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I am so delighted to be here with Cyprian on this special day. I can't think of anywhere in the world I'd 
rather be than right here. You are a special blessing to me, to this church and to the Kingdom. So way to 
go buddy, you made it. You made it. Those folks down at that little creamery in Brenham will tell you 
their most popular flavor is homemade vanilla. First time I stood in that pulpit, Highland Park Pres, 
nearly 20 years ago, I looked out over the congregation. That's pretty much what Highland Park Pres 
looked like. A bowl of Blue Bell homemade vanilla. Except, wait a minute. Who? What? Who is that? 
Cyprian really stood out in this congregation. So I thought, "I've got to get to know who this guy is." So I 
sought him out, found out he was a Presbyterian pastor from Kenya and he had done such a wonderful 
job in Kenya. I was intimidated by this church until the day I rewired. Cyprian never was. And I was like, 
"Why is he not intimidated and I am?" 

Then I preached one Sunday in his church in Nairobi. I preached two of the three services and there was 
like 5,000 people each of the services I preached at. This is just a little country church compared to 
Cyprian's church. But he told me he was a Presbyterian pastor and he'd done such a good job they 
awarded him a scholarship, so he was here in Dallas studying. I came here with a church planting vision, 
but never an idea of planting an African church. No way. Dallas? No. So anyway, I met Cyprian and then 
Jeff Schultz, our Evangelism pastor came to me one day with a stat. He said, "Ron, do you know that 
there's over 50,000 Kenyans alone, not to mention other African countries in the Metroplex?" I said, 
"Whoa!" So I kind of chewed on that and I looked at Cyprian and I said, "Cyprian, pray about this. Would 
you be interested in planting an African church in the Metroplex?" 

And he prayed about it. He came back to me and said, "Ron, I think that's what God's calling me to do." 
So in 2001 which was the 75th anniversary of Highland Park, we had this campaign to launch an African 
church. You all gave $75,000 to do that and we nested them here. Then I found this book called The 
Next Christendom, which talks about how the center of Christianity has shifted from the West, back 
home to the global self in the East and that where the church in the West is declining, it's going 
gangbusters. In fact, if this is an average day, 10,000 people will come to Christ in Latin America today, 
10,000 more in Africa today, 10,000 more just in China alone. They are now looking at us as the mission 
field. And one night it was like God spoke to me and he said, "Ron, you all at Highland Park really need 
the Africans more than they need you." 

I went to Jeff, I went to Cyprian, said that to them. They said, "Ron, we've been thinking the same 
thing." So we called off the launch and we said, "Let's integrate. We is us." And that's where we are 
today, and Cyprian and your faithful ministry we thank you. And then a phone call comes out of the blue 
from a Chinese church-planting ministry. "Would you guys be interested in planting a Chinese church?" 
And Ben Wong's on the scene so rejoice when you walk through the halls of this church and you bump 
into hundreds of Africans and Chinese. God has globalized Highland Park Presbyterian Church and we're 
celebrating that. You are the catalyst that got that going Cyprian, so we are so thankful for you. 



Now to the word. Hermeneutics, that's a fancy seminary word to describe how you and I interpret 
Scripture. Everybody has a hermeneutic. Everybody has a way they approach the Bible. A common 
hermeneutic in the Western world today is a hermeneutic of skepticism. For 40 years of pastoral 
ministry I've tried to keep faithful to my ordination vow. So I approached the Scriptures as being nothing 
less than the inspired, infallible word of God. It’s our supreme guide for what we're to believe and how 
we are to live our lives. Now, everybody has a hermeneutic. What is yours? How do you look at the 
Bible? I'm preaching from Revelation today. You need to know that any healthy, faithful hermeneutic 
always takes the Bible literally, and every time I say that, some people freak out. We're not supposed to 
do that, are we? Yeah, you are. 

Listen, here's what I mean. To take something literally means you take a genre of literature according to 
the rubrics of that particular genre. From Genesis through Revelation, there are a variety of literary 
genre. Another way of saying it, in the Bible, when you encounter poetry, you interpret it as poetry. 
History as history, parable as parable, symbol as symbol. You don't confuse them. And when I preach 
from Revelation as I'm going to do today, I always use my Hardy Boys hermeneutic. When I was a little 
kid, I had the complete Hardy Boys series. Some of you are nodding your heads, others going... Google 
it. You'll find out it is. And of course they were always getting into trouble, getting into a jam and it looks 
like it's curtains for them. Of course when you're a little kid you don't realize that well they got to 
survive because there's 10 more volumes they got. But when you're a little kid, you're running off your 
cerebral cortex or cerebral stent or your reptilian cortex, and so you don't think about that. 

So I came up with a system. I would read the last chapter first and I could say, "Oh, they made it." So 
then I could relax through the rest of the book. If they got into a jam, I didn't know how they were going 
to get out of it, but I wasn't worried. I knew that somehow they would do that. That's one of the 
functions the book of Revelation plays for you and me. It's the last chapter in the Bible. Now some of 
you were saying, "Ron, I don't think Revelation makes us relax. It's real complicated. It's full of scary 
symbolism." Yeah. It's literary genre called apocalyptic literature. It has a lot of scary and complicated 
symbols and everything else. Don't be fooled. The message of Revelation is crystal clear and it's simpler 
than any other book of the Bible. Here it is. Remember this. God wins. God wins. 

Now keep that hermeneutic in mind as we look at a couple of verses from Revelation. Turn with me in 
your Bibles and keep them open to Revelation Chapter 14. We're looking this morning at verses 6 
through 7, one of the visions that the Apostle John gets on the Island of Patmos. Let's pray before we 
read.  

Holy Spirit, open our hearts and minds now to your word, that we might clearly understand it, that we 
might gratefully receive it and that we might faithfully apply it to our lives. For Jesus' sake. Amen.  

Now hear God's word addressed to you and me beginning to read at verse 6 of Revelation Chapter 14.  

“Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell 
on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, "Fear God 
and give him glory because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and the springs of water." 



Please pray with me again. And now Father as my words are true to your word, may they be taken to 
heart. But as my words should stray from your word, may they be quickly forgotten through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

Okay, the Book of Revelation is Jesus Christ's revelation to his church as to how they are to navigate this 
broken world between his resurrection and his sure and certain return. How the church and how faithful 
Christians are to make it through the end times until the final day of judgment, which by the way, are 
true things that are really going to happen. Which begs the question, do you and I live in the end times? 
Are these the last days? Definitely, they are. Now Christ could return this afternoon or maybe a million 
years from now. In fact, the Bible tells us we're never to even speculate about it, we're just to be ready 
and watchful. But we definitely are living in the end times when you understand that the last days began 
the moment Jesus burst forth bodily from the grave on that first Easter morning. 

So these verses before us today I believe, lay out for Highland Park Pres and for each of us what our 
mission and our message is to be literally from here to eternity. Now we find the Apostle John this 
morning, a prisoner on an Island called Patmos. He's been put there by the Roman Emperor for sedition. 
He's been preaching publicly that Jesus Christ is God in the flesh and the only Savior, not Caesar. And on 
that island, Jesus gives to John a series of visions and we're looking at just one small one this morning. 
This one is about an angel that's flying overhead. And we need to ask three questions of this vision. 
Here's the first one. Who or what is this angel? Now, the Greek word for angel in our text simply means 
“messenger.” And God throughout Scripture has a lot of different kinds of messengers. 

Sometimes they are angelic beings like we usually think of, and that's what's in this vision today. Other 
times they're human beings. Sometimes they're actually animals, as in Balaam's donkey, which gives 
great hope to every pastor. And sometimes it's even the inanimate creation. The heavens declare the 
glory of God. But here's this angel flying overhead. But if you know anything about the context you and I 
are living in today, between now and Christ's return, angelic beings as we usually think of them are not 
God's chief messenger, nor animals, nor is the creation. What is? With all of its warts, scandal, sin, et 
cetera, et cetera, and I know well about that as a pastor, it's the church, the body of Christ. The church 
of Jesus Christ is God's chief messenger to the world today. That means Highland Park Presbyterian 
Church is a part of the body of Christ. You're on an angelic mission. You are a part of God's chief 
messenger crop today. 

Second question. Okay. If we're the messenger, what's the message? Verse 6 is very clear. It tells us it’s 
the eternal gospel. The Greek word there for gospel simply, literally means good news. So what's the 
good news that Highland Park Presbyterian Church has to proclaim to the world? That life is all about 
you and me? That you really can have your best life now? Let me tell you, if you're having your best life 
now, that says something about where you're going to spend eternity. Is it about being comfortable, 
having a lot of conveniences, gathering a lot of toys? No. There's only one Gospel. There's only one 
gospel that saves, and here it is. That what you and I cannot do, and that's to extricate ourselves from 
the self-inflicted eternally self-destructing rebellion we've put ourselves into against our Creator that's 
sending us on a trajectory toward hell. That what we can't do in getting us out of that, an unbelievable, 
merciful, unconditionally loving, gracious God has done for you and me through the life, death, 
resurrection, ascension and sure return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Chiefly, in what Christ did on the cross where for you and me doing what we could not do for ourselves. 
He accomplished that once for all sufficient, perfect, infinite sacrifice that covers all of yours and my sin 
that erases all of our guilt. It swings wide the doors of eternal life where we can dwell with him forever 



in his eternal kingdom. That and that alone, my friends, is the gospel. In short, the gospel is Christ 
crucified for your sin and mine. This is the message above all other messages. There are a lot of other 
good messages that Highland Park Pres is to proclaim, but this, above everything else is to be your 
message in what you say and what you do. 

Third question. Okay, where is Highland Park Pres to proclaim this eternal gospel? And it's an eternal 
gospel, which means it can't expire and it never spoils. It's been there from before the foundation of the 
world and it's going to be there in eternity after all the dust settles. So where do you all take this? Well, 
let me tell you it's beyond the Park Cities. Highland Park Presbyterian Church will flourish best when she 
is living into Christ call for who she is to be. And that's to be the messenger of the eternal gospel to the 
entire world. Or, as the text puts it in verse 6 to every language, nation, tribe, and people group. No 
exceptions. Now, I'm going to go from preaching to meddling here. What might that mean for you and 
me? If we're faithful followers of Jesus, what might that mean for our current cultural situation? 

Right now we're hearing the charge racist, racist, racist, thrown everywhere. What might this text say to 
you and me about the place of even a smidgen of racism in the life of someone who says, "I'm a follower 
of Jesus Christ." It makes absolutely no room for that. Racism's object is sin. Cyprian, how many times 
did you and I talk about this? You and I are brothers, man, we're transparent with each other. I said, 
"Cyprian, I grew up in the South. I grew up as a racist. I'm a recovering racist." It's sin, I repent of it. And 
that's just the way it should be for any Christian. You can't faithfully follow Jesus Christ and look down 
on any other tribe, tongue, nation, or language group. No way. What might that say to you and me 
about antisemitism? That's on the rise around the world, even in our own country. 

Think about this. Can you be an anti-Semite and follow Jesus? Jesus is a Semite. "I'm very anti-Semitic." 
Guess what? The Book of Revelation will tell you what you are, anti-Christ. You're anti- Jesus. I'm going 
to get even more meddling. What about this whole immigration thing? I don't care if you're for the wall 
or against it. I'm for strong borders. I'm for a sovereign United States. The reality is we got people here 
illegally. You and I need to be like this angel. We need to fly at 35,000 feet and remember whoever's 
here could be, in God's strange providence, that he's brought some of them across our border, even 
maybe to Dallas, because you are the one God has chosen to be the messenger to share the eternal 
gospel of Jesus Christ? Maybe they'll stay here or maybe they'll go back, but either way they will be 
spending eternity with you. 

God redeems anything and everything for his glory. Think about that. I believe every church is called to 
be a global church. To pray for, to pay for, to send missionaries and be a globalized church. I believe 
Highland Park Pres is one of those unique churches that's called to be one of those globalized churches 
on steroids. You will be most faithful and flourish when you live in to the call to be a globalized church 
with a globalized gospel. When I was a pastor here, I studied the history of this church. As far as I can 
tell, Bill Elliott was the first pastor that really took this church up to that 35,000-foot level and made the 
church aware of being a global church. He served for years as the Chairman of the Board of World 
Missions of the Southern Presbyterian Church. But at that time they'd mainly just sent dollars to support 
missionaries. 

Then Clayton Bell came as the successor. Clayton was born on the mission field in China. He had 
missions flowing in his bloodstream, and he became a part of The Lausanne Movement founded by his 
brother-in-law Billy Graham and John Stott. I think Clayton was the first pastor that brought on the first 
Director of World Missions on this campus. Under his tenure, we began to send mission teams and really 
become a globalized church, not just in word, but also in deed. Now Bryan is here. He's got that same 



vision. You all are expanding that global vision even more and more. That's where you are going to 
flourish. And you've got Cyprian, Jay, Ben Wang. These guys ought to be a reminder to you that the 
mission field is no longer over there, it's here. 

We bemoan the decline of the Western church, for like I said earlier, the church is going gangbusters 
everywhere else in the world and they're starting to look at us as the mission field. One of the reasons 
we decided not to launch an African church but to integrate was I used to say to those guys “Highland 
Park, we need to be re-evangelized by the global church." Rejoice when you walk down the hall and 
there's hundreds of Africans and Chinese. God is doing that right here in our midst. And against Cyprian, 
you are his catalyst to get that going. So you're going to be most faithful. You're going to flourish best 
when your vision is not local or just local. It should be local too. It's not either or. But have this 
globalized gospel for a globalized world. That's the very spiritual DNA of Highland Park Presbyterian 
church. 

Now, verse 7 speaks to the urgency of how we're to navigate life between now and Christ's return. We 
are in the end times and verse 7 talks about a day of judgment, which is real. In fact, do you know when 
the day of judgment first occurs in people's lives? When they first hear the gospel. If you're faithful in 
proclaiming this eternal gospel to every tribe, tongue and nation, every time a person hears that gospel, 
it's like they go into a courtroom, they're on the witness stand, and they've got to give a testimony. "I 
embrace this gospel. I'm going to follow Jesus." "I reject it completely." Or, "I'm kind of just indifferent 
to it." 

Are you passionate about this gospel? Am I? Is it the reason we basically show up here on Sundays and 
other times? Are we willing to really sacrifice and invest in this gospel even when it hurts? That's a key 
question that you and I need to ask. But every time we hear the gospel we, in a sense, come to a 
judgment situation. And verse 7 also describes the person that's embraced by the gospel. And the angel 
says, that person then has a fear of God, and I'm not talking about some kind of pathological frightening 
fear. When the Bible uses the phrase “fear of the Lord,” it's talking about an awesome reverence and 
respect where you turn to God and realize he is the Creator of heaven and earth and the seas and the 
springs. He's not some localized tribal deity, not some idol. He is the one true living God. 

That ought to create an awesomeness, a reverence in your heart and mind. Then he goes on to say that 
the person that has been embraced by the gospel, then gives glory to God. Glory for what? Because that 
day of judgment has given way to Romans 8:1 which says, 

 “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  

And the response to that ought to be thankful worship. Worship literally means to ascribe ultimate 
worth to something. What is it that you and I ascribe ultimate supreme worth to. Anything other than 
Jesus Christ in the number one position in your life makes you someone who is really not yet been 
embraced by the gospel. I have a saying and some of you loved it and some of you didn't. You either are 
a missionary or you need one. You either are a missionary or you need one. Have you embraced the 
gospel? More personally, have you embraced the Savior? Or do you have Jesus kind of tacked onto the 
side? 

The bumper sticker, "God is my copilot." Don't believe it. If God is your copilot, move over. Jesus will not 
sit anywhere but the supreme seat. And my friends when we are embraced by the gospel and have that 



awesome reverence and respect for God, give him glory for the gospel of grace. Sola gratia. When we 
understand that our chief purpose is to glorify God and worshiping him and enjoy him forever, the apex 
of that is to come to this table. Christ the only Savior invites you and me to come with an awesome 
reverence and respect. Giving him glory for the fact that Romans 8:1 is true.  

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

To come to this table, and by so doing in a way that I can't rationally explain, you and I join hands and 
hearts with every Christian of every tribe, tongue, nation, and language across the world, and those who 
are part of the church triumphant. That is a privilege that he offers you and me today. And so come, 
come receive the Lord Jesus Christ anew, and remember, God wins. Join me as we pray.  

Lord, we don't take this privilege lightly to come today into your very real presence, uniquely through 
this sacrament of bread and wine. Lord, transform us as we take the elements and as you link our hearts 
to yours and to every other believer that's ever lived and is living now. Lord, we are yours. Embrace us 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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