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Well, I am thrilled to get to add to all of the love we want to throw at dads this morning and we're so 
grateful you're here. It's been a great morning for me. I was able to worship with my dad in the early 
service, and then here to worship and dance with my kids. It's such a gift. We're beginning a series today 
on the New Testament letter Ephesians. We thought about where to begin this, and one option was 
Ephesians 6:4. "Fathers, do not exasperate your children." We sort of thought about this. You ever 
noticed how on Mother's Day, we often lift up Scripture like, "Honor your moms" and it's the ABC's to 
loving Mom better? Then we get to Father's Day and we say, "Fathers, don't exasperate your children. 
Here are three keys to not blowing it as a dad." We decided as a church that we wanted to find some 
way to bless fathers today. 

Over the last few years, we've given a gift to women on Mother's Day and some of the dads have said, 
"Where's the love for us?" We have talked about this and tried to figure this out. We thought, "Should 
we do socks or ties with the HP Pres logo or something?" Then what we decided to do to bless dads 
today is we decided to go with beef jerky. This is not just Slim Jim, pick it up at the gas station beef jerky. 
This is all natural farm-raised, locally sourced right here in our beloved state of Texas beef jerky. Now, 
we don't have enough of this for all the dads because it's actually kind of expensive, but what I wanted 
to do is recognize maybe a few of the fathers that are here this morning. Here's what I want to start. If 
you're a grandfather and you have seven or more grandchildren, would you please stand up? Seven or 
more grandchildren as a grandfather. Would you stand up long enough for us to see you? 

And one for Jerry, and we've got one in the balcony, as well. I don't know that we should throw it, but 
we'll find a way to get it to you. Okay, as they're finishing that up, if you've become a dad in the last six 
months, would you stand? Or if you're about to become a dad. You've become a dad in the last six 
months, would you stand? Yes, or you're about to become a dad. Okay, let's get some beef jerky. You're 
going to need it. Okay, and then I hope we don't run out here, but do we have any dads who 
volunteered with VBS? Would you stand just so we can bless you and thank you? We've got Jonathan 
Hicks in a tie here. We got one up in the balcony. As we're doing that last, how about the father who 
had the most days without power this week? Because I went four days without power. Anybody got me 
beat? Okay, this beef jerky is for me, then. Thank you. Yes. Wonderful. 

Let me say a prayer. God, we thank you for the dads and father figures in our life and we pray now that 
as we open up your word that you would lead us into stronger, more resilient, greater trust in your love 
as our Heavenly Father. We pray this in the name of your Son, Jesus. Amen.  

One other word that is kind of on the family business side of things this morning, you've seen here at 
Highland Park Pres, the first of three VBSs that will be running throughout the summer. We're so excited 
about that. Power going out for two days and our facilities team and other folks on our staff who just 
rallied to help this be a place where we could host so many life-changing experiences. There were 



hundreds of kids learning about God's love, what it means to be in a relationship with Jesus and 40 
children saying for the first time that they want Jesus to be their forgiver and their leader forever. 

When we get to celebrate that publicly as a church, as a community, and rally around those families, 
there's nothing like that. That's just the best for us. It's why we do what we do. All that to say, summer is 
not a time when we slowdown in terms of ministry or impact around here. Many of you know that 
August, that later in the summer, ends our fiscal year as a church. We would love to roll into the Fall 
with all the momentum and excitement for what God is doing and will continue to do full steam ahead 
into this coming year. Right now we're currently slightly behind our projected giving for the year, and by 
slightly, I mean slightly, less than 1%. When you think about that in light of the staggering above and 
beyond joyful giving of so many of our families to all that God is doing here with the Transform 
campaign and for the future of this church, it's really an amazing thing. 

But we just wanted to let you know where things stand and to tell you that your prayers and your 
generosity through the summer months as we get ready for this next phase of our life together makes a 
huge difference. Even in the midst of construction, we are cranking on all cylinders. Worship attendance 
is up. Lots of new families and new people who want to be a part of what God's doing here. People 
launching out on mission trips and serving our city throughout the summer. Thank you just for your 
faithfulness and your continued generosity. Alright, today as we mentioned earlier, we're launching a 
new series on the New Testament Book of Ephesians. We're calling it “Life Together in Jesus.” Some of 
you who like to do your homework ahead of time may have noticed and you're wondering, "Why would 
we start a series in Ephesians 3? 

One of the main themes of Paul's letter to the Ephesians is the unity of the church because these 
Christians in the city of Ephesus, they're figuring this out as they go. The church, at this point is a brand 
new movement. Remember, the church in the New Testament wasn't a building, it was people. It was 
God's people living out together the reality of the love of Jesus for the church and for their neighbors 
and into the world. As we talk about what it means to be a church together, we're actually going to walk 
through this series with our friends at Peak Street Church in old East Dallas. If you've heard us talk about 
this, we're one church with these multiple congregations throughout the city of Dallas. Their lead pastor, 
Cameron Beatty, launched into this six weeks ago, this Ephesians series. They said no to Leviticus, for 
some reason, and so we're joining back up with them now with Ephesians 3. We're going to walk 
through this together for the rest of the summer. 

Then just to make this more fun, there's a guy who used to be on our staff, Roy Farius, who was called to 
go plant a church in San Antonio. We called him up this spring and said, "Could I join in on what y'all are 
studying this summer?" As churches, we're all going to be looking at this letter to the Ephesians together 
and what it means to have life together in Jesus. That's our summer. We're starting today with 
Ephesians 3, which if you want to grab that Bible there in front of you, it's page 1242. I would certainly 
encourage you to do that. Now, honestly, most teachers and preachers, when they're working their way 
through Ephesians, a lot of times they tend to skip over what we're about to look at today. In fact, as I 
was looking back on some of the work that I've done in Ephesians, I've preached a few series through 
Ephesians and never once have I dealt with this text today. The reason is largely in what we're about to 
look at in verse 1. 

Paul begins by saying, 

 "For this reason, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles," and notice the dash.  



"On behalf of you Gentiles --" and then right smack in the middle of that sentence, Paul just goes off on 
this digression, a sidebar that he doesn't return from and come out of until verse 13. Maybe you know 
somebody who likes to do this in conversation or when they're telling a story. It's like they start right 
here and then they go, "Well, that reminds me of Uncle John. You remember that time? Oh, there's 
another story when we were traveling in Italy and then, oh, I want to tell you this one thing. I'm going to 
come back to that." Then next thing you know, there's seven windows open at once in the story. Do you 
know someone like this? Do you have a dad like this? It's like the internet browser with 13 browsers 
open at once and they're multitasking their way through the conversation. 

Paul, in Ephesians 3, begins with a kind of digression that isn't very structured and it's kind of rambling 
on. Yet here's Paul with this brilliant mind and this burden that he has for the early church and in this 
little tangent and digression that we have in Ephesians 3, Paul is sort of showing us his cards. His 
greatest burden for the church, and not just in Ephesus but for the growing movement of Jesus' 
followers throughout the Roman Empire and here's what he writes. As we read this, let's pay attention 
to key themes that may be showing themselves to us through Paul's repetition of words. We'll start with 
verse 1.  

"For this reason, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus." 

 When Paul says he's a prisoner, he's not speaking metaphorically. Paul is writing this from jail.  

"A prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of 
God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation as I 
have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which 
was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to His holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel."  

Okay, verse seven. He's still on the tangent.  

"Of this Gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given to me by the 
working of his power.” 

 It's not my power. It’s his power. 

 “To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given.”  

What does Paul mean by that? "The very least of all the saints." 

Well, if you know Paul's story, before he was a follower of Jesus, before he became this leader in the 
early church movement, Paul was the one throwing Christians into prison and helping to have them 
killed. Not exactly the ideal candidate for the pastor's search committee. He says, "I'm the very least, the 
last person you would ever expect to be leading the charge of what God is doing in and through Jesus." 
He says, "I'm the one that God called" because Paul knows that God doesn't call the qualified. He 
qualifies the called. You ever felt that way? God doesn't call the qualified, he qualifies the called. Paul 
knows this. Verse 8.  



"To me, though I'm the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to preach, to announce to the 
Gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ. To bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God who created all things so that through the church, through us, the manifold 
wisdom of God might be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places." 

"This was all according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus, our Lord, in whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence through faith in him."  

Verse 13. He says, "So," and other translations say "therefore," which sort of marks the end of the 
digression. Paul's coming back to his original thought. He says, 

 "Therefore, in light of all I've just said, I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which 
is for your glory." 

 It's a breathtaking passage. We could spend the next three months unpacking what God is saying 
through Paul to the Ephesian church here. By the way, this is the first passage I ever memorized. I didn't 
grow up in church or memorizing Scripture. I was a counselor at Camp Kanakuk and a few of us 
counselors, we'd get up before the kids were up and we would go wakeboarding in the morning. In 
between wakeboarding sessions, we would memorize little chunks of Ephesians 3. Isn't that a great way 
to memorize Scripture? 

Well, here Paul, in this digression, is inviting us into so much of what he longs for the people of Ephesus 
and for the early church. With the glory of suffering, the wonder of grace, the unsearchable riches of the 
Gospel that reaches beyond our wildest dreams, this great battle, a cosmic battle, all into which the 
church has been invited. All these truths that Paul is unleashing onto the Ephesians, C.H. Dodd calls 
Ephesians the "crown of Pauline literature." Coleridge said that Ephesians was "the divinest composition 
of man." We get so much of this in Ephesians 3. It's on display for us. I know it's summer and if you're a 
student, then you're taking a break from your brain, but here's what I want to do. Sometimes this is just 
the work of studying a Scripture that maybe we're coming to for the first time. 

Back in seminary, the preaching professors would often ask you when you were reading a text and 
thinking about teaching it, they'd ask you, "What's the big idea? What's the central heart of what this 
Scripture writer is trying to say?" They would ask you to explain it in your own words. What's the big 
idea in your language of what Paul is trying to tell us in Ephesians 3? How about this? VBS Sunday, if you 
were teaching VBS and this was the text that you're given. Might  be a little cruel, but what's the one 
thing if you were teaching this that you would want the kids in your group, in your circle, to walk away 
with? The answer can't just be "Jesus." Here's what I would suggest, and it has to do with that word that 
Paul seems to keep coming back to over and over in this text. 

The mystery, which has been hidden for so long but has now been revealed through Jesus. Paul uses this 
word, "mystery," four times. The mystery is this, that in Jesus, outsiders have become insiders. Those 
who were once on the outside looking in have now been invited all the way in. Because of Jesus, those 
who were once forbidden are now forgiven. Those who were once forgotten are now called family. 
Those who were once left out are now let all the way in. Verse 6:  

"The mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, partakers of the promise 
that we have in Christ Jesus through the Gospel."  



Now, here's the background to this. In that day, if you were a Gentile, meaning if you weren't Jewish by 
family or by blood, then when it came to the family of God, you were considered an outsider. If you 
wanted to come and worship God and get to know this God, well, you had to do it as kind of a second-
class citizen. 

You were sort of welcome to be there on the outskirts, but you weren't family. You couldn't come 
inside. You couldn't come all the way into what God was doing. You couldn't even come into the physical 
temple. It would be like in our day if you weren't allowed into this Sanctuary. It's like you always had to 
sit in overflow or you always had to be in the Narthex and just sort of look through the windows. You get 
a little bit of a glimpse of what's happening in here. You feel a little bit connected, but you're never fully 
welcome because everywhere you look, there's a sign across every door that says "No Gentiles beyond 
this point." Paul says that the mystery that is now revealed is that Jesus, he took those who were 
farthest on the outside and those who were looked at as morally inferior and he brought them all the 
way into God's love and grace. He put us all together as this one church, Jewish and Gentile, people of 
different nations all worshiping God as one family. 

That's the mystery. Just thinking about our day, we have all kinds of people who are outsiders. Some 
people are marginalized because of poverty or injustice. Some people are lonely or socially marginalized. 
A whole lot of people in our day are outside in the sense that they don't yet know how much Jesus loves 
them. Don’t know what God wants to do in their lives, or they think that because of their past or 
because of something that they've failed in or something in their life, that they're far from God. Paul 
says, "This great mystery is that now because of Jesus, those who were outside are brought all the way 
into God's family and God's love and his story." When I was in grad school, there was a church that I 
would often go to in downtown Seattle. This church had a great sort of heart for the city. One of their 
ministries was to come alongside women who had been trafficked in the city. 

One of the members of that church was an older lady named Grace, just an amazing hero of the faith. 
She had gotten involved in this local ministry. One day she invited some of these young women who had 
been rescued off the streets to come and join her at church. Now, these ladies that Grace invited to 
church didn't look like your normal Sunday morning Presbyterians. They didn't dress up like everyone 
else. They didn't know when to sit down or when to stand up or what the difference was between a 
hymnal and a Bible. It wasn't long before some of the people in that church started griping to the pastor, 
"We can't worship with these women in here." What the pastor did is he went and he found some 
families in the church and he said, "Your mission is to invite these women into your lives and into your 
families so that they feel like they're a part of what we're doing here." 

Every Sunday after church, families would invite these women from this ministry, women who have just 
been rescued off the streets to come and join them in their homes for lunch as a family. On Sunday in 
one of these homes, as the husband and wife were cleaning up the dishes in the kitchen after the lunch, 
the rest of the folks were just sitting in the living room. There were some of these women and Grace and 
then some of the children from this family. As they're sitting together, out of nowhere, the six-year-old 
girl in this family sort of crawls up into the lap of one of these women and she starts playing with her 
hair and braiding her hair and combing her hair. Then she started touching this woman's face and 
tracing the lines of her face and then she looked up at this woman and she said to her, "Oh, you are so 
pretty." This woman just broke down and looked at her friend, Grace, and she said to her, "My body has 
been touched in every imaginable way but one. This is the first time my body has ever been touched by 
love." 



Paul says to the church, and he says to us, "Will you reach out to those who think they're far from God, 
to the untouchable, and bring them this kind of love?" When Jesus launched the church into the world, 
he didn't say, "They're going to know you by your knowledge, by your doctrine. They'll look at all that 
you understand about the mysteries of God and they'll say, 'Wow.'" No, he said, "They'll know that 
you're mine by the way you love. The way you love one another and then how you reach beyond 
yourselves to show this love and to reveal this love to a broken, hurting world." The mystery is that 
through Jesus, those who are on the outside are invited all the way in. Notice how Paul describes this in 
verse 12.  That in him, in Christ, and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence. Because of Jesus, because he laid down his life for sinners like me that when he died and 
moment he died this curtain that separated holy from unholy was torn in two so that now we all have 
access. 

We can approach God with freedom and boldness. You and I, not just those of a certain family, not just 
the priests, but all people. Even Paul, the very least of all the saints. Those who have been told their 
whole lives, "You're not welcome. You can't come in. You can't worship here. you can't approach this 
Holy God," now they have access. Now they're invited in. Now they're welcome and invited all the way 
in. Recently I was riding in an Uber from the airport, from Love Field, here to the church on a Sunday 
morning. As we were driving, the Uber driver turns onto University Boulevard and he's got my address, 
but he says, "Where are you headed?" I said, "Work." He said, "On a Sunday?" I said, "Yeah, I pretty 
much work one day a week." Knowing that I'd kind of walked into this question, the question he asked 
next was, "Well, what do you do?" I said, "Well, I'm a pastor." He said, "What church?" I said, "The one 
that we're about to pull into." 

Here's what he said next. I'll never forget the way that he said this. He said, "Well, Pastor, I got a doozy 
for you. How come God never answers my prayers?" Okay, don't you love getting a question like that 
right at the end of the Uber experience and you're like, "If I get into this, is he going to charge me for 
each minute that we're sitting here? What do I do?" He keeps going. He said, "If God is God, then why 
doesn't he hear me? Am I not trying hard enough? I mean, is there something wrong with me?" He sort 
of goes on and he lists all these things in his life that he's asked for prayer about and just rough stuff. 
God never answered and he doesn't feel like God's cared for him and never feels like he's ever been 
welcomed in the church. It's like he knows about God, but has never really been a part of it. All these 
things happen and he's sharing this with me because I'm a pastor. 

Then he says this. "Do I have to go to your church for God to hear my prayers?" At which point I said, "I 
appreciate your sarcasm in that. That's kind of a spiritual gift for me." He kept going with one question 
after another and finally I said, "If you want God to answer your prayers, stop asking me so many 
questions." I didn't say that to him. But we sort of had a conversation. If you want to hear how that 
finishes, we can have coffee sometime. But it sort of struck me in this Uber with this guy who's been 
living his whole life thinking and feeling that for whatever reason, there is something that is keeping him 
on the outside of what God is doing. He feels outside of God's reach, outside of God's love, outside of 
God's hearing and responding and answering and moving into what's going on in his life, whether it was 
his past or his doubts or not measuring up. There was something missing. 

I just wonder how many people we come across, how many people we work with and interact with and 
share a car with and go to school with and live next to on our streets that there is something in their life 
that for whatever reason feel this way. That when they think about God, whatever they're thinking 
about, they're thinking about somebody that they aren't welcome into the presence of. That there's 
something about them that they believe that they're far from God and they're not welcome into what 



he's doing. It's kept them at a distance from a loving, forgiving, answering God. Paul says the mystery 
doesn't have to be a mystery anymore because of Jesus and because of his death on the cross and 
because of his victory over that grave. Those who are on the outside, those that thought that they were 
the farthest from God, they can be forgiven. They can be redeemed and they can get a new story in 
Jesus because of what God did on the cross. 

This God who they thought for so long didn't hear them or see them or love them, are now invited to 
know all the way in. That's the mystery that has been revealed to the church and to us that we might 
have this life together in Jesus and that more and more people may be invited all the way in. 

 Heavenly Father, we pray and we ask that you would continue to do that work that only you can do in 
people's lives. Forgive us when we think it's just about us. I pray that that work you're doing to change 
and renew us and save us, that it would be so compelling, so powerful, so beautiful in the way that we 
live and love other people that more people would want to bend the knee to Jesus. Even as we sing and 
as we offer ourselves to you in worship now, would you continue to do that work in us and for your 
glory? Amen. 
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