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Thank you Matt, Ashley and our worship team for helping us to see the worthiness of our God 
as we worship together. It's great to be with you this morning, and you know, at the next 
service at 11:15, we're going to be celebrating something called “Third Grade Bible Sunday.” 
That's the day on which our third-graders get to stand up on the pews. If you're having trouble 
seeing in the back, you're welcome to do that as well. But they stand up on the pews and they 
get to receive a Bible, which really is a tremendous gift. You think about the people in our world 
who have yet to receive a Bible translated into their native language. People who are barred 
from accessing the Scriptures in the political regime in which they live. I think of members of 
this church who have courageously gone to smuggle Bibles into the former Soviet Union or into 
North Korea or Cuba. 
  
A year and a half ago I got to see some people receive Bibles in Cuba for the very first time. The 
word of God really is an amazing gift to receive. I expect that when these kids are given this 
Bible they will be excited to receive it because they've been taught this is the word of God 
written. What the Bible says, God says. Some of them may even choose to go home later today, 
open it up and begin to read it. As they do, they'll discover the fact that the Bible really is a 
unique kind of book. Not just because it is God's word, but because within this one book there 
are, in fact, 66 different books written by 39 authors over the span of 1200 years.  It contains all 
of these different genres of law and history, of genealogies, prayers, prophecies, psalms, 
proverbs and parables. It might be possible that one of these kids would experience perhaps 
what some of you have experienced. They may seek to open up the Bible to read through it for 
themselves. 
  
Maybe you found the Bible to be confusing. You found it to be disorienting, even frustrating. 
You didn't get a lot out of it. So, you winded up essentially just closing it and putting it onto a 
shelf. Now it looks essentially new, except it has a thin layer of dust. We may find that the Bible 
becomes something that because it confuses, that none of us actually use it. We may have a 
really high regard for God's word, but we don't actually read it. Some of us might be in that 
place here today. Others of you though, you're incredibly disciplined people. 
  
You've finished your half marathon by five a.m., so you sit down to read the Bible. That's just 
what you do every day and you know, I'm supposed to do this. It's important. It's significant. 
But maybe you don't get a lot from it. Maybe you don't experience a lot of its transforming 
power at work in your life. What I want to suggest to you this morning is that if you've ever 
come to the Bible and you've found it to be confusing or you don't really get a lot from it, I want 
to suggest this. It's only if you understand what the Bible is all about will you be able to read it 



and to use it for what it's for. Only if you grasp the main point of the Bible will you be able to 
enjoy and to grow from the purpose of the Bible. Only if you understand what the Bible is all 
about, or I could say who the Bible is all about, will you actually hear God speaking to you 
through it. Then its transforming power will be unleashed in your life. 
  
So, if you have a Bible, or you want to use the Bible in the pew back in front of you, turn with 
me to the book of 2 Timothy 3:14-17. I believe that's on page 1269 of the Bible in front of you. 
This is the most important statement in the Bible about the Bible. I believe it's God's living word 
for us today. Paul writes this to Timothy: 
  
"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and become convinced of, because you 
know those from whom you've learned it, and how from childhood you have made known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." 
  
If you were here last Sunday, you know that Bryan kicked off our new teaching series called “All 
In.” That title reflects this God-sized dream that our elders and our spiritual leaders have for our 
congregation. This vision that every single covenant partner, every one of us who would call 
Highland Park Pres our spiritual family, would be people who are growing in our relationship 
with Jesus. Not that we would be perfect, but that wherever we are, that we wouldn't be 
stalled out. That we would be taking that next step in our relationship with Jesus. In some ways 
this series is about how that growth really happens. You see, the Apostle Paul tells us here in 
this passage that if you want to be a person who is growing, you want to be taking that next 
step in your relationship, he says that will not happen apart from the Bible. 
  
There are other catalysts and other means that God uses to help us grow. You may think of 
really hard circumstances you face. Maybe you think of really significant relationships, 
meaningful personal ministry and perhaps a variety of other spiritual practices. They will only 
grow you to the extent to which you are a person who is immersed in the word of God. To the 
extent to which you are a person who, like Jesus himself, you live and breathe the word of God. 
As I said before, you have to first understand what the Bible is about if you're going to be able 
to read it and use it for what it's for. You'll only experience its transforming power in your life if 
you understand the point of God's word. 
  
So, what is the point? What's the point of the Bible? What is the Bible all about? What unites it 
in its diversity? What ties it all together? You notice we don't call it the words of God. We don't 
call it God's Greatest Hits. We call it the word of God suggesting there's some unity to it. So 
what ties the whole Bible together? Paul tells us in verse 15. He says that the purpose, the 
point, the main message of the Bible is this. It is meant to make you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. That's the main point of the Bible. The Bible is meant to be about Jesus. In 
fact, Jesus tells us as much in John 5. Maybe you know the story. He's meeting with a group of 
people called the Pharisees. We typically give the Pharisees a hard time, but you know, what's 
great about the Pharisees is that these were people who loved the Bible. 



The Pharisees, they had very high regard for the Bible. They believe that it was the God-
inspired, infallible word of God, authoritative for life and practice. They had a high view of the 
Bible and they were people who read it. They studied it. They knew it inside and out. They had 
mastered the Bible and yet Jesus says to them, "It's possible to do that and yet to be utterly 
deaf to what God is saying to you through it and to miss out on any of its transforming power 
for your life." Jesus says this in John 5. He says, "You search the Scriptures because you think 
that in them, you possess eternal life. But it is they, the Scriptures, which point to me." Jesus 
says, "The whole Bible, it's about me." 
  
Maybe you remember in the story of Jesus after his resurrection, he's walking to Emmaeus. He 
comes to a couple of disciples. They don't recognize him at first, but as he walks with them, he 
starts to open up the Scriptures to them. He shows them from the law, from the prophecies, 
from the Psalms, meaning the whole Old Testament, the things concerning himself. He shows 
them how it's all about him. It says only then did their hearts start to burn within them, did the 
power of Scripture begin to be unleashed in their life and they understood it was all about 
Jesus. You could say that the Bible is the story of what God has done to save us through Jesus. 
It's a story that begins with a good and harmonious world, the kind of world for which we long, 
a world that then was not off balance. It was broken through our rebellion and our sin. And yet, 
God in his grace then begins this great plan of redemption, starting with the family of Abraham 
building into the nation of Israel. 
  
He gives them these pictures, these patterns, these shadows of the substance that would 
ultimately come in Jesus. It's God himself within our own world, as he would assume our flesh. 
He would exchange his Crown for the Cross and he would suffer and die for our sins to restore 
us from God. On the third day, this Jesus would rise again from the dead, triumphing over 
death, and now risen from the dead, he joins his life to ours. He gives us the power of the Holy 
Spirit. He invites us into his mission of renewal and he promises that he's going to return to 
renew and restore everything that is broken in this world. You see, from Genesis to Revelation, 
from creation to new creation, the Bible is the story of what God has done to rescue and renew 
us through Jesus. If you miss that, if you don't understand the main point of the Bible, what it's 
all about, you'll come to it and you'll pick it up to read it and you'll find that the Bible will either 
offend you, it will confuse you, or it will crush you. 
  
Let me show you why. First, maybe it will offend you. I remember when I was a freshman in 
college, I took a writing class my first semester. Our first assignment in that class was to read 
the book of Genesis. I thought, "This is great. I didn't expect going to a secular university that 
they would have us reading the Bible for class." So I read the book of Genesis and I came to 
class and the professor said, "Okay. We know that the Bible, Genesis, it's part of western 
literature, but how many of you believe that it's more than that, that it's actually the Word of 
God?" Timidly I raised my hand, and she called on me. She said, "Okay, let's start with you." And 
she said, "Okay, do you believe that Abraham is a significant character in the book of Genesis in 
the Bible?" 
  



I said “yes.” She said, "Okay. Do you think that Abraham was a man of faith in the God of the 
Bible?" I said “yes.” She said, "Well, Abraham didn't just have one wife; he has multiple wives, 
and so did his son and his son's sons. Do you believe that polygamy is right or okay?" I said 
“no.” She said, "You know how he got those wives, right? Men in that day, in that culture, what 
they would do is they would go to the fathers of the woman that they wanted to marry. They 
would essentially make a contract. They would work out a bride price. The wife, she didn't 
really have anything to do in it. Fairly demeaning and degrading to women. Are you for the 
subjugation and degradation of women?" “No.” And then she said, "How about this? You get to 
Genesis 20 and there, Abraham, there's a king who's attracted to Sarah. Abraham's afraid for 
his own wife, so what he does is he says, 'She's my sister,' and essentially he gives his wife to 
another man to have his wife. How does a marriage survive that?" 
  
And she said, "Do you believe that that is right and okay to do?" I said, "Well, no." It was 
traumatizing. She'd gone from being a professor to a prosecutor. And I felt guilty. I was 
convicted. And she was right. She was absolutely right. Because you know, if you come to this 
Bible, you pick it up, you start to read it, and you think the Bible is essentially a collection of 
stories that are meant to be sort of moral examples.  I try to follow those stories and those 
moral examples. What you'll find is that not only people like Abraham will offend you, but wait 
until you get to people like David. You remember David? David, who committed adultery and 
then who killed off the husband of that woman to try to cover it up? Whose neglect and 
favoritism as a father led to problems for the entire nation of Israel? You start reading through 
the Bible, it'll offend you. You'll say, "Gosh, these people, some of them are worse than me. I'm 
supposed to be getting my moral example from them? Might as well watch “Grey's Anatomy!” I 
could watch “House of Cards!” I could get my moral instruction there. What good is the Bible?" 
  
You see, the Bible will offend you if you come to it in that way. But you see, here's the thing. 
The Bible is not a collection of stories of good people meant to be moral examples. It's a story 
of a good God who, in spite of our sin and our flaws, the brokenness of people like Abraham, 
Sarah, David, you and me, nevertheless has stepped into that story to rescue us. He stepped in 
to save us from our sin through Jesus. The Bible, it's not a hall of heroes. It's a story about one 
hero and his name is Jesus. Jesus who lifted up women, Jesus who in the moment of his 
greatest danger did not run like Abraham to save his own skin but instead he endured the Cross 
for you and for me. 
  
If you come to the Bible, if you think it's a collection of moral examples, if you don't understand 
the main point, what it's about, you will be offended. If you're not offended, you may be 
confused. Let's say you read a little bit further. You get past Genesis, you get to the book of 
Leviticus, your favorite book in the Bible, said nobody ever. And by the way, after Easter this 
year, we're going to do a series on the book of Leviticus, so hopefully people do come back 
after Easter for that. Leviticus, you start to read it and you say, "Gosh, this is strange. All of 
these instructions about these moral washings, rituals, dietary restrictions and the sacrificial 
system in the temple with the priests and the sacrifices of goats, lambs and pigeons." 
  



You say, "What on earth does this have to do with my life today? Why would God care if I eat a 
double bacon cheeseburger from Whataburger?"  Either you'll say, "Gosh, this is just altogether 
irrelevant and has no meaning for my life," or even worse, you'll start trying to live it. Trying to 
obey it. Your wife will wonder why you're growing out your sideburns! A lot of the problems of 
different cults from Rastafarianism in Jamaica, for instance,  have arisen because people have 
come to Leviticus and tried to directly obey it and apply it. They think that's what God wants 
them to do, but he doesn't. You see, here's the thing about the Bible. The Bible is not a 
collection of timeless principles. The Bible is a story. It's a story of what God has done to 
redeem us through Jesus. Like any story, there's what? Progress. There's development within 
that story. 
  
Yes, absolutely, God gave the commands in Leviticus to the people of Israel, but to teach them 
about what it means to be set apart for him. To teach them about his holiness and the fact that 
a sinful people can't just waltz into the presence of a holy God. The fact that our sins need a 
sacrifice, something to die in our place to be forgiven. Absolutely! He teaches them through 
those laws, but when you read the whole story, you understand the fact that Jesus has now 
fulfilled those ceremonial laws. See, Jesus is the high priest who offered himself as the sacrifice 
once and for all so that sacrifices are now abolished. We no longer in need a temple because 
Jesus himself is the temple through whom we connect with God. We don't need these rights of 
purity, these purity laws, because Jesus has now credited us with his perfect purity. He's 
cleansed us from all of our sins. 
  
But if you don't understand that story, if you don't know what the Bible is about, you'll come to 
Leviticus and it will absolutely confuse you. The Bible may confuse you or it may offend you. 
Finally, if it doesn't do those two, at least it will crush you. Maybe not immediately. So you read 
a little further. You get to Deuteronomy and you read about God's moral laws. How are we 
supposed to relate to him and treat other people, love your neighbor as yourself? You get to 
the Book of Matthew, you make it to the New Testament and you start reading in the “Sermon 
on the Mount.” We love the “Sermon on the Mount,” right? At first maybe you feel good trying 
to obey God's laws. Over time you could either start to feel like the Pharisees, self-righteous or 
feeling superior to other people. If you're more honest with yourself you begin to see the fact 
that actually you cannot obey this law at all. 
  
It begins to crush you, to discourage you, because you realize how far short you fall of it. I 
talked to a young adult just the other day who told me that when he was in his 20s he started 
searching for God. He picked up a Bible. Someone told him, "Hey, maybe start in the New 
Testament. Start in Matthew." So he started reading. He got to the “Sermon on the Mount.” It 
did not encourage him. It crushed him. He thought, "This is how God wants me to live? I haven't 
kept any of this. I don't love God like that. I don't love other people like that." And if you come 
to the Bible, if you think it's this collection of laws and rules and if I obey them then God will be 
pleased with me and will save me and will bless me. If you think that's what the Bible is all 
about, it will absolutely crush you. See, the Bible, it's not a collection of laws. Yes, it contains 
laws, but those laws, they're a means to a greater end. They reveal to us and, they show us our 
need for Jesus. 



Jesus ultimately is the one who perfectly kept the law in our place for us and who is treated as a 
lawbreaker on the Cross, dying for us. Jesus, who was crushed for us so that you and I might be 
welcomed and forgiven. It's only when you understand what the Bible is all about will you be 
able to come to the Bible in such a way where you don't have to come with fear. You don't have 
to come with shame. Only if you recognize what God has done that you are accepted in Jesus. 
You are forgiven in Jesus. You are loved, you are adopted, in Jesus. Only if you come to the 
Bible with that understanding can you then allow it to contradict you, to convict you, to 
challenge you without fear of condemnation. Only if you recognize what the Bible is all about 
can you then begin to read it and to use it for what it's for. 
  
Make no mistake about it. The Bible is incredibly useful. That's what Paul says in verse 16, 
doesn't he? Says the Bible, all of Scripture, it's breathed out by God. It's useful. He says it's 
meant not just for information but for transformation. We don't come to the Bible to master it, 
but to be mastered by it and for God to use it to change us more into the likeness of Jesus. So 
how does that happen? How is the Bible useful in that way? Paul suggests four ways that God 
does that change. Let me conclude with those. 
  
First, Paul says that the Bible teaches us. Through the Bible we come to know who God is and 
who we're supposed to be in him. Some of you might say, "I really encounter God on the golf 
course." Or, "I really experience God in the beauty of his creation in the mountains." That's 
awesome. That's fantastic. God does reveal himself in creation. But, you know, the primary way 
in which God has made himself known is through his word. There's no other way then to really 
know who God is apart from his word and that's so important because you can't love what you 
don't know. But imagine if you went on a blind date, and you get to the end of the date and you 
don't really feel it. You say to the person, "I just don't think this is going to work out." And they 
say, "But don't you love me?" And you say, "Love you? I don't even know you." You can't love 
what you don't know. You see, the Bible is the means by which we come to know who God is, 
and as we do, we grow in our love and our desire for him. So it teaches us. 
  
Secondly, the Bible Paul says it rebukes us. Nobody wants to be rebuked. To be convicted, to be 
challenged. Sometimes that's why we avoid the Bible altogether. We know there's sin in our 
lives we're wanting to hold onto. But you see, though the Bible rebukes, though it convicts, it 
cuts like a surgeon. It cuts in order to heal. You know, in marriage, marriage doesn't make you 
selfish. It can reveal your selfishness. About a month into marriage, I remember Brandi and I 
had a fight. I don't remember what it was about, and I remember not wanting to admit where I 
knew I was wrong. Anybody ever done that? So, you get to the next morning and I come to the 
Bible and I don't really want to read it, but I know I'm supposed to. So I'm in Luke 15 and there 
Jesus says this. He says, "Don't you know there's more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over 99 righteous?" Or you could say self-righteous sorts of people. And it cut, 
right? It convicted. It’s like, "Wow, God, why am I so unwilling to admit where I was wrong? 
Why am I holding on so tightly to my self-righteousness?" 
  
And so it cut. It rebuked. It convicted. But it convicted in order to heal. Because, on the other 
side of repentance is joy. On the other side of repentance is restored, whole relationships. So 



there's rebuke, yes, but there's also a third. Correction. There's restoration. The Bible puts us 
back on the right path. Then, fourth and finally, Paul says the Bible is useful for training in 
righteousness. You remember last week Bryan talked about that, right? He talked about that 
training, physical training, is of some value. But training for godliness is of great value. I wonder 
how many of you have a membership to a gym. Anybody have a membership to a gym? How 
many of you use that membership to the gym? Okay, now how many of you would call what 
you do at the gym "training"? I call it maintenance in my case, but you see, the thing about 
training is that training has a goal. You're training for a marathon. You're training for a race. 
You're training for a game. There's a goal in view. 
  
If you understand what that goal is, if you know what the Bible is all about, the story of what 
God's done to save us in Jesus so that now there's nothing left to earn. There's nothing left to 
prove. We're not training for his approval. We're training from his approval. We recognize that 
now God has given us his life and his power dwells within us. We have this amazing destiny that 
one day we will reflect the very glory of Jesus himself. If you know that's your goal towards 
which you are training, now you can come to the Bible and you don't just have to regard it; you 
can read it. You can begin to trust the Scriptures, to read the Scriptures, to submit to the 
Scriptures. You can seek to obey the Scriptures and  its power will begin to unleash in your life. 
Most of all because it always points you back to Jesus. Would we be a people, then, who are a 
people of the book? A people of God's Word who allow him to grow us, to change us through 
it? 
  
Let's pray together. Our heavenly Father, we thank you that you are a God who speaks. God, 
you didn't have to reveal yourself to us, but you chose to do so. We thank you that you've made 
yourself known to us through your word. We thank you for the great story of Salvation that 
you've authored through your Son Jesus. We thank you that you've rescued us in him. We pray 
that as we are a people who trust and who believe that you have accepted us and forgiven us in 
Jesus, that we would have the courage then to come to your word.  We want you to use it to 
grow us and to change us, to equip us for every good work that you have called us to do. For it's 
in Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
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