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Well, it is great to be with all of you on this Mother's Day, the day when we tell our moms how much we 
love them and care for them on social media platforms they don't even use. I'll tell you a little bit about 
my weekend. On Friday afternoon, we had a family gathering here at the church to remember my mom. 
It was over here at the Columbarium. If you've never seen it, it's just a beautiful place in our church. And 
we prayed through Scriptures and spent time telling stories. Mom passed away 18 years ago on Friday 
and it blows my mind just thinking that it's been that long since she went to be with Jesus. So Mother's 
Day, just the way the dates line up, is always a little complicated. I'm grateful that less than a year after  
mother Leslie as well. 

She has been an absolute gift to me and just a model for what Christ's likeness looks like. So I'm grateful 
and want to say that I do hope this is a great day for you. But, it can also be kind of messy whether for 
someone who has wanted to be a mom, but it hasn't happened. Maybe you have chosen not to be a 
mom. And this is one of those days when it seems like society is saying that you're missing out. Maybe 
there was an unexpected pregnancy or you gave a child up for adoption and there's just a whole range 
of emotions related to that. Or, you lost your mom or you're a parent who's recently lost a child. And 
just the thought of even showing up in this church today was overwhelming. So, I just want everyone to 
hear this especially on a day when we tend to make things a little bit too “hallmarky.” 

I'm so glad that you're here and despite what you think, this is not a church for perfect people or for 
perfect families. I grieve the ways that maybe, without even thinking about it, we feed that image. I 
mean the whole idea of the church is that Jesus came to invite people into this new family and that the 
one thing that binds us together is that all of us are messed up. We all need to be rescued. We need to 
be saved. We need to be given freedom. That's the one thing that binds us together and that's really 
what we've been working through as a church in recent months. If you've been around, we just wrapped 
up a series looking at the book of Exodus, the second book in the Old Testament. It's the story of God 
leading his people dramatically, powerfully leading his people out of slavery and into their freedom. But 
in a not so minor detail in that story, we need to remember that the Israelites, before any of that 
happened, they had been enslaved for 400 years. 

It's the only thing they've known generation after generation and so what the Israelites pretty quickly 
find out is on the other side of the Red Sea, on the other side of being given their freedom, is that they 
don't yet know how to be free. All they know is life in Egypt and life in bondage to someone or 
something else. In fact, pretty quickly they start complaining and grumbling when they run out of food 
or they can't really find a source of water and they'd go to Moses and they cry out. At least we had 
onions and garlic in Egypt, which I don't know what the big deal is about onions and garlic, but 
apparently they missed them. It's like as soon as God rescues them, as soon as they taste freedom, they 
start complaining and they want to go back to Egypt. It only took God 40 days to get his people out of 
Egypt. It took him 40 years to get Egypt out of his people. Right? See once they're freed from Egypt and 
freed from Pharaoh and freed from all of his army and his chariots, that's just the beginning. Now God's 



people have to learn how to be free, how to live in freedom. You see the difference? They've been freed 
but they don't yet know how to live in that freedom. That's why we see unfolding in the story of God's 
people, that as we make our way from the second book of the Bible, Exodus, into the third book of the 
Bible, that God has to teach them and show them a new way. That leads us to Leviticus. 

Now, odds are this is the first Mother's Day sermon you've ever heard on the book of Leviticus. It’s 
certainly the first one I've ever tried to preach and it's probably going to be the last one. Let's be honest, 
although I don't know why it took me so long because right in the middle of Leviticus is this great line for 
us today. Leviticus 19:3 says that each of you must respect your mother but it gets even better than 
that. If you like the old King James it says you shall fear every man, his mother. So there you go. Happy 
Mother's Day. Let's pray. 

Now, here's basically the backdrop to what God is saying to his people in the book of Leviticus. I rescued 
you out of slavery because I love you. I got you out of Egypt, but now, now I've got to get Egypt out of 
you. And so God is providing for his people. He's introducing them to a way of life, to new guidelines and 
laws that make up the book of Leviticus. If you're wondering where that word Leviticus comes from, it's 
a Latin word connected to the word for the tribe of Levi. Not because they love denim, but because the 
Levi’s were the priest’s and Leviticus has a lot of guidelines for what it looks like to be a priest. Which by 
the way, in this house, in our theology, we believe that every follower of Jesus is a priest. 

Not just the people in robes or the people up front or the ministers but we're all priests. We're all 
ministers. We have this access to the living God through Jesus. And so it's a picture of the guidelines for 
what it looks like to be a mediator, bringing God to all people. Leviticus has all kinds of guidelines and I 
know that even when I say that we're Leviticus, some of you, you're thinking about the laws that maybe 
you've looked at. You're already glazed over or you're checked out or you're thinking about where 
you're going to take mom for brunch or how quickly you can get to the Byron Nelson. Some of you have 
read through parts of Leviticus. Or you've started and you've read like three or four chapters in and 
you've discovered why it's the graveyard for Bible reading plans! 

I mean, why bother? Like reading this book that's thousands of years old and it seems so out of touch. 
It’s not politically correct and frankly parts of it are just weird, like creepy. But here's the thing, just 
because it's hard, just because it seems at times to be outdated and even barbaric, doesn't mean that I 
can just ignore it. It's actually kind of lazy. That's intellectually lazy, right? We don't do that with Aristotle 
who said plenty of head scratching things. No, we try to learn. In fact, what we find if we're willing to roll 
up our sleeves and do a little work and humble ourselves and be willing to learn is that Leviticus isn’t 
irrelevant at all. It's about loving your neighbor, which by the way comes from Leviticus, Chapter 19, 
“love thy neighbor as thyself.” It's about how to make amends with someone who's wronged you or 
hurt you deeply. 

It's about how to be a good steward of the things that God has entrusted you. How to care for the 
environment, how to pursue justice, to lift up the poor, treat the foreigner or the refugee in our midst. 
Sure. There's plenty of odd stuff like what you do with skin rashes and what clean and unclean animals 
are. Take for example, Leviticus 11 which is kind of a list of clean and unclean animals. I know a lot of 
you right now you're wondering like what does Leviticus has to say about cats. And the closest thing I 
can find is Leviticus 11:27 and all that walk on their paws are unclean to you. Oh great God. Okay, that 
clip, is somebody applauding that? That clearly indicates the cats are unclean. I'm still searching for a 
proof text that would exempt dogs from that text. 



Haven't found it yet, but I'm not giving up. So before we just right off Leviticus, as primitive or narrow 
minded, maybe there's something we can learn as we lean in together into a book that for thousands of 
years has been the source of hope and identity for God's people. Jewish children will often learn to read 
Leviticus in the Hebrew before they learn any other book of the Bible. A book of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
Because in this book, God is saying, "I came after you, I pursued you, I claimed your freedom and I love 
you. And now I want to show the whole world, through you, what it looks like to be in a relationship 
with me." For the next few minutes, what I want to do is try to take one example, one picture of this 
from the book of Leviticus. Let’s see if this might be more than just a handcuffing law as we're shown 
not only how to live together as a peaceful people of God, but how to put on display God's Love, God's 
justice, God's freedom for the whole world. 

And so if you want to turn to Leviticus Chapter 25 there's a Bible there in front of you, and I think it's on 
page 131 Leviticus 25. We'll be reading starting with verse 8, this is God speaking to his people through 
Moses. And here's what God says. He says, 

 “You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven years. So that the time of the seven weeks of 
years, so I'll give you forty nine years.”  

Everybody got that memorized? A little background. The number seven is everywhere in Leviticus. You 
just kind of read through and it's seven, seven, and seven. Why do you think that is? Do they just like the 
number seven? Which I'm learning with a five year old soccer and Tee-ball player, seven is the hot 
number. It’s like everybody wants little Ricky to be number seven. Why so many sevens in Leviticus? 

We'll, it takes us back to the story of Creation. God creating, God ordering the world and all of its beauty 
through the seven days of Creation. So whenever we see a seven it's like this glimpse of the world that 
God created as it intended to be. It's a picture almost of heaven coming down to earth of things being 
reordered in the way that they were originally intended and meant to be. You begin to understand that 
and you begin to see what God is doing in Leviticus. It's a redeeming, a reordering of the chaos that 
entered into the world and into our lives through sin. So, God says, I want you to count seven years 
times seven. So that verse 10 he says,  

“And you shall consecrate the 50th year and proclaim liberty and freedom throughout all the land and to 
all the inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you when each of you shall return to his property in each of 
you shall return to his clan, to his family, that 50th years shall be a jubilee for you. ”In it you shall neither 
sow nor reap what grows of itself, nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines for it is a jubilee and it 
shall be wholly to you.”  

Now, if you read on, these are the things that are supposed to happen in this jubilee year. First, all debts 
are forgiven. All debts are canceled, which think about the kind of people for whom that would be good 
news. Second, all prisoners are set free. And I know this makes some of us a little nervous, like it's one 
thing to talk about debts being forgiven, but prisoners set free. All these people who've done bad things 
and being given their freedom, that makes us uncomfortable. Well, not to belabor this, but if you 
actually read through the laws in Old Testament about the only thing it puts you in jail for it was debt. 

Everything else, they just killed you. That's another sermon. But we're told on the 50th Year, on the 50th 
year, all debts are canceled. All prisoners are set free, and then third, all land is given back to those who 
originally possessed it. So, if you fell on hard times, if something happened in your family and dad got 



injured and you had to sell your land to someone else in the 50th year, you would receive that land 
back. Again, who is that good news for? The poor. Jubilee was this new start for the poor. It was a 
chance for a new beginning, a new start, a new hope, the year of jubilee. Now if you're anything like me 
right about now, this sermon is making you a little nervous. Here we go, another preacher with some 
kind of radical, political agenda and just to put you at ease. That's not what I'm going for here. I mean, 
I'm Presbyterian. If I so much as attempted radical, I'd throw my back out. 

But we can't just ignore what we read, what we find in the Scripture, especially those things that we 
encounter over and over and over again. What we find in Leviticus and not just there, but through the 
rest of the Old Testament and on into the New Testament, is that this God who rescued his people out 
of slavery, who led them into freedom. This is a God who loves the poor, 2000 verses in the Scriptures 
about God's love and his call for us to love the poorest. He does more than just about any of the theme, 
which has been kind of convicting because I hardly preach about it more than anything else. God is 
passionate for the poor and the powerless and not because he loves them any more than those who are 
seen as rich in the world's eyes. But because when the poor and the vulnerable and the powerless are 
hurting God's compassion, it moves him toward them. 

Like any loving parent. Ali and I, we have three kids and we love them all equally but most of the time, 
but when one of them is sick or one of them gets hurt, my attention as a father, my compassion as a 
loving father, it tends to go toward that child in a unique way. And it's the same with God and the poor, 
a while back, our kids were playing in the backyard and Collier Jane who's one year. And she walks 
around like a cave man. She fell over and she knocked her head like on the side of the swing. And so she 
started to cry. Now I love all of my children, all of my kids the same but in that moment, my attention, 
and focus was drawn to Collier Jane more than my other children and I wanted to help. 

But the coolest part was that before I could even get to her, Wheeler and Annie, our five year old twins 
ran over to her. They sort of hugged her together and sandwiched her and they began to say to her, "it’s 
okay. Collier Jane. It's okay." And then they dropped her on the ground and went back to whatever else 
they were doing. Now as a dad, do you know how good it made me feel to watch that? Not the dropping 
part, but to see that as fast as I want to get there and comfort and have compassion for my daughter, 
that my other children, they had this same desire. It was just in them to want to love their sister. That's 
the best as a parent and that's jubilee. See this is God's heart for his people that we would be so wired 
around God. Given his identity in such a way that we would have the same compassion for our brothers 
and our sisters in this family that we have been grafted into through God. 

Jubilee is an announcement of God's compassion for the poor and the powerless. And it's our invitation 
to join in. I've been confronted by this, humbled by this lately. Last week, our staff here at the church, 
we had a retreat and we did this poverty simulation experience. Basically, for a half day we got a glimpse 
of what it was like, just a small glimpse to live in poverty. So we've broke a little groups and we each had 
our own family scenario. I was with a few people on our staff and we were part of a family with two 
children, a mom who was raising them on her own on a minimum wage job. She had no childcare, no 
benefits, barely paying rent, trying to find enough money for food and medicine and bus passes. 

Just in our little scenario, every time we had more month left than money, it just opened my eyes. I'm 
having to do some real soul searching about some of the assumptions that I have had about people that 
are poor. I've got a lot to learn about systemic poverty and generational poverty and how hard it is to 
live 24/7. It is relentless to raise children and to keep your family safe when you're barely making 
enough money to survive. Now maybe some of you were thinking that sounds like it's a sad thing, but it 



doesn't seem very relevant to where we live. Like walking up to this church, I don't see a lot of poverty. 
Well, that in itself may be part of the problem, right? It's kind of hard to be compassionate for that 
which we don't see. But drive seven minutes from here and there are schools where two thirds of the 
children are under resourced and qualify for free lunch. 

Dallas, this city that we love, this amazing city has the second highest child poverty rate of any major city 
in America. I was talking to some friends at City Square, this incredible nonprofit that fights poverty in 
Dallas and they were sharing with me about how there is a school, an elementary school in our city that 
they've been working with a MLK learning center in South Dallas. There are 100 kids enrolled in that 
school. Elementary aged, whose primary residence is listed as a homeless shelter. We should not be 
okay with that. It breaks the heart of our God and it should break our heart as well. 

Jubilee, it was good news for the poor and the powerless. It's about a new beginning, a new hope for all 
people, especially for the poor. It's God who delights to invite us into what he's doing to bring that 
redemption. God says, I want you to be part of it. I want this to be a part of the fabric of your way of life. 
I want the whole world to see me through the way that you're treating people who are often trashed 
and overlooked and forgotten in this world. I want them to see that with you, it is different. So God says 
you're to do this every 50 years. This celebration of good news for the poor and the powerless and the 
prisoner. You want to know how often they did it? Never. There was no record of the Israelites ever 
actually observing the jubilee. 

Why? Nobody knows. Maybe it was too hard. Years later, centuries later, there would be these voices of 
prophetic justice among the people. Prophets who would raise up and they'd say, "Why has this not 
happened?" They would call out for it and cry out for God to bring jubilee into their midst. So we read 
about the Prophet Isaiah who one day said this,” the spirit of the sovereign Lord is on me because the 
Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to brind up the broken 
hearted to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoner to proclaim the 
year of the Lord's favor.” What's that all about? The year of the Lord's favor. That's jubilee. Good news 
for the poor. Freedom for the captive, release for the prisoner. Isaiah saying, "One day there is going to 
be a savior, a messiah, and when he comes, we'll know that it's him because he's going to announce that 
the jubilee is now here." 

So we've gone from Leviticus to Isaiah and now all the way to the New Testament, the Chapter 4 of Luke 
on Mother's Day. Jesus is back in his hometown and he's going back to the synagogue and the 
synagogue's full probably because his mom told everybody to be there, But the place is packed and 
Jesus is about to launch his public ministry. So when in that synagogue, he stands up and he asks for the 
Scriptures which would have been a scroll. He opens up that scroll and he begins to read. What does he 
begin to read in this moment? Isaiah 61 and so he stands before his people and he says,  

"The spirit of the Lord is upon me for he has anointed me to bring good news to poor freedom for the 
prisoners to announce the year of the Lord's favor." 

We're told by the Gospel writer Luke, that the eyes of everyone in that synagogue were fastened on 
him. Of course, they were. He had just announced the jubilee. Whose job is that? It's the Messiah. Their 
eyes are fastened on him and he goes on and then he says this, Jesus says today, this Scripture, this 
promise, this truth has been fulfilled in your hearing. So just in case you didn't see it, Jesus says, jubilee 
is coming through me. We're told in that moment that the crowd in that synagogue was furious. They're 
like, "Who does he think he is? I mean, we saw him grow up. We saw Jesus in diapers. He's not the 



Messiah." And they end up, Luke tells us this, they end up crowd surfing him out of the synagogue to the 
edge of a cliff where they're going to throw them off the cliff. 

 I remember the first time I preached in my hometown, it was bad, but it wasn't like death squad bad. 
They wanted to kill him. Why? Because in that moment, Jesus is taking the history of his people whom 
God rescued and redeemed out of slavery and brought into freedom. It was so that they could invite 
every person on the planet, the poor and the powerless and the foreigner in their myths. All nations that 
they would know that God loves them. And what did the Israelites do? They sat on that promise and 
never lifted it out. Now Jesus comes to them and he says, what you could never do, God the father is 
now doing through me. Freedom for the oppressed, sight for the blind, good news for the poor and 
church. This good news has now come to us. 

Jubilee has come to us, and when Jesus invades our life, he will give us his heart for the poor, his passion 
for the voiceless and for the weak in our midst. Then here's the thing, the more we connect with the 
poor, the more we follow the God of the jubilee toward the poor, the more we connect with Jesus 
himself. I have a good friend, Fred, Nadvi who's just a beloved part of this church. Fred was telling me 
this story recently, how on one of his recent trips to Kenya where he's from and he leads a nonprofit 
there serving vulnerable children. One afternoon, Fred was in a hurry. He had just caught a bus and he 
was going through a pretty  dangerous part of downtown Nairobi. It was hot, it was dusty. There was the 
bottleneck traffic. If we think we know traffic, we don't know Nairobi traffic. It was a mess. 

Well, as Fred is riding down the street in this bus, just thinking about how quickly he needs to get to 
where he's going and how he's late and he sees as he looks out of the window of the bus, this lady on 
the side of the street. She's dragging herself along. She was obviously injured and then as he looked 
closer at her side, Fred saw a little girl who was holding onto the ladies clothes. They were basically rags 
being dragged along with her just on the side of this crowded street. For Fred, there was this moment of 
internal struggle. "I don't want to get off this bus. I don't want to help her. I'm hot, I'm exhausted. I'm in 
a hurry. I'm late to a meeting about helping vulnerable children." 

But in that moment, Fred, as he described this to me, he said he couldn't unsee what he had seen and 
he felt compelled by Jesus to get off that bus and to go to this woman. He got off the bus and he went to 
her and he spoke with her. He didn't just give her money. He wanted to hear her story. Her name was 
Joyce. She couldn't work because she was injured. She didn't have a wheelchair. Every day she would 
crawl along the side of this busy road begging with her little baby girl. Fred didn't have much to share 
with them and he certainly wished he could have rescued them, it was like this reminder that in the 
midst of all the discomfort, the distractions, even the noble things like running a nonprofit in Kenya, it's 
just about seeing the people God sees, loving them and loving the poor. 

When that happens, when you see those who are powerless, when you connect with them and embrace 
them and hear their story, you see their humanity and not just when you fix their problems. Although 
there are certainly times when we're called to stand up and to do something about what we see, but it's 
in the midst of those moments that we are connecting with Jesus himself. The one who said to us, "I was 
hungry. Did you feed me? I was sick. Did you care for me? I was naked. Did you clothe me? I was the 
woman on that street. Did you stop? Did you even notice?" 

 “For whatever you did for one of the least of these, my brothers and sisters, this is what Jesus says, for 
whatever you did you have done to me.” 



May that truth, may it become more true and more real for us, not out of guilt, not out of weight, but 
this freedom and this gift that we might come to know the God of the jubilee. So Lord Jesus, we pray 
that you would invite us to understand that more and more, we believe that you have something to say. 
And even as we approach what can feel like a strange book like Leviticus or something like the jubilee, 
and it just seems so radical or profound. Lord, I pray that you would draw us into the promise that you 
longed to make all things new and that more and more people would come to see your greatness, your 
glory, and the goodness of Jesus. And we pray that they might see it. They might actually see it through 
us as we walk with you. We pray this in Jesus' name and everybody said together. Amen. 
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