
 
 

The God Who Disturbs and Delivers 

Preached by Charlie Dunn 

July 1, 2018 
 
Well, apparently, there was a time when the Former President George W. Bush was making his 
way along a crowded street. He saw a man with a long, white beard with somewhat tattered 
robes leaning on a tall staff. Naturally, President Bush approached this man and he said to him, 
"Excuse me, sir, are you Moses?" The man didn't reply. Once again, he asked him. He said, 
"Excuse me, are you Moses?" Still no answer. A bit exasperated, he tapped him on the 
shoulder. He said, "I asked you, are you Moses?" The man whispered, "Yes." He said, "Why 
didn't you answer me?" Moses said, "Well, the last time I spoke to a bush I ended up in the 
wilderness for 40 years." 
 
 It's a bit of a bad joke. You've probably gotten that on an email chain somewhere 
before. I share it this morning because we're in this series called “Close Encounters” where 
we're looking at stories like Moses at the Burning Bush. These are stories in which men and 
women have these dramatic, physical encounters with the Living God. I've always loved these 
stories. I've been drawn to them in many ways like I love a great summer vacation. Why is it 
that we love to stand amidst the majesty of the Rocky Mountains? Or, to look out on the 
vastness of the Atlantic Ocean? We want to experience something. We want to be in the 
presence of something that stirs us, that moves us that changes us even by virtue of being in its 
very presence. 
 
 I think the same is true in our relationship with God. At some point, you and I, we want 
to move beyond simply knowing true things about God. If this God really is the most glorious, 
most beautiful, most powerful being in the entire universe, at some point we want to move 
beyond simply knowing things about God. We want to actually encounter, to experiencing this 
God for ourselves. You see these stories of close encounters, we find not only does God reveal 
something of his character, the depths of his glory, they actually are something of a road map. 
A guide for how we can have that close encounter as well. 
 
 This morning we're turning our attention to one of the most famous close encounter 
stories namely, Moses at the Burning Bush. As we look at the story we're going to see it’s not 
only this invitation to have a close encounter with the Living God. We're also going to see God 
reveal himself as the God who both disturbs and the God who delivers. If you have a Bible, turn 
with me to the Book of Exodus 3:1-14. If you want to use the pew Bible in front of you, you can 
find it on page 59. This, I believe, is God's living, active word for us today. 
 
 "Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and 
he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 



And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He 
looked and behold; the bush was burning yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, 'I will turn 
aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.' When the Lord saw that he turned 
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 'Moses! Moses!' And he said, 'Here I am.' Then 
He said, 'Do not come near. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.'" 
 
 "And he said, 'I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.' And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.' Then the Lord said, 
'I have surely seen the affliction of my people, who are in Egypt, and I have heard their cry 
because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings and I have come down to deliver them out 
of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold! The cry of the people of Israel has 
come to me and I also have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, 
I will send you to Pharaoh, that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.'" 
 
 But Moses said to God, 'Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of 
Israel out of Egypt?' He said, 'But I will be with you and this shall be the sign for you, that I have 
sent you. When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain.' Then Moses said to God, 'If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, "The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you" and they ask of me, "What is his name?" What shall I say to 
them?' God said to Moses, 'I am who I am." And he said, 'Say this to the people of Israel. "I AM 
has sent me to you."'" This is the word of the Lord. 
 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 Here, even as we have this invitation to seek a close encounter with God, we see 
revealed to us this God who both disturbs and a God who delivers. We'll look at each of these in 
turn. First, the God who disturbs. Notice in verse 1 what Moses is doing at the beginning of the 
story? He's doing what he's been doing every single day, every year for 40 straight years. He's 
shepherding. He's taking care of the sheep of his father-in-law, Jethro. That was his job. Clearly 
Moses was not a millennial. 40 years in the same job. He's just been doing it again and again 
every single day. Moses didn't wake up that morning and say to himself, "I think I'm going to 
search for God today. I'd love to have a close encounter with the Living God." 
 Some of you do that. You wake up every morning and you come to God's word and 
you're praying and you're asking God, "How can I have a fresh encounter with you?" That's 
amazing. You see, Moses wasn't doing that. Moses wasn't searching for an encounter with God, 
and often you and I might not be, either. Why? Because we're busy. We've got jobs. We have 
responsibilities. You've got different obligations to your family members. Maybe you feel as 
though your schedule, your agenda, just simply won't allow for it. We find ourselves consumed 
with all of the things that we might be doing. We might not seek out that encounter with the 
Living God. We might be so focused on real life that we miss an encounter with the real God. 



 Moses was simply going about his ordinary, everyday life when all of a sudden, he sees 
something that disturbs him, something that gets his attention. It’s something that doesn't fit 
his categories or align with his expectations for how life would ordinarily go. Namely, he sees a 
burning bush. A bush that's on fire is not, in itself, that remarkable. Bushes catch fire all the 
time. I'm sure if any of you have ever been on a Boy Scout camp out, something is on fire by the 
end of that weekend. Typically, bushes that are on fire, they burn out. If you've ever put logs on 
a fire before, you know that they burn for a while, but eventually they become ashes and you 
have to replace them or your fuel has been consumed. 
 
 What was remarkable about this bush is that it was on fire yet it did not burn out. It was 
not consumed. Moses looks at that and he says, "Now that's strange. That's odd." It doesn't fit 
in his categories. It doesn't have a place in his paradigm for how he views the world. It doesn't 
align with his expectations for how life would go. It's a burning bush that gets his attention. 
Often God will bring burning bushes like that into our lives as well. Something that doesn't fit 
our expectations, that maybe seems inexplicable, that doesn't fit into our paradigm for the way 
in which we normally see the world. A burning bush can come in a variety of different forms. 
Maybe it could be an inexplicable sort of person. 
 
 About a week ago, I got to go serve with 65 of our high school students in a little town 
called Mandeville, Jamaica. Probably the burning bush for most of our students on that trip was 
a place called the Manchester Infirmary. I referenced it in my email this past week. The 
Manchester Infirmary essentially the place where you go if you have nowhere else to go. Where 
you go if you have no resources, no 401K, no family members who could take you into their 
home, nobody to care for you or come visit you. That's where you go to live out the remaining 
days of your life on a little twin-sized cot with your name written above it in crayon. Our 
students would go to this Manchester Infirmary. They would visit the men and women there. 
 
 To be honest, it's a pretty dark place. It's pretty hard to see the circumstances in which 
many of these people are living. Yet, our students met men and women who knew Jesus. They 
would come back from this experience and their minds were blown because they would say, 
"Here were these men and women who seemingly, in the eyes of the world, they had nothing." 
They're coming from Highland Park, coming from North Dallas, they would say, "Here are these 
people who in the eyes of the world, they have no reason to have any joy or happiness."  
Nevertheless, they met people who knew Jesus and they had this genuine joy. They had a deep 
and abiding faith. They said, "That doesn't make sense. It doesn't fit with my categories. Here 
are people who seem to have come to know God in a way where they find him to be their 
truest and their deepest wealth. They have encountered God in a very genuine way." It was an 
eye-opening perspective. 
 
 Maybe it's an inexplicable person. It could be an inexplicable emptiness, perhaps even 
one that comes on the other side of success. Maybe some of you have experienced that before 
where you think to yourself, "If I could just get into this college, or perhaps if I could just be in 
this relationship. Maybe, if I could just get that job or that promotion, or if I could just leave the 
job that I'm in and find a new job. Maybe, if I could just buy that car or that lake house or, if I 



just had that thing, then my life would be better. Then I would be content." Perhaps you get it 
and you have that success, and yet you find that perhaps it's not as fulfilling as you had longed 
or hoped for it to be. 
 
 I remember that story that Skip Hollandsworth did in the "Texas Monthly" a number of 
years ago with Troy Aikman. I don't know if any of you ever read that article, but it left such an 
impression upon me. Here is Troy Aikman and he's just won his first Super Bowl. He's just won 
Super Bowl MVP in the 1993 Superbowl and he said he went back to the hotel room and he felt 
like he did when he got his driver's license when he was 16. He thought, "If I could just get my 
driver's license then everything would be right in the world. I'd have this amazing freedom." He 
said he felt that same way now that he'd reached the very top of his sport. The only thing he 
could think to ask was, "Now what? Now what?" 
 
 There was this inexplicable sense of emptiness. Maybe for some of us it's an inexplicable 
form of suffering. Perhaps you have some financial hardship. Maybe it's a sickness. Maybe it's a 
form of loss or a broken relationship. Perhaps it's cancer. Something comes into your life that 
you would never have asked for, wanted or desired. It certainly doesn't fit your expectations for 
how your life would go. When that happens, when there's a disturbance like that in our life in 
any of those kinds, what do we do? We try to get life back to normal. We try to get back to 
equilibrium. If we have a disturbing thought or perspective, maybe we just kind of ignore it or 
block it out. We try to busy ourselves, go back to life as usual.  
 
 Perhaps if there's an inexplicable emptiness, maybe we just move on to seeking the next 
thing to fill us. If there's an inexplicable suffering, we put all of our effort into trying to get 
better to overcome that illness and to get life back to normal. Friends, would you consider with 
me this morning that maybe it's actually in those disturbances that perhaps God is giving you an 
invitation? Maybe they're a burning bush. Maybe they're a way that God is trying to get your 
attention. He's trying to invite you to bring you into a deeper encounter with him. Moses, he 
had to choose to turn aside. God brings the burning bush. It gets his attention and then it says 
Moses chose to turn aside. Literally, that word means Moses went a new direction. He started 
to go down a new path. He started to pursue a new course and yet imagine with me if Moses 
had never turned aside. 
 
 Imagine if Moses had simply said, "You know, I've got to be back home for dinner by 
8:00," or "My father-in-law, he didn't pay me to just go about searching for burning bushes in 
the wilderness. I've got these sheep. I've got to take care of them." Imagine if Moses had not 
turned aside. You and I, we never would have even heard of Moses. Moses would have never 
had this life-transforming encounter with the Living God. He never would have experienced 
God in all of the ways that he did throughout the rest of his life. He only had that because he 
chose to turn aside. Friends, the same is true for you and me. Maybe you're here this morning 
precisely because you've had a burning bush in your life. 
 
 God has awakened you. He has disturbed you in some way. He's gotten your attention 
and so you've come here today because you're searching to see if this God really is worth 



knowing and encountering. How are you going to find him? It's only if you choose to turn aside 
that time to read, pray, to really think and to have spiritual conversations. Maybe it's to be a 
part of the Alpha course that we offer here at a place where you can come and express 
questions and doubts. Only if you choose to turn aside will you ever have that encounter with 
God. The same is true if you're here today and you are a Christian. 
 
 You've encountered God before. If you want to encounter more of God, the same 
principle applies. The same way that you find God is the way that you're going to find more of 
God. You've got to turn aside amidst the busyness of your life. Do you take that time to get 
alone with God, to read Scripture, pray, read Christian books, to have spiritual conversations? 
The only way you'll encounter him is if you're willing to turn aside. That's what Moses does. He 
sees the burning bush, it disturbs him, it gets his attention, he turns aside, he begins to draw 
near, and yet notice this. Don't miss this. It's precisely as Moses begins to draw near that he 
actually experiences God in a way that is far more disturbing still. 
 
 It's disturbing because what he finds is that this God is a God of fire. Have you ever 
thought about it? Why is it that all throughout the Bible, of all the images of all of the things 
that God could have used to reveal himself, why does he often choose the image of fire? You 
know, when he leads the people of Israel by night, it's as a pillar of fire. When he comes down 
at Mount Sinai, it's in flames of fire. Hebrews 12 says, "Our God is a consuming fire." Why 
would God choose the image of fire? Well, because it tells us at least two things about who this 
God is, both of which might initially be somewhat disturbing.  
 
 The first thing that fire tells us is that this God is not a God we can control. He's not a 
God that we can shape, but rather he's a God who shapes us. Water is different. If you were a 
God of water, you put your hand in water and you can shape it. You can move it. You can 
disperse it. You can touch water. But if you put your hand in fire, what's going to happen? It's 
going to be burned. It's going to be melted. There's something that's unyielding about the 
nature of fire. Sometimes you and I, we don't like that about God. We say, "Gosh, I'd rather 
have a God who fits my needs, who fits my preferences, my desires." We'd rather have a God 
who essentially just puts a rubber stamp over our life however we might be living it. 
 
 One of the ways to know that you've actually had an encounter with God is not often 
having warm, fuzzy feelings inside, but it's often that God will confront you. He'll challenge you. 
He'll convict you. Maybe when you have that encounter, he puts his finger on some place in 
your life. Maybe there's a place of bitterness, of anger, of resentment toward another person 
that needs to be forgiven. Perhaps he'll show us how our family, how our work has begun to 
take on God-like proportions. Maybe he'll reveal to us where we've been greedy or envious. 
He'll show us ways that we need to be more sacrificial, generous, with our money and our time. 
Maybe he'll call you into some new form of ministry. Maybe he'll challenge you to stand up for 
somebody who's in need. Maybe he'll invite you to do something that's bold and risky and even 
somewhat dangerous. Yet, one of the ways that we know we've really encountered God is that 
he'll do that. 



 He'll confront us. He'll disturb us in a way that might not be very comfortable for us. 
Certainly, that was the case here for Moses, wasn't it? The moment that Moses draws near to 
God, what does God say to him? He says, "Moses, I want you to go to Pharaoh, the most 
powerful person in the world." I mean, to look Pharaoh in the eye would be a death sentence in 
itself. He says, "I want you to go right into Pharaoh's court, to approach him, and say, 'Pharaoh, 
I've got a business deal for you. Here's how it's going to go. I want you to give me all of the 
Hebrew people, the entire slave labor force on which the Egyptian economy is built. I want you 
to give the Hebrew people to me, and then I want to give you nothing, to pay nothing for it. 
How does that deal sound?’" 
 
 Moses hears this and he thinks, "Are you kidding me? I don't want to do that. That's 
uncomfortable. That's disturbing. I would never want to do that." God says, "Don't worry, I'll be 
with you." Moses says, "With all due respect, I don't even know who you are. I know who 
Pharaoh is. He seems like a big deal. He seems powerful. I don't even know your name." What 
does God say to him? He says, "Moses, I'm like the Genie from 'Aladdin.' I'll be whoever you 
want me to be." No. He says, "Moses, I am who I am. I do not change. My plans, my purposes, 
my character are consistent. My word is true." This is a God who shapes us. We don't shape 
him. Sometimes that can be disturbing because he's a God of fire. Secondly, the fact that he's a 
God of fire tells us that this God is holy. 
 
 You notice what happens as Moses draws near? What does God say to him? He says, 
"Moses, do not come any closer, for you are standing on holy ground." Moses' instinct in that 
moment is he covers his face in fear and rightly so. You see, this is a holy God. This is a God who 
burns with a holiness such that he will not tolerate any sin, evil or injustice. He is a God of great 
holiness. You see, to stand in his presence and the presence of this holy God, how could 
anyone, as a sinful person, stand and yet live? You see, the greater mystery in this story is not 
how can this bush continue to burn and not be consumed. How can Moses, as a sinful human 
being, how could you and I as sinful human beings, stand in the presence of this holy God and 
yet not be consumed? 
 
 That might be disturbing for some of us to think about God's holiness in that sort of 
way. Friends, the answer is because while this God, yes, is a God who disturbs, he also is the 
God who delivers. He's a God who burns with a holiness that won't tolerate evil or injustice. 
He's also a God who burns with a love for his people. He burns with a longing to bring his 
people into his presence and into a relationship with him. He says, "I am the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob." Three morally exemplary, upstanding people? No. They were devious. They 
were weak. They were selfish. They were mistrustful in so many different ways and yet, God 
says, "I am not ashamed to be called their God. I'm not ashamed to commit myself, to covenant 
myself, to them in relationship with them. In fact, I have heard the cries of their descendants, 
the people of Israel, from their bondage in Egypt. I have heard their cries." 
 
 God hears them with compassion and he says, "I will deliver them from their bondage. I 
will bring them out of Egypt into a land flowing with milk and honey that they might know the 
freedom and the joy of living in relationship with me." Though he is the God who disturbs, he's 



also the God who delivers. He disturbs precisely in order to deliver. That’s what we get to 
celebrate through the Lord's Supper together this morning. We know that it was many, many 
years later God would bring about a deliverance that was far greater than even the deliverance 
of his people out of the land of Egypt.  
 
 In fact, Jesus himself would call it the "new exodus." On the night when Jesus was going 
to be betrayed, he gathered with his disciples and he explained to them as they were 
celebrating the exodus, the Passover meal, he gave that a new meaning. He says, "I'm going to 
deliver you out of a bondage even greater than the bondage of slavery in Egypt. I'm going to 
deliver you out of the bondage of sin and even death itself." That next morning, the Lord Jesus 
would go to a cross and there the Son of God was willing to take all of our sins upon himself. 
Jesus entered into the flames of God's holy judgment. Yet, unlike Moses, Jesus was consumed 
in order that you and I might enter into the presence of God. Unlike Moses, we don't have to 
cover our faces in fear, but we can boldly and freely enter into the presence of God because of 
the deliverance that he has accomplished for us in Jesus.  
 
 That's what we celebrate at the Lord's Supper together this morning. Jesus has 
accomplished this deliverance so that we can enter into God's presence. Because he has done 
that, friends, you and I can have every confidence that God might disturb our lives. He might 
bring burning bushes to get our attention. He might call us into areas of growth that are 
uncomfortable and challenging. We know that he does so ultimately in order to deliver us into 
more of the freedom and the joy of a close encounter with him. Let's pray together. 
 
 Our Heavenly Father, we thank you so much for the fact that you love us enough that 
you don't leave us alone. That you won't allow us even to consume ourselves in the busyness of 
our everyday life. You will bring burning bushes, that will get our attention and you will disturb 
us in order to draw us towards you. Father, we pray that even today we would be willing to 
choose to turn aside, to seek that closer encounter with you, to draw near knowing that you 
might disturb us even more.  
 
 You might call us into things that are hard and that are challenging. Yet, you do so only 
out of your great love for us. Knowing that you have a plan and a purpose and a future for our 
lives and we know that most of all because of the love that you've demonstrated to us through 
your Son, Jesus. We pray that even as we receive this meal this morning that we would believe 
and receive that love and we would see it as an opportunity to draw near and experience your 
presence even today that you offer freely to us, for we ask it through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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