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My name is Charlie. I'm one of the pastors here. It's great to be with you on this sunny Sunday 

morning for a change. I do, though, want to start us with a bit of a heavy question to begin our 

time together this morning. If you were sitting at the deathbed of someone that you love and you 

wanted to describe heaven in a way that would comfort them, that would encourage them in the 

final moments of their life, I wonder, what would you share with them? I was meeting with a 

group of folks from our church earlier this week. These were people mostly in their 70s and their 

80s. Some of them have actually been in that place before, and we were talking about that 

question together. But one of them said, "Well, you know, isn't there a place in the Bible where it 

says that in heaven, the streets are paved with gold?" So you can imagine no more construction 

and you can actually drive down Preston Road. There's no traffic, there's no potholes, no litter. 

These beautiful pristine streets going through sparkling, amazing buildings. Heaven sounds a lot 

like Singapore. 

 

And yet somebody in the group said, "Well, you know, streets of gold that just sounds kind of 

cold." Somebody else said, "Well, you know, maybe you describe heaven based on the things 

that they really enjoy doing in this life here. So if they love gardening, heaven is a world of 

flowers or if they love golf, heaven is perpetual rounds at Pebble Beach and you don't have to 

mortgage your house to pay for them." And somebody said, "Well yeah, that's fun, but still that 

sounds kind of empty." Someone else said, "Well, you know, maybe you would describe heaven 

as a place of just immense peace. We have no more worries, no more struggles, no more bills to 

pay. Like you've stepped into this sort of Zen Garden. You think of those people may be on 

clouds playing harps, just a place of absolute peace." 

 

But someone in the group said though, "You know, honestly actually that sounds kind of boring. 

I don't know if I want to be in that kind of a world forever." And somebody else in the group 

said, "You know, when I imagine heaven, what I long for is the moment I'm going to get to see 

my husband again. I'm going to get to see my parents. I'm going to get to be with these people 

whom I love, whom I've been separated from through death." And then somebody else in the 

group said, "You know, I long for that too. But you know what I long for the most? I long for 

that moment when I'm going to finally get to see Jesus. And Jesus, my savior, whom I've tried to 

love throughout this life, he's gonna put his hand on my hand and I'm going to put my hand on 

his. I'm going to get to embrace him, and for the first time I'm going to know what it is to be 

totally and completely loved." 

 

And everybody in the group in that moment said, "Yes, that's it. That's what we want. That's 

what we long for more than anything else in this life. We long to be loved. To love and to be 

loved." And as you look back over the course of your life, I guarantee for you some of your 

happiest moments have probably been those moments when you have felt most loved. I was in 



Austin this past weekend with my wife Brandy to officiate a wedding. And while we were there 

we got to go to a place called the Zilker Botanical Gardens. I don't know if any of you have been 

there, but when I was a little kid my mom and my sister and I, we would go there in the summer. 

We'd pack peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and just kind of hang out there. I don't know what 

we would do, but I have such fond, happy memories of going to the Zilker Botanical Gardens 

because it was a time when I remember just feeling so loved. 

 

And maybe as you look back over the course of your life, you have some of those happy 

memories. Those times when you have felt loved. Or maybe even right now there's a sense of of 

longing, even loneliness, this desire to be loved, which I think just proves the heights of love that 

we were designed, we were created to long for and to one day experience and receive. And you 

see what I think what really matters most in life, what this life is really all about, and indeed the 

life to come is all about, is love. And yet that's so easy to miss. 

 

It certainly was easy to miss for the church in Corinth. For the last few weeks we've been looking 

at this very famous chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, the love chapter written to this church in a city 

called Corinth. And if you were here a couple of weeks ago, you remember I talked about how 

this was a city that was brimming with confidence. It was a successful city. It was a gifted city, 

much like the modern city of Dallas. Corinth was really built out of nothing through the resolve, 

the determination of its initial founders. It was a confident city, and yet what had happened is 

that over time the swagger of Corinth had begun to overshadow the sacrificial love of Christ. 

And so what Paul essentially says beginning this chapter to the Corinthians, is he says, who 

cares? Like, so what? So you're gifted. So you're brilliant. So you're knowledgeable. So you're 

smart. So you're successful. He says, who cares? 

 

Because if your heart is filled with irritability and impatience toward other people, if you're 

consumed with jealousy and envy, if you're absorbed with yourself, if you're insisting on your 

own way, your self congratulating, if you're harboring bitterness and anger, if the moment that a 

relationship gets hard and difficult and uncomfortable, you bail from it, he says, well then you 

really don't have love. And you see love is what's most important. Love is what matters the most. 

And you see, I think what Paul is doing here is he's helping us to see that what this life is really 

about, it's all about love. And he gives this description then of Jesus' love for us beginning in 

verse four. Let's read that together. 

 

Paul says, "Love is patient and kind. Love does not envy or boast. It is not arrogant or rude. It 

does not insist on its own way. It is not irritable or resentful. It does not rejoice at wrongdoing 

but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things." And then our verses for today. "Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass 

away. As for tongues, they will cease. As for knowledge, it will pass away, for we know in part 

and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a 

child, I spoke like a child. I thought like a child. I reasoned like a child. But when I became a 

man I gave up childish ways." 

 

So here at the end of this chapter, which Brian is going to close out next week, what Paul does is 

he kind of shifts our focus towards the future. And he says at the end of your life when you're on 

your deathbed, when you're looking back over your life, when you're looking ahead to the life to 



come, he says, what's going to matter the most is love. And so I want us to notice together this 

morning three things. First, that love is the end. Secondly, that love never ends. And then thirdly, 

the endless source of love. 

 

So here we go. First, love is the end. Notice with me again, in verse 10 Paul says this, he says, 

"For when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away." And that word from the Greek that's 

translated as perfect, they're actually a lot of Greek words that can be translated as perfect, but 

this is a unique word. It's the Greek word telos. Maybe you've heard that word before. It's a word 

that means the goal, or the aim, or the end. So you could say the telos of a business is what? To 

make a profit. You could say the telos of a football team is to win games. 

 

And so the telos of life then is to be successful, to be comfortable, self fulfillment. What Paul 

says is, no, actually the telos, the goal, the end of life that we should be aiming for is to become a 

person of love. He says all of these other gifts that maybe we have in the church, even worship 

services, Bible studies, classes, all these things, they're sort of like just temporary means that 

serve this one enduring end that we would become people of love. And he expands on that with 

this analogy that he uses in verse 11. Paul says, "When I was a child, I spoke like a child. I 

thought like a child. I reasoned like a child. But when I became a man, I put childish ways 

behind me." And you see, what Paul is saying through this analogy is he's saying to the 

Corinthians that essentially just as a person grows up, hopefully, that you mature in the course of 

life. And there are certain signs, right? Certain evidence as markers that you're growing up, that 

you're maturing. 

 

So if you have children and you start to see that they begin to take more responsibility. Hopefully 

one day they get a job, maybe they move out of the house, they're paying all their own bills, 

hopefully. Those are the evidences, those are the signs of growing up, of maturity. Paul says, in 

the same way, the sign of evidence that you're growing up in the Christian faith is that you're 

becoming more of a person of love. And you see, the problem is not that that when they became 

Christians weren't loving, because that's really where all of us start. When we're born again, that's 

how Jesus describes conversion, doesn't he? 

 

He says if you want to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, you must be born again. We all start as 

babies when we enter into God's family, but the problem with the Corinthians is they'd stopped 

maturing. They'd stopped growing. It's not a problem, it's not surprising if a two year old acts 

like a two year old. It might be frustrating, it might be difficult, but it's not surprising. Now, if a 

12 year old acts like a two year old, you've got a problem. If a 42 year old acts like a two year 

old, you've got a big problem, and maybe don't start elbowing your spouse next to you. But you 

see the problem for the Corinthians is they were not growing up. 

 

In fact, that's what Paul says to them a little earlier in this letter, chapter three, he says to them, 

this, "I could not address you as spiritual people." What he's saying is I wanted to address you 

like adults, but I couldn't. I had to address you as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid 

food, for you were not ready for it. Even now, you are not yet ready, for you are still of the flesh, 

for while there is jealousy and strife among you. Essentially what Paul is saying is, look, it 

doesn't matter how gifted you are, how successful you are. It doesn't matter how advanced you 

might be in other areas of life, how mature you think you are in the faith, because as long as 



there's still jealousy and strife among you, that proves that you are still spiritual babies. 

Essentially what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 13, is he's saying babies are impatient. Babies 

insist on their own way. Babies are rude. Babies keep a record of wrongs. It's a wonder anybody 

wants this passage read at their wedding. It was kind of confrontational. It's a little bit insulting. 

 

He says, look, you're all acting like a bunch of babies. Because look, maturity, adulthood, being 

a spiritual grownup is becoming a person of love. That's the end. That's the aim. And you see, 

here's what I think that means for us here this morning. I've been very convicted thinking about 

this even for myself this week, because this is a church with a lot of very gifted people. a church 

with a lot of successful people. A church where maybe a lot of us are advanced in various 

different areas of life. Maybe I can get up here and I can give sermons. Maybe you are really 

good in your business, you're like the CEO of your company. Maybe you've got four PhDs and 

you're working on the fifth one and you're incredibly educated. Maybe you are somebody who 

has served on all the different committees in the life of our church. 

 

Maybe you know the Bible inside and out. Maybe you're somebody who knows everybody in 

this room and the city. You're incredibly socially networked and you're very advanced in that 

way. But what Paul is saying here is that what matters is, are you growing as a person of love? 

He says, actually that's the goal. And if you're measuring something else, you're measuring with 

the wrong scorecard. He says you're using the wrong metrics. If that's not really the aim, if that's 

not the end of your life to say how am I becoming more of a person of love? And you know, 

really what we ought to be doing, I think, is looking around this church because there are people 

here, I guarantee you, maybe who aren't the most advanced in their career. Maybe who aren't the 

most advanced financially or the most advanced in terms of education, but there are people in 

this church, I guarantee you, who have learned what it is to patiently trust in Jesus in the midst of 

suffering. 

 

Who have learned how to bear with, to endure, with maybe a hard family member, with kids 

with special needs, with a wife or relationship that's really difficult or challenging. People 

who've learned how to forgive again and again and again. And what we ought to be doing is 

looking for those people who embody those qualities of love, and saying I want to learn from 

them. How can I be mentored by them? How can I make them my spiritual mentor or teacher? 

Because Paul says what matters most, the end of life is becoming a person of love. So first Paul 

says love is the end. But then secondly, Paul says that this love really is the mark of spiritual 

maturity. He says this love never ends. 

 

Like it's going to last forever. It will never stop. It will never cease. Love never ends because 

God is love. Because God will never end, love never ends. Have you thought about this before? 

Why did God create the world? Why did he make the world? Did he do it because he was 

lonely? Because he was listening to too much Justin Bieber or the Beatles and he thought, you 

know, I really need somebody to love. No. No, the reason why God created the world, he created 

out of the overflow of his love. He's perfect. This trinity. This perfectly loving community, 

Father, Son, Holy Spirit, delighting, loving one another for all eternity past. God made the world 

out of that love. And he said, the Bible tells us that God dwells in heaven. He's present, yes 

everywhere, but he dwells uniquely in heaven and the Bible says when Jesus returns at the end of 

history to restore all that is broken in our world, heaven is going to come down to earth. 



 

God is going to make his dwelling place with us, and because God is Love, heaven then is going 

to be a world of love. In fact, this last week I was reading a sermon with that title by a man 

named Jonathan Edwards from the 1700s. He wrote about this passage, a sermon called Heaven, 

A World of Love. And he said just imagine this for a moment. Have you ever thought about this, 

that that moment in your life ... Think back to a moment when you felt absolutely loved. A time 

when you felt known, you felt affirmed, delighted, and not for just what you can do, but for who 

you are. Think of that moment. And he says, that moment of love that you've experienced in this 

life, it's like a tiny drop of water compared to the overflowing fountain of love that God is going 

to pour forth into your heart in heaven. 

 

You are going to be totally and completely loved. And don't think for a moment that that's going 

to be boring, by the way. You know, think about teenagers. When teenagers say to their parents, 

look, I'm going to go out with friends. The parents say, well, where are you going? They say, 

we're going out. The parents say, yeah, I get that, but where? Where are you going? They say, 

we're just going out. Like it doesn't matter, right? If you're hanging out with friends, if you are 

with people who love you, it's not boring. And the same is going to be true in heaven. To be 

completely loved by God, and then to be loved by every other person as well. I mean, imagine 

this, never having to wonder does that person really like me? But what do they think of me? No 

more coldness, no more disinterest, no more having to envy or to be jealous of other people, 

because our hearts are going to be so satisfied in God's love for us. We're never going to have to 

compete or to compare with another person again. 

 

Never having to experience what maybe some of you have. Just that feeling of exhaustion, the 

physical barriers to being able to express love to another person and never having love be cut off 

by the pain of death. Heaven is a world of love. And you see, what Paul is telling us here is if 

that's true, if that's the eternity that we're headed towards, he says, why not start living in light of 

that eternity right now? Like why not start valuing people, valuing relationships more than 

anything else? People are going to last a lot longer than our jobs. People are going to last a lot 

longer than our houses. People are going to last a lot longer than our hobbies. They're going to 

last longer even than the organization of this church. People are going to last for all eternity. 

 

So why not start valuing? Why not start cherishing people and relationships now? And if you've 

ever been in that place where maybe you have a relationship that's broken, you know right now 

there's somebody with whom you have an unreconciled relationship and you don't really want to 

pursue that reconciliation. Or if you've ever been in a moment where you know that you're 

choosing your self interest over doing what would be the loving thing for another person? If 

you've ever been in a place where you're harboring resentment and bitterness and you wonder 

why God feels distant. You wonder why you don't have any assurance of his love for you. You 

don't have any assurance of heaven. You don't experience really the hope and the joy of heaven. 

You kind of wonder, do I really believe any of this at all? 

 

If you wonder why, here's why. It's because God is a God of love. Because God is a God of love, 

heaven is going to be a world of love. And you see, in those moments when we choose our self 

seeking over loving other people, what we're actually doing is we're cutting ourselves off from 

the source of love. God doesn't love you any less in those moments, but we experience his love 



less. We have less assurance of his love in those moments because God is a God of love, heaven 

is a world of love. So Paul says, why not start living in light of that reality now? So love is the 

end. Love never ends. And then third and finally, the endless source of love. And though love 

never ends, the sermon does. So don't worry. We're coming to the close here. The endless source 

of love. 

 

How do you grow into maturity? If the aim, if the end is love, how do you become more of a 

person of love? How can you know that you're going to spend your eternity in a world of love? 

And the answer as we've been saying really all throughout this series, is that you have to know 

the source of endless love. In other words, do you know Jesus? Do you know the one of endless 

love? And if you do know Jesus, do you know what it means that he loves you with an endless 

love? I mean, think about this for just a moment. If you are in Christ, if you've put your trust in 

Jesus, when did God's love for you begin? Did it begin the moment that you put your trust in 

Jesus, the moment when you were awakened to a love for him? 

 

Well, no. Because Romans Chapter 5 says that God demonstrates his love for us in this, that 

while we were yet sinners, when we were still fighting against God, when we wanted nothing to 

do with God, Christ Jesus died for us. So is that when his love began? In the moment when Jesus 

died for us, when he took all of our sin upon himself, when he died for it on the cross so that we 

can be forgiven, cleansed, acceptable in the sight of God, is that when God started to love us? 

Well, no. John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only son." The reason why the 

Father gave his son, the reason why the son was willing to come and to die for us on the cross 

was because he loved us. God doesn't love you because Jesus died for you. 

 

Jesus died for you because God loves you. So when then did that love begin? Well, Ephesians 1 

comes the closest. It says before the foundation of the world. If you can even imagine such a 

thing, you know, astronomers estimate our universe, 13.9 billion years old. And yet before the 

foundation of the world, before the stars, before mountains, before oceans ever existed, God set 

his love on you. His love for you is rooted in eternity past and therefore it will continue in 

eternity future. Jeremiah 31:3, God says this, he says, "I have loved you with an everlasting love, 

therefore I will continue in my faithfulness to you." Did you catch that? Why will he continue in 

his faithfulness to you? It's not because of anything in you, not on your best day or your worst 

day, but because of his everlasting love. It doesn't change. 

 

It doesn't fade. It's a love that you can't out-sin. You can't outrun and you can never run out. He 

loves you with an everlasting love. Do you know the source of endless love? And then finally, do 

you know how to draw upon it? Do you know how to drink from it? If Jonathan Edwards says 

that God is this overflowing fountain of love, do you know how to lift up your cup to let him 

pour that love into your heart? Do you know how to do that? Especially in those moments when 

you're feeling impatient. In those moments when you feel like you've given up on that other 

person. In those moments when you feel like you've got no more love left to give, do you know 

how to lift up your cup and drink from that endless love? 

 

I think Paul gives us a great insight into how to do that, and I want to close with this. He says 

this, "When I was a child, I thought like a child and I reasoned like a child." Well, how do 

children think? They often don't think. That's the problem, right? You might say, well, why did 



you do that? And the kid says, I don't know. I wasn't thinking. That's the problem. And so 

children, more often they react more than they reason. But Paul says in just one chapter later, 

chapter 14 he says, "Do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking 

be mature." So, what does that mean? How do you think, how do you reason in a mature sort of 

way? Here's how. Do you know how in those moments when you're feeling like somebody has 

done something to upset you, to wrong you, do you just react? Do you just respond with your 

emotions? 

 

Are you a slave to your emotions? Or do you know how to reason? Do you know how to think? 

Do you know how to pause in those moments when you feel like you're ready to give up on 

somebody else and to say, wait a minute, heart. Jesus, you have loved me so patiently. Jesus, 

how many times have I tested your patience? Have you been in a place where you could be so 

irritable with me and yet you love me with a patient love? How then can I give up on my spouse? 

How then can I give up on my kids? How can I give up on my coworkers when you love me like 

that? In those moments when you want to keep score and you feel like you're winning, but really 

you're losing because you're not getting what you think you should be getting in return. Do you 

know what it is to reason with your heart and to say, Jesus, thank you that you do not keep score 

with me. Actually, you took the scorecard, you ripped it up on the cross, you died for all of my 

sins. 

 

Jesus, you've forgiven me in that way, how can I refuse forgiveness to somebody else? In those 

moments when you feel like you're not getting the affirmation, the understanding that you long 

for, do you know what it is to reason with your heart and to say, Jesus, even if I feel like I'm not 

affirmed, if I feel like I'm misunderstood, if I'm not getting the love that I desire from others, you 

love me. You pursue me with an endless love. And Jesus, that love for me is enough. Do you 

know how to do that? How to reason, how to think on the basis of God's endless love for you, to 

lift up your cup, to let him fill up your cup with his endless love for you so that you can grow 

more into a person of love, and so that we can begin to love others with that endless love as well. 

 

Let's pray together. Our Heavenly Father, we thank you that you do indeed love us with an 

everlasting love. We thank you that that love is based on nothing in us. God, we know so many 

times, even as we just look over our last week, we can see all of the unloving, selfish ways we've 

related with you and other people, and we thank you that you loved us so much you sent your 

son Jesus to die for us. And Jesus, we pray as we see your endless love for us, as we lift up our 

cups, as we allow you to fill us up with that endless love, we pray that it would help us to grow 

up, to become spiritually mature, to become people who are able to express this kind of endless 

love to one another. For we ask it in Jesus' name. Amen. 
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