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Good to see everyone here this morning especially those of you who are joining us for the very 
first time. We are in the middle of a teaching series looking at some of the Old Testament 
characters who had amazing encounters with a living God. These are real stories of real lives of 
imperfect people having a real perfect encounter with a perfect God. Tim Keller would tell us 
that there is a difference between having an encounter with a concept of God versus a reality 
of God. Let me explain that a little more. If God is a concept in our minds, that means you could 
make God any way you want in your life, whatever your belief system is, whatever your values 
are. You could put God in some kind of a category that you want God to be. This god, god of 
concept, cannot really impact your life, your plans, your goals, and your will for your life 
because, really, you're determining who God is. However, if God is real, this real, living God 
comes into your life, this God changes you forever. God will steer every ounce of your being. 
 
This morning, we're going to see a guy named Isaiah from the Book of Isaiah in the Old 
Testament having this real encounter with a living God. There are two questions we're asking 
this morning. First, who does Isaiah see? Second, what does he do because of what he saw? 
What does he see and what does he do? These two questions are important for us because, 
you see, the God that Prophet Isaiah encountered 700 years ago, is a God that we are 
worshiping right now. The song that we were singing this morning, we are giving all of our 
worth to this living God. You know that God is unchanging. God lives from eternity to eternity. 
The God that existed in 1594 when Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet is the living God today. 
He was the living God that existed when George Washington became the first President of the 
United States in 1789. He's the same God that existed in 1966 when Time Magazine said in its 
front cover, "Could God be dead? Is God still alive?" 
 
Friends, you know this. The turnover rate in world population is 100%, meaning that about 130 
years from now, billions of people that are alive right now, they're going to be vanished. 
They're going to be gone from this earth. There will be billions of new people about 130 years 
from now that maybe one or two with good genes who may still be alive, but you know what I 
mean. There's a turnover. There's a change. But our God is unchanging, immutable, lives 
forever. This God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and this is the God that Isaiah has 
an encounter with. Please turn in your Bibles to Isaiah Chapter 6. You can find it in the Bible in 
front of you in page 726. If you have a Bible app on your phone, please turn to Book of Isaiah 
Chapter 6, looking at the first eight verses. I'm going to be teaching verse by verse so I would 
like for you to leave your Bibles open this morning. This is God's active and living work for us 
this morning. 



Beginning in verse 1,"In the year King Uzziah died." Let me pause here for a moment and tell 
you why this is not a throwaway statement. Sometimes, when we hear history, we tend to 
block that out. If you know anything about the history of Jewish monarchy, you would know 
that when the nation of Israel had good kings like King David, the nation flourished. The people 
enjoyed peace and prosperity. However, if they had bad kings, man, life was horrible, 
absolutely terrible, because you never knew what kind of foreign nations would come and 
attack your land because you had bad kings. If you're a citizen of a kingdom of Israel with bad 
kings, most likely in your lifetime, you would have experienced some kind of revolution, 
assassination, idolatry, Paganism and violence. That was your life. The Bible tells us that King 
Uzziah was a good king. He reigned for 52 years. Think about that. It's a very long time. Brilliant 
mind, great military strategist and a great real estate developer. The Bible talks about how he 
was able to expand the land in his surroundings. 
 
Just like any powerful people out there, when sin of pride took over his life, he sinned really 
against God. Towards the end of his reign, God, out of judgment, gave him leprosy. For all the 
kids here, leprosy is a skin disease. Eventually, King Uzziah died. Just imagine all the people in 
his land. Here's a guy who reigned for over half a century. You were experiencing peace and 
prosperity. All of a sudden, God strikes him down. What are you thinking? What are you going 
through at this moment? You're terrified. You're scared. When Isaiah writes that this is the year 
that King Uzziah died, what he is saying is that this is a year of turmoil. This is a year of crisis in 
the nation of Israel. For some of you this morning, the year 2018 has been a year of turmoil or a 
year of crisis. It's possible that you have experienced some deep hurt or disruptions in your life. 
It's possible that you've been feeling stuck in your life and you've been self-critical of yourself 
and feeling depressed. 
 
Here's what I want to share with you this morning. When you see the God of our Scripture, 
when you go through turmoil and crisis in life, that's when the vision of God becomes clearer. 
You see God for who he is and what he has done for us when your life is disrupted. Isaiah 
continues in verse 1. He says this, "I saw the Lord sitting up on a throne, high and lifted up, and 
the train of his robe filled the temple." This image of God sitting on a throne is this idea of God 
having control over all things, over all the universe. The train we hear, the train of his robe, 
filled the temple. In ancient times, the train of robes symbolized power and elegance. The 
longer the train that you had of your robe, that means you had more power. You're more pretty 
and beautiful. I shouldn't say pretty for a king, but beautiful. 
 
I did some research on this topic. You remember when Meghan Markle got married this year in 
the royal wedding? Found out that her wedding dress had an eight-foot-long train. Prince 
Harry, when his mother, Princess Diana, got married, her train was 25 feet long. Can you 
imagine that, 25 feet long, which symbolizes, again, beauty, elegance, majesty? What Isaiah is 
trying to say is this. Imagine our God, right now, let's just say God is here with us right now, that 
you can see him high and above the ceiling, above the cross behind me, and the robe that's 
flowing down the center aisle and goes down the side aisle, goes all the way to the choir loft 
and zigzags every pew and goes up the balcony! This is the vision that Isaiah had, God's 
majesty, elegance, beauty and strength, filling the temple. That's who our God is. 



See what Isaiah sees next, verse 2, "Above him stood the seraphim’s, each had six wings. With 
two, he covered his face. With two, he covered his feet. With two, he flew." Now, we don't 
really know what these seraphim’s, these angelic beings looked like. Their names are only 
mentioned here once in Isaiah Chapter 6. For centuries, artists have tried to figure out and tried 
to draw angels as humans with wings and glowing lights, complete with halos, harps, and 
flowing with white gowns, but not here in Chapter six. The seraphim literally means “burning 
ones,” like they're on fire. You'll notice in the New Testament, any time an angel shows up to 
humans, do you know what they have to declare first before they see a human being? They 
have to say, "Fear not. Do not be afraid." Why? Because humans were so afraid of these 
glowing beings. Angels are not these chubby, you know, boys flying around with wings with a 
bow and arrow. That's not angels. Verse 4 tells us that when these angels, seraphim’s, spoke, 
man, the ground shook. The doorposts in the temple shook. The temple was filled with smoke. 
 
When I was in Cuba on a short-term mission trip in the late 90s with our church, we were 
paired up with a pastor from a local village. He told us a story of what he encountered one day. 
He took his team of people to a village where this village was filled with what I would call 
witchcraft, voodoo type of worship. It was called Santeria, worship of ancestors. These church 
members were going door to door sharing the love of Christ, evangelistic crusade. As they were 
going from door to door, they were recognizing that they were feeling some resistance and 
spiritual warfare. Soon thereafter, the pastor saw a group of people from the village with bats 
and stones coming towards them. They were saying, "Get out of my town." The pastor did not 
want to create a conflict, so they started leaving towards their car, but there was another mob 
that cut in front of their car. They were in between. 
 
Now, they're surrounded by these village people. They were angry because these Christians 
have arrived in their town. Afraid of not knowing what to do, they were surrounded. The pastor 
said, all of a sudden, these village people started looking up like this and the expression on their 
face was that of terror. The pastor looked up, but he didn't see anything. His church people 
looked up and they didn't see anything. A few seconds later, these people, these angry mob 
villagers, they all just ran and took off. He didn't think much about it. The pastor left. Two 
weeks later, he came back to see one of his church members. He ran into one of the leaders of 
the mob. This leader guy of the village came up to the pastor and said, "Pastor, let me tell you 
something. Who were those people that you brought with them?" The pastor said, "They're my 
church members." He said, "No, no, no. Who are those people above you, standing high with 
their arms crossed like this? We saw an army of people." 
 
The guy said, "If your God has anything to do with this, I want to know your God. I want to 
know your God of Jesus." I want to ask you something. Do you believe in angels? Have you seen 
an angel? Do you think an angel is mighty, amazing? To me, what's more amazing is that our 
God created these angelic beings. Angels are creatures of God. Even though they're great and 
mighty, even though they're powerful beings, you know what they did? These angels covered 
their eyes with their wings and covered their feet as well. It was a sign of humility because 
these angels, as powerful as they are, they could not be standing in front of our holy, majestic 



God. They were having to dance around. They were having to cover their face because they 
could not see the all of God and the fullness of who God is. This is our God. 
 
Verse 3 says these angels began to shout, not whisper, shout, these words. Verse 3, "And one 
called to another and said, 'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of his 
glory.'" The word “holy” carries us to the edge of English language when describing who our 
God is. There are no words to describe our God because God is holy. God is 100% pure. He is 
perfect. There are no other categories to put God in. God is God. God is holy. Let me play a 
quick game with you. I'm going to give you a list of names and things. You tell me what category 
that you think that these things belong to. You ready for this? We're 10:00 AM people. We're 
awake. We're ready to go. 
 
Here we go. Labrador, poodle, German shepherd. Ford, Cadillac, Lexus. All right. This one's a bit 
harder. Gucci, Louis Vuitton, Chanel. Purses, fashion, shoes, money suckers. All of the students 
and kids in the house, Minecraft, Fortnight, Mario Kart 8. Video games, time wasters. If we 
were to put God in a category, what category would you put him? Nothing. God is God. These 
angels, they were simply saying, "Holy, holy, holy." Hebrew scholars will tell you that when 
words are repeated in the Bible, it signifies significance. God is not just holy, not merely holy, 
holy, but holy, holy, holy. You will not see that God is love, love, love or God is mercy, mercy, 
mercy, but God is holy. God is beyond us. He's above us. He is the other. There is no one like 
God. He is unique. God is God. 
 
You would think that when Isaiah encounters this holy God, he would say something like, 
"Amen," or, "Praise the Lord," "Go angels," "Holy, holy." He does not do that. Watch what he 
does, verse 5, "And I said, 'Woe is me for I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in 
the midst of the people of unclean lips. For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.'" He 
says, "Woe is me." “Woe” is a pronouncement of judgment and curse. Woe is not a term of 
endearment. You remember in the New Testament Jesus would walk around. He would see the 
Pharisees and seven times, Jesus would say, "Woe to you, you Pharisees, you hypocrites." It 
was a curse to the Pharisees. This is not a good thing, but somehow Isaiah is saying, "Woe is 
me." What is he saying? I am ruined. I am lost. I am nobody. I am crushed in my life. 
 
I find it so interesting because if you study Isaiah, he comes from a very royal family and he 
used his lips, his mouth to communicate God's truth. I mean, he was the guy back in the 
seventh, eighth century. He was God's spokesperson, communicator, but he says, "My lips are 
unclean." These were his strengths he was living out of, his lips. What's going on here? Well, 
here's what's going on. My senior year in college, I was looking for jobs. That's what you should 
being doing if you're a college student senior year. This was a time when different companies 
would come to my school campus and I applied. I was a finance major and real estate finance 
major. Therefore, I wanted to go into either investment banking or to work with real estate 
companies. I applied to work with Goldman Sachs in New York City. The way they did it, turn in 
your resume. I got to be picked as what they call top 25. It made you feel good. I'm like, "Yes. 
I'm part of top 25." 



After the first round of interviews on campus, I was chosen for the second round to be in top 
10. I was being really good, feeling good about myself. After that round of interviews, the 
recruiter said, "For the next round, we will post the names in the hallways of your business 
school and we will take the five and take them for an onsite interview in New York City." Got up 
the next morning feeling good, and people were crowding the hallways. I'm looking at the piece 
of paper. I'm looking up and down and looking up and down. It wasn't that long. Did not see my 
name. I remember saying to myself, "They made a mistake. I'm Jay Lee and I don't see my 
name. There's something wrong here." That afternoon, I got the phone number to the HR 
department of Goldman Sachs in New York City and I wanted to talk to the HR manager. 
Someone actually answered my call and the person forwarded my call to a vice president of 
some division. 
 
I was talking to this gentleman and said, "You know what? I'm so-and-so and I went through 
your process. What happened? Why was I not chosen? I think you guys made a mistake." This 
guy is so gracious, so very gracious person. He said, "Well, Jay, there were many qualified 
people and you're not good enough." That's a dagger, right? You're not good enough. I felt so 
crushed because I worked four years of my life for this company. I aligned my summers to have 
certain kinds of summer internships. I had the right references. I had all the right standards to 
go into this company. He said “I'm not good enough.” This was my “woe is me” moment. When 
Prophet Isaiah says, "Woe is me. I'm ruined. I'm lost," what he's saying is this. “I'm not good 
enough when I'm standing in front of holy God, even though I'm giving my very best, even 
though I'm using my lips, which is my strength. When I stand in front of the holy God, I fall 
completely short.” 
 
You see, in the presence of God, all of our strengths, all of our good abilities, all the good works 
do not save us. We often times rely on our strengths to get by today. We rely on our own 
abilities, intellect, power, wisdom, social networks and abilities to talk to people. Isaiah said 
these are false things, false strengths that you cannot rely on because one day all those things 
will unglue you and you realize they're nothing. They're false idols. Let me ask you. What are 
some things that you're holding onto, that you're trusting more than God? Is it your business 
savviness, your family name, your background, your looks, your athletic ability? Isaiah would 
say no. Turn to God and repent. That's what he does. 
 
Let's read verses 6 and 7. "Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning 
coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. He touched my mouth and said, “Behold, this 
has touched your lips. Your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." Notice what happens 
next. Isaiah is sitting in darkness in the temple. The ground is shaking. The angels are shouting, 
"Holy, holy, holy." The smoke has completely filled the temple. He sees one of the angels flying 
above and towards him. He takes a coal from a leftover ceremony. It was a sacrificial ceremony. 
He touches Isaiah's lips, which was a sign of God's grace. What's being symbolized here is this. 
You know that in the Old Testament, whenever there was a burnt offering, a burnt sacrifice, 
something had to die in order to bring about atonement for your sin. Something, a goat or 
lamb, had to die in exchange. A life for a life! To tell you that something had to die for your sins. 
That's what is being portrayed at this moment. 



This coal touched his lips and he hears these words from the angel saying, "Your sins are 
forgiven. Your guilt has been removed." That's what I call a first level drama of Isaiah. But, 
there's something deeper happening here. A deeper second level drama. Here's what's 
happening. What we're seeing here is the foreshadowing of what's to come 700 years later with 
the coming of Jesus. Just as Isaiah sat there in darkness filled with smoke, Mark Chapter 15, 
verse 33, says that there was darkness that filled the skies in midafternoon when Jesus was on 
the cross. Just as Isaiah experienced a trembling of God and shaking of the temple, Matthew 27 
says that there was an earthquake and splitting of rocks and splitting of the curtain in the 
temple from top to bottom when Jesus was being crucified. 
 
Unlike Isaiah, when Jesus was agonizing on the cross saying, "My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?" In other words, "Woe is me. My earthly life is ruined." No angel came to rescue 
Jesus. Why? Because Jesus was and is sinless. Jesus became the perfect sacrifice for us. He is 
the one who removed all of our guilt so we can experience God's love, mercy and his grace. It's 
Jesus who took upon our judgment of our sin. It was Jesus who knew no sin became sin for us 
so that we can enter into the righteousness of God. The vision of Isaiah Chapter 6, is really the 
vision of Jesus. It is a fulfillment of Jesus being the holy one. He is holy. Jesus is holy, holy, holy. 
It is his train that is flowing over us, every aisle, covering us. We become part of God's majestic 
people. Our sins, our fears, our insecurities, our anxieties are all covered because of Jesus. 
 
When Isaiah experienced that, he said this in verse 8, "And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
'whom shall I send and who will go for us?' Then I said, 'Here I am. Send me.'" God is no longer 
a concept to Isaiah. God is a reality. God goes from a concept to reality for Isaiah. Isaiah says, 
"Here I am, Lord. Send me. Use me." This is my hope. This is our hope. This is the hope for our 
church. The elders have this hope for our church, that we will be the kinds of people who would 
encounter our holy God and say, "God, send me. Use us." This is a sending church and we want 
to see God's holiness and his majesty.  
 
Will you join me in prayer? Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we come to you now, asking that you 
would prepare us as we're about to enter into this sweet feast of Communion. We want to be 
the kinds of people longing and thirsting for your holiness. That's what we desire more than 
anything else. It's in Christ Jesus's name we pray. Amen. 
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