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We have been walking together through 1Timothy and 2 Timothy in recent weeks. At the same 
time, we're lifting up this vision, this longing that we have for this church. For every person who 
is a part of this Highland Park Church family would take one step toward being all in and 
committing ourselves to growing as a follower of Jesus. Not perfect, not fully spiritually mature 
but growing. Just take that next step whatever that next step is for you in pursuit of Jesus. 
  
Last week, Charlie talked about Scripture and the practice of reading and studying it, engaging 
with the Bible and, how that's so central to moving from here to there in your relationship with 
Jesus. He said the Scriptures are not so much this list of a book of rules as they are a story of 
how God has come to us to rescue us in and through Jesus. I love this line when Charlie said 
that when we come to the Bible, “if we're confused, it won't get used.” "If we're confused, it 
won't get used." Part of what we do every week is we open up the Scriptures together. We try 
to understand more about these words and how this book points to Jesus and the story of 
Redemption that's playing out today in our lives. 
  
We do recognize that some of you have spent your entire lives studying the words of this book, 
and we're grateful for that. At the same time, acknowledging that there are those of us who are 
here for whom this is a very new thing and we're experiencing Scripture for the first time. By 
the way, we love that about this church. I believe that listening alongside people who are 
coming with varying levels of experience helps us to hear, understand and discern what God is 
saying in Scripture in a profound way. 
   
I want to invite you, if you have a Bible or if you want to use the blue Bible in front of you, turn 
to 1 Timothy Chapter 6. It's page 1265. As you do that, let me give a little context to where 
we're going today. As we seek to be a community that's growing together in our pursuit of 
Jesus, one of the most powerful forces in our world publicly and our own private worlds is 
money. Certainly it's true of one of the most dynamic forces in terms of shaping who we are 
becoming is what we do with money. 
  
You know, we got a little glimpse of this over the last week. A little over a week ago, there was 
a guy, I think someone in South Carolina, I don't know if it was a man or a woman, but they won 
$1.5 billion. Billion with a “B,” playing the lottery. They live in South Carolina. Then just a couple 
days later, there were two people who split a jackpot prize of $690 million. I would be kind of 
bummed if I just won $345 million, and I'm like, "That guy just won $1.5 billion? What kind of a 
bush league jackpot is this?" 



Our country is fascinated by this and a lot of us have been paying attention to these stories. 
Newspapers are talking about the trajectory of a life after winning the lottery, and all that kind 
of stuff. I thought this morning, for those of us in the church, it'd be a good thing just to have a 
moment of mass confession. We could all confess and acknowledge, like whether you've ever 
purchased a lottery ticket or been tempted to buy a lottery ticket, but then I ... I don't want to 
do that, because then I'd have to raise my hand. I'd get emails from people about gambling, so 
we're not going to go there. It was on my 18th birthday, and I did it because I could. 
  
Now, I mention all of this as sort of backdrop or prelude to what we're looking at today in 1 
Timothy Chapter 6. This is a letter that Paul wrote to a younger protégé and he's giving Timothy 
wisdom on this very subject. By the time Paul wrote this letter it's been 30 or 40 years since 
Jesus was crucified and the early church is growing. The movement is spreading. It's multiplying 
into new cities, new towns, and as more people are coming to follow Jesus. Some of these 
disciples are what would have been considered in that day as wealthy. In fact, if you trace the 
movement, many of the new churches that were starting up were popping up in coastal cities 
along the Mediterranean. These port cities were epicenters of trade and wealth in that day. 
  
So Paul, who had planted many of these churches, he realized that many wealthy people were 
facing unique challenges as they began to surrender their lives and submit themselves to the 
teachings of Jesus. Just a little aside, one of the most amazing, compelling, attractive qualities 
about the earliest church was how it drew people from all these different socioeconomic levels. 
They're coming together and they're learning how to do life together as a family. It was messy 
and it wasn't easy. It led to conflict and tension and that involved some teaching. But Paul was 
watching as these new Christians, and as this new family was figuring out how to navigate 
struggles with money together. 
  
Now, I can imagine that for some of you, as soon as you heard the word "money" associated 
with a sermon, you start squirming in your seats. You're wondering, "Why didn't I sit close to 
the door?" Or maybe you're wondering, "Why do we even have to talk about money in 
church?" Right? And somebody just said, "Right, yeah." Because, you know, your mama taught 
you growing up that there are two topics that you don't talk about in public. Money and 
politics. Maybe I should take this moment to remind you there's an election on Tuesday, and if 
you haven't yet voted, you should vote. So there you go, one-two punch. 
  
I will say this. The only thing more awkward than hearing about money in church is having to 
preach about money in church. Not that I'm looking for any sympathy, but ...  Yet the longer I've 
served in and been around the life of the church, the American church in particular, the more 
that I have seen the power of money in shaping the interior life of a person's heart and 
character. Money. Not that it's an evil or a good in itself; it's just this incredibly powerful 
magnifier. Money magnifies what's happening in our soul. 
  
Some of the most profound words ever said about the power of money came from the Sermon 
on the Mount which Jesus wrote. He said, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also." “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Let's leave those words up for 



just a moment. Because so many of us are really familiar with those words, we've grown up 
hearing those words; because of that, we've forgotten just how counterintuitive that really is. I 
would've thought it would go in exactly the opposite direction. "For where your heart is, there 
your treasure will be also." Jesus says, "No, money is so powerful that your heart will actually 
go in the direction, it will follow after your treasure." That's the power of money. 
  
 Paul offers this wisdom to these new followers of Jesus. This is 1 Timothy Chapter 6, and we'll 
start with verse 6. He says, 

"But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the world. 

 
Now, at face value, that seems to make a lot of sense to us, right? You can't   take it with you 
when you die. It's like the old rich man who told his wife that his dying wish was to be buried 
with all of his money, and this wife reluctantly agreed. Well, the day finally came, and her 
husband died, and at the funeral, sure enough, the wife in this very solemn moment, she walks 
up to where the casket was and she places this envelope on the body, her husband's dead 
body, right there in front of everybody in the church. And later, someone asks her about this 
really profound moment and she said, "Well, my husband's final dying wish was to be buried 
with all of his money, and I am a woman of my word, and all he has to do is cash that check and 
it'll be his." 
  

Paul says, "Look, you brought nothing into this world, and you are taking nothing out of 
this world."  
Verse 8: "But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of 
many kinds of evil. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many pangs." 

 
It's interesting, 30, 40 years after the death of Jesus and already you have people, Paul says, 
who have wandered away from the faith because of the power of money. He has vivid language 
about how money can pierce a person's inner life. 
   
Paul continues down in verse 17, he says this, and this is really what we're going to focus on. 

"As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything 
to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to 
share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation, a firm foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life." 

  
So, just to jump right in, Paul says money does things to people. Verse 17, he says money does 
two things. First, it makes us arrogant and second, it leads us to put our hope in money. Money 
can become our primary source of hope. It makes us arrogant, and it can become our primary 
source of hope. Now, here's the interesting part about this. For most of us, and I know this isn't 



the case for everybody in this room, but for most of us, myself included, we tend to think that 
we're not the ones to whom this applies. Right? Either this is someone else's struggle or we 
think that we're not rich enough to have to worry about this. 
  
As a little exercise in perspective, this is not meant to be a guilt-trip thing, but if you make more 
than $37,000 a year, that puts you in the top 4% of wage earners in our world today. $37,000, 
the 4% club, which, another way of putting it in the world's eyes, that would make you rich. It 
also means that if you make more than $37,000 a year, many of the problems you face on a 
daily basis are rich people problems. I know that's a hashtag in our day, “#richpeopleproblems!” 
It’s like if you drop a cell phone call when you're going through a cell phone dead zone, which 
granted, can be frustrating that is rich people problems. Or your flight is delayed, as annoying 
as that can be, or this was a big one in our house this week, when Amazon's shipping estimate 
isn't met for you. Right? This week we had a package, a certain package that was delayed with 
matching Halloween family costumes, and it arrived late, which led to total chaos. I mean, you'd 
have thought that the world was ending because Peter Pan, Hook, Tinker Bell, and the crocodile 
were running late. Okay? Rich people problems. 
  
Think about watering restrictions in the summer. I know it's hard to imagine that, given all the 
rain we've had, but in the summer, I can actually get frustrated at the look of my azaleas. They 
just need more than two days of water. Then I realize that in places throughout the majority 
world, many people, mostly women, they carry jugs of water on their heads for hundreds of 
yards, miles, just so that their family can have enough drinking and cooking water for the day. 
What if they heard or overheard us complaining about the fact that our begonias were wilting, I 
mean, they wouldn't know what to do with that. 
  
Again, the point here is not to make you or to make me feel guilty. Guilt rarely leads to 
transformation. But when we come to a passage like this, we tend to think that Paul is talking to 
those other richer, wealthier people. A couple years ago, Gallup did a poll around this to see 
how different socioeconomic groups of people, how they defined "rich." Not surprisingly, 
everybody that was polled had a different definition, and nobody thought they qualified. For 
most people in the poll, "rich" was roughly double what that person earned. In other words, 
when they interviewed somebody who made about $30,000, when they were asked, "What is 
rich?" the answer was almost always double what they earned, $60,000. If somebody made 
$100,000, their answer was ... The magic number was $200,000. In other words, one way that 
we can define the word "rich" is "-richer," okay? It's those people who are wealthier or richer, 
or they live in the bigger house, or they have the larger 401(k). "Rich" is the land of "-richer," all 
right? So just think about that and we'll set that aside for a moment. 
  
Paul says to whoever it is that we would consider rich in that present age, he says money has 
this powerful gravitational pull toward pride and putting our hope in it. This is not unique to 
Paul in Scripture. He was a student of Scripture. If you go back to the Old Testament and the 
Book of Proverbs, the wisdom writer in Proverbs 18 said this:  
 

"The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it a wall too high to scale." 



In other words, people with money tend to reach a point where we see money as our greatest 
source of safety and security. Like a high wall, it forms this invisible barrier and it makes us think 
that we can't be harmed by life's storms. 
   
I'm indebted to Andy Stanley as he's written about this. When things are going really well 
financially, and we're experiencing a string of life situations where all we have to do is reach for 
our wallet to respond, what happens is our hope begins to migrate. If you repeat this pattern 
over and over again long enough, it's inevitable that we begin to form this link in our minds and 
in our hearts between hope and money. Eventually, we begin to imagine that there's an 
amount of money that is large enough to take care of us through life, and to protect us from 
the storms of life. Notice that the writer of that proverb used the word "imagine". "They 
imagined a wall too high to scale." The wall only exists in their imagination, because in reality, 
there's no amount of money that can protect us from the storms of life. Right? That's the 
danger of wealth, it's this illusion that we could ever put our greatest hope in it. 
  
I once heard someone say that wealth is a little like those pharmaceutical commercials you see 
on TV. There's this lovely couple and they're holding hands, and they're smiley and happy, and 
they're walking through a beautiful garden, or they're playing lawn tennis or something like 
that. An announcer in the background is listing out all the ways this drug can ruin your kidneys 
and rot your stomach and cause heart failure and ruin your life. So maybe there should be a 
warning label that comes with wealth: "If taken for prolonged periods, may impair perception 
of reality." 
  
So, what's the answer? How do we avoid the arrogance that tends to come with wealth, and 
this temptation to put our hope in it? Paul says it kind of simply in verse 17. He says,  
"Charge them," charge these Jesus followers, "not to be prideful, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God."  
But on God. Charge them to put their hope on God. And how do we do that? Paul continues in 
verse 18, he says,  

"They are to do good, to be rich in good deeds, to be generous and ready, willing, eager 
to share."  

 
That's how we protect ourselves from pride and from putting hope in our money. 
  
As we read these words, I bet for every one of us, we can think of and recognize someone like 
this. Someone who, no matter their net worth, no matter how much wealth they've been 
entrusted to steward in this life, somehow it's like they managed, they didn't seem to put their 
hope in riches. In other words, they don't trust in their riches, they trust in their God. While 
they possessed a lot of money, it was clear that their money didn't possess them. Because of 
that, for some reason, they don't seem to fall prey to the pride that Paul warns about. They're 
not arrogant, and despite their riches, they don't seem to put their hope in it. They're humble, 
they're grateful and they're generous at heart. 
  



Let me just take a moment to say that this is one of the most generous communities I've ever 
seen. Not just those who would be considered more wealthy in the eyes of others, but of so 
many, so many who give and give and give generously and sacrificially, often far beyond 10%. 
I'm not just talking about generosity or giving or supporting to this church, although that's 
amazing in itself. But the avalanche of generosity that flows into the city of Dallas and toward 
Kingdom causes around the world, above and beyond generosity. Not just with your money, 
but with your hands and your feet. You show up, you serve, you give your time. On a Saturday 
morning, you show up to help with a community garden in Mill City, as many of you did 
yesterday. You give of your time to help provide passion, leadership and just encouragement. 
You provide wisdom, prayer and direction to ministries that are making a profound impact in 
our city and beyond. Those ministries that are making a dent in homelessness, and providing 
advocacy for vulnerable children, and seeking to end the horror of human trafficking. 
  
I see you doing this, and it inspires me, and it's this reminder to me. It makes me want to be a 
part of what God's doing, and a reminder that our hope is not in wealth. So please don't hear 
this as, like, "You're not doing enough," or "You need to be more generous," or "You need to 
step it up, church." That's not what this is about. We're on a journey of inviting, of helping every 
single person who would want to be a part of this church family to take a step toward Jesus, to 
become a more fully devoted follower of Jesus. Part of that journey is learning to honor God 
and to follow Jesus with our money. 
  
Now, one other thing. A few weeks ago, when we first started this series, we began with a verse 
in 1 Timothy 4. It was kind of a rally cry for this series, and really for our church. "Train yourself 
to be godly." The church is meant to be a place of training, right? We're learning how to grow, 
how to become more like Jesus. See, the key to training, to any kind of training in life, the key is 
not trying really hard. It's not just trying hard. 
  
Yesterday, there was a guy in our church, he invited me and a few of us to be part of this 
CrossFit workout. This is something that I do once a year, which I know is not a smart strategy. 
Those of you who are Cross fitters might understand, it's like no matter how much I talk to 
myself, or my wife tells me she's not going to care for me if I get hurt or something like that, 
because she sees this happen over and over again, I get there and I just get fired up. I'm 
competitive, I want to win, and I want to finish first. I want to do burpees faster than anyone 
else. Because of that, right now every muscle in my body is in pain. I almost needed assistance 
just to walk up to the steps of the pulpit at 8:45, which conveniently I'm not doing right now. 
  
What makes CrossFit, or any other workout routine, whatever it is for you, what makes it a 
transformative experience is not that you show up to try really hard; it's that you are 
committed to training, over and over again. You continually training your body, your mind, or 
whatever it is, to do something that you otherwise couldn't have done without the training. It's 
about training, not just trying. 
  
The key to freedom in this area of money is not just trying hard to not put your hope in money. 
That's not very helpful. It's not a good strategy. That's why Paul, he gives us these spiritual 



practices to help us. God can then begin to free us from pride and from putting our hope in 
money. He lists these out, he says, "I want you to be rich in good deeds. I want you to be 
generous." Right, that's not just nice-sounding language. These are spiritual practices that he 
invites us into. 
  
When I'm generous, when I seek to be rich in good deeds, when I give, something begins to 
happen inside of me. I learn that I can live without this wad of money. I can eventually learn 
that there’s actually a lot more joy in giving this away than there is in holding onto it and 
dreaming all these ways that I can make the stack bigger or I can earn more of it. Again, for 
many of you, I know I'm just preaching to the choir here. You've experienced this. Generosity, 
it's a spiritual practice that opens us up, that helps us to become more like Jesus, to experience 
his freedom, his joy. 
  
This is not meant to be a legalistic thing. It's not about guilt and it's not about earning anything 
before God. It's about stepping into the reality of life with God. It's about becoming like a God 
who himself is a giver. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son." When I 
do that, when I'm generous with what he's entrusted me, God begins to transform my heart 
from this anxious, clutching, hoarding, grasping heart into a generous heart. Then, I begin to 
find that it really is better to live with that generous heart than it is to live with a selfish heart 
with a lot of money. 
  
If we get all legalistic about it, again, it'll kill it. It crushes the joy. Churches are not helpful with 
this sometimes. We can mess this up. Sometimes churches talk about the practice of tithing, 
and do you know what the number one question is when congregations talk about tithing? 
When tithing gets taught? What's the number one question? "Should I tithe on the gross or the 
net?" Right? I have a friend who would respond, "Do you want to be blessed on the gross or the 
net?" But we're not going to go there, right? Because when we get stuck on stuff like this, gross 
or net, it sort of loses the spirit of the thing. This is not about having to do something or earning 
something. It's about stepping into and experiencing the freedom that God brings us, the joy of 
partnering with God in generosity, and in unleashing blessing and life change in this city and in 
the world. 
  
Paul says to these earliest followers of Jesus, he says, "I want you to be rich, to be rich in good 
deeds, generous with all." Imagine, imagine if every one of us were to live by these words? 
There was once a community that did this. These first, earliest Christians that Paul was writing 
to, they weren't particularly organized, they didn't have strategic plans and they had no 
buildings. They weren't recognized or protected by their government. In everyday culture, they 
were pretty much considered a cult. For 300 years, they were utterly powerless. They were 
mocked socially, persecuted politically, beaten physically, and yet somehow, this little upstart 
movement managed to grow faster than any other social movement in human history. How 
could that be? Why? 
  
Sociologists like Rodney Stark have spent their lives, their careers studying and trying to 
understand. How did this irrelevant movement become a life-changing force? The answer to 



that question, "Why?" What most of these scholars argue as the cause for the unprecedented 
rise of the Jesus movement in our world, comes back to this one word, “generosity.” For the 
early church, for the earliest Christians, generosity, it was just faith lived out in action, in 
tangible acts of compassion, of mercy. Acts of caring for the poor, the orphan and the widow, of 
providing for those who could not provide for themselves. Generosity, yes, with their resources, 
but also with their lives. 
  
When disease would ravage a city, a plague would break out in a city, as everyone else was 
fleeing for their lives, it was Jesus followers who would be seen running toward the mess in the 
opposite direction. They would run into that city to serve and provide, and to tend to the sick 
and dying. When someone in the church lost everything, other families would step up to 
provide money, food, clothing and a home. That movement of generosity, it changed Roman 
culture, it changed history. It changed the world so that today we have names for our kids like 
Peter and Mary and Stephen, and we give our pets names like Caesar and Nero. It happened 
once, and it can happen again. May we too can be a people, a church, known not by what we're 
against, but by our generosity!  A people who are rich in love and good deeds. 
  
Jesus, we pray that even now, as we come to this table and the clearest picture we have of you 
who richly gave yourself for us and you became nothing., Lord, help us to experience your 
presence and to find this freedom of life with you. In Jesus' name, amen. 
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