of that Roman soldiers were 
everywhere. It was just a part of life, you'd see them all the time. Certain ethnic groups, like the 



Jewish people, certain minorities in that context, they were treated harshly by these soldiers, 
inhumanely. It was blatant racism.  
 
There was this law, there's actually a law that if a Roman soldier wanted you to carry his 
backpack, you had to do it. It was an act of colonial exploitation. It was this reminder daily of 
who it is that's in charge, but even then, there were limits to this. So by Roman law if a soldier 
forced you or was caught forcing an individual to carry his pack for more than one mile he could 
be reprimanded or punished by his officer.  
 
Here's what Jesus says to this crowd, many of whom are Jewish, he says, 
 "When that soldier forces you to carry his pack one mile, why stop there, why not keep walking 
and carry his burden even further."  
 
Think about what that does. If this soldier does nothing, and lets you carry his pack even further 
and his commanding officer finds out, he could be punished. By continuing to carry that pack, 
the whole dynamic changes, who has the power now? This officer now has to ask you to put 
down the pack. Again, this is not about revenge and we don't do this with a spirit of moral 
superiority, Jesus is offering a creative, courageous, empowering response to injustice and hurt.  
 
When someone uses their power to hurt you or exploit you, or insult you, you don't have to 
fight back but you don't just have to stand there and roll over and take it like a doormat! In 
each case Jesus is saying, don't try to get even in that moment. This is not eye for eye, instead I 
want you to go on the offensive and act in a way that changes the dynamics of this encounter. 
It's active engagement. Turn to him your other cheek, give him your coat and go with him two 
miles. Of these words, remember that word, “maker,” not “peace loving” or “peace longing,” 
but “making.” It's an active response.  
 
Now it's true, if we do that, when followers of Jesus respond in this way, yes it may lead to 
more hurt and more humiliation, and it may even lead to persecution as we're going to see next 
week. Peacemakers tend to get persecuted but it's always offering this way out of the cycle of 
revenge and a chance for your enemy to wake up and to see that what he's doing, that what 
she's doing, is wrong and to begin to find a way forward.  
 
The gospel always does this, it's always inviting people into peace. Then Jesus kind of sums all 
this up after these three illustrations. He says this in verse 43, "You have heard that it was said, 
you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy."  
 
Right? That's the message that we hear every day, that's the message of our world.  
 
"But I say to you, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you so that you may be 
sons and daughters."  
 
There it is, "Sons and daughters of your father who is in heaven."  
 



What was the promise of this Beatitude?  
 

"Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be children of God." 
 

 So how do you respond to someone who's hurt you or wronged you? From the day we were 
born, from the day I was born, as far back as I can remember, there's this little voice inside me 
that says, you hurt me and I will hurt you back. That's the wisdom of this world. It's this never-
ending cycle of revenge and fighting back and payback. You can see this if you look at history, at 
politics, hurt me and I will hurt you back. Jesus says it doesn't have to be that way. Would you 
let me lead you into peace? 
 
Man how we need that kind of healing today. For this city, for our country, our nation, for 
families that are torn apart by anger and hate and revenge. So last thing and maybe this is for 
us, the most important, we cannot be a peacemaker without first coming to the Cross. Coming 
to the Cross, where we see that Jesus, he's only calling us to do what he was first willing to do 
for you and me. On the night of his arrest, his enemies, they took him and they struck him in 
the face and they beat him senselessly, but he did not fight back, he turned the other cheek. 
They took him to court, and they ran him through the shame of a trial. Then they took the shirt 
off his back and he said here take my coat as well.  
 
As they walked that road to Calvary, these soldiers who insulted him and continued to beat him 
and mock him, they made him carry the Cross, a burden that he did not deserve to bear. Yet he 
refused to seek revenge, in fact, even as they nailed him to that Cross you could hear him 
saying, "Father, forgive, forgive." This is our only hope, is the hope of the Cross. Where Jesus 
took all of the violence, all of the injustice, all of the ethnic battles and burned down churches, 
and genocides, and broken families, and torn apart homes, and on that Cross the Son of God, 
who had every right to fight back, he said, no, I gave up that right when I gave up my life for 
you.  
 
When the spirit of this crucified Christ, when it touches down into your life, and into families, 
this church, we can become the peacemakers that God longs for us to be and this world 
desperately needs. 
 
As we close, what I want to do is lead us into, what for many of you may be a pretty well-known 
prayer, a peacemaking prayer, this is the prayer of Saint Francis. God make me an instrument of 
peace. As I pray this, maybe there's an area of conflict in your life right now, in your marriage, 
family, in a relationship. Maybe like so many of us this morning, you're just torn up by the 
divisiveness that you see around us, in our culture, in our country, in our day.  
 
You know often we have a tendency when we experience these things to say God, we come 
together and we pray God, would you fix them? Would you change those people who are 
causing all this strife out there?  I wonder if just for a moment, regardless of who the “they” is 
in your life, if we would just pray and ask God would you make us an instrument of your peace? 
Make me a peacemaker, that we would be a people of peace. By that I don't mean the peace of 



Palm Sunday. To borrow a phrase from Vic Pence, “Palm Sunday peace,” is the shallow peace of 
a crowd that has come together to shout Hosannas. That God would lead us to become a 
people of Good Friday peace. That peace that only comes through the deep reconciliation of 
the Cross. 
 
Would you bow your head with me and I'll pray over all of us these words: 
 
 “Lord make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where 
there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is darkness, light. Where there 
is sadness, joy. Oh Divine master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to 
console. To be understood, as to understand. To be loved, as to love. For it is in giving that we 
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal 
life.” 
 
God as we pray these words and as we continue to ask you to come and heal our hearts and 
shift our hearts, would you keep our eyes fixed on Jesus?  The Prince of Peace who lives in and 
through us as we pray that this peace would shine from this place like a city on a hill, right here 
in Dallas, Fort Worth, our country, our world. Make this church an instrument of your peace. We 
pray all this in the name of the Prince of Peace himself, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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