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Well, big thanks to Caleb Hardy who is our worship leader at Peak Street Church, our new church plant 
in Dallas. Caleb, thank you for being with us this morning. Jeremy McCasland is over leading worship at 
Peak Street today. We're grateful for what God is doing there, and for what he's doing here. Glad that 
you're here this morning. I want to welcome any of you who are joining us online, and maybe any of you 
who've come back this week after visiting last week to hear our guest preacher Tim Keller. I will say it is 
a little bit intimidating to preach on the Sunday right after Tim Keller. For those of you who are March 
Madness fans, maybe it's a little like going from watching the Elite Eight to the NIT, the consolation 
tournaments for the teams that don't make it into the big dance. But it's great to be with you. 

This morning we're continuing in our series in the story of the Exodus. It is this great story of God's 
rescue of his people of Israel out of their slavery in Egypt into the freedom of knowing and following 
him. Yet today we come to the part in that Exodus story, which for filmmakers is maybe the most 
thrilling, and yet for readers is quite possibly the most disturbing, namely the plagues. God sends 10 
devastating plagues on the people of Egypt. You can read about them in Exodus Chapters 7 through 10. 
Today, we're going to cover just the first nine. We'll come to the 10th next Sunday. Perhaps for some of 
you, maybe its sections in the Bible like the plagues that are part of why you have a hard time with the 
God of the Bible. I've talked to a friend recently who's been exploring Christianity. He said, for a long 
time he thought that Christianity was all about this angry, judgmental God. 

A God who if you don't live up to his standards he's going to plague you. He's going to smite you. Maybe 
for some of you its sections like these in the Bible that have kept you wanting to keep an arm's length 
from the God of the Bible. I can understand how you could read these stories, and you could come to 
that sort of impression. So, why the plagues? Why are these in the Bible? Why is this part of the Exodus 
story? We love the idea in the story that here is a God who sees the suffering of his people in slavery. He 
sees them oppressed, he has compassion upon them, and so, he rescues them, he delivers them from 
that bondage into the freedom of knowing him. We love that, but why the plagues? Was it really 
necessary for God to inflict all of this suffering on the people of Egypt through the plagues? Why are 
these in the Bible? What do they have to teach us about the God of Bible? 

In order to answer that question, you've got to go back to the very first exchange between Moses and 
Pharaoh the king of Egypt. You find it in Exodus 5:1-2. Here's what we've read, 

 “Afterward, Moses and Aaron went, and said to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, let my 
people go that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.' But, Pharaoh said, 'Who is the Lord that I 
should obey his voice, and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and more over I will not let Israel go.'” 
Pharaoh says, “Who is the Lord that I should obey him?”  

It's Pharaoh's question. Frankly, it's a lot of people's question. Maybe it's even some of our question, 
“Who is the Lord that I should obey him?” We don't love the word obey. Just ask any two-year-old. Ask 



any 42-year-old. We don't like to obey, it sounds subservient. We want to be in charge of our own lives. 
Who is the Lord that I should obey him? That I should worship him? Who is the God of the Bible? 

You could say, who is Jesus that I should center and build my life around him? Pharaoh's question is 
essentially the question that lies behind the plagues. That's the question that the plagues set out to 
answer. Through the plagues, God has given three answers to Pharaoh's question. Why should I obey 
the Lord? Why should I worship him? Why should I build my life around him? For three reasons that we 
see in the plagues. Number one, because he is God, and he alone is God. The Lord alone is God. 
Secondly, because he is our maker. He's our creator. He fashioned us, and therefore, he knows what is 
for our flourishing, and for our good. Then, thirdly, because yes, though he is a just judge it's through his 
judgment that he saves. We'll look at those three together this morning. 

First, why should I obey the Lord? Because, he and he alone is God. Pharaoh says, “Who is the Lord that I 
should obey him?” And, when Pharaoh asks this question he's not asking it as an atheist, he's not asking 
it as somebody who denies that there's any spiritual reality. In fact, he didn't just have one god, Pharaoh 
had 112 different gods. He believed in lots of gods. In fact, Pharaoh thought that he was one of them. 
You've heard of people having a god complex, or god delusion. That was certainly true for Pharaoh, and 
so, when he asks this question it's not because he's an atheist, but, essentially, what he's saying to 
Moses is, who are you to say that your God is better? Who are you to say that I should listen to, that I 
should obey your God? You have your God, we have our gods, but who are you to insist? Who is your 
God to insist that I should have to comply with him that he has any claims over my life? 

It's a very modern sort of question that Pharaoh here is asking, the question that this Egyptian pharaoh 
asked 3000 years ago it's essentially the same question that my Egyptian seatmate was asking on a flight 
to Colorado Springs about two months ago. He said, “That's the thing about sitting next to a pastor on a 
plane. You're trapped. I've got two hours, I'm going to give him my best shot.” And so, the moment that 
the ear pods came out, the conversation began. He was a very kind, a very thoughtful man. He wanted 
to talk about life's big questions. In fact, he was very glad to hear the difference that Jesus had made in 
my life. But when the conversation turned to what Jesus says about himself and Jesus doesn't just say 
he's a good teacher. He claims that he is none other than the eternal Son of God, but Jesus' claim that 
he is actually the only way to God, well, that's when my friend began to push back. 

He said, “Wait a minute, are you saying that your view of God is better? What about my Egyptian 
friends, and family members who are Muslims? Are you saying that they are wrong in their view of God? 
What about my Buddhist friend who lives in Japan? Are you saying that he's wrong? I don't really know 
what I believe, but are you saying that your view of spiritual reality is better than mine? That I should 
conform, that I should change to the way you see things about God?” I said, “Well, it's not my way. It's 
Jesus' way of seeing things.” But, essentially, it's a fair question. He's says, “Isn't that a little bit 
arrogant.” I mean, it might be more humble to say that no one can know. There are all these religious 
beliefs, but nobody can really know which view of God is better. Nobody can know which religion is 
right, nobody can say that they know that spiritual reality really is true. Wouldn't that be more humble 
to say that? 

There are a couple of problems with that? The first of which is there's a problem in that sort of logic. You 
see, the moment that somebody says, “You can't know, you can't know which view of God is better.” 
The moment somebody says you can't know, well, then the question follows is, well, then how can you 
know? How do you know that statement is true? If somebody says, “You can't know that one view of 
God is better.” You say, “Well, how do you know that that statement is true?” You see, you're making an 



absolute statement about spiritual reality even if you might not initially see that? If somebody says you 
can't know, you say, “How do you know?” How do you know that God hasn't chosen to reveal himself in 
a unique, absolute way in the person of Jesus Christ? That logic it breaks down on its own grounds and 
that's a problem. But the second problem, maybe a bigger problem is that the God of the Bible refuses 
to be known as just one God among many. 

And, you see, that's what he's demonstrating through the plagues. Each time that God sends a plague on 
the people of Egypt, this one phrase gets repeated every time beginning in Chapter 7:17. He says, “I'm 
going to send this plague so that you may know that I am the Lord.” In other words, so that you may 
know that I, and I alone, I'm God. Have you ever asked yourself the question, why are there 10 plagues? 
Like, if God knew it was going to take the 10th plague to finally get Pharaoh to come around, why not 
just cut right to the chase? If that was going to be the kicker, why not just go straight to the 10th 
plague? Why do you need all 10? And, for that matter of these 10, I mean, they're kind of strange 
plagues, aren't they? Frogs, gnats, boils, darkness. I mean, why these particular plagues? But, when God 
sends these plagues on the people of Egypt, they're not random, or haphazard. Actually, each of these 
plagues is surgically intended to demonstrate that God, and God alone, is God. It's meant to dismantle 
the Egyptian pantheon of gods. 

All of Egypt worship it's centered around the Nile River, around the land, around the sky, around the 
sun, and each of these plagues is intended to demonstrate that the gods of Egypt are in fact no gods at 
all. The first plague God sends a plague on the Nile River. There were a lot of Egyptian gods and 
goddesses associated with the Nile River. The chief among them was a god named Hapi. You can see him 
depicted here always in the blue, there's the Nile River, and the god Hapi was a god that the Egyptians 
would sacrifice to. They would worship, because so much of the Egyptian happiness was tied to the Nile 
River. That's where they got their power and prosperity, their comfort as a nation, and if the first plague 
is a plague on the Nile River, it becomes absolutely undrinkable. There's nothing Hapi can do to stop it. 
The second plague is the plague of frogs. Frogs seem strange, doesn't it? We have all these frogs 
everywhere, but there was an Egyptian goddess by the name of Heqet. Heqet was the goddess of 
fertility, of fruitfulness. She's always depicted with the head of a frog. 

Yet here you have these frogs completely out of control. They're in the mixing bowls, they're in the 
ovens, they're in your bed. You can't get rid of these frogs, they're reproducing like crazy, and there's 
nothing Heqet can do to stop it. You could go through each of the plagues in this way until you finally 
get to the ninth plague, the penultimate plague, the plague of darkness, and who is the most powerful 
of the Egyptian gods? It was the sun god Ra, who every day would fight a battle against the demon of 
darkness to bring the light of day, and then, the ninth plague you have this plague of darkness. The Bible 
says it was a darkness that could be felt. You couldn't even light a candle within, a supernatural 
darkness. That would have been the most terrifying plague of all. You say, "what's so bad about the 
darkness? Fumbling around, that wouldn't be great, but that's better than boils. 

But, this would have been the most terrifying plague. For the people of Egypt this plague demonstrated 
that their most powerful god was utterly powerless compared to the God of the Hebrews, the God of 
the Bible. You see, what God is doing through these plagues is he's revealing, he's demonstrating to the 
people of Egypt. He’s even demonstrating to the people of Israel who might be tempted to worship 
these gods. He is showing them that these gods are no gods. Even the things that they represented, that 
were inclined to worship, power, success, fertility, fruitfulness and comfort. What God is doing is he's 
saying, "Actually, these gods are no gods at all." There is one true God, and he is God alone. Now, if you 
stop there, if that's all you learn, if that's all you take away from this story, that there is one true God, 



and he has all of the power, well, then you might respond in one of two ways. Either you'll reject that, 
because you'll say, "That seems very narrow minded. That seems even offensive to believe that there's 
only one true God, one true religion." You might reject it, or you might accept it. You might acknowledge 
it, but that doesn't mean you'll like it. You might still fight against it. 

Secondly, why should we obey the Lord? Not just because he's got all the power, but because he is our 
maker, he's our creator. God fashioned us, he designed us, and therefore he knows what is for our 
flourishing and for our good. One of the things that Peter ends, who wrote a commentary on Exodus, 
one thing he points out is that when you look at these plagues, yes, they're all supernatural in their 
origin. But they all seem very natural. They have to do with water, land, plants, animals, with people, 
and weather. They're all very natural, and one of the things that he sees that commentators have seen 
over the years is that these plagues they're almost like an unraveling of nature. Nature begins to break 
down, nature out of control, nature turns in on itself. It all starts to fall apart. God's good created order 
for the world. 

You go back to Genesis 1 and 2 when God creates the world Genesis 1:2 says, "The earth was formless 
and void, there was darkness." And, what does God say? "Let there be light." He speaks, and there's 
light. Then, he begins to bring order to creation by separating sky, land and sea. He is creating the 
plants, the animals, and people weaving together this harmonious tapestry of creation, the world, the 
way that things are supposed to be. Yet here what you have in the plagues is this sort of unraveling of 
creation. Things are falling apart, water instead of being a source of life becomes a source of death. 
Animals instead of serving humanity they harm humanity. The insects devour the plants. The weather 
destroys the animals. Ultimately, light is snuffed out with darkness. That's chaos. It seems as if creation 
is unraveling in the plagues, and you say, "Well, that's interesting, but who cares? What's the 
significance? Why does that matter to me? 

Here's why, because God is our maker. He's our Creator. He didn't just create the natural world, he 
created each and every one of us. Therefore, what that means is that there's a certain fabric to our 
universe. There's a certain fabric to how we are made and when we are living in relationship with God, 
when we're obedient to him, when we're worshiping him, it's meant for our flourishing, and for our 
good. But, when like Pharaoh, and the people of Egypt, we set ourselves up in opposition to God, we 
fight against him for control of our lives. We refuse to obey him. What that does is it actually unleashes 
forces of chaos, of unraveling in your life. By way of an illustration, you can think about this. Imagine if 
you went to a doctor, and you went to the doctor for your annual physical, and I haven't done that yet. 
Maybe some of you have, but you go, and you come back to the waiting room. The doctor comes in, he's 
done the blood work. 

He says, "Tell me what do you like to eat?" And, you say, "Well, I like pizza. I love cheeseburgers, Torch's 
Tacos, their queso, it's incredible. I just like drink that stuff." The doctor looks at you, and he says, "If you 
liked it before, you can’t eat it now. I'm cutting you off, you're done. Your cholesterol, it's way too high, 
you're at a high risk of a heart attack. I'm telling you, you can't eat these foods anymore." Now, in that 
moment, what's going to be your response to the doctor? Are you going to say, "Doc, you're on a power 
trip? I mean, I can't believe this. Who do you think you are telling me what to eat? I mean, that's fine if 
you don't want to eat those foods, that's great for you, but who are you to tell me that I'm not supposed 
to eat those foods? I mean, the nerve, the arrogance for you to impose your diet upon me." Is that going 
to be your response? No, no. Why? Because you understand the fact that the doctor is telling you this 
not because he's just trying to exert his power over you. 



But, because he realizes how your body is made. What's for your good, and you’re flourishing, and if you 
keep eating in these ways it's going to be destructive. It's going to unleash chaos unraveling in your 
body. Now, God knows your body a lot better than the doctor. The doctor can study your body, but God 
created your body. He created us, and not just our bodies, right? He knows us physically, emotionally, 
spiritually, relationally. He understands what is for our flourishing, and for our good, and so, therefore, 
when we obey him, when we obey his commands, when God says, “Hey, I want you to forgive. I don't 
want you to hold on to bitterness. I don't want you to get sucked into cycles of revenge.” Or, when God 
tells us to be people of integrity in our relationships, to be faithful that to our promises. When he tells us 
to be generous with our resources to people who are in need. When he tells us that God created sex for 
the context of marriage, he tells us these things not just to exert his power over us, but for our 
flourishing, and our good. 

Yet, when we push against that, when we disobey, it unleashes chaos, unraveling breakdown in our 
lives. Not just that, it can lead to a spiritual hardening as well. If you read through the plagues, one of 
the things you'll notice is just this repeated reference to the hardness of Pharaoh's heart. Someone in 
my small group was asking me about this last week. They said, “What's the deal with Pharaoh's hardness 
of heart?” Because, 10 times in this story it says that Pharaoh hardened his heart. Then, 10 times it says 
that God hardened Pharaoh's heart. You might very understandably say, "Well, then, which is it? Is God 
totally in control? Pharaoh's like a puppet, Gods just sort of pulling the strings making him do what he 
wants, or is Pharaoh free, responsible, culpable for the decisions that he makes?" 

Well, which one is it? And, he said, the answer is “yes,” and said that all throughout the Bible. It's yes. 
It’s both. It's simultaneously that on the one hand God is in control, he is always working out his plan, 
and yet he does so in such a way that we as people are still free. We're still responsible, capable for the 
decisions that we make. Each time that there's another plague, and each time that Pharaoh hardens his 
heart, that he refuses to bow to God, that he refuses to obey the one true God in spite of all of the 
chaos that it's unleashing in his life, and in the lives of his people. Every time he refuses to obey his heart 
becomes harder. I point that out, because friends, the same thing can actually happen to us. That's why 
coming to church is such a dangerous hobby. If coming to church is a hobby for you, it's yeah, that's 
what I do on Sunday. I mean, it's a bad hobby, buy a boat. I mean, go play golf, do something else. 

But, if you're just coming to church, but you have no intention of trying to align your life to what you 
hear, when God puts his finger on something in your life, and he's calling you to obey. If you refuse to do 
so again and again what happens is your heart will begin to harden towards him until it might become 
too late! So, why should we obey the Lord? Not just because he is powerful, but because he made us. He 
knows what's for our flourishing, he knows what's for our good. Just because the doctor tells you what 
you're not supposed to eat doesn't mean you're not going to eat it. Just because you know that we 
should obey God doesn't mean that we always want to, or do. Third and finally, why should we obey the 
Lord? The most important reason of them all, is because though he is a just judge, and he is, and you see 
that in the judgment he brings through the plagues on the Egyptians. These Egyptian people have been 
oppressed. They have enslaved the people of Israel brutally for 400 years. They've launched a genocide 
against the Israelite babies. 

When God sends these plagues, yes, they are a just judgment on the Egyptians, and yet, though he is a 
just judge it's actually through God's judgment that he saves. His judgment is the means of his salvation. 
You can see that with the Israelites, can't we? I mean, Exodus 6:6 God says,  



"Tell this to the people of Israel, he says, say therefore to them, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem 
you with an outstretched arm, and with great acts of judgment."  

In other words, what God is saying is, it's through the acts of judgment and through the plagues that 
they're going to be the means by which I rescue and by which I save you from your bondage in Egypt. He 
saves the Israelites through his judgment, and I would suggest to you actually, it's not just the Israelites 
who are saved through judgment. 

In fact, you come to Chapter 9:14-16, God says this to Pharaoh,  

"For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants, and your people so that 
you may know that there is none like me in all the earth, for by now I could have put out my hand, and 
struck you, and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth, but for this 
purpose, I have raised you up to show my power so that my name may be proclaimed in all the Earth."  

What God is saying here is that yes, in the Old Testament his saving purposes do center around this one 
nation, the people of Israel. God's salvation of Israel was never intended just to stop with Israel. It was 
always meant that the peoples of the whole earth would come to know that he is the Lord. That they 
too would be saved out of spiritual darkness. That they too would be brought into relationship with him, 
that they would be drawn into the people of God, all the nations, including the Egyptians. 

One of the things that you'll notice if you read through the plague narrative is that often it kind of seems 
like God is holding back. Like, if God's intention was just to inflict as much misery, and suffering on the 
Egyptians as possible, why does he keep warning them? Why does he keep telling them, "Hey, I'm about 
to send this plague." He keeps giving them opportunities to turn and to repent. Actually, what we see is 
that in Chapter 9:20, there actually are some Egyptians who do. It says that they too began to fear the 
Lord, they began to worship him, they began to reverence him, and to know him as the one true God. 
Some Egyptians did begin to turn. The Puritans once said, "The same sun that hardens the clay softens 
the wax." Just as Pharaoh's heart was hardened by the plagues, there were some Egyptians whose 
hearts were softened. So, he saves even some among the Egyptians here. But you see in the whole 
storyline of the Bible, God is not done with the people of Egypt yet. 

When you get to Isaiah 19, and God says this amazing thing. He says, "There's a day that is coming when 
the people of Egypt are going to cry out, and God will send them a savior, and that they will come to 
know me, and to worship me, and God will say “blessed be Egypt, my people." And, everyone in the 
sanctuary gasped with shock and wonder that God would say those words. Certainly, the Israelites did. 
God will say blessing be Egypt, my people? I thought the Egyptians were the enemies of God's people, 
but God says, "No, there's coming a day when even the Egyptians they will be gathered into my people. 
When would that day come? When would the Egyptians see? When would all the nations see that God 
is a God who saves, but he saves through judgment? Several centuries later, once again just as darkness 
came on the land of Egypt, darkness would fall over the city of Jerusalem. Beginning at noon to 3:00 PM 
the Gospels tell us there was darkness over the land on that Friday afternoon as Jesus hung on the cross. 

This time the judgment did not come on the enemies of God's people. This time the judgment would fall 
upon God himself. Jesus as it were stood as if he were the enemy of God. He stood in our place, he took 
our sin all upon himself. Jesus was judged for all of our sin, for all of the ways that we set ourselves in 



opposition to God, and unleash chaos in our lives, and in the lives of other people. Jesus came not to 
bring judgment upon us, he came to bear that judgment for us, and you see in Exodus 9:14 God says to 
Pharaoh, he says, "I'm going to send my plagues on your heart." And, it was on the cross that Jesus took 
all of the plagues into his heart in order that you, and I would never take them into ours, so that we 
could be forgiven, so that we would never bear the judgment of God ,so that we could know that we are 
graciously welcomed into God's people, not just us, people of every tribe, nation and tongue invited to 
enter into the people of God through the grace of Jesus Christ. 

You know, that man that I spoke about on the plane? At the end of our conversation, as we talked about 
what Jesus said about himself, he said, "How can I get to know this Jesus better for myself?" Now he's 
reading an Arabic New Testament in an Egyptian dialect, and he's coming to find out who Jesus really 
claims to be. I want to just end with this, because some of you might say, "Well, gosh, if you say that 
Jesus is the only God? If you say that he's the only way to be saved, if you have that view might that 
make you kind of an arrogant, judgmental, even divisive, intolerant person towards people who believe 
differently from you?" My answer to that question is “no.” Here's why, because if the bottom line of 
your life is that you are a person whom God rescued when you were his enemy, that he died for you 
when you were his enemy, that he loved you with a love that you did not deserve, that he came not to 
judge you, but to bear judgment for you. 

If that's the bottom line of your life, then how can you not move out to love your enemies, and to regard 
them, to relate with them not by judging people who are different from you, but by listening to them, 
respectfully, patiently, abounding in the same kind of love that God has shown to us in Jesus Christ? 
Why should we obey the Lord? Why should we worship him? First, because he, and he alone is God. 
Secondly, because he made us. He knows what's for our flourishing, and for our good, and then, most 
importantly, because though he is a just judge, he is a God who saves through judgment. He came to 
bear that judgment for us out of his love for us so that we could be part of his people. Friends you can 
trust. You don't have to be afraid of him. Trust him, obey him, worship him, and then, go out to love 
other people in his name. 

Let's pray together. Almighty God we know that our hearts fight and kick to believe that there is a God, 
and that's not us. Sometimes God we are so resistant to wanting to bow, to surrender, to put our lives in 
your hands. We think we know what's better for our lives. God, we pray that you would awaken us, you 
would open our eyes to see that you are God. Lord you hold our lives, you hold this entire world in your 
hands. We thank you that you are a good God that you made us. You know what's for our best. Help us 
to believe that, to trust that, and most of all to see your son Jesus judged in our place for us in order that 
we might be saved. Lord we see the depths of your love for us in that so that we would be willing to 
trust you and to obey. It's in Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
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