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It's great to be with you on what's known as World Communion Sunday. On this day we 
celebrate the fact that the Holy Spirit who dwells within each of us unites us to brothers and 
sisters in this family of Jesus Christ. All throughout the world, many of whom, even right now 
today, are facing intense persecution precisely because of their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Just this last month there was a church in Beijing, China, the largest non-government church. 
It's known as Zion Church and just this last month they were forcibly disbanded. It's part of a 
nationwide effort to try to root out religious belief, particularly Christianity. Many people would 
say that it's the most intense persecution of Chinese Christians since the Cultural Revolution 50 
years ago. These Christians, they came to worship on a Sunday morning. They found that the 
furniture of the church had all been gathered up to be sold off. They found that the doors of 
the church were locked and barred to entrance. Not because, like our church, they were going 
through an exciting transform, renovation project and getting ready to go through that 
renovation. No, instead they found they were no longer permitted onto the church premises. 
 
These Christians, not to be discouraged, they went to a nearby park. They planned to worship 
together there and they were chased off by the police. They warned them that if they 
attempted to worship together again, not only would it go on their permanent record, but it 
would go on their kids' permanent record as well. So, when the time would come for instance 
for kids to want to go to a great school, somewhere maybe like the University of Texas who just 
had an amazing win, by the way, yesterday. Texas is clearly back. But if those kids wanted be 
Longhorns or Sooners, to be Baylor Bears or they wanted to go to TCU, they wouldn't be able 
to. They wouldn't be able to apply to those schools. They would be barred from access to 
various different kinds of jobs. Their future would be redirected because of their parents' faith 
in Jesus. 
 
More than that, police have called some of the employers of church members raising questions 
and concerns about them. Can you imagine if your boss got a call about you from the police? I 
think Bryan would probably say, "Charlie, why are the police calling about you?" I might not 
have a job for very long. Your job could be jeopardized. In fact, the pastor of this church, one 
day recently as he was walking along a sidewalk on a busy street in Beijing, suddenly a 
motorcycle coming from completely the opposite direction of traffic, suddenly swerved up onto 
the sidewalk and ran him over. He survived. He's still alive, but many people would say it might 
have been a government attempt to take his life, if not to put him on notice that they could. 



Yet amazingly, remarkably this brother in Christ has already publicly forgiven the person who 
attempted to run him over. This church, rather than cowering in fear, has continued to find 
joyful, creative, bold ways to continue worshiping Jesus together. They now refer to themselves 
as the “Walking Church.” What they do is they get together in small groups, they put on their 
headphones and they're listening to a sermon. They're listening to worship music and they're 
walking along together so that they can continue to worship Jesus. Absolutely remarkable. 
 
You find this kind of response not just among persecuted Christians in China, but really all 
throughout the world. Whether it's in Ethiopia, where Christians are often excluded from their 
family and pushed out of their community for their faith in Christ. Or in northern India, where 
Christians may find that after going to worship, they return to find that their home has been 
burned to the ground. Or in Egypt, where we've heard over the last year about these moments 
where people are asked to renounce their faith in Christ or they're killed right there on the 
spot. 
 
Amidst this persecution, you continue to see this courage, this assurance, even this joy in Jesus 
in the face of such frightening persecution. It's what you might call the “paradox of 
persecution,” It's the paradox of which Jesus speaks in our eighth and final Beatitude this 
morning. In Matthew Chapter 5, we've been going through the Beatitudes, these blessings of 
Jesus. If you want to turn with me to Matthew 5, verses 10 through 12, we'll read these verses 
together. This is God's living, active word for us today. 
 
Matthew 5, beginning in verse 10 Jesus says this,  
"Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven."  
 
Then he turns and he makes it even more personal and he says,  
 
"Blessed are you when other people insult you, and persecute you, and falsely speak all kinds of 
evil against you because of me, rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 
Initially, when we hear that it may sound almost absurd. How could that be? Blessed are you 
when you're persecuted? Okay, so when you find that you've been pushed out of your own 
family because of your faith, or simply excluded maybe from a group of friends, or when you 
find that you can't get access to work, or when you're passed over for a promotion because of 
your faith in Jesus, why would that be a moment of God's blessing? Why would that be an 
occasion to rejoice and be glad? That's a paradox. You know what a paradox is, right? 
Apparently something that seems to be absurd. A self-contradictory statement that only, when 
more closely examined, may in fact prove to be true. And so, that's what we're going to do this 
morning. We're going to press into that paradox. We're going to see how, in fact, it is true as we 
look at each side of that paradox together. 
  



First, on the one hand, Jesus says that if you are a Christian, you can expect that you will face 
some persecution for your faith. How do we know that? Because remember the Beatitudes? 
We've said this every single week but it's worth saying again. The Beatitudes are not describing 
eight different kinds of people or eight different kinds of life circumstances. Here's a word of 
comfort and encouragement if you're going through this kind of thing. No, Jesus is describing 
one kind of person. These are eight marks of a Christian. 
  
How do you know that you have the blessing of God? How do you know that you've entered 
into his kingdom? Jesus says here how you can know because these eight marks will be true of 
your life and increasingly so. A Christian is somebody who is poor in spirit and they see they're 
spiritually impoverished before God. A Christian is somebody who shows mercy to other people 
because God has shown such mercy to them. In the same way Jesus says a Christian is 
somebody who gets persecuted, who faces opposition for their faith in Jesus Christ. 
  
Of course, if we live in a place like the United States of America, which we do, that persecution 
may be to a much lesser degree. We enjoy all sorts of religious freedoms and liberties for which 
we are grateful, even being able to gather for worship this morning. And yet, nevertheless, 
Jesus says if you ever thought that it would be possible, if Christians were just cool enough, if 
we could just be relatable enough, if we could just be more fun to be around and everybody 
would be drawn to Jesus. Everybody would be attracted to the church. Jesus says you can 
throw out that idea right now. 
  
In fact, II Timothy 3:12 says this. It says,  
 

"All who live a Godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted." 
                                            
Not some, not many but all who live a Godly life in Christ Jesus. If you are actually seeking to 
live out your faith in Christ, Paul says you will be persecuted. In fact, Jesus himself says that no 
servant is greater than his master, so if they persecuted me, they also will persecute you. He 
says expect it. 
  
To be sure, Jesus was not always persecuted. He wasn't always opposed. In fact, there were 
many people who were attracted to Jesus. They were drawn to Jesus because he lived this 
unusual, remarkable love for other people. Jesus was like a magnet in the sense that just as 
people were attracted, they were drawn to him, there were other people who were repulsed. 
They were repelled by him. They were offended by Jesus and therefore they persecuted Jesus. 
Jesus says therefore, if you are my disciple, you can expect that same dynamic of some 
attraction, but also some persecution should be true of your life, too. That persecution can 
come in a number of different ways and forms and for different reasons so let me just suggest a 
few ways that can happen.  
  
If you're a Christian, you might be persecuted simply for trying to quietly live out your Christian 
convictions. You might not even say anything to other people about what they're doing or 
about how they should be living. But you might be persecuted simply for trying to live out your 



faith where you are. I have a friend of mine who works in sales and typically they can fulfill an 
order for a client in about six weeks. That's their turnaround time for manufacturing. He had a 
client come and wanted to place a really big order. He knew at that moment manufacturing 
was really backed up, so it was going to be 10, 12 weeks at least before an order can be filled. 
He went to his manager and he said, "Hey, is there any chance we could expedite this order? 
It's a really important client." And the manager said, "No, I'm sorry." And my friend said, "What 
should I tell them then?" And the manager said, "Tell them they'll have it in six weeks because 
it's nowhere listed in the contract. They'll get it when they get it, but we don't want to lose 
their business." 
  
My friend is a believer, he's a Christian. He's not a perfect person but he's trying to live out 
Jesus' call to be a person of integrity; let your yes be yes, and your no be no. So he said to the 
manager, "I don't think that I can do that. I feel like I need to be honest with him." The manager 
didn't like that. He went back to the client and he was honest, and actually he didn't lose the 
deal. He didn't lose the client, but he lost the manager. A couple of weeks later when an older 
man was retiring, he was going to give my friend his book of business because he's a great 
salesman. The manager suddenly stepped in and redirected that to somebody else. Sometimes, 
you might be persecuted simply for trying to live out your faith in Jesus. 
  
High school students or if you're a college student, I remember when I was in high school and 
college. If you were somebody who says, "I'm a follower of Jesus, and so therefore I believe 
God's word when it says that he has put the authorities of the government in place. As long as 
they don't contradict God's word, I'm supposed to seek to be obedient to them." The drinking 
age currently in our country is 21, and Jesus says not to be drunk on wine but to be filled with 
the Spirit. So here you are and you're with your friends, and you're trying to be obedient to 
that, and you're not drinking even if they might be.  
  
In some cases, they might not give you a hard time. They might be okay with that. But in many 
other cases, even if you don't even say anything to them, they might still feel uncomfortable 
having you there. They might still feel convicted, especially if they know why you're not drinking 
with them. They might feel judged by you, even if you don't say anything to them. You might 
find that even if they don't make fun of you, they might not invite you to be with them. You 
might be excluded. You might lose your group of friends because you're trying to live out your 
faith in Christ. 
  
Sometimes, you can be persecuted just for trying to live out your convictions. Suppose you 
actually open your mouth and you do say something, which the Scriptures calls us to do, to 
speak the truth in love. Sometimes, when you do that, it doesn't matter how loving you might 
be. Especially when God's word doesn't align with what our culture thinks about how you 
should treat other people, or how to use your money, or how to use your body. When you're 
willing to speak the truth in love, sometimes it might not be well-received no matter how loving 
the intentions might be. Somebody might persecute you, they might ridicule you. I talked to 
somebody in our church this week. She said that happened at her workplace recently. People 



called her a “goody-goody” because of what she was willing to say in the conversation there. 
When you speak the truth in love ...  
  
Thirdly, if you ever actually do get a chance to share with somebody the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Gospel itself may be offensive. That's what the Apostle Paul says in Galatians 6. He says you 
could be persecuted because of the offense of the Cross. You might say why would the Cross be 
offensive? I thought that the Cross was the symbol of God's amazing love for us, to die for our 
sins. Why would the Cross be offensive? But if you're asking that question, let me suggest that 
maybe you've never fully understood what the Cross means. At some level the cross should be 
offensive to each and every one of us here. 
  
You see, typically as people, we want to think of ourselves as good people. We want to justify 
ourselves. We want to build up a sense of righteousness and think, "Yeah, I've done some 
things wrong, but generally I'm not a terrible person. And I try to do what I'm supposed to do 
and treat other people okay, and haven't gone to prison for any heinous crimes." Generally, we 
want to think of ourselves as decent, good people. But if that's true, if we basically are good 
people, then the Cross is absolutely excessive. It is way over the top. It's completely 
unnecessary. It's absurd. It's cruel to think that Jesus would have to die on the Cross for our sins 
if we're basically good people. 
  
You see, the reality is what the Cross shows us is actually that we're far more selfish, more self-
interested, we're far more sinful, we're far more hostile to God. We are wanting to rule over 
our own lives instead of him. And the Cross tells us that the only way that we can be reconciled 
to a holy God is if that God were himself to come, take on our flesh and endure infinite 
judgment of his own wrath in our place for us to be restored to him. 
  
Before the Cross is ever attractive, it's offensive. Before the Cross can ever be sweet, it's first 
bitter. It offends our self-righteousness. It offends our goodness. It might offend people of 
other religions because, you see, the Cross tells us it doesn't matter if you're religious or not. It 
doesn't matter how religious you are. It doesn't matter how much you pray to God or how good 
of a person you try to be. The only way you could restored to God is through the saving death 
of Jesus on your behalf. So therefore, the Cross might be offensive, and therefore bring 
persecution. 
  
And fourth and finally, Christians might be persecuted because we're people whose highest 
loyalty is to Jesus. You might be a Republican, might be a Democrat. I think we've got some 
elections coming up. The signs seem to suggest that. You might be a Republican, you might be a 
Democrat, you might have a sign out in our yard. But if you're a Christian, there should be times 
when, because of your loyalty to Jesus, you don't align with your party. You might be a Sooner, 
you might be a Longhorn, but you can love across the aisle because of your loyalty to Jesus. You 
might be from the United States, you might be from China, but you have a higher loyalty than 
your nation to Jesus. In a lot of places that's threatening, especially to the government. 
  



That's why Christians are being persecuted in China. Pastor Ben Wong told me a funny, kind of 
a scary story about a church in China. Recently, a government official came and said, "We want 
you, where you have the Cross at the front of your service, we want you to have two pictures 
alongside it. One picture of Mao Zedong, who led the Communist revolution in China, and one 
picture of Xi Jinping, the current president." And the pastor ... it's okay to use creativity. He 
said, "Well you know, we worship Jesus here, not political leaders." But he said, "I don't know if 
you want to put up those pictures anyway because in the Bible, Jesus was crucified and there 
were two thieves on either side of him. And you know, one of those thieves, he died in his sin. 
But the other one repented and came to faith in Jesus. Now is that the message that you're 
hoping to send?" The government official said, "On second thought, I don't think we want to 
put up those pictures." 
  
Sometimes Christians are seen as a threat to the state because they have that higher loyalty to 
Jesus. What Jesus is saying therefore in this Beatitude is if you're a person who's trying to live 
out your convictions; if you're a person who ever opens your mouth to speak the truth in love; 
if you're a person who's willing to share not just the good news, but the bad news of the Gospel 
as well; and if you're a person who finds that your highest loyalty is to Jesus, Jesus says expect 
that persecution will come. 
  
To be clear, Jesus doesn't say you'll always be persecuted. He doesn't say that that's only going 
to be your experience with other people. In fact, if you find that you're always being persecuted 
because of your faith or it feels that way, you feel like people are always offended by you, you 
might not be being persecuted because of righteousness. You might be persecuted because of 
rudeness. You could just be obnoxious. Maybe you're just being confrontational. You're 
unnecessarily argumentative. You're always wanting to fight people over your faith. If that's the 
case, you need to repent of that. You might be persecuted not because you're a Christian, but 
in spite of being a Christian. Jesus was gentle. He was loving. He was winsome in the way he 
related with other people. So, if you're always persecuted, it's probably not because of 
righteousness, but self-righteousness. 
  
But here's the other side, and this is what's been so convicting for me to think about this week. 
This is the challenge of this Beatitude. Jesus says if you're never persecuted, if you can sit here 
through this sermon and you're wracking your brain trying to think when was a time when I was 
ever made fun of, or excluded, or mistreated in some way because I'm trying to live out my 
faith in Christ, then I think Jesus is probably saying to us that we need to consider we might just 
be being cowards. We could just be stuffing our faith for fear. Maybe we're not living lives that 
are particularly remarkable. If we are, maybe we're afraid to open our mouths and tell people 
why our lives are remarkable. 
  
That's the challenge of this Beatitude, that we might not be persecuted because we've fallen 
into this trap of fear. But you see, the problem is when we do that, when we allow our fear to 
have the loudest voice, Jesus says you miss out on the blessing. You miss out on experiencing 
the blessing of God in the midst of that persecution. You might say how could persecution be 



the means of enjoying God's blessing. Let me suggest two ways how that could be the case as 
we close together. 
  
First, when you're persecuted for your faith in Jesus, you experience the blessing of God's 
assurance. You notice Jesus says,   
                                            

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness." Why? "For theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven."  

                                             
You see, it's in those moments when you're persecuted for Jesus' sake that the Holy Spirit 
comes and floods your heart. It is with this assurance that if you're willing to endure this for 
Jesus, then in fact you actually belong to Jesus, that your destiny is with Jesus. You can identify 
with Jesus in that because he identifies with you. 
  
Jesus knows what it's like to be persecuted. When you look at the life of Jesus, somebody who 
loved and lived in the way that he did, what did Jesus deserve? Praises. A Nobel Peace Prize. He 
should have been given parades and honorary degrees and accolades. Yet instead, he was 
persecuted. The religious leaders, they conspired against him. The Roman soldiers arrested him. 
They beat him and mocked him and abused him. All sorts of false allegations spoken about him. 
Even his own friends abandoned him! Then he was hung on a cross to die in the most shameful 
and painful of ways. Jesus knows what it is to be persecuted. 
  
In those moments when we're persecuted, we can sense the nearness of Jesus to us, Jesus who 
has joined his life to ours. We're given this blessing of assurance. But even more than that, 
there's a second blessing, and it's the blessing of the advance of the Gospel. First in our hearts 
but then also the advance of the Gospel in the world. Think about it with me. Why was Jesus 
persecuted? Why was Jesus treated as cruelly as he was? There are a lot of answers to that. But 
the deepest answer of all is because of me and it's because of you. It's because of our sin. That's 
why he was treated in the way that he was. 
  
When Jesus was praying on the cross, "Father forgive them for they know not what they do," 
He was praying for us. Because you see, as Christians we understand the fact that ultimately it 
was our sin that led Jesus to the Cross. It wasn't an accident of history. It wasn't just a tragic 
ending. No, he was there for a purpose, for a reason, to die for our sins. Maybe you know the 
song, "Behold the man upon the Cross, I sin upon his shoulders, ashamed I hear my mocking 
voice call out among the scoffers. It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished, 
but his dying breath has brought me life. I know that it is finished." We as Christians, we 
understand that the persecution that Jesus faced was the very means by which God brought 
about our salvation. 
  
When you see the way in which Jesus was persecuted for you ... In fact, only if you see how 
Jesus was persecuted for you, would you ever be willing to endure persecution for him. To 
count it even an honor to suffer in his name? Friends, that's the story of the church. That's our 



history as a people. Always, it's been through persecution that the church grows. Tertullian said 
“It's the blood of the Martyrs that's the seed of the church.” 
  
The Roman government did everything they could to stamp out the early Christians. They were 
thrown to the lions in the Gladiator games. They were cut in two. Their bodies were lit on fire 
to light the garden parties of the Emperor Nero. Can you could imagine something so cruel? Yet 
as Christians continued to praise Jesus, as they refused to renounce their faith in Christ. Indeed, 
as they continued to respond with love for their persecutors, to say “Father forgive them for 
they don't know what they're doing” as they continue not to retaliate. There was this wondrous 
beauty, this attraction to Jesus that led to many, many, many more people being brought into 
the kingdom of God and the Gospel continued to advance. 
  
You see, the same thing continues to happen today. Just as not one drop of Jesus' blood was 
wasted. So too, not one insult, not one joke, not one pain, not one hurt, not one exclusion, not 
one drop of Christian blood ever shed for Jesus' sake will be wasted as more and more people 
are brought into the kingdom of God. Friends, it's that Gospel that has taken hold of our hearts. 
That Gospel that we get to share with other people, that we get to celebrate at the Lord's Table 
together this morning. 
  
I want to invite Pastor Ben Wang to come and join me at the table. Before we celebrate 
Communion together, let me lead us in a brief moment of prayer. Would you join me as we 
pray?  
                                            
Our heavenly Father, we take a moment now to think of our brothers and sisters around the 
globe who endure great suffering because of your name, and yet they rejoice and are glad. We 
give you thanks for their example. We pray for your protection, your encouragement and your 
comfort for them. We pray that in our own lives that you would help us to take that step of faith 
to align our lives more, Jesus, with you. 
  
Even when persecution comes you give us the blessing of your assurance, and the blessing of 
knowing, Jesus, that you were persecuted for us so that we could endure suffering in your name. 
We thank you for the chance to tangibly experience your love for us this morning as we come to 
this table joined by our family in Christ around the world. Amen. 
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