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Good morning. It's good to be with you. I especially appreciate Jay's announcement. It was a 
good reminder that my wedding anniversary of 12 years is on Friday. So, I have a little head 
start. It's hard. Everybody knows every year is hard to get there. But, we haven't lost the spark. 
That's why we are going on a family road trip. We will be spending our anniversary in a Holiday 
Inn Express in Trinidad, Colorado. Yeah, it'll be fun. We'll celebrate after. 
 
Well, as you can tell, I caught a little bit of a cold last week. I actually feel great but, bear with 
me a little bit in what you hear. There is a little irony catching a cold when it's been above 100 
degrees for the last month. Thankfully, I don't sound like earlier in the week. At the beginning 
of the week, I was a little afraid that I might call a flock of ducks into the Sanctuary and they 
would descend upon us. 
 
It's the time of year that you probably think of summer when you take a break or vacation to 
clear your mind. Actually, I want to argue that it's really a time of year that we think about 
some deep soul searching questions. We have one of those before us this morning in our text. 
There's a question that probably every single person in this room, if they're honest, has asked 
themselves this month. It's an important “why” question. Remind me again, why do I live in 
Texas? It's so hot. I know we've had a little bit of cold front the last couple of days. It's been 
down in the low 90s. Maybe you've had to get a light jacket for the night time so you don't get a 
chill.  
 
When the temperatures are hovering at a balmy 105, even the most ardent Texas-forever’s 
among us begin to waiver. Right? Maybe on that family trip to Colorado we start convincing 
ourselves, "I could support our family as a fly fishing guide/ski instructor. That would be a good 
life." Maybe, you found your spouse searching for jobs online for you in cooler climates. Maybe, 
that's just me. After a solid week of 105 temperatures, we start to wonder, did Dallas do 
something to anger God? Certainly would explain our sports teams wouldn't it? I know, it hurts. 
 
Well, this morning we're going to look at some soul-searching questions as we continue our 
“Close Encounter” series. There are some soul-searching questions in the Book of Job.  It is 
another one of these personal and powerful encounters that people in the Old Testament have 
with the living God. Job's story is one of those stories that for the past 3,000 year’s people have 
been wrestling with. It's one of the oldest pieces of writing in our Bible. It feels as if it could 
have been written today. Job's the quintessential example of the innocent sufferer. He's the 
case study in the question of “why do bad things happen to good people?”  I found that 



whether you have read the 42 Chapters of the Book of Job before or not. You know the jest of 
his story. 
  
The Book of Job is a lot more than a philosophical or theological debate. It's a book about 
trusting God through trials. It's about how to pray when you're not sure if God is listening. It’s 
about how to walk by faith when you're hanging by a thread. It's about coming to deeply know 
the one true living God. I want to acknowledge it's a heavy topic, and the last time I preached it 
was on the wrath of God. This time is on Job. I'm not saying that Bryan has a vendetta against 
me, but I'm just saying. Just kidding. 
 
I want to acknowledge on a really serious note, that there are people listening today for whom 
Job's story is going to feel really real. Job's story has been your story. You've walked in these 
shoes. Maybe you've endured a season of suffering or, maybe you are enduring it right now. To 
be honest, I really didn't want to have to say anything today because I was afraid. I found 
myself this week thinking about people that I know in our church and looking at this text, and 
crying and praying for you. I feel like this morning God wants you to know, I'll say a lot of other 
things, but God wants you to know that he loves you. Even if you don't feel like he's with you 
right now. In the words of Psalm 34, that "God is near to the broken hearted, and he saves the 
crushed in spirit." 
 
This morning we're going to look at three questions that come up from the Book of Job. We'll 
hit a few different sections and then we'll end in Job 42. Three questions are, how does Job 
suffer? How does God respond? Where is the hope in Job's story? First, what happens to Job 
and how does he suffer? The first few verses of the Book of Job help us to see who this man is. I 
want to read verses 1 through 5. 
 
"There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job and that man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. And there were born to him seven 
sons and three daughters. He possessed 7,000 sheep and 3,000 camels, and 5500 yoke of oxen, 
and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the 
people of the East. His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and 
they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when the days of 
the feasts had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in 
the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may 
be that my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus, Job did continually. 
 
We see a lot of things about Job the man here. We see that he is incredibly wealthy. You don't 
have to be a rancher or a farmer to understand that with the amount of animals he owned he 
must have had a lot of land. He also had a lot of servants to take care of it, to help cultivate it. 
We see that he has a large family. We see that Job has 10 children. Seven sons and three 
daughters. While to us, that may sound like a recipe for a mental breakdown but, in the ancient 
world a large family was especially desired. It was a way that you did all the work in a 
household in an agrarian society. I want you to notice also the numbers used here. That Job has 
three daughters, that he has seven sons, that he has 10 children total. Those are Lord numbers. 



Three. Seven. Ten. They are so symbolic in the Bible. They're symbolic of wholeness, 
completeness and blessing. It's kind of a neon flashing sign. Job had the perfect family and God 
had blessed him greatly. This text is making it known that Job is a man that loves and fears God. 
 
Then we find out what happens next. There are some scenes in the Bible that we would love to 
know the back story on, the context of, but we don't get that here. We know that God and 
Satan have an interaction and a conversation. We find this in verse 8 of Chapter 1. It said, The 
Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? That there is none like him on the 
earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil.” Then Satan 
answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason?" 
 
I want to highlight that thing that Satan says there, "Does Job fear God for no reason?" Satan's 
really saying something underneath that, right? The subtext is, "God, Job doesn't really love 
you. You know that right? Job loves what loving you gets him. Who can say that Job's really a 
righteous man when his life is perfect and he has everything he could possibly want in this 
world? What happens when you take away all the blessings and benefits? Is he still going to 
love you?" 
 
Well, God agrees to allow Satan to attack Job up to the point of sparing his life to prove that Job 
loves him and he won't turn away. So, in one continuous stream of catastrophes, Satan strikes 
down all of Job's possessions and all 10 of his children. I can't even begin to imagine the pain 
that Job and his wife felt on that day. Losing a child is one of the most horrific experiences that 
anybody can imagine. Here, Job and his wife have lost their whole family, and everything they 
have in the world, all in one afternoon. But, Job's troubles actually increase. Satan then attacks 
Job's health. He leaves him covered from head to toe with sores. The text says that he takes 
broken pieces of pottery. I think about his broken wedding china. Satan uses it to scratch the 
itching sores that are all over his body while he sits in the ashes of his former life. 
 
In light of everything else that happens to Job, it'd be really easy to just skip over this physical 
pain. It doesn't feel that it's nearly to the level of the other stuff. It's one of the easier parts of 
the ordeal, right? This past week I had a conversation with a man in our church and he was 
talking to me about chronic pain. I realized something as a normally healthy 35-year-old that I 
don't think about pain in my day to day life. When I read the Bible, maybe I don't even see it 
when it's in the text. The Bible is filled with stories of people who struggle with pain. I also read 
that as many as 1/3 of Americans struggle with some form of chronic pain every single day. 
Back pain, headaches, joint pain. 
 
For many people in our church, I know that physical pain is part of your daily struggle. That it's a 
struggle that can feel very lonely. People don't know what you're dealing with. You don't want 
to talk about it because it feels like such a pain. Physical pain becomes spiritual pain when you 
endure it day after day. You   start to wonder if God cares about my pain. God, why don't you 
heal my pain? So, just as you need treatment for your body and for the pain that you feel, I 
think you also need treatment for your soul. The man said, "I found the Psalms to be good 
medicine for me as I dealt with my pain. They showed me what it was to take my cares to God 



and to give them to him. But, they also showed me how I could look beyond my present 
circumstances to find joy in God." I think we see this some more in Job's story. 
 
Well, as if the loss of his possessions, his children and his health aren't bad enough, even Job's 
wife turns on him. She wasn't really feeling that “for better or worse” thing that day. She said, 
"Job why don't you curse God and die." Well, then his friends show up to comfort him. They 
spend seven days with him where no one says a word to him. They're just there. They're a 
model of how you be a good friend to somebody as they deal with grief. But that doesn't last. 
There's a reason that Job's friends are kind of known as infamously as the kind of friends you 
don't really want around.  
 
As Job begins to cry out to God in his grief and say “I wish I was never born!” His friends think, 
"Wait a minute Job. You're not supposed to say that. Like we know it's been a rough little 
month, but you don't say that to God. Actually Job, if we're really talking about this, we think, 
we're going to propose, the fact that you've suffered too much. The only really logical 
explanation is that you must have committed some really great sins. Maybe you should deal 
with that." Not really good friends in the moment. Not really good theologians or pastors 
either. Job brings new definition to what rock bottom is.  
 
How does Job respond to this unimaginable suffering? Job first responds by worshiping God. 
We read at the end of Chapter 1, "Then Job arose and he tore his robe and he shaved his head 
and he fell on the ground and worshiped. And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” In all this Job did not sin, or charge God with wrong. Job worships in the moment of his 
tragedy. Yes, he grieves, but through his grief he praises God. And it's not a plastered-on smile, 
I'm supposed to be full of joy, dutiful kind of praise. No, this is the kind of blood shot eyes 
because you haven't slept in days, body's aching because you have been crying nonstop, 
cracking voice where you can just scratch out the words still, I will bless the name of the Lord. It 
takes every ounce of faith in these moments to cling to God and to hope in his goodness. And 
so, while we see anger and pain in Job's speeches throughout the rest of the book, Job 
continues to hold on that God is good even in the midst of his circumstances. 
 
The second thing that we see in how Job suffers, is that very thing that he cries out honestly to 
God. That there was a time right after the reformation where pastors and theologians said, 
“Maybe the Book of Job shouldn't be in the Bible. The fact that he questions God and the way 
that he does, maybe that shouldn't be in there for people to say that this is Scripture.” What I 
love about the Book of Job is that it doesn't sanitize the experience of wondering where God is 
in our suffering. It's not just Job. You know the Psalms really have this, too. They show that our 
prayers are not meant to be a rehearsed speech to God saying what we think we're supposed 
to say. They are supposed to be the raw and real sharing of the burdens of our heart. 
 
So, in all of this, Job dares God to show up and explain himself. Job says “I'm subpoenaing you 
God, to the witness stand and I'm going hold you to accountable!” Much to everyone's surprise, 
God actually shows up. So, in Job 38-41, God comes and speaks to Job out of the whirlwind. It 



was a tornado like storm that actually took the lives of Job's children so you can imagine the 
chilling terror that he feels as he sees this. He must have thought that this is going to be the end 
of him too. 
 
But, instead of being the end of Job and instead of answering Job's questions, God comes with 
his own questions for Job. God asks 70 unanswerable questions to Job. Questions like this in Job 
38. He says, "Job, where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me if you have 
understanding. Who determined its measurements? Surely, you know why it's this big or that 
big? Job, surely you remember the first sunset in creation, right? You probably remember 
where each of the clouds are supposed to go in the sky. You probably know the feeling of 
calling down rain from the heavens, don't you Job?"  
 
Midway through this tour of the natural world that God had created and sustained, Job has a 
moment to respond. He says, "God, I'm sorry. I spoke of what I didn't understand. I'm going to 
keep my mouth shut now." God says, "You asked for a response. I'm going to give you a 
response. There's more to come." God draws Job's attention to two creatures. What he calls 
the Behemoth and Leviathan. These are two creatures in the ancient world that were always 
thought of as these ancient forces of evil. Scholars have said that the Behemoth is probably 
similar to what we might consider a hippopotamus. The Leviathan would be similar to a 
crocodile. It's as if God says, "Job, can you control a Behemoth? Does he obey your words? 
Does he come at a beck and call? Job, could you have a Leviathan as a pet? Could you brush his 
teeth? Could you ask him if you could snuggle up real close to him and he would do it?"  
 
Now, as I thought about this I know we have had animals come into the Sanctuary as a way of 
making these Bible stories real. I thought, it's the summer time, things are a little looser. Maybe 
I can find a hippo or a crocodile to come. We could have them come down and maybe have a 
petting zoo afterwards. I'm more of a “ask forgiveness” than a “get permission” type of person. 
I'm sure it'll be fine. But, I think even if I had the best trainers in the world, you'd all be up in the 
balcony right now. You'd all think, “What’s going to happen? I don't trust that they're under 
control. Because these are creatures that we can't control.” 
 
In all of this God is saying to Job that if you can't understand the most basic parts of running the 
physical world you're not going to be able to understand my reasons for what happens in the 
moral world. Amazingly, God's speech to Job doesn't give any explanation to his suffering. 
There's no back story on the conversation with Satan. There's no big picture sketch, "Hey, Job 
this is what I'm doing. I'm going to use your story in the Bible. For thousands of years it will 
bring comfort to help sustain those who are going through the hardest times of life." No. 
There's none of that. God says in contrast to Job's friends, he says, "Job suffering's absence is 
not due to anyone's goodness. And suffering's presence is not due to your sinfulness. It's not a 
lack of suffering that's a sign of God's love. Experiencing suffering is not a sign of his judgment. 
If anything, it's the exact opposite."  
 
God is saying “I'm in control of all things. I'm wise and I'm loving in all that I do.” If only we 
could see everything that God sees and know everything that God knows. We would be 



completely onboard with how God is running the universe, right? We might expect this to be a 
frustrating response for Job. Maybe it's a frustrating response for you to hear today. Why God, 
what good can come from my pain? From the pain in my family? What good can come from 
ALS, or infertility, or losing a job, or any other tragedy or difficulty that occurs in our life?  
 
This morning I want to say it's not bad to ask the question “why” to God. That's actually one of 
the things that I think changed in me when I read this is. I think that's part of the process of God 
working these truths into our heart. Are we coming to him with those questions that feel like 
we're not supposed to ask? He us wants to. 
 
There are stories in the Bible like Joseph's in Genesis 38-50. At the end of Joseph's story, he has 
this moment where it all wraps neatly in bow. He says, "God I see why my suffering happened. I 
understand it now." For every Joseph, there are going to many, many more Jobs in this world. I 
think part of what we can take from God's response is that as much as we think that 
information or explanation is going to have the power to heal us and it's going to take away the 
pain. God is saying it's really not. There is something much more important than knowing why 
God does what he does. And that's coming to know God himself more.  
 
Two weeks ago, I was talking to a church member about preaching on Job. You can imagine 
that's a real conversation starter, right? A little bit of a killer. She said to me, "You know what I 
want to know? I want to know where the hope is in the Book of Job." I thought, "That's a great 
question." 
 
We'll kind of close with this and as we do we're going to read from Job 42:1-10. This is Job's 
response to God. "And then Job answered the Lord and said, 'I know that you can do all things. 
And that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. Who is this who hides counsel without 
knowledge? Therefore, I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful to me 
which I did not know. Hear and I will speak. I will question you and you make it known to me. I 
had heard of you by the hearing of the ear. But now my eye sees you. Therefore, I despise 
myself and I repent in dust and ashes.' After the Lord had spoken these words to Job the Lord 
said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you 
have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. Now, therefore, take seven bulls 
and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves. My 
servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his pray not to deal with you according to your 
folly. For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” 
 
"So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuite, and Zophar the Naamith went and did what the 
Lord had told them, and the Lord accepted Job's prayer. And the Lord restored the fortunes of 
Job when he prayed for his friends. And the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before." 
 
Job says “I had heard of you God by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes see you.” This isn't 
referring to the fact Job had God appear before him in a whirlwind. It's not that he actually sees 
God. Now what does Job mean? Job means that I knew of you God in the past, but through this 
suffering and struggle to hold onto my faith and follow you. Job has come to know God in a far 



deeper way. What happens to the person who truly sees God? What happens when you have 
one of these encounters like this? What does it do to your heart? It rocks you to your core. It 
brings you to your knees. It reminds us of how small we are and how fragile life is. It reminds us 
of who God is and what he's really like. Even as the world around you feels like it is crumbling, it 
restores your soul and makes you whole. 
 
I had a little story passed on to me recently. It was a comment that a younger person made to 
an older mentor in our church. They said, "I don't really want to pray for strength because I'm 
afraid of what God will have me go through to get it." A lot of wisdom there, right? Wisdom 
beyond their years. How would you respond if a friend said that to you? What would you say if 
that was your child speaking to you? There's a lot there isn't there? There's a recognition of 
how God works in our lives. That growth comes through trials and pain. That growth takes time 
and effort. There's also something missing. 
 
The first thing that I would want to say to this person, is you know what? That's really honest. I 
think that sometimes for myself I'm too scared or I'm too embarrassed to say it out loud. I keep 
looking for a short cut or an easier way to experience God that doesn't require going through 
challenges or sufferings.  I'm often willing to settle for the pre-packaged versions of faith, 
instead of struggling for the real thing that comes by clinging to Jesus through storms. Yet, I 
know that the times I've most been drawn to the Lord, that he's been closet to me in my life, 
have been the times of struggle and suffering. Times that in a way I would never want to go 
back to. And yet, times that I know that God has really produced fruit and character in my life. 
When we can't see the path ahead is when we really have to learn to walk by faith. Like Job, as 
the benefits of following God get stripped away from us, we come to see God as he really is. We 
see that we need God himself. The hope in Job's story is that through these times we will truly 
see God. Maybe most the time we would choose the easier way. God loves us enough to not 
keep all suffering away from us. 
 
At the end of Job's story, we get this resolution to Job's life. That Job is blessed again. He is 
restored to his friends, to his wife, he has more children and, his wealth exceeds even what he 
had before. He lives a long and full life of 140 years. That's double 70 times 10. Again, flashing 
sign of God's blessings on him.  I was a little bothered in the past about this nice and tidy 
resolution to the story of Job. But I think the redemption of Job's suffering is recorded to show 
us something really important. I think it's there because God has made all suffering that we 
endure temporary. It's a reminder that suffering will not and cannot go on forever. It's also a 
reminder that we find that God does not merely sympathize with the Jobs of the world. Jesus 
came and he endured suffering like Job and yes, even greater than Job. He died for us and was 
resurrected so that evil and suffering do not get the last words in our lives, or in this world. 
Because of this we can have hope. We can say with Job as he does in Job 19, "For I know that 
my redeemer lives. And at the last he will stand upon the earth, and in my flesh, I shall see 
God." 
 
Would you pray with me? God, that's our prayer. That for those who are crying out to you this 
morning, these days of life Lord, they would know your nearness and your love. Lord, for all of 



us that we would look and cling to your son Jesus who has walked this way. Who endured more 
than Job, but did it so that we might know your goodness to us. So we pray this all in Jesus' 
name. Amen. 
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