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Well, I just love that picture of people of every generation and different cultures saying yes to 
Jesus, going public with that and just wanting others to know what God has done in their lives. I 
need to use more water when I do the baptisms because Jay just has this way, and it's so 
photogenic and perfect. Anyways, that's what pastors talk about, I guess. 
  
Let me say a prayer and then we'll get to some more important things. 
  
Father, we pray that you would help each and every one of us, whatever our background, 
whatever burden or excitement we bring into these walls today.  That you would help us to 
hear and see and know your love for us, especially as we open up the Scriptures that point to 
your son Jesus. We pray all this in his name. Amen. 
  
I do want to say welcome to everyone who is joining us here in this room, as well as those of 
you who are watching online. And to any of you who may be here for the first time, we are so 
grateful that you have chosen to join us. I do want to say a special hello to my Spin instructor, 
Jeff, who is here for the first time. I know it's probably not a good thing to out the visitor every 
single time somebody comes and they're a guest with us, but I'm so grateful that you have 
joined. This Sunday, I get to pick the music, so that's just the one thing I wanted you to know. 
  
Here we are in this series looking at 1 Corinthians 13. We've been walking through this for the 
last few weeks. It's on page 1220, if you want to use that Bible there in front of you. We've 
been asking this question, "What is God's perspective on love over and against what we see in 
our world, in our culture, in our day?" Because, if you listen to music, or you love art, or 
literature or Netflix, you’ll find our culture is obsessed with love. 
  
Part of my preparation for this series, I consulted one of the great philosophers on love in our 
day. Taylor Swift! I thought she would know about love. So, here are some of her lyrics. 
  
“I saw you there, and I thought, look at that face. You look like my next mistake.” 
  
What is that supposed to mean? Is that a compliment? I'm confused. Here's another one. 
  
“Because here we are again in the middle of the night. We danced around the kitchen in the 
refrigerator light.” 
  



Why the refrigerator light? I mean, of all the lights that you could dance around. I don't really 
know. I'm just ... no wonder we can't figure out love. 
  
Two weeks ago we jumped into this by saying, "Basically, love is not just something we feel. It's 
not just a feeling. It's a verb." Love does stuff. It's a commitment to intentionally seek the good, 
the best of another person, of every person we come into contact with. 
  
The Apostle Paul in the 1st century wrote this letter to a young church in the city of Corinth 
because apparently, they weren't loving very well, which was actually kind of interesting. 
Because the city of Corinth, if it was known for anything throughout the Greco-Roman world it 
was known as the “City of Love.” 
  
At the center of the city, what dominated their skyline was this temple to the goddess 
Aphrodite. The goddess of love. People would travel to this tourist destination. People coming 
from all over the region to come to this temple. Corinth was known as the “City of Love.” In the 
1st century, Corinth was an affluent city with a fast-growing economy. So for the Corinthians, 
the good life was about making a lot of money, having a lot of success, and sexual freedom. I 
know, it's completely different than our culture today. It's going to take some imagination to 
fathom what a world like that would actually be like. 
  
What the Apostle Paul does with these beautiful words in 1 Corinthians 13, and these are words 
we often here read at a wedding, or we see it on the wall of someone's house in beautiful 
reclaimed wood.  But Paul wasn't just being poetic about the power of love. He was actually 
declaring something quite radical. Worlds changing and revolutionary in that day. 
  
When he does this, he's not just calling out the brokenness that he sees out there in the world. 
He is confronting what he sees within the church, within the community of Jesus' followers. He 
says to the Corinthians' church, "You've got your priorities all mixed up. You think you 
understand love, but you really don't." 
  
I'd encourage you to read through the rest of 1 Corinthians 13 and see some of the stuff going 
on. I mean, they got issues. For example, and we'll talk about this more in the coming weeks. 
Paul said that love is way more important than religiosity. Love always trumps religiosity. 
  
And so in the chapter right before this, in 1 Corinthians 12, Paul has to address some issues. He 
found out that some of the Christians were bragging about their spiritual gifts, and their ability 
to prophesy, and some said they could do miracles. Some thought they were better speakers 
than others, or they were smarter than everyone else. 
  
Paul says that these are all good things, but if you don't have love, then these things are 
actually destructive, and they can lead to pride and judgementalism, and exclusion in the 
church. That's exactly what was happening for the Jesus followers in Corinth. 
  



The church has always struggled with this. It's like the gravitational pull of the church over time 
and it goes inward becomes self-focused and self-obsessed. So Paul writes to try and shift their 
perspective, and to shift our perspective that sometimes we get caught up in. We struggle with 
thinking that what matters most are these silly little arguments about stuff that doesn't really 
matter end up missing out on what's most important to what God has called us to. 
  
I'll give you an example. A friend of mine is a pastor of a Presbyterian church that looks kind of 
like this one. A few years ago they invited their high school students to come and lead the 
worship service. They would often sit up on the chancel, or the platform. So in addition to the 
pastor that Sunday, all these high school students, they came up, and they sat on the platform 
to help lead worship. 
  
Well, one of these students, as he walked up he brought a cup of water with him. Well, this 
church had a sign, or used to have a sign that said, "No food or drink in the Sanctuary." They got 
rid of it because eventually they wanted everyone to feel welcome and to have their coffee if 
they wanted. 
  
But back then they had this sign, "No food or drink in the Sanctuary." One of these students had 
brought this cup of water up onto the chancel for everybody to see. Well, that really irked, that 
really annoyed one man who was there that Sunday. He turned to his neighbor who was sitting 
next to him, and said, "I thought we had a rule, no drinks in the Sanctuary, so it doesn't mess up 
the pews." 
  
Well, his neighbor kindly pointed out that the pastor actually always has a bottle of water with 
him every Sunday, like this little hipster water bottle with him everywhere he goes. But the man 
said, "Well, that's different. He's the pastor. He preaches. He needs water with him." 
  
Well, then this student who had brought up the cup of water, later in the service stood up, and 
shared his story. This powerful testimony of how he had been addicted to drugs, but through 
the church he had found community. He'd found a family. He'd found Jesus, and he actually 
ended up finding freedom from this addiction, and it had changed his life. He was a graduating 
high school senior, and he was going off to college. And not a dry eye in the place. 
  
Well, after the service, this same man, he came up to the pastor in tears. He said to him, 
"Pastor, I am a small man." And the pastor was like, "Well, tell me why." He started telling him 
about this story of how he was sitting, and how he had gotten annoyed, and had told his 
neighbor about this student who walked up. 
  
But he said when he heard this student's story and how Jesus had literally changed this young 
man's life and how he was just moved to tears. He said, "Pastor, here I was fussing about a cup 
of water, and I missed the whole point. I am a small man." 
  
Well, then this pastor, who knew the guy, put his arm on his shoulder, and said, "No. No, no, 
no. You are not a small man. We all get distracted. We all fuss about stuff that doesn't really 



matter; rules, religiosity, all that stuff. But it takes a big man to admit that and to turn his eyes 
to the things that really matter, the larger things of God." 
  
Okay, I wish I could be a pastor who could come up with lines like that in that moment. But 
here's what I love about my friend, that pastor. His name is Scott. Because even as he hears 
these inspiring stories of God's changing the lives of the next generation, what he says he most 
remembers from that Sunday is this one man and his humble confession. Because what he was 
saying is he realized that love is more important than rules or religion. Love is more important 
than looking holy on the outside while not being holy on the inside. Love trumps everything 
else. And if we have a water-free Sanctuary, but do not have love, we gain nothing. 
  
So just for the record, because I know I'm going to get this question at some point. You are 
welcome to bring your drinks into this Sanctuary, but if you want it, you got to put a lid on it. 
That's all we're asking. Okay? 
  
So, last week, we talked about the primacy of love. 1 Corinthians 13:1-4, Paul says,  
"You can have all these gifts, all knowledge and spiritual wisdom. You can have mountain-
moving faith. You can give every dime to the poor, but if you do so without love, you end up 
having nothing." 
  
Having established the primacy of love, Paul now turns his focus to the practicality of love. This 
is what love looks like lived out in the messiness of real life and real work in real relationships. 
Especially when it comes to the people in our lives who, for whatever reason, we have a harder 
time knowing how to love. 
  
I was just thinking, if no one comes to mind, and if you don't have anyone in your life that's 
difficult to love, come talk to me after the service, and we will take care of that for you. We'll fix 
that. 
  
Let me read these verses from 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, and the first part of 8. And then for a few 
minutes, what we're really going to do is, just focus on the first three words of this passage. 
We'll start with verse 4. 
  
“Love is patient and kind. Love does not envy or boast. It is not arrogant or rude. Love does not 
insist on its own way. It is not irritable or resentful. It does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all 
things. Love never ends.” 
  
For the next few minutes, I just want to look at these, actually just these first three words, love 
is patient. Love is patient. 
  
If you're thinking, "Wow, I picked the perfect Sunday to invite my spouse or my friend to 
church," just keep that thought inside. That is not helpful and not productive. 



When I hear that word patience, when I hear this, my mind immediately goes to that quality of 
life that I so long for and need more of when my kids have a meltdown. Or that thing that I 
need when I am dealing with the annoyances of travel, like when the Uber driver gets lost, and 
you're looking at the map in the car, and it's going in the wrong direction. And you're like, "This 
way. This way." 
  
Or when you show up to the airport, and the security line is down the hallway, which it's been 
apparently this week. Or when your flight is overbooked. This one has always vexed me, right? 
How many seats are on the plane? That's how many you get to sell. Okay? Instead, they're 
offering vouchers if you'll let someone ride in your lap or something. I need patience for that. 
I'm working on that. 
  
It's about not losing my cool when I'm driving or when I'm standing in line behind that person 
who has 16 items in the 15-item line. Don't pretend that you've never counted before, right? 
That's where I go when I hear this word patience. And that's all well and good. Yes, love will 
certainly encompass and involve that kind of patience, but I'm not so sure that's what the 
Apostle Paul was talking about. 
  
Love is patient. And the word that Paul uses here, it's a beautiful word. It's the Greek word 
“anexikakia.” In fact, let's just say that together “anexikakia.” It's a word that, in addition to 
meaning patience, it means to bear up under, to endure something for a long time. 
  
“Anexikakia” is a word for enduring or suffering, long suffering. John Chrysostom was an early 
church father in the 4th century. He said that this is the word that was used of a person who 
had been wronged, and who had the power to avenge himself, but he chose not to. They were 
long to suffer, even though they could avenge. “Long suffering.” 
  
Some of you who maybe grew up with the King James, you might remember this, “charity 
suffered long.” I actually think the King James got it right. It suffers long. 
  
What does it mean to suffer long? What does long suffering love? 
  
Here I'm indebted to a guy named Lewis Smedes, who taught for a number of years at Fuller 
Seminary. He's written about long suffering love. 
  
First question, what does it mean to suffer? What does it mean to suffer? We think of pain, 
trial, sorrow. Really all suffering comes down to this one thing, and this is, again, according to 
Lewis Smedes. He says, "It's the experience of anything we want very much not to experience." 
The key phrase there is “very much.” 
  
Suffering is about having to endure what we very much we do not want to have to endure. Part 
of that means that to suffer is to be a victim. Our suffering takes us captive against our desires. 
Loneliness, failure, rejection, oppression, poverty, pain, even death. All of them are shackles 
that bind us against our desire to get rid of them. Does that make sense? 



Here's sort of the paradox of long suffering is that we must choose long suffering. We must 
choose long suffering. So while to suffer is to be a victim, to be long suffering in a sense is to be 
free. If I lost you there, let's look at this quote together from Lewis Smedes. Let's see if we can 
put this up. 
  
He says, "When we talk about being long suffering, we're talking plainly about real suffering for 
a long time. We're talking about digging in daily, renewing over and over again our decision." 
Keywords, "our decision to embrace what we desperately do not want, and cannot change. 
Making no bones about not wanting it, and yet determining to live with it, and rejoice in it." 
  
I just want that to sink in for a moment. Does that resonate? Does that land with anybody? A 
decision to embrace what we desperately do not want. 
  
In a sense, long suffering is the power to be a creative victim. It's not passive. "It's a 
courageous, bold, aggressive way of life," Smedes says. "It takes power to be long suffering." 
This is where the word, it goes so far beyond patience, it's the power to suffer long. 
  
Where does that power come from? Where do we get that power? We get it from love, agape 
love. The love modeled by God when he moved toward messed up people like me. How Jesus 
was willing to bear all this pain, all this suffering, all this abandonment because he loved. 
Because he loved. 
  
A few weeks ago, we talked about these different words that the Greeks would use for the 
word love. We had this problem. We only have one word for love. So I love dogs, I love the 
Cowboys, I love the church. But we just have this one word. 
  
Well, the Greeks had multiple words. The first word, “Eros,” erotic, romantic love. Then there's 
the word, “Philia,’ this is friendship love. Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love. 
  
Then you have the love that's described here in 1 Corinthians 13. It's this word “agape” that 
Paul, basically, found somewhere in literature and he radically redefined and made this the 
prominent word that it became for the church. It's gift love. It's love that gives without ever 
needing anything in return. 
  
And so you see, “EROS” has no power for long suffering because “Eros” is desire. It cannot wait. 
It desperately wants what it desires, and you just, you can't stop until you get it. Look at that 
face. You look like my next mistake. That's “Eros “love. Thank you very much, Miss Swift. 
  
Even “philia” in a sense, if you think about friendship love. It's often built on shared 
experiences. You like yoga? I like yoga. Let's be friends. Right? Over time, you build a friendship 
out of some of that common ground, but you're not gonna be a friend with someone who 
continues to wrong you and hurt you over and over again. It's conditional. 
  



But agape love is different. It gives us this power to embrace life, and to find goodness in living 
even when we are the victims of situations we despise. It's the power to love people who hurt 
us and wrong us. And isn't that exactly what we see in Jesus. He loved the very people who 
wanted to wrong him, and shame him, and disgrace him, and hurt him. He chose to become a 
victim, not because he was weak, but because he was strong. 
  
Now let me raise a few clarifying questions here because at least for me this idea of long 
suffering. It's a new word for me “long suffering.” So a couple clarifying questions. First, how 
long is the long in long suffering love? Anyone else have that question? How long will love 
require us or call us to suffer? Is there a limit? Does agape love mean we have to suffer under 
injustice in our world forever? 
  
The answer, in part, is it's longer than you think possible. How long? Longer than you think 
possible. The word long generally means longer than we'd like. I bet some of you could amen 
that, right? But suffering long, it is not the same thing as suffering forever. 
  
There comes a time when suffering can and will and must, thanks be to God, end. All that is 
wrong will be made right. God will put things back right. He will see injustice and he will do 
something about it. Every tear will be wiped away. No more pain. No more suffering. That day 
is coming. It's a day we pray for. It's a day we look forward to. 
  
So how long? Longer than we'd like, but not forever. And maybe this is just me, but the reason 
this is important is because my natural tendency is always to want to have suffering last shorter 
than maybe it needs to. I always want to cut suffering short. That's why it's always a better 
workout when you have a Spin instructor yelling at you the whole time, right? Because my 
natural tendency is to want to cut suffering short. It's the human condition. 
  
Part of agape love, what it does when it gets inside your life and your heart, is it gives you this 
capacity, this power, this ability to suffer longer than you think you can. It's a gift that God gives 
us and not just when we're working out’ It’s when we face adversity, trial, when we grieve, 
when we're called to love someone who's difficult to love. It's this power to suffer longer than 
we think we can. 
  
In just a few moments, so you're not surprised, we're going to invite an opportunity for you to 
be prayed for. If you sense that you need God to show up, and to fill you with that long-
suffering love, maybe because of something you're dealing with in life. 
  
Another question, is long suffering an acceptance of evil? The answer is no. There's a difference 
between accepting when we're suffering, and having the power to suffer long through it. 
There's a difference between accepting what we're suffering, and having the power to suffer 
long through it. Because to accept something in a sense is to affirm. To suffer something is to 
bear with it even as we reject it. There's a difference. 



So while love involves this power to suffer evil for a long time, longer than maybe we ever 
imagined, it is not the acceptance of this evil that we suffer under. I know this may seem a little 
granular, but I think the difference is huge. So let me give you an example. 
  
This weekend and tomorrow, as Will was praying, is a time when we remember the legacy and 
the leadership and the prophetic voice even as a pastor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Now 
Martin Luther King Jr. exhorted people to suffer long on this painful road to justice, to suffer 
long against the evils of racism and hate. 
  
I'm quoting Lewis Smedes here. He says, "Part of that, yes, Dr. King asked people to suffer 
bricks and bullets, humiliation and intimidation. He asked them to suffer injustice, but he never 
asked them to accept injustice nor mute their demands for justice now." 
  
There's a difference between suffering injustice and accepting it. When African Americans, and 
those worshiping or marching with them, sang “We Shall Overcome,” they were giving 
testimony to their long suffering. However, they were not admitting a willingness to accept 
injustice forever. They were asked, yes, to accept unjust persons in love. They were not asked 
to accept the injustice inflicted by unjust persons. 
  
God does not ask us to accept evil, but he does call us to suffer through it, and that's what Paul 
says love empowers us to do, to suffer evil, but not to affirm it as good. No, we can look evil in 
the face and we can dare to call it what it truly is, it's evil. And that takes courage. It's the power 
to be angry at, even to hate the evil that attacks us. 
  
A woman with cancer needs courage to hate the disease that is sapping away her life. A man 
struck by a sudden terminal illness, he needs courage to hate the evil that will ultimately take 
his earthly life. Someone suffering the evil of racism needs courage to acknowledge racism for 
the pure evil that it is. But, the acknowledgement of that evil, that's never the last word 
because then love comes in. 
  
Love breaks through. Love, the power to suffer long what we desperately want to go away. 
Love is this courage to discover that life is not completely tied to the precious good we have 
lost, or have yet to find. 
  
So, how long is the long in long suffering? It's longer than we'd like, but it is not forever. Is long 
suffering an acceptance of evil? No, but it's the courage to suffer through it. And then one last 
question. How then can we find this long-suffering love? How can we become a people marked 
by long suffering love? 
  
It's really just another way of asking the question, "How do we become more loving?" The 
answer is you have to experience it. Before love is something we do, it is first someone we've 
met. Before love is something you do, it has to be someone you've met. And that's why this 
passage is first and foremost about Jesus. 



I mean, how could the Apostle Paul ever write these words, “love suffers long,” and not be 
thinking about the one who suffered long on our behalf on the cross? How could Paul write 
these words, “love keeps no record of wrongs,” and not think about the one who even from the 
cross, even in the midst of suffering, said, "Father, forgive them. They do not know what they're 
doing."? 
  
In the end, this is all about how Jesus loves you, and runs towards you, and recklessly has given 
himself, and will continue to give himself, for you. When we experience that love, that's when 
we begin to change. 
  
If you were here last week, I mentioned this challenge to read through 1 Corinthians 13, and 
every time you see that word love to change that word for the name Jesus. Jesus is patient. 
Jesus is kind. Jesus never fails. 
  
Well, here's what I'd love to leave you with and challenge you to do in this coming week. Just to 
make this a little bit more personal, what if this week, what if every day, every morning, you 
were take this passage, 1 Corinthians 13. As you read, picture this imagine of Jesus sitting there 
with you because he is. Imagine that he is sitting there with you and that he is speaking these 
words over you. As you do that, replace that word love with the word “I,” and then follow it 
with the word “you.” 
  
I did that this morning, just to imagine that Jesus is right here with me, saying, "Bryan, I am long 
suffering in my love for you. Bryan, I am kind toward you. Bryan, I keep no record of wrongs in 
my love for you. Bryan, I will never ever fail you." 
  
Ask God, maybe for the first time, as you do that, maybe in a fresh way, to help you to 
experience and know that this love in a very personal way has come for you. 
  
So, what we want to do this morning, we'd love to just take some time to pray for anybody who 
may be in that kind of long suffering place. Bands going to come up here, and they're going to 
lead us through one more song. I know this isn't something we do very often, but I'm going to 
be up here. Some of our leaders, we'll have some prayer volunteers who will be up here, and I 
think we may have some in the balcony as well. 
  
If you would like to be prayed for, as we're singing, we want to pray that God will fill you with 
his long-suffering love. Where do you need to know that God is with you? And maybe God is 
long suffering, right there with you, or someone you love in the midst of what they're facing. 
Whether it's a relationship or some kind of a loss. Maybe you're a parent, and you just feel like 
every day is this battle on repeat, and you need some more long suffering love. 
  
Maybe it's the long suffering of waiting for something that you have so desperately longed for 
in your life, and it just hasn't happened. We'd love to pray with you. Maybe it's an illness, or 
cancer. Maybe you just want to pray with someone for what you see in our world, and in our 



city today, evil, injustice, hate, and you just long to pray in Jesus' name for God to show up, and 
to bless us with his long-suffering love. 
  
Would you come forward and pray? I know it's kind of different. I know we don't normally do 
this. I know we're Presbyterian. Some of you may be thinking, "I can't do that because if I 
actually come forward, people are going to see me, and they're going to know that I'm messed 
up." Well, they already know that you're messed up, right? Some of you think that's 
intimidating. "I'm not sure that I can do that in this big, nice church." Well, if you can't get 
prayed for in a church, where can you get prayed for? 
  
Maybe you want to come forward, and you don't want to come alone, just bring somebody, 
bring somebody who's here with you, or find someone in your small group, or your Sunday 
school class. Come forward. Let us pray. Can we do that? Can we do that? 
  
So let's all stand. Let's just stand, and we're going to sing together, and the band's going to 
come up. Anyone who wants prayer, as we continue to worship, would you make your way 
forward. Come forward, and we would love to pray with you, and over you during this next 
song. 
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