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Well, five years ago this summer, God called an amazing young gifted leader who had just graduated 
from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. Cameron Beatty and his wife Emily moved here to Dallas to 
serve on our pastoral staff at Highland Park Presbyterian Church. I think we started on the job within a 
week of one another, and so it's been a wild ride. It's been such a gift. I know from early on, Cameron, 
you became on a personal level, such a friend and someone that I learned from and could confide in, 
and we could encourage each other. It's been an amazing gift to serve alongside you. 

Then in recent years we began to talk about what it might look like for Cameron to go and plant a 
church as a part of our family of churches here in the City of Dallas. So, six months ago, Peak Street 
Church was launched in Old East Dallas, and it has been an incredible start. You and Emily serving 
together, alongside a team of people, many of whom helped launch this church to help establish this 
little mission outpost at the corner of Peak Street and Bryan in Old East Dallas. I wonder if you might just 
share six months in, Cameron, some of the things that you're celebrating what God is doing at Peak 
Street. 

Yes. Well, again, just so good to be with you. It does have a little bit of a family reunion feel to it. It's 
great to be back with you. Bryan actually came and preached for us around Advent, and so that was just 
sweet to have this family relationship back and forth. 

I think some of the things from the outset to see in a team that was willing to say yes to a mission where 
we had some things in place but we were also just looking for the Lord to provide, was a really, really 
sweet gift. Just to see how that's evolved and their leadership roles and their gifts and their faith. 

I think one thing in particular that's been really unique, just by way of a culture maker, that the Lord has 
done among us is we've really tried to open it up every now and then. Immediately following the 
teaching and preaching and just say, "What are the questions that you have?" We're a little bit of a 
smaller congregation, so we can kind of open that up to the room. It was really scary, and there were a 
few just kind of softballs to test the waters at first. But now there are 90-mile-an-hour curves that are 
just totally coming in. 

I believe that we're actually becoming a place where I think honest questions get honest responses and 
answers. We're finding that just in an age of skepticism and especially over in Old East Dallas, that's 
really refreshing. It's proved to be the catalyst for a lot of people coming back or coming to know the 
Lord for the first time. 

One of the reasons we want to stay close together as a family of churches is that we have a lot to learn. 
Highland Park Pres has so much to learn from what God's doing in and through you and through the 
movement at Peak Street Church. So, we want to pray for you and give thanks for you and please 



continue to stay close together so that we can be on this journey as sibling churches learning from one 
another. I know we need to pray for you because, in addition to leading a church plant, you are 
expecting a baby boy this summer, you and Emily, in August. 

Yeah. Praise God. Yeah. 

The hipster beard is just perfectly- 

Thank you. The oil on it is really- 

Yeah, the essential oils and the candles and everything that you've got going, artisan candles, is just 
wonderful. You should check out Peak Street Church on a Sunday. It smells lovely. Can I pray for you? 

Absolutely. Yeah. There's so much that, yeah, is just running through the filter right now. So yeah, 
there's ... yeah, anyway. 

Father, we literally surround Cameron right now. Before we hear God’s Word read for us and before he 
preaches this morning and opens up this series on Leviticus, we pause to give you thanks for this friend, 
this brother, this colleague in ministry, who has launched out, and for all that you're doing and the 
people who are coming to know Jesus, and this place where women and men are coming with 
questions. Maybe for the first time they're exploring who Jesus might be. Maybe they've been burned 
by the church, and they're learning that, God, you welcome all of our doubts and all of our confusions 
and even some of our brokenness and the heartache when it comes to the church. 

So, we pray that you would continue to do this good work in and through Peak Street Church, through 
Emily and Cameron. We pray for their little one, for their family along the way. We pray that you would 
keep us close together as followers of Jesus seeking the flourishing of this city that you love so much, 
even more than we do. We pray all this in Jesus' name and everybody said. Amen. 

I'm excited to participate in today's Scripture reading. Be coming from Leviticus Chapter 19, verses 1 
through 8. Hear the word of the Lord. 

 "And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to 
them, you shall be holy for I the Lord your God am holy. Every one of you shall revere his mother and his 
father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God. Do not turn to idols or make for 
yourselves any gods of cast metal. I am the Lord your God. When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings 
to the Lord, you shall offer it so that you may be accepted. It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or 
on the day after, and anything left over until the third day shall be burned up with fire. If it is eaten at all 
on the third day, it is tainted. It will not be accepted, and everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, 
because he has profaned what is holy to the Lord. And that person shall be cut off from his people.'" 
Amen. 

Thank you, Ashley. Appreciate it. It's so good to be with you again. I'm really, really excited to be with 
you on this new sermon series post-Easter. When Bryan extended the invite, as you could imagine, I was 
really, really excited just to be with you. Sort of the days got closer, and we started talking. I said, "Hey, 
what are you thinking of for the series right after Easter? What are you thinking of kicking off with?" He 
said, "The Gospel According to Leviticus." Like you, there was a collective ha-ha-ha-ha. 



I thought, "Okay. No, no, no, but what is it really?" He's a little bit of a jokester, and he said, "No, really 
it's “The Gospel According to Leviticus." I thought, "Oh, he's also super competitive and driven, and 
taking on something like this is just right up his alley." 

But you should also know that not only do you have one who's just winsome and competitive, but one 
who loves the word of God. I'm so grateful just to get to be a part of this with you. In taking on some of 
these more challenging books of Scripture, some of us may find this is really unfamiliar territory. There's 
a reason for that. A lot of details, a lot of seemingly irrelevant, maybe just outdated or barbaric, 
antiquated content in here. But what I hope that you'll begin to see from a series like this is that is far 
from the case. 

Here's a little bit of the “why” behind that. I think one of the things that you begin to see as Moses 
moves the Israelites out of Egypt, and he moves them toward this promise land where he was going to 
dwell with them. It was life as it should be with their God. They were his people. God realizes that they 
have to live by a new law, a new way of life, if they're going to be his people because they've been in 
slavery for 430 years in Egypt. So he draws them to himself. He brings them to the foot of Mount Sinai 
which is where the writing of Leviticus takes place and as God is giving the law to Moses. 

One of the things that I can't overstate enough, I can't over emphasize enough, is that the law is given 
after the rescue out of slavery in Egypt. Vitally important that you keep that order, that we keep that 
order together. Because if you don't, then all of a sudden, we kind of fall into the assumption that I think 
surrounds the Christian faith or the God of the Old and the New Testaments. That is that if I obey, then 
I'm accepted. What you see God do all throughout the Scriptures, the Old and the New Testaments, it's 
that you're accepted; you're in; you're covenanted to. Therefore obey; trust the commands that he has 
given you, and that's what's taken place here. 

It's in the context of this covenant relationship that the people of God learn how to live with him. They 
learn what he likes, what he doesn't like. I think I learned something similar to this most profoundly just 
in the first few weeks of marriage. You've got the ceremony, the reception, the honeymoon. You feel 
like, "Okay, we're going to beat this thing. It's just an upward trajectory, bliss from here." 

I remember the day that it took a turn, like all of a sudden. Seriously. We were eating, I remember we 
had just moved into a new apartment. We were up in Seminary, which is grad school for preachers, and 
we were eating in our apartment. We had not unpacked anything yet. We turned a laundry basket over. 
Kind of had our first dinner there on the ground. Very, very sweet. Then the next day, we were cleaning 
some stuff out, and my wife Emily finds a stack of thank you cards that I had forgotten to mail out for 
the wedding. So she, rightfully so, is less than patient because I've had time and time again to do this. All 
of a sudden I realize, "Okay, this is kind of a big deal to her. It's a really big deal, as it should be. It should 
be more of a big deal to me." 

But then I remember we just, we were going at it. Then I thought, "Oh man, this is getting bad. Are we 
going to make it?" Thankfully we did, and I learned a lot. I remember that because that was one of the 
first ones, and it got heated, and it was tough. But what I learned is that at moments like that where 
things get really hard, and you don't really understand why one another works the way that they do 
when you're in a covenant relationship with someone, is that you can either retreat or you can lean in. 



Trust me, there are plenty of times where I have hit the eject button. I have retreated. I have run the 
other way as far as I can. But on the times where we have been able to lean in a little bit, one of the 
things that I have begun to realize is that that's when the relationship goes the deepest. That's when you 
begin to learn things about one another that bring the light, joy and gladness that the relationship was 
meant to be. 

So what you're going to see in this passage is the Lord is eager to show the people of God what it means 
to live in relationship with him. Not only if they'll live in relationship with him will they flourish under 
him, but they'll experience all of the joy, all of the freedom, all of the life that they were longing for. As a 
result, my hope is that we will do the same. 

 I think Leviticus really begins not with getting into the details, and that's where the book starts. But it 
begins with this one theme that is just all throughout the Bible. We're going to break this up into three 
parts and walk through those three parts. Here's the theme. Ready for it? If you understand this, you 
understand the Book of Leviticus. Number one, that God is holy; he's holy. Number two, we are called to 
be holy dot-dot-dot, dash-dash-dash, but we're not. Number three, how does a book like Leviticus 
become good news? How does it become the gospel in light of what we just said? That God is holy. 
We're called to be holy, but we're not. How does good news come out of that for us this morning? 

So let's look at that together. Number one, God is holy. Leviticus 19:1-2, and I'm just going to camp out 
here in verse 2.  

"And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, 'Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to 
them, you shall be holy for I the Lord your God am Holy.'" 

 The Book of Leviticus, we just said, is repeated with this phrase. You see in Leviticus 11:45 and 20:7. The 
people are called to be holy because the Lord's holy. 

So to understand the meaning of and the motivation for all of the sacrifices, all of the offerings, all of the 
rituals, all of kind of the craziness with the rashes, you've really got to understand why it is that the Lord 
is passionate about his people understanding this attribute. It is because holy is so much a part of who 
he is. It's his holiness. It's his very being. The Lord is holy. He's holy. By definition, and maybe you've 
heard this, it means set apart, sacred, distinct, unique. 

For so many of us, I think holy can have kind of this sort of divine snobbery about it. “Holier than thou.” 
We think about that phrase. Maybe when you think of God as holy, you think of a strict, white-hot force 
like in Indiana Jones. Maybe we see that the people melt. Maybe you're in circles where holy was used 
as an attribute for a God who is more of a moral police. Or kind of a cold, meaner, scarier Santa who 
sees you when you're sleeping, knows when you're awake. He knows if you've been bad or good. I'll let 
you finish it. 

Maybe you see this as holiness, but while his goodness, yes, his moral perfection, his purity are a part of 
what it means for God to be holy. The Bible actually challenges us and it calls us to envision something 
much more profound than just that, much more beautiful than that. In one sense to say God is holy 
means to just say that he is totally unlike us and this is where it is really good news. He's not me. He's 
not me. 



Everything we know about goodness, everything we know about beauty, about truth, justice, not only 
do these things derive from him, but they're actually turned up the closer you get to him. In a very literal 
sense, to say that God is holy means he is full of wonder. He is wonderful, and yet to say he's holy also 
means that he is equally terrifying. So how can something be good, wonderful and terrifying all at the 
same time? I'll see if I can give us an image. 

In recent weeks I have been enamored with what was the Oscar-nominated and Oscar-winning best 
documentary at the Academy Awards this year, a National Geographic documentary called “Free Solo.” 
This is the story, the true story, about 33-year-old Alex Honnold who free solo climbed El Capitan which 
is a 3,200-foot mountain in Yosemite National Park. Yeah, the picture just went up. It becomes 
wonderful when you realize how big and grand El Cap is. It becomes terrifying when you realize that he 
free solo climbed that. That means he climbed it without a rope or without any gear. 

You look at those two things paired together and you should know he made it. That's probably the key 
statement for us. He made it, but you watch that, and you just know when he makes it you're gripped, 
like on the edge of your seat, and you realize that was happening. That thing that goes on in your 
stomach when you see an image like that just hanging untethered 3,200 feet off the valley floor. I think 
the Empire State Building is something like 1,200 feet, just in comparison. It is totally breathtaking and 
filled with danger and scary, all at the same time. 

So how is it that something becomes dangerous and beautiful at the same time? Well, as human frailty 
gets closer and closer to it, you realize that the only two options are perfection. Like a perfect execution, 
which he had to do, or you're just swallowed up in the magnificence of it all. You're swallowed up in 
something that grand, that vast. Friends, here's a little bit of the truth of this passage. The sovereign 
Lord, like all caps, LORD, who is both omniscient and omnipresent. All knowing, everywhere at all times 
and all places before the world began, will be and forever. The one who is the very definition of 
goodness, power, beauty, truth, he spoke and El Capitan just came into existence. 

To feel as though we can just get close to this holy God, we can just be near him with all of our stuff, 
we're way off because God is holy. He's holy, and here in the craziest transference, he is calling us to be 
holy, but we're well aware of the fact that we're not, right? God is holy. We are called to be holy. It's 
Leviticus 19:2. 

But notice this, why would God not only call us to become holy, but he would also confirm that it will 
happen? Did you notice that? If you are going to be my people who are called by my name, you shall 
become like me. By the way, I'm going to teach you how to own the brand. That's why I give you my law. 
You see, Israel is called the people of God's call. Our call to be the image bearers of God, to reflect his 
holiness to the rest of the world, it wasn't just a new idea. It actually began back at the dawn of time. It 
began at the very beginning of Creation, Genesis Chapter 1. You remember. 

God, in the beginning, he speaks and everything comes into existence, seas, land, sky, earth, El Cap. 
Then, at the crescendo of his Creation, all of a sudden the holy God begins to create, and he begins to 
gather together, and he begins to craft and form man and woman to reflect his holy image. There's 
nothing like it in all Creation, as wonderful as all of Creation is. 

Then what happens? God made a woman through the ingenuity that he has given them to cultivate 
beauty and bring goodness out of the ground, which is why we do what we do. Whether we're in 



banking and finance, whether we're stay-at-home moms, whether we're entrepreneurs or artists or 
whatever it may be. We're called to cultivate and reflect his goodness, his creativity in the midst of that. 
Man and woman were to live by the truth of the one true God and in doing so, bear witness to the 
whole world as image bearers of this God. 

But it didn't take long for the created ones Adam and Eve, our parents, first parents, to turn their back 
on the Creator. As Creation turns its back on the Creator, Creation turns in on itself. Everything is 
fractured. Everything spirals out of control. As a result, men and women, and even still to this day, they 
did not know who they were. Even more importantly, they forgot whose they were. That kind of sounds 
a little bit familiar. Doesn't it? 

You see, below the waterline of every human heart, and it's true in this room, absolutely, me included, 
we're trying to make sense of being estranged from God, alienated from one another, ashamed of our 
own selves. It's the great human condition of every man or woman living east of Eden. Nobody gets a 
free pass. Nobody's good enough. But what happens is that in the words of Herman Melville, "Heaven 
have mercy on us all, Presbyterian and pagan alike, for we are all somehow dreadfully cracked about the 
head and sadly need mending." 

Here's what Melville recognized. The rebellion and the ongoing effects of sin, whether we're suffering 
from it and/or participating in it, there's both, that has rendered us spiritually, emotionally, 
psychologically, and often physically homeless. We are disoriented and disintegrated. We don't know 
who we are. We don't know whose we are. This was the really, really startling reality that I had to come 
to grips with. I think for many of us, this is where it begins to press us a little bit. We can't fix that, right? 
We can't fix us. If you think you're the only one, welcome to the human race. 

I've only been a pastor for a few years, but R.E.M. got it right. Everybody hurts. Everybody. Think about 
this. Addiction, depression, confusion, low grade anxiety that just seems to go on like white noise every 
day of every week. Or, present relationships that are probably more appropriately labeled as a dumpster 
fire, peace that has a shelf life of only 2.5 seconds. But chronic pain? That lasts forever. 

It's all a haunting reminder. It's all a haunting reminder that despite all that we're trying to do, things are 
not the way they're supposed to be. So much despair, so much fear of missing out, so much confusion, 
so much injustice. That's what Gary Haugen is going to come and talk about next week. What do we do 
with the injustice that we see or we even don't see but exists in this world? 

This is going to seem somewhat maybe superficial at first, but I don't want it to be because I think it is 
very real. I remember eighth grade was the very first time that I had this feeling of being just totally 
inadequate. Anybody ever felt that? Totally inadequate. I remember it came as a result of looking over 
and you didn't make this grade. You weren't as cool as the only two people in the class that didn't have 
braces at the time. You didn't get to be starter for the JV basketball team, right? But these were real 
things that landed. I realized that ever since that day, I was just trying to get into arenas. I would try to 
get in front of people, whether those were coaches or teachers or youth pastors or whoever. I would 
just try to get approval to kind of make that feeling of inadequacy go away. 

It wasn't until junior year of undergrad and I realized that approval, just using people to kind of affirm 
what's going on inside here, that just became this gateway drug to becoming an ego addict. So 
insatiable, so needy. I'm still relapsing. If you knew how often, just the daily struggle to maintain that, to 



rest in the identity of Christ for you, it's so difficult because you've got to earn it. You've got to be it. 
You've got to do it. You've got to crush it, right? 

Here's the thing. God is holy. We're called to be holy, but we're not. Let's all acknowledge that together. 
Okay. So how does a passage like this actually become good news? How does the Book of Leviticus, with 
all of the laws, with all kind of the craziness going on, how does that turn into good news? That's the 
mega question that Leviticus is seeking to answer with all the sacrifices, the priesthood, the offerings, all 
of these things that are going on. How can a holy God make his dwelling in the midst of a very real 
unholy people? Real unholiness, not just church unholiest but real stuff. 

You might think that after the rebellion of Adam and Eve, that God would just sort of hit "game over" on 
the entire world, but he doesn't. He comes in Genesis Chapter 12 to a very unlikely elderly couple, 
Abraham and Sarah. He comes to them, and he says, "Out of your line, I'm going to make this promise, a 
covenant," which means it's not going to go away. "Out of your line, I am going to bring about a people 
that are going to reflect a new humanity. Not only are they going to keep my laws, but their hearts are 
going to long after me, and I'm going to be with them, and they're going to realize that this is what they 
were made for. That human beings were made to live in mutual delight with one another, but they were 
also made to live under the goodness, under the provision, of their kind creator. I'm going to do it 
through you." 

It looks totally unlikely, but when you get to this point where God rescues the people out of Egypt, 
something like 600,000 family units, some scholars say, what Cecil B. DeMille in “The Ten 
Commandments,” called the glorious chaos, like moving across the Red Sea. It looks like God is 
delivering on it, and he's going to bring them about. That this is going to happen; they're going to finally 
get it. He's going to give them a law, and he's going to make them a people. He's going to establish his 
tabernacle, the cloud of fire, or the cloud and the pillar of fire, are going to be with them. 

Then he gives them a law, and he says, "I want you to be my people. This is how you're going to relate to 
me." I want to pause here real quick because I think this is important for us as a people who are going to 
be talking about law over the next few weeks. We hear that phrase “law,” and if you're like me, you sort 
of zone out, or you go womp-womp.The law in our day, and I know there's a lot of you who like reading 
legal texts in here so I'm really grateful we're doing the series for you. There are a few people in here, all 
three of you. 

What happens is we come to that, and we often treat it as a dirty word, right? We treat it like it's a bad 
thing. Like, don't suppress my freedom! But what you have happening is that in the 600 plus laws that 
God has given the nation of Israel, he says, "This is the blueprint. This is how shalom can be restored. 
This is the peace." This is the language we use a lot in this church, “flourishing.” This is how it's going to 
come about and how life as it was intended. 

If you'll trust me, follow these commands, and all will go well with you. This is why David prays. He 
praises God because he sees this vision of the law. He says in Psalm 19 verse 7, 

 "The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple."  



Praise God for his law. Not only because it gets us in on human flourishing, but it also shows us what he 
is like so we don't have to guess at it. We don't have to assume. 

Here's why that's a big deal. If I decide that I'm going to wake up early on a Saturday morning and I'm 
going to make coffee for my wife. I go in, and it's about six o'clock. I set the coffee down, and I tap her 
on the shoulder and say, "Hey, here's your coffee." You might think that's a really, really sweet gesture. 
But here's the thing. That gesture is not going to be met with a lot of delight or sweetness because she's 
not a coffee drinker, and she's not an early riser. Very true. 

But if I know that she likes to get a few things done in the morning and then she likes to go out and kind 
of be a little more adventurous on a walk with the dog or hike or whatever. At the end of the day, I start 
trying to kind of knock out that list, and then we plan a walk and she's going to delight in that. She's 
going to delight in the fact that I know what brings her delight. 

Do you see how the cycle begins to work here? This is about much more than just goodness or keeping 
laws. So the law becomes, for the people of God, what we would call a vocabulary of grace. It's the way 
that God has given them to relate to him. That's what they were made for and what they were created 
for. The Lord establishes the sacrificial system to make provisions for his people. He sets up offerings so 
they can say thank you and I'm sorry. He sets up the priesthood so that they'll have mediators. He 
establishes days for parties and festivals so that they won't forget that he is good, and he is the God of 
good food and drink, and they are to celebrate him. 

Here's the thing. This is really, really good, too. This is really unique in the sense that God establishes 
unique laws for the marginalized and the poor. He cares for the slave and the oppressed among his 
people. They're to display his goodness throughout all of creation. So the Gospel of Leviticus is that a 
holy God does everything possible to live in the midst of a holy people happily ever after, right? Not 
quite fully, because we still know that the problem resides in here, and we see it play out there. 

How does God get inside of here to begin to change us, to love his law, to see it as David did with all of 
our imperfections, with all of our unholiness, with everything? Bring it out onto the table, sins that 
you've committed that you feel like can't be forgiven. Things that you're harboring, like the belief that 
God is not good or that he doesn't exist or whatever it might be. Bring it all out onto the table, and all of 
those things that God provides for an unholy people to live with him, they find their fulfillment in Jesus. 

Because later there was one who was coming. The rescue came, not to bring them out of slavery in 
Egypt, but to bring them out of the slavery that is the bondage of sin. Rescue comes, not in the form of 
just another law, but in the faithful Israelite who kept the law perfectly. Not in the form of just one more 
sacrifice, but in the lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. Not just in another 
tabernacle, but in Jesus Christ, who in John 1:14 says, 

 "Came among us. He dwelt. He tabernacled with us." 

Friends, what you see over and over and over again throughout the story of Redemption in Leviticus, 
yes, is pointing us to become holy as God is holy. But it's also pointing us to a faithful one who comes as 
God to become who we are so that we might become who he is. Right now, exactly where you are, that 
is true of you. It's a status that was achieved on the Cross. It was realized in and through the 
Resurrection, and now it's a glorious future that cannot be taken from you. 



The call now is just to go and learn how to live in light of that. I know its crazy hard and crazy scary. 
You've got all these things that are up against you and I know even tomorrow you've got a list of things 
to do. Maybe even carpool is just the most overwhelming thing you can think of. But would it be that for 
a few moments today we hear these words from I Peter 2. I'm going to finish out with these, and we 
dare to believe that this is true of us, maybe even despite how we feel. Because God is that gracious that 
by faith this is a status that is bestowed upon you and it will not change. 

I Peter 2:9-10, I'm just going to read this. If you need to close your eyes, feel free, but receive it. But you 
you right where you are with your faith that feels feeble, you are a chosen race. You are a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession that you may proclaim the excellences’ of him 
who called you out of darkness and into his marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people. Once you had not received mercy, but now 
you receive all the mercy you need and then some. So go out and think about how that can be extended 
to your neighbors, to a coworker, to a friend. We're freed up from the burden of the law to actually 
serve and love one another and love our neighbors and display that. That's why the law was given in the 
first place. You're free. 

Father, I thank you for the goodness that is the gospel according to Leviticus, and I thank you for your 
holiness. I pray that we would not rush past that but we would see that it took everything you had to 
give, including the death of your son, to make us holy. You would stop at nothing and you will not stop 
at anything until you bring all of your people all the way home. Maybe we rest in that. In Jesus' name. 
Amen. 
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