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Well, thank you, Reid Slaughter, for putting that video together and just that picture of where God is 
leading us. Many of you have been hearing about this over the last year or so in bits and pieces. Some of 
you may be wondering, "Where did that come from? Who came up with this?" This was the result of 
months of praying and discerning together and seeking God's will by our elders, the spiritual leaders of 
our church. Really, the heart behind this is to recognize and celebrate all that God has done in and 
through this church. For over 90 years, he has done great things. Then, asking, "God, what is 
immeasurably more that you might accomplish through us if we gave all that we have to you and trust 
you boldly for the next decade and beyond?" Before we know it, we're going to be celebrating our 100th 
anniversary as a church in 2026. 

Here's why I'm so grateful for this as a leader. The reality is when you look at other churches, most 
churches that have been around for as long as we have. For most of them, their best days are in their 
rear-view mirror. Normally, what you see over time is that there's this drift away from mission and 
toward comfort, away from surrender and toward control. Also, away from that first passion that our 
founding leaders and that generation had for reaching people with the hope of Jesus. Then going out 
into the city and into the world because the gravitational pull of every church over time is almost always 
inward. It is toward ourselves, toward comfort, and toward thinking about our needs and not the needs 
of the city and beyond. That's why I thank God for the legacy of so many leaders that I can see in this 
Sanctuary this morning and so many who have served this church for so long. 

For leaders like Bill Elliot, former senior pastor, who, on the 20th anniversary of our church, he stood on 
this platform and said these words. He said, "It is right that we should meditate some on the past, but 
our eyes must always be to the future and that God would fill us with a divine discontent and send us 
out for even greater things." That's really the heart behind Vision 100, that God would continue to do 
even greater things here at Highland Park Pres and through this church into the city and the world. With 
that, I want to pray and then we'll open up the text.  

Lord Jesus, this is your church, and you are the hero of our story. We thank you for inviting us to be part 
of what you're doing to bring rescue to people of every generation. God, would you help us to keep 
building on all that you've done in the past and then trusting you boldly for what you'll do in the days 
and the years and generations to come? We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

Well, through this season of Lent, these 40 days that are leading up to Easter, we've been walking 
through the book of Exodus. It’s story of God rescuing his people out of slavery and leading them into 
freedom. We said that when we talk about God saving people, about salvation, sometimes that's a 
loaded word, what we really mean is that God rescues. He rescues us from sin and death and he leads us 
into freedom so that we can live forever with him. Just a reminder that next Sunday, Easter Sunday, 
we're going to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus and the rescue he brings. One of the ways we'll do 
that is by baptizing men and women, children and students who've made this decision to follow Jesus as 
his disciple. 



There's nothing that we could celebrate more significant than that. When somebody goes from death to 
life, from darkness to light and they want to go public with that in front of their church family. I hope 
you'll be able to join us as we mark that celebration. If you have made that decision to follow Jesus, and 
you want to be baptized, let us know, and we can still make that happen. Just so that you're not totally 
off guard by this, we will do some baptisms by sprinkling, what Cameron Beatty calls the “pour over 
method.” But, we'll also be doing some emersion baptisms, all the way into the water. Yes, at Goar Park, 
at Peak Street Church in East Dallas, but also right here in our Sanctuary. There's freedom to do it either 
way. Both are Biblical. What matters is now how much water but how great is the grace of our God. 

Now, I would encourage you to open up your Bible, there's a Bible there in front of you, to page 71. If 
you have your own Bible or reading device, Palm Pilot, whatever it is, Blackberry, Exodus Chapter 13. 
Some of you are like, "Yeah, my dad still has a Blackberry." We'll start with verse 17. Just to recap, this is 
Exodus 13. The Israelites have been slaves in Egypt for 400 years, longer than our nation's history, 
generation after generation, and they've only known bondage. God calls out to Moses to lead his people 
out of Egypt. Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, who's grown quite happy with this cheap pool of labor, he says, 
"It's not going to happen." God unleashes one plague after another in Egypt. Finally, Pharaoh says 
“uncle,” and he lets God's people go. Then, he changes his mind once more, and he sends out his army. 
He leads his army and all of his chariots to chase after the Israelites. That's the context of what we're 
looking at today in Exodus 13 starting with verse 17. 

It says,  

"When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although 
that was near. For God said, 'Lest the people change their minds when they see war and go back to 
Egypt.' But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea."  

Having freed his people from Egypt, instead of they're just making a beeline for the Promised Land, 
direct route, God leads them the long way around. We're told by the way of the wilderness toward the 
Red Sea. Then, if you go down to Chapter 14 in the first verses, it says this,  

"Lord said to Moses, 'Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between 
Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp over against it, by the sea.'" 

Basically, God says to Moses, "I want you to camp out, you and all of the Israelites, with your backs 
against the Red Sea." In verse 3, God goes on to explain this,  

"For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel," when he sees this, when he sees their backs against the 
sea, "'They are tangled in the land. They're trapped. The wilderness has shut them in.' And I will harden 
Pharaoh's heart," God says, "and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host," 
his whole army, "and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord." 

 Moses hears this from God, and Moses is like, "Wow. That's an awesome plan. That's a fabulous idea. I 
can't wait to tell the Israelites. They're going to love this idea." 

No, it's a disaster of a plan, and now Moses, the leader, the guy in charge, has to go in front of the 
people and say, "Okay. Slight change of plans. About the milk and honey, that's not going to happen 
quite yet. We're not going to get there for a while. The Promised Land is going to have to be on hold. 



First, what God wants us to do is set up camp, but not just anywhere. He wants us to set up camp with 
our backs pinned against an impassable body of water. Oh, by the way, one more thing. That little detail 
about Pharaoh letting us go for free, no. He's coming back after us again. Sleep tight, everybody. 
Pharaoh's coming. Don't stay up too late watching Game of Thrones." 

I'm not a military strategist, but that's not the thing that you want to do when there's this giant army, 
the biggest army in the world that's chasing after you. But, this is what God longs for them to do. Of 
course, we have the perspective all these years later of knowing exactly what's about to happen, the 
rest of the story. God leads his people through the Red Sea and makes a way through the waters. 
There's another in the water, which, by the way, baptism, into the water, out of the water, rescued by 
the new Exodus. Hello. That's what we're going to celebrate next week that God leads us through the 
waters. We know that the Israelites, after this happens, they're going to wander around in the 
wilderness for 40 years. 

I don't want to smother you with too much information here, but this is a little map that is probably 
illegible, but this shows the journey that the Israelites are about to go on with God. Israelites, top left 
approximately. Promised Land, top right. 40 years in the wilderness and not what we think of when we 
think of wilderness, like Aspen in July. No, this was the desert, Telluride, whatever, Bozeman. You look at 
this map, the direct path to the Promised Land, as the crow flies, is really a journey of about 200 miles. It 
should have taken 40 days. Instead, it takes 40 years, longer than I have been alive on this planet. I had 
to say that because I won't be able to say it much longer, but 40 years. God leads them along the way of 
the wilderness. 

Ever felt like God is leading you the long way around? It's like you have this sense of where God is 
directing you to go, where you're supposed to be going, but it's taking forever. Maybe it's something 
that you sense God is calling you to, but it's not happening as fast as you'd like. Maybe you're waiting on 
a relationship or marriage, or you're waiting for a marriage to get healed, but it's not happening the way 
that you had hoped. Or, you thought you had a plan for your career, and God was a part of that, but 
now it's stalled out or you're stuck in this job. You've got this sense there's no connection to what God 
has wired you to do and where you thought he was calling you to be. Maybe you're hoping to start a 
family, but it's not happening, or maybe it's some kind of a struggle with addiction or anxiety or anger in 
your life, and you've prayed, and you've asked for God to lead you into freedom. 

Maybe there's been a little bit of progress along the way, but you're not yet fully free. Ever feel like God 
is leading you the long way around? Last week, I had a conversation with a young man that I've known 
for a few years who is in seminary. He's wrestling with God's call and the path that God's leading him on. 
As part of the conversation, he asked me about my story. I told him that my sophomore year of college 
was really the first strong sense of call. So, I changed my major from pre-med to political science 
because I wanted to be a pastor, not because there are politics in the church, there's no such thing, but 
it seemed like it would be a better fit than organic chemistry. I told this guy that, for years, ever since I 
had that call, I wanted to preach, to open up God's word and inspire people and call them to action. 

When I saw someone doing that well, there's nothing I wanted to do more. For the first five or six years 
that I was in ministry, these opportunities didn't really come for me. I had friends who were being asked 
to preach or speak at retreats or conferences or at churches, but the doors weren't really opening for 
me. It started to get kind of frustrating and confusing and discouraging, and I began to wonder like, 
"Maybe I'm not supposed to be doing this. Maybe I'm just really boring. Maybe I'm not supposed to be a 
preacher. Maybe I should have stayed with pre-med." Just looking back, as I had this conversation with 



this young man, it was so much easier for me to see from this perspective of all these years gone by that 
I was a young man in a hurry, but I was not ready. 

God was leading me the long way around. He's still, in many ways, leading me the long way around. But, 
one of the reasons he does that is to help us grow, to mature us, and shape those under the waterline 
qualities in our lives. In some ways, I was a little like that kid in the backseat on your road trip, always 
asking the same question over and over again. "Are we there yet? Are we there yet? How about now, 
Daddy? Are we there yet?" Here's the thing. God is far more interested in who we're becoming along 
the way than where we end up and how fast we can get there. God is far more interested in your 
transformation than he is your destination. It's about your inner life, your character, your inward 
transformation. Yes, he wants to lead you somewhere. Yes, that destination matters, but it's who you're 
becoming along the way in the wilderness. That's what matters most to God. 

I recently heard a story about a young man who grew up at the church I used to attend. His name is Jeff. 
His senior year of college, as he was graduating, he was drafted to play baseball for the Colorado 
Rockies, his life dream. He goes off to spring training in Arizona. On the first day of spring training, he 
got injured. He went from the high of being drafted to the low of being injured. It turned out to be a 
season ending injury, like first day of spring training. He basically spent the next month in Arizona in the 
Rockies spring training facility getting rehabbed. He was so discouraged. He was depressed. His mom, 
being a good mom, thought that what he really needed to do was go to church. She had recently read a 
book by a guy named Rick Warren, who's a pastor of a big church called Saddleback with lots of young 
people. It's in California, but his mom got confused and, instead, told Jeff, her son, to go to a church 
called Camelback, which she thought was in Arizona. Saddleback, Camelback, California, Arizona. What's 
the difference? It's just all that way. 

Well, shockingly, it turns out there actually was a church in Arizona called Camelback. Jeff found it, and 
he went to the church, real small church. Youngest person in the room was in their 60s. Jeff is 21. It's not 
exactly where he had expected to go, but the sermon that day was about peace, and it was exactly what 
he needed to hear. Most important was the fact that he sat down in the church, and the person right 
next to him was a guy named Bill. They met during the meet and greet or whatever. It turns out Bill had 
been drafted back in 1959 to play Major League Baseball, and he played for seven years. Could there 
have been a more perfect person to sit next to in that moment in Jeff's life than Bill? Bill took him out to 
lunch afterwards, and they became friends. Bill encouraged him all the way through spring training, and 
they stayed in touch. 

Now, this year, Jeff is back playing baseball, and he's doing great. Bill has become a kind of spiritual 
mentor along the way. Now, this is not exactly the path that Jeff was hoping for in the moment, which 
was the fastest return to hitting home runs. But along the way, he found a guy that would point him to 
Jesus and encourage him and show him about the stuff that really matters and that it's not all about 
playing baseball. For the rest of his life, Jeff's mom now gets to play that card and hold it over his head, 
"See, good things happen when you go to church." Now, God did not spare him from the wilderness that 
would be his injury. Instead, God met him along the way and matured him and shaped him. 

You know, that verse we just looked at, God actually gives us a reason for not just leading his people on 
the direct way or the shorter path. It's because they're not ready yet for the Promised Land. They're not 
ready. God says this in verse 17, "Lest the people change their minds and go back to Egypt," go back to 
slavery, go back to their bondage, back to what they knew. I mean, at least in Egypt, there were three 
square meals a day. You think about the Israelites who lived, they had lived under the rule and 



oppression of Egypt for 400 years. They have no army. They don't know how to govern themselves. They 
don't have laws. They haven't figured out things like agriculture, how to grow crops, and, maybe more 
than that, they don't even really know God that well yet. They have so much to learn. If they had gone 
the direct right route right into the land of the Philistines, they wouldn't have known what to do. No 
army, no government, no laws, and the Philistines would have crushed them. They're not ready. 

It's the long road through the wilderness where God matures them and shapes them and gets them 
ready for the battle ahead. In the Bible, whenever God wants to shape someone's character and to 
strengthen them for the battle and to prepare them for what lies ahead, and I'm grateful to Scott Dudley 
for this insight, whenever God wants to prepare a leader, he takes them through the wilderness. For 40 
years, the Israelites are led through the wilderness and it is not wasted time. David spends time in the 
wilderness running from King Saul. Elijah fled to the wilderness where he learned to depend on God and 
to rely on God's power. Jesus himself spent 40 days in the wilderness before his public ministry. The 
wilderness has been too good for too many people for too long to be all bad. I don't know about you, 
but I'm starting to learn, and it's taken a long time, but I'm starting to learn that when it seems like I'm 
on that detour and I'm not getting as quickly to where I think God wants me to be, instead of asking the 
question, "Why?" I'm starting to ask the question, "Okay, God. What are you showing me? What are you 
teaching me as we go the long way around?" 

I have a friend who is a good friend, and he went through a divorce in his early 20s. His wife left him. 
After a few years of sort of making his way through that trial in his life, he started thinking about how he 
wanted to be married again. He started praying about that. He wasn't sure if it was ever going to 
happen, but the prayer that helped him through those times was not, "God, why?" It was, "God, as I 
wait, make me the man you want me to be and make me the man my future wife is going to need. Make 
me the kind of man that she could even be attracted to in this first place, which I know could take some 
time, so I'm going to be patient." Then he prayed for his future wife, that God would bless her and grow 
her character and to give her the strength that she'll need to be married to a man like him. Then, he 
prayed, "God, if what you really want is for me to have a life, a full life without marriage, then help me 
get to a place where I can embrace that with joy." That's a man who's learning not to waste the long 
way around. 

Another thing that strikes me about this text, this Exodus story, and I think this is so true of our lives as 
well, is that often when we try to break free from whatever it is that's enslaving us, often that thing 
comes back after us and tries to drag us back into slavery. In our text, it says that as soon as the 
Israelites are free and they leave Egypt, Pharaoh comes running back after them. Isn't that how it so 
often happens in our lives? As soon as we try to break free from some fear or insecurity or destructive 
habit or an idol that we've been chasing after, as soon as we try to break free, as soon as we try to do 
that, it starts chasing back after us to drag us back into bondage. Anyone else known that to be true? 
Sometimes when we try to break free from our bondage, our bondage starts chasing back after us, and 
we shouldn't be surprised when that happens. 

If you're trying to find freedom from something in your life, and things seem to be getting worse for a 
while, take it as a compliment. You've got the devil scared. You've got him on his heels, and so he's 
sending Pharaoh's army after you. I mean, look at the Israelites. As soon as they see Pharaoh and the 
chariots and the army chasing back after them, what do they say to Moses? Verse 12,  

"Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians? For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die here in the wilderness."  



Really? You're going to go there, people? That's pretty much what Moses has to put up with for 40 
years, "Why did you lead us out here to die? At least the Egyptians fed us. This was a bad idea. You're an 
awful leader. We hate the wilderness. Can we just go back?" 

This is why it took God for 40 days to get his people out of Egypt. It took him 40 years to get Egypt out of 
his people because what they're breaking free from keeps coming back after them. It's the long way 
through the wilderness where God matures us and shapes character and frees us from the things that 
enslave. Even on the other side of the Red Sea, God is still at work freeing us. That leads us to Palm 
Sunday, the one Sunday a year when we give tree branches to your kids and tell them to be quiet and 
then bring a donkey into the church, which has led to all kinds of catty one-liners. Not going to go there. 
I want you to know this is not just some springtime gimmick. Jeremy sort of alluded to some of the 
meaning and significance of Palm Sunday. I want to take this a little further. 

Today, we mark this moment when Jesus comes riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. We sometimes call it 
the “Triumphal Entry.” Maybe you grew up with that phrase, the “Triumphal Entry.” Stanley Hauerwas 
has written about this in his commentary on Matthew. He says that this is actually kind of a comical 
scene. Jesus is giving us a satire on triumphal entries. On the one hand, it looks a lot like other triumphal 
entries that had happened before. For example, 200 years before Jesus, there was a guy named Simon 
Maccabeus, who had defeated Israel's enemies and fought for their independence. He was a hero. He 
rides into Jerusalem like a war hero, and people all around, everyone has converged on the city, and it's 
a parade, and he's the man. They're shouting, "Hosanna," which was this revolutionary cry. They're 
waving palm branches because he was the one who fought for their freedom and overcame. 

When Jesus comes riding into the Holy City 200 years later, it's like all the people, they know what's 
going to happen. This is the same kind of thing that happened with the triumphal parade when Simon 
Maccabeus came into town. They think he's another freedom fighter. They think he's another 
revolutionary who's about to take up arms, only this time against the Romans. The palm branches, the 
shouts of hosanna, the parade, it's revolutionary stuff. It's a powder keg. When Jesus comes riding in on 
a baby donkey, like it's almost comical. It was a deliberate way of saying to the people, "Yes, I have come 
to rule. Yes, I have come to rescue, but not by taking power, and not by killing, but by losing power and 
laying down my life for you. Yes, I will triumph, but it will be a very different way, an unexpected path, a 
journey through weakness and suffering, and through the same of a Roman cross." God was leading 
them, but he was also leading his own Son the long way around. 

Yes, Jesus would be King. Yes, he would reign. Yes, he was leading them into the Promised Land of his 
kingdom, but it would be a different path. You know, even Jesus himself wrestled with this journey. On 
the last night of his life, as he's agonizing in the Garden of Gethsemane, praying while his friends, his 
disciples, the men that he needed most, were all asleep.  

He cries out to his Father in prayer. He says, "My God, Father, if you are willing, would you take this cup 
from me?" What's he saying? "Father, if there's any other way. Do I have to take the long journey 
through the wilderness of suffering and shame to save these people? Is there any other way? If so, 
would you lead me through that? Not my will but yours be done, Father." Church, this is the path. This is 
the journey that Jesus is inviting us to take with him in these coming days, these sacred days as we make 
our way through the suffering of Friday, the haunting silence of Saturday, and into the resurrection joy 
of the empty tomb of Sunday. 



Would you join me in prayer? Lord Jesus, this is a, it's a tricky day because we sing of your glory, and we 
join our voices, and we wave the palm branches because we know that you're a God who saves. We 
want to experience that and to give you all that glory that you deserve. But we know, God, that you 
don't get that glory because somehow you crushed your enemies, but because you died for them. You 
are leading us along a different way, a way of sacrifice and selfless love and lifting up others and loving 
our enemies. God, I pray that this Holy Week, it wouldn't be just some disembodied intellectual journey, 
but that you would take us on the path to grow closer and closer to your Son Jesus and the work that 
he's doing in this world. We thank you for your love, that it's for each of us in this Sanctuary and in this 
week as we draw near to the cross. 

 


	THE NEW EXODUS: HE WILL MAKE A WAY
	Preached by Bryan Dunagan

