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Well, we are so grateful for the impact of Alpha and one life at a time, one story at a time. The 
impact that it has had, the transformation and personally, just the way that it has given Ali and 
me hope. To know how to love people in our lives with whom we have great disagreements or 
we see things differently has been such a gift. I'm grateful that God led Calum Lindsay to 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church. Thank you Calum. 
  
Well, here we are two weeks into 2019 which means that all those companies and churches 
with 2020 visions now have 50 weeks to go. No pressure. But for a lot of us around this time of 
year, this is a time for asking questions. Am I doing the right things with my life? Am I going 
after what matters? Am I wasting my life? And out of those questions we set goals or 
resolutions often to give ourselves that new start to begin moving in that new direction. 
  
That's why these days I can't find a parking spot at the YMCA and not that I'm bitter about that, 
I'm just going to hold out until February. But I was thinking about some of the examples just 
looking at my own life over the last few new years and new starts and new resolutions that I set 
to try to go in a new direction. A few years ago I decided that I wanted to read through the 
whole Bible in one year and so I found a plan and it was a great experience. 
  
The hardest part was not actually Leviticus because I knew that was coming, it was Numbers 
cause I didn't know that was coming right after Leviticus. It's like the one-two punch. So for 
those of you doing that for the first time, way to go, keep it up, it is worth it. One year I said for 
the next year I'm going to wake up just a little bit earlier in the morning, every single day before 
the kids are up, before I check email, just so that I can have some time alone with God and in 
prayer. It's just been such a huge gift. 
  
It's not always spiritual stuff. One year I said I want to swim a certain number of miles over the 
next year and that was just a great gift in my life. Last year, this is kind of an interesting one, my 
New Year's resolution I told my wife Ali, I want to take you in honor of your 35th birthday on 35 
memorable and amazing date experiences. And I know I just outed my wife's age, which we'll 
have to kind of figure that out later. But this has turned out to be one of those resolutions that I 
didn't exactly follow through on. 
  
She just reminded me actually as I was coming up here that we've still got a ways to go. If you 
have any ideas for creative, memorable dates, I'm desperate folks. I'm barely halfway there and 
I need some ideas. Medieval times, whatever, you name it. Well, a friend of mine was recently 
talking about this and he said, "Of all these goals and resolutions." He said, "What's the one 



resolution that if I were to set," because there are lots of resolutions that we can go after an 
accomplice but still get life wrong. 
  
And so he said, "What's that one goal? That one resolution, that if you keep it, you would know 
for sure it would change everything. Change your relationships, change your family, change 
your work, and change your parents and your experience of God." That's why this year, 2019 
for me, I've just got one and it's just this, I want to be a more loving person by the end of this 
year than I am today. I want to learn and grow and take on practices that are going to be 
helpful. 
  
This last week we began a series looking at 1st Corinthians 13 and we're calling the series “Love 
Always.” Now, somebody has asked me already, isn't that the name of a romantic comedy that 
came out a few years ago with Hugh Grant? No, that's “Love Actually,” and I just want to be 
clear with that. “Actually” is a far inferior word than the word “always.” Love always comes 
straight from 1st Corinthians 13. Love always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 
  
We're just going to walk through this one chapter, week after week in the coming couple of 
months. If you joined us on Christmas Eve, we gave you a copy of this book “Everybody Always” 
by a friend named Bob Goff.  I'm so excited about this in two weeks, kind of building into this 
sermon series. Two weeks from today Bob Goff is going to be here with us on Sunday morning, 
January 27th and I'm so thrilled about this. Bob is one of the most engaging storytellers and 
teachers I've ever heard. 
  
In fact, the first time I ever heard him speak, I was so moved. I went up afterwards and had a 
conversation with him and three months later found myself on a plane to Uganda. I met up 
with Bob and some of his friends to work at this orphanage that he had started for abandoned 
children and that's the kind of stuff that happens if you spend time with Bob. I say that not to 
scare you away from January 27th or watch it on the live stream, but you may find yourself just 
caught up in some kind of adventure that takes you beyond what you thought was possible in 
your life and you will be so glad you did. 
  
The one word, and we sort of heard that in the video we just listened to, the one word that you 
would never use to describe Bob Golf is the word “boring.” He would argue that's a word that 
should be irrelevant to the Christian faith. Something that I'm learning from Bob and if you've 
read any of the books so far, at some point Bob says this. He realized that he had spent his 
whole life trying to avoid the people that Jesus spent his whole life engaging. That it was one 
thing to love the people in his life who are humble and likable and kind and easy to be around. 
  
But to reach beyond that to those who maybe are different than you or those you disagree with 
or those people who watch the wrong news channel, whatever that wrong news channel is for 
you or people who make you feel uncomfortable or just awkward being around them. That is 
precisely who Jesus is calling you to love. Everybody always. Apparently, this is not a new thing 
for the church in Corinth because 1900 something years ago they were struggling with this. 



We introduced this last week in the middle of the 1st century. This startup church that really 
was just a few years removed from their founding when followers of Jesus came to the city of 
Corinth. They said we're not just going to pass by because of what we're seeing in the city, we 
feel called to love people right here and right now. And so, over the years they just moved into 
neighborhoods and they befriended people and loved people. 
  
Over time, the people in the city of Corinth liked what they saw in this community. They were 
drawn to the church although they didn't even use that word yet. They were curious why 
outsiders, why individuals across socioeconomic lines who otherwise were never, never coming 
together why somehow they found community with one another. Why different cultures and 
races, why men and women were coming together in this community and loving one another. 
  
That church started to grow. Yet like any community that's just full of messed up people, along 
the way there were some rough edges, some growth areas, is the polite way that we put it 
today, that needed to be addressed and talked about in the church in Corinth. The Apostle Paul 
writes this letter to them and he says, I love what's happening here but we've still got some 
work to do when it comes to being a community defined by love, which by the way is exactly 
what should be at the heart of who we are. Our love for God and our love for one another. 
  
Many commentators have called Paul's masterpiece in 1st Corinthians 13 his owed to love, 
which is fitting because when you read it, it just sings off the page. Last week we said that in 
this amazing chapter Paul sings these three truths that help us to understand the heart of this 
love which we have in Jesus. We said it's the primacy of love, the practicality of love and the 
permanence of love. For the next few minutes this morning we're going to look at the primacy 
of love in verses 1 through 3. 
  
So if you want to grab that Bible there in front of you and we're going to look at 1st Corinthians 
13 verses 1 through 3. Here's what Paul writes. He says this,  
 
"If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but have not love I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
symbol. And if I have prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and all knowledge and if I 
have all faith so as to move mountains but have not love, I'm nothing. If I give away all that I 
have and I deliver up my body to be burned but have not love, I gain nothing." 
  
Here we have this run of five “if” statements and we're just going to walk through these one at 
a time. First Paul says, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels,” even of angels. Paul is 
referring to two things. First, to the eloquence and the rhetorical just greatness of a silver 
tongue speaker which in that culture, in that day, rhetoric the art of the spoken word. This was 
a really big deal. They didn't have films or movies so people were drawn to hear great speakers. 
  
This was actually kind of a hot button topic in the church in Corinth. It comes up in the first 
chapter of this letter that Paul's writing to the church. Apparently, there are some people who 
all they want to do is hear from this one guy named Apollos because he's really good and he 



speaks really well. Those same people they don't really want to hear from Paul anymore 
because maybe he's not as polished or as engaging or as funny or whatever. 
  
So it's creating this division in the church. But secondly, Paul's also referring to the spirit 
inspired gift that we often call “speaking in tongues.” It's a kind of prayer language where 
humans are gifted to praise God in deeper ways. Maybe you've heard that before. I've spent 
time in communities and gatherings where people were worshiping God in such a heartfelt, 
profound way and outside my comfort zone as a Presbyterian. 
  
But there were these moments when the room would be filled with these voices, these 
languages that I'd never heard before. There've been times when I've prayed to have that 
experience in my own life. I've longed to be able to connect with God in deeper ways. But here 
Paul says you can have all these amazing spiritual gifts, but without the love of God, all these 
gifts they're just as meaningless as clinging symbols. 
  
I thought about whether we should demonstrate this this morning because it's one thing when 
you've got symbols in the hands of a gifted musician like Thiago, is Thiago here? He's over there 
and he's playing the drums most Sundays. He's also the best dressed man in the 10 O'clock 
service most days. It’s one thing when he's just working the symbols and it fits the music and 
it's beautiful. But when you put those symbols in the hands of the wrong person, it's pretty 
annoying. 
  
Growing up my dad had this drum kit in his music room. It was like a hobby that he took on 
later in life and I was not allowed in said music room. But every once in a while as a young child 
I would wander into the music room thinking that nobody was going to find out and the first 
thing I always wanted to play were the symbols. I would start wailing on those symbols and it 
really is the most annoying sound you can possibly think of in the hands of the wrong person. 
  
Paul says it's just noise if it's done without love. Just one word before we move on to the next 
one, this is kind of a warning, a caution for pastors like me that a preacher can create this 
brilliant feeling logically rich message and deliver it flawlessly, no mistakes, no notes, not a 
single “um” in the entire sermon. The preacher can land the plane 25 minutes on the dot so you 
can be at the Baptist Church for lunch and everybody always loves that. 
  
But if it's done without love, Paul says it's just noise. We talk about this sometimes as pastors 
and church leaders. We can give brilliant talks, we can be great leaders, we can provide crystal 
clear vision of where we're going, but if it's not infused with love eventually, people are going 
to figure it out. They're going to see through it and worst of all, God's not going to be in it. 
Maybe you've heard this before, people don't really care what you know until they know that 
you care, that you love. 
  
Secondly, Paul says this and he's kind of building. He says,  
"If I have prophetic powers and if I understand all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have that 
faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.”.  



Now, we don't talk a lot about the gift of prophecy. At least it doesn't come up very often in my 
conversations, but the church withers, it dies on the vine if we don't have the gift of prophecy. 
This ability that some people are anointed with to speak a fresh word, a life-giving word in 
these times when God is calling us out of those places where we get stuck. 
  
If we think that only happens in the Bible like way back when, well, we're missing out. And yet 
Paul says, again, we can experience this kind of prophetic power but if it's not grounded in love 
it's just a waste of time. In fact, it can be pretty dangerous. Then he says, "If I can understand all 
mysteries, if I have all the knowledge and the world, but, but I don't have love, again, I'm 
nothing." Now, most of us we can understand this. All the wisdom in the world is only going to 
get you so far. 
  
A loose example of just how far knowledge will get you in life. This is about two pretty smart 
young college guys at the University of Alabama. I know I shouldn't talk about Alabama this 
week, but these two guys were so confident about a chemistry class that they decided two days 
before the final exam they were going to go to the University of Tennessee to party with some 
friends. But they partied too much and stayed too long and they overslept the morning of the 
exam.  They didn't make it back in time. 
  
They wrote an email to their professor and they apologized and they said that on the way to 
their exam they actually got a flat tire and that's why they missed the test. Well, this professor 
had a ton of grace and so he set up a provisional exam the following day. These are smart guys 
so they studied all through the day, all through the night. They felt ready and they showed up 
for the exam and the professor put them in two separate rooms and they had the test booklet. 
  
They opened it up to the first question worth five points and it was a really easy question. They 
got it right and they just knew this was going to be an easy test. They turned it to the second 
page and there was one question it was worth 95 points. Which tire? And so, Paul can say to us 
you got that faster than the 8:45 crowd, it just sort of took a while. Paul says this, where there 
is knowledge it will pass away. Knowledge will only get us so far. 
 It's a little reminder for those of us who tend to live in the orbit of our thinking in our 
minds when it comes to life, especially when it comes to faith. Is this something just reserved 
for the head? We can know all about love. We can talk about it, define it and identify it. We can 
tell you where the Scripture reflects on it and we can critique it. But if love eventually doesn't 
make its way out of our head into our heart and through to our hands, well then we're missing 
out because love is a verb. Love does stuff. 
  
If we don't have love it's nothing. Then third, Paul says,  
"If I have all faith so as to remove mountains or to move mountains." 
 
 Now, a little background to understand this one because here Paul he's picking up on 
something that happened to Jesus in Matthew Chapter 17 and you may know this story. One 
day this man came to Jesus with his son, a son who was sick who'd been just ravaged by 
seizures for most of his life. 



This man brought his son to Jesus because apparently, the disciples had tried to heal this little 
boy and it didn't work. So the father says to Jesus, “I brought him to your disciples but they 
couldn't heal him.” Here's what Jesus says in response and I love this. This is gentle Jesus, meek 
and mild moment at its best. He says in verse 17. 
 "You unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put 
up with you disciples? Bring the boy to me." 
  
This is one of these rare moments when Jesus just lets the disciples have it and he's like, what 
have you been doing? You can't do anything right. This is bad cop Jesus. And then he healed the 
boy right then and there. Well, of course the disciples they're confused like why didn't we have 
the ability or the power to do what you did? And here's how Jesus answered them in verse 20. 
He says,  
 
"Because you have so little faith. And so truly I tell you if you have faith as small as a mustard 
seed, you can say to this mountain, move from here to there and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you." 
 
I don't know about you, but I long for that kind of faith. Nothing will be impossible for you. 
That's not hyperbole. Jesus was not in the business of making empty promises. And I pray this 
would be a church, a community that believes that God could actually do the impossible in and 
through us, that the Holy Spirit hasn't lost his touch after all these years. God can still heal. God 
can still deliver, God can still do what we think is impossible. 
  
How I long to have that kind of faith in my life, big faith, bold faith, mountain moving faith. Last 
week I was in Colorado with our high school ski trip and I was working on this talk and this is 
certainly true for me. We've got beach people and mountain people in the world. I'm not a 
beach guy. There's no jellyfish in the mountains. So, here I am in these beautiful mountains and 
for me this is like where I meet God. I'm thinking about this image, this picture of faith that can 
move mountains. 
  
I love that image and I long for that to be true in my life and for my kids to believe in God in this 
kind of way. And frankly, I'd love to move some of those mountains to Dallas but Paul says you 
can have all the faith in the world. Faith that can say to a mountain move from here to there 
but if you do it without love, you're nothing. Paul keeps on going. Can we can keep building this 
argument? 
  
He says, if I give all I possess to the poor. I can devote my life and sacrifice everything that I 
have for those who are overlooked, under resourced, invisible, trapped in cycles of poverty and 
injustice in the most vulnerable in our city and beyond. I know many of you this is what wakes 
you up in the morning this burden, this passion to serve those who are on the edges of our 
society in our culture. I'm so thankful for that giftedness and that burden that God has given 
you. You make us a better church. 
  
It's hard to imagine a nobler, purposeful, meaningful way to want to give your life in pursuit of 



something bigger than yourself. But Paul says even that if it is not grounded and fueled by love, 
it's nothing. We gain nothing. Actually, the word Paul uses here is almost a play on words. He 
says,  
"You can give away all your possessions, but if you don't have love, you profit nothing." 
 
Then finally, if we can handle one more, he takes us to the edge. He says, I can deliver up my 
body if I deliver my body to be burned. And here Paul takes us all the way to the fullest 
expression of someone's devotion and commitment to a cause. If I allow myself to be martyred 
for what I believe, even if I do that, it's nothing. And you may know that over these 2000 years, 
millions of followers of Jesus have done just this. 
 
They have paid the ultimate sacrifice and devotion to Christ. It's still happening today in our 
world. By the way, Paul may know that this day is coming for him and yet he says even if I give 
my life for the cause of Christ, but if I lose love on the way it's all for nothing because it's just 
about love. I was having coffee with a friend and one of our elders this week Andy Raub, and 
we were talking through this series and this understanding of love. 
  
As we were having coffee he reminded me about this passage in the New Testament, the last 
book of the Bible, Revelation. There's this point at which the risen Jesus is speaking to these 
specific churches in the 1st century through his disciple John. In Revelation 2 Jesus speaks to 
the church in Ephesus, which was an actual church in that day. As I read through this with Andy 
it just blew me away. Here's what it says. 
 
Jesus says,  
"I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance." 
 
 Imagine hearing that encouragement from Jesus himself about your church, way to go church.  
"I know that that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to 
be apostles but are not and have found them false. You have good theology. You're teaching all 
the right things, way to go church. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name and have not grown weary." 
  
 To hear that from Jesus. Wow, that must've been the best. Verse 4, 
 "And yet I hold this one thing against you. You have forsaken the love you had at first."  
Jesus said there's just one more thing here, you forgotten love. Everything we know about this 
church in Ephesus. This was the bright shining model of what a church should look like. 
  
How a church can reach new people and grow and change the city and build great programs. 
This was the leading church in their day. It was the church that other churches modeled 
themselves after. They want it to be like this church. They would go and learn from this church 
and steal their curriculum and model themselves after it and sing all their songs and have all 
their same courses. This was the church that was always filled to overflowing every day. The 
music was so good. 



The preaching was just on fire. They had a leadership podcast and church growth conferences. 
Ephesus was crushing it. But somewhere along the way they forgot about love. What keeps me 
up at night is that could happen here. We could get so excited about great things that are 
happening, the impact in our city, injustice being fought against in the global reach and new 
people and new programs and new buildings but if we forget about love, if we lose sight of 
love, we have nothing. 
  
It can happen to our church and it can happen in our own lives. When I was in college I played 
Lacrosse and I've mentioned this before, there was little if any discussion about the Christian 
faith or spiritual matters on our team. The Lacrosse culture didn't seem to play into that. For 
four years I basically thought about what I'm supposed to do is show these guys what holy living 
looks like.  I'm going to be a light in a dark place and I'm not going to do the things they do and 
drink all the beer that they drink and go to all the parties that they go to. 
  
Mostly what I ended up doing for four years is kind of feeling good about myself for not being 
like them. Mostly, I thought I was better than them and the whole while hidden beneath this 
veneer of spiritual maturity and holy living was just festering pride and elder brother 
judgmentalism. One of the few regrets that I have is I look back in that amazing time in my life 
is that for most of those four years I missed out on the one thing that God had put me in that 
place for. The reason he'd given me such joy and love for this silly game, was to love. 
 
How do I not forget? How do we not forget and lose sight of love in our most noble efforts in 
life? How do we hold on to love? Well, come back next week and I'll tell you. Now, last week we 
said the word that Paul uses here for love it was kind of an obscure, unfamiliar term in his day. 
The word “agape.” It's the gift of love. Love that gives without needing anything in return. It's 
like Paul had to come up with a new word to describe what they had seen fully and perfectly in 
Jesus. 
  
Corinth didn't have a word for this kind of love. Love that gives itself away for the good of the 
other without ever needing anything in return. And if you think about this, Jesus of Nazareth is 
the only person who ever lived his whole life with agape love. He is agape incarnate, which 
means 1st Corinthians is really about Jesus and Paul's describing Jesus. In fact, you can read 
through this maybe later this week. 1st Corinthians 13 and change out that word love with the 
name Jesus. 
  
Jesus is kind, Jesus is patient, Jesus bears all things, hopes all things, and Jesus never fails. It is 
only as we keep our eyes fixed on the one who is love, who gave his life in love for us on the 
cross that as we look to Jesus and learn from Jesus and seek to follow Jesus that we can 
become the kind of people who love as he loves. How do we not lose sight of love? Keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus, our gaze, our focus on him and he will flood us. 
  
He will overwhelm us with his agape love.  



So Jesus we pray that you would do just that in and through us as we seek to be a people who 
are learning from you. How to walk in love. Take us deeper into that even as we sing together, 
even as we worship as a church family. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen. 
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