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It's great to be with you this morning. If you notice the Sermon title for today, clearly Bryan 
didn't choose it. Bryan, our senior pastor, is preaching at Park City's Presbyterian down the road 
this morning. Only with Bryan gone could we ever have gotten approved a Sermon title that 
makes a positive reference to a cat. “The Caring Cat.” 
  
Some of you might've read that and you thought, "Gosh, that's an oxymoron. The dog cares 
when I come home, but the cat couldn't seem to care about me or anyone else." I didn't grow 
up with cats. My wife, Brandi did. She assures me they can actually be affectionate, tender sorts 
of creatures. I haven't seen it yet myself, but we'll come back to that later this morning. 
  
If you were here last Sunday, you know we kicked off this Advent teaching series. It's called 
“Always Winter, Never Christmas.” That's a phrase that comes from the much beloved 
Chronicles of Narnia series written by C.S. Lewis, one of the great minds of the 20th century. He 
was an Oxford scholar who experienced this surprising conversion from an ardent atheism to a 
joy-filled Christian faith. 
  
He wrote these chronicles near the end of his life, after World War II. Really not just for 
children, but rather for people of all ages to be awakened to this childlike wonder towards 
some of the great themes of the Christian life. One of those themes, that figure so prominently 
in the first of these books that he published, “The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe,” is the 
theme of longing.  
  
The people of Narnia live in this world that is under the rule of a cruel white witch who has cast 
a spell so that it is always winter, but never Christmas. The people of Narnia, they long for the 
day when Christmas will come, when the snows will melt, when the ground will thaw and new 
life will spring forth again. They're a people marked by longing. In many ways, this Christmas, or 
this Advent season, is a season marked by this longing as well. 
  
Maybe you think of the way in which children long for Christmas morning to open the presents 
under the tree, or the way that students long for finals to be over, to be able to be on rest and 
vacation. Maybe you think of the way that some of you, maybe you long for your children or 
your grandchildren to come to visit. After a few days, you long for them to leave and to go back 
home. Maybe some of you have this nostalgic longing for Christmas gone by, for family 



members who are no longer with you. Perhaps as you see the apparent joy in the lives of 
others. Maybe you long for what feels broken or missing in your life. 
  
It's a season of longing, and above all, it's a time as Christians when we seek to set our hearts to 
lull, to experience more of the power and the presence of Jesus in our lives. Longing is the 
feeling of the season, which itself was born out of a far longer season of longing. For hundreds, 
even thousands of years, the people of God, they longed for this promised Messiah. The one 
who would come to make right what is wrong in our world. The Savior who would save his 
people from their sins. 
  
600 years before the Christ of Christmas was ever born, the Prophet Isaiah spoke of this coming 
figure known as the “Servant of the Lord.” The one who would satisfy the very deepest longings 
of our hearts. So, if you have a Bible, please turn with me to Isaiah Chapter 42, verses 1 through 
4. You can find it in the pew Bible in front of you, actually on page 765. Ignore what it says in 
your bulletin there.  
  
I'm going to read from the NIV translation. Chapter 42, beginning in verse 1 and this is God 
speaking of his promised servant.  
               
God says, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my 
Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his 
voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes 
justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
  
So, here Isaiah describes this mysterious figure, the servant of the Lord who he mentions in 
several other passages as well. We, as Christians, believe that this Servant of the Lord is none 
other than the Lord, Jesus Christ, himself. So, really what we have here is a description of Jesus. 
First his calling, secondly his caring, and then thirdly, his commitment. We'll look at these three 
together. First, his calling.  
  
What is Jesus's calling? What is the mission that he was sent to fulfill? Three times in this 
passage, Isaiah answers that question. He says, 
            
 “The servant of the Lord is going to bring justice for the nations. He will be faithful to establish 
justice. He will bring justice to the ends of the earth. The servant of the Lord is the one who has 
been called to bring justice.” 
  
I spoke with a group of people in our church earlier this week about this passage. We read it 
together and when we came across that word "justice", for all of us, we said it conjured up 
pictures in our mind of the courtroom, law and order, crime and punishment. Lately, I've been 
reading these courtroom dramas written by a fairly new up and coming author. You probably 
haven't heard of him. His name is John Grisham, and I'm about 25 years late to that party. But 



I've really been enjoying those books. The only thing that can get me excited about my jury duty 
on Tuesday this week. 
  
That's what we think of, though, when we hear of justice. We think of law and order. We think 
of somebody coming to vindicate, to rescue the good guys and to punish and drive out the bad 
guys. Those who, of course, we assume are people other than us. Yet, this Hebrew notion of 
justice of which Isaiah speaks, actually it's so much bigger than just law and order. Actually, go 
back to Exodus Chapter 26. There, what you find is that mishpat or justice, is the same word 
that's used to reference God's blueprint. His plan for the construction of the temple.  
  
What you can say, then, is that mishpat or justice, is actually God's blueprint for the world. It's 
the way that life in this world is intended to be. It's the kind of world in which crime and 
punishment actually are no longer necessary because everyone and everything is in right 
relationship with everything else. Every need is met. Every gift is employed. It's the way that 
things are supposed to be.  
  
You see, Jesus is the one then, who has come to bring the kingdom of God on earth as it is in 
heaven. To restore what is broken in our world. You have to understand why that's so 
important, why that is so necessary. In fact, if you're going to make any sense of Christmas or 
the story in the Bible at all, you've got to go back to Genesis Chapter 3 to understand what 
went wrong with this initially good world that God made.  
  
God creates Adam and Eve. He puts them in the garden. He gives them every provision. He 
stewards them to rule over his world. He makes them for this intimate fellowship with him. Yet, 
when Adam and Eve mistrust God's word, when they choose to think that they know better 
than him, when they rebel against his command they put themselves in God's place. This grasp 
upward leads to a great fall downward into a broken relationship not just in their communion 
with God, but in every other aspect of life as well. 
  
So, now even within themselves, there is a fear, there is guilt, there is shame and self-
consciousness that wasn't there before. You see the breakdown in the relationship with each 
other. They're fighting, they're blaming one another; the first marriage conflict. Of course, now 
we see conflicts in marriages, conflicts in families, conflicts between classes and races and 
nations, even warfare. All of the ways in which we mistreat and oppress and take advantage of 
one another. Then every kind of social breakdown follows.  
  
You see, even in our relationship with this very nature, creation in a world where now there are 
natural disasters, fires raging in California or an earthquake in Alaska. Or hurricanes that have 
hit on the coast of Florida or South Carolina. A world where there is disease and epidemics and 
cancer. You even see a breakdown in our own bodies as we age and our bodies’ breakdown. It 
ultimately leads to death itself. There is no relationship, no aspect of life in this world that 
hasn't been effected by their sin and by our sin. The sin that resides in each one of us.  
  



Isaiah says, "This Jesus, the servant, he is the one who has come to fix what is broken, to heal 
what is sick." 
  
You see this calling of Jesus pictured so vividly in The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe, don't 
we? The people of Narnia, they have this song that they sing that fuels their hope, and this 
figure, Aslan, who will one day come. The people of Narnia, they sing "Wrong will be made 
right. When Aslan comes in sight, at the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more. When he 
buries his teeth, winter meets its death. And when he shakes his mane, we will have spring." 
  
You see, friends, it's always winter and never Christmas without Jesus. What we celebrate in 
this Christmas season is that Jesus is the one who has come to restore what is broken. Make no 
mistake, in his first coming, Jesus has done everything necessary through his life, death and 
resurrection. Everything needed to restore us back to God. When we trust in Jesus, he begins to 
work his healing power in every part of our lives. We start to participate in that healing work in 
the world, longing for the day he will come again to finish that work and make all things new. 
  
That's what we long for in Christmas. Friends, I wonder, I wonder do you believe that, that Jesus 
is the hope of your heart and that he's the hope for this world? That more than what you have 
under the Christmas tree, what you need the most in your life is not just a new toy? It's not just 
... maybe more affection from your kids. It's not better looks or a better marriage, or that 
Christmas bonus that maybe, like Clark Griswold, you've already figured out how you're going 
to spend. But, what your heart needs the most is actually more of Jesus. 
  
Do you believe that Jesus is the one who can satisfy the deepest longings of your heart to be 
loved, to be known, to be accepted, to be forgiven, to be called? Is Jesus the hope of your 
heart? Do you believe he is the hope for this world and that what this world needs most is not 
just more education or dialog or different people in political office? As important as those 
things are, what this world needs for the restoration of families, for the healing of marriages, 
for the reconciliation of races, for the breakdown of unjust systems is Jesus. You see, he is the 
servant of the Lord. His calling is to make right what is wrong in our world. 
  
So first, his calling, but then secondly, notice his caring. Yes, he's come to restore what is 
broken, and yet he does so, Isaiah says, with his tenderness, with his gentleness, an incredible 
caring and compassion. My favorite book in the Chronicles of Narnia series is called “A Horse 
and His Boy.” If you've ever read it, you know it's probably not super central to the overall 
storyline of the series. It's a little bit of a side-story set in the Narnia world.  
  
It's about a boy named Shasta who is growing up living under this cruel man who claims to be 
his father. But Shasta has his doubts. You see, he longs to escape, and he meets this talking 
horse named Bree. Together, they plot to leave for the land of Narnia the free land in the north. 
They set out on this great journey together, and as they go, they gain some new companions 
along the way. They come to a large city called Calormenes. They've got to split up to make 
their way through the city. 



When they get to the other side, Shasta gets there first, he's waiting to be reunited with his 
companions. As he waits, he's waiting in this lonely place where he's safe called the “Tombs of 
the Ancient Kings.” There, he's forced to spend the night in a graveyard and he's alone and he's 
afraid and he's sad. In this place, suddenly, a cat comes out of nowhere, curls up alongside him. 
And in the presence of this cat, this caring cat, his fears are still. He's able to fall into a deep 
sleep.  
  
Well, later on in the story, he's reuniting with his companions. They've journeyed further 
towards Narnia, and once again, they're separated. Now, he's lost in a mountain fog. He's 
alone, and the sadness comes over him, and he begins to feel like everything has gone right for 
everyone else except for him. He starts to cry, and then all of a sudden, he notices a presence 
alongside him again. At first, he's afraid, but then the voice of this stranger says to him, "Tell me 
your sorrows." 
  
He begins to bear his heart, to share all of the hurts, the struggles that he's experienced 
throughout his life journey. Yet, as he does, what he starts to notice is that at these key 
moments in his life, there have been cats, there have been lions. It begins to dawn on him that 
in fact, these cats and these lions are one in the same. Then, Aslan speaks to him, and he says, 
"Shasta, I was that cat who comforted you in the houses of the dead. I was the lion who drove 
off the jackals while you slept. I was the lion who spurred on the horses to give them strength 
to run faster so you could get to King Lune on time. I was the lion you do not remember who 
pushed the boat in which you lay a child near to death, so that it came to the shore where a 
man sat wakeful at midnight to receive you." 
  
There was a woman in our church who told me she was reading this scene to her son, and 
before that her voice was loud and full, and then he looked at her and he said, "Mom, why are 
you crying?" The reason why she was crying is because if you've come to know this Jesus, and 
as you look back over your life journey, you can see his tenderness, you can see his care, you 
can see his presence with you. You can see how in those moments of being lost, or darkness, or 
sadness, that he was present beside you. How he tenderly cared for you, how he drew near to 
you, how he led you and he guided you into places of greater hope and greater healing. 
Ultimately, how he drew you further up and further in to himself.  
  
You see, Isaiah tells us that this Jesus, a bruised reed he will not break. Imagine a reed that's 
sort of blowing in the wind. The rains are falling down on it, and here is this reed. It's still 
standing up straight, but now inside, it's bruised. In English, we say, "Oh, it's just a bruise. It's no 
big deal," but the Hebrew word for bruise actually means like a contusion. It's crushed. It can no 
longer bring forth fruit.  
  
Maybe some of you are here today, and you feel like that bruised reed, because on the outside, 
it's Dallas. You've got a great image. You seem to have everything together. But inside, you're 
bruised maybe by things that other people have done to you, maybe by things that have 
happened in your life. Maybe even by regrets or decisions that you have made, and you 
wonder, "Does Jesus really love me? Does he really care for me? Is he really even near to me?" 



Maybe you're more like that flickering wick. Yes, you have your faith in God, but you've got a lot 
of doubts and questions. Maybe you're going through a really challenging season. Or perhaps 
you've just been trying to hold on for so long, but now you're tired and you wonder, "Can that 
faith stay aflame?" Friends, today I want you to know the care of Jesus. Jesus knows how to 
care for a bruised reed. He knows how to care for even the most battered and ashamed. Jesus 
knows how to bring new life out of those dead places in our hearts. He knows how to take just 
a little bit of faith and to fan it into flame. 
  
Jesus doesn't come to us and say, "Get it together or get out of my way." He doesn't beat us 
over the head with the truth or shame us in our shortcomings. But with tenderness and care he 
comes to us to lead us into places of greater hope and healing, to restore us into the people 
God has made us to be. Yes, Jesus is the lion of Judah, the mighty lion who one day will come, 
and on that day, every knee will bow and tongue will confess. For those who refuse to do so, 
yes, they will be cast out of his kingdom. He will not allow anyone to hurt or harm on his holy 
mountain, and yet, today, he is still the caring cat. 
  
He bids us to come, all who are weary and heavy laden, to find rest for our souls in him. 
Friends, today I wonder, would you allow Jesus to care for you in those hurts of your heart? So 
his calling to restore what is broken, an incredible caring with which he does so, and then finally 
the unwavering commitment to bring that work about? Isaiah tells us of the servant of the Lord 
that he will not falter, and he will not grow discouraged. Actually, those two verbs are the same 
verbs used back in verse 3. 
  
Literally, it says, "He will not be snuffed out, and he will not be broken. Yet, though he will not 
be broken, he would indeed be bruised." Later, Isaiah tells us, just a few Chapters later, Isaiah 
53, he says of this servant of the Lord,  
 
"He is the one who was bruised, who was crushed for our iniquities, and yet, by his wounds we 
are healed."  
 
You see, it was there on the cross that Jesus, he experienced all of the law and order, all of the 
crime and punishment. 
  
All of God's punitive justice fell on Jesus so that we would experience only his restorative 
justice. That Jesus is the one who took into himself all of God's punishment so that we would 
only know Jesus's pleasure. So that we would know that when God looks at us, he says of us 
what he says of this servant. "You are my servant in whom my soul delights." God says that of 
you on your best days and on your worst days. When you put your trust in him, he anoints you 
with his spirit to conform you to the likeness of his servant. To empower you to seek healing in 
the world, to long for the day when Jesus will come to make all things new. 
  
He surely will complete that calling, for such is the commitment of the servant. The one who 
was willing to endure the cross will not fail to bring perfect justice into our world when he 
comes again. So, friends, my hope for us this Advent season is, would we be a people who 



would delight and who would trust in the servant of the Lord? Would we welcome more of his 
presence and his care into our hearts, and would we rejoice in Jesus's first Advent, even as we 
long for his second coming? Let's pray together. 
  
Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the servant of the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
mighty lion. The one who has come to restore what is broken in our world. Yet, God, we know 
that that brokenness is even within us. We know that we are part of the problem in this world. 
So, we thank you that Jesus, you did not come to crush us, but that you came to care for us with 
such tenderness, to go to the cross and to be bruised for our iniquities. And then to do that work 
of restoring and healing us in those broken places in our hearts. We pray that even today we 
would allow you to come and to do that work that only you can do. Would you help us to long 
for the day when you will come to set all things completely right? We know that you will be 
faithful to do so. In Jesus's name. Amen.  
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