
From the Archives 

Why We Are Bucs 
Kay Cunningham, Director 
(901) 321-3430 · kay.cunningham@cbu.edu 

 

Oh better far to live and die 

Under the brave black flag I fly, 

Than play a sanctimonious part 

With a pirate head and a pirate heart* 

Have you ever wondered how the Bucca-

neer became CBU’s mascot? In November 

1990, our student newspaper, the Cannon, 

published an account of our mascot having 

emerged when four plays were staged at 

CBC in the academic year 1949-50. These 

plays were But Not Good -bye, The Bishop 

Misbehaves, Seven Keys to Baldpate, and Life 

with Father. As the story goes, all of the plays 

included a model of a pirate ship as a 

prop. Also, according to the recollection of 

Brother Edmund Whaley, students began 

carrying a pirate flag around campus and 

proclaiming themselves the “Parkway Pi-

rates.” This pirate flag was also used in an 

unidentified play produced in 1950.  

Curious to confirm the old story, we dove 

into CBU’s Brother I. Leo O’Donnell Ar-

chives looking for supporting evidence for 

this tale and more background about the 

plays. Photographic evidence of the ship 

can be found in photos from at least two of 

the plays. These were printed in the stu-

dent yearbook for 1951 and are now avail-

able for your perusal in the Library’s dis-

play of vintage memorabilia about this 

very topic. Further evidence is the pirate 

flag decorating the program for Life with 

Father. 

What was not included in the old Cannon 

article, however, was reference to CBC’s 

involvement in an extravaganza produc-

tion of Gilbert & Sullivan’s operetta HMS 

Pinafore in 1948. Pinafore, while lacking pi-

rates, seems to have launched a fascination 

with the “life seafaring” that culminated in 

an even more spectacular production of 

Gilbert & Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance , 

staged in February 1950. These were true  

extravaganzas: Pinafore  was performed in 

conjunction with St. Agnes Academy with 

a cast of 75; Pirates’ cast was even larger, 

with 140 performers from CBC, St. Agnes, 

Holy Names, and St. Thomas. Both were 

performed at Ellis Auditorium downtown. 

Ellis Auditorium was the biggest venue in 

Memphis in those days and was later torn 

down to make way for the Cannon Center.  
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Library Student Advisory Board 
 

To help Plough Library better serve the CBU community, we are creating a Student  

Advisory Board. This student-only, student-run board will work on issues chosen by 

students. The goal is to provide a communication link between students and library staff, 

to provide feedback, and to act as a sounding board for proposed changes.  

 

We are seeking student volunteers who are invested in helping the library improve.  

 

Interested? 

 Contact Kristen Howard at khoward2@cbu.edu or Karen Brunsting at 

kbrunsti@cbu.edu if you have any questions.  

 Apply online at https://cbu.libsurveys.com/library-advisory. 

 Applications will be accepted until October 13, 2018.  

Let your voice be heard! 

Program from the 1948 CBC production of HMS Pinafore. 
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New Periodicals Coordinator 
 

William Brandon joined Plough Library in  

August as our new Periodicals Coordinator. He 

is responsible for managing all print periodicals 

and also assists with the O’Donnell Archives. A 

native Memphian, William is excited to be  

joining this community that means so much to 

the city.  

New Instruction Librarian 
Alfred Wallace, Instruction Librarian 
(901) 321-4355 · awallac6@cbu.edu 

 
Hi—My name is Alfred Wallace, and I am 

thrilled to start as the Instruction Librarian, and 

to work with the Gadomski College of Engi-

neering as their library liaison. I received my 

library degree from the University of Illinois at 

Urbana Champaign, and before that I studied at 

Penn State, Missouri State, and the University of 

Texas. I am excited to experience the challenges 

and opportunities of a smaller school! I grew up 

in St. Louis, and moved here from Kansas City, 

and I hope to be able to settle down for once. 

 

In my spare time, I have a number of hobbies, 

including playing board games, baking, study-

ing foreign languages, and doing historical re-

search. While my current research interests 

probably seem more fun—games and ice 

cream—my first real scholarship was in the Civ-

il War, and I look forward to a trip to Shiloh in 

the near future. 

 

But for all my hobbies, I am thrilled to have a 

terrific day job, working in the library with my 

patrons and fellow staff! 

Continued from page 1… 

So it seems that in late 1949—when 

rehearsals for Pirates would have been 

in full swing—there was a ferment on 

campus of all things piratical. By early 

1950, the dramatics club had assumed 

the name Treasure Chest Players, the 

campus newspaper had been renamed 

the Buccaneer, the yearbook was 

named the Galleon, and somehow a 

bunch of Parkway Pirates had morphed 

into the Buccaneers. 

Away to the cheating world go you 

Where pirates all are well-to-do, 

But I’ll be true to the song I sing,  

And live and die a Pirate King! 

And it is, it is a glorious thing 

To be a Pirate King* 

*Lyrics by W.S. Gilbert (1879),  

“I am a Pirate King.” 

Program from the February 1950 CBC  
production of Pirates of Penzance. 

Plough Library has  

arranged for the CBU com-

munity to have campus-wide, 

online access to the Memphis 

Business Journal. 

Students, faculty, and staff can read the full-text of MBJ articles, from both on 

and off-campus, using this custom URL: http://libproxy.cbu.edu/login?

url=https://www.bizjournals.com/memphis/portal/

christianbrothersuniversityMB.  

Note: our subscription only allows for 10 simultaneous users. You may  

encounter a message telling you to try back later if we reach our maximum 

number of users. 

For Faculty:  
Credo Infolit Modules 
 

Looking for a quick way to introduce 

information literacy concepts to your 

students? We’ve got you covered with 

Credo InfoLit Modules.  

 

Plough Library has over 60 on-demand 

activities (videos, short tutorials, and 

quizzes) available for you to use.  

 

Topics include choosing a topic, search 

strategies, citing sources, and so much 

more. They are easily integrated into 

your Moodle courses but can be de-

ployed outside of Moodle as well. 

 

For more information, see our Faculty 

Guide at https://libguides.cbu.edu/

infolit. 

 

Questions? Contact Deborah Babb at 

dbabb@cbu.edu or (901) 321-3433. 
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LexisNexis Academic is 
now Nexis Uni 
 
Deborah Babb, Electronic Services Librarian 
(901) 321-3433 · dbabb@cbu.edu 
 

Over the summer, LexisNexis Academic 

was replaced by Nexis Uni. Designed to 

enable quick discovery across all content 

types, Nexis Uni has a whole new look and 

feel. New features include personalized 

discipline pages (for those who set up indi-

vidual profiles) and a collaborative work-

space for group assignments. 

While LexisNexis Academic has been re-

tired, the content offered in Nexis Uni is 

largely the same as LexisNexis Academic. 

Initially, there are a few source categories 

that are NOT available in Nexis Uni. How-

ever, you will gain access to some new 

sources, such as expanded congressional 

materials (Congressional Quarterly), addi-

tional business sources, federal regulatory 

content, and new international news 

sources. Overall, you can expect the same 

comprehensive news, business and legal 

information. 

Note to Faculty: if you have assignments 

with specific instructions or links relating 

to LexisNexis Academic, you will have to 

update those assignments. Please contact 

the library if you need assistance. 

New England Journal of 
Medicine 
 

In support of CBU's Physician Assistant 

program, Plough Library now has an 

online subscription to The New England 

Journal of Medicine (NEJM) for all  

articles from 1990 to present. 

Best known for publishing research, 

NEJM can be used to guide clinicians 

through the evolving medical landscape 

and helps young physicians enhance 

their diagnostic skills. 

At the NEJM site, you’ll also find these 

features: 

 Quick Take video animations – two-

minute summaries of key findings 

 Procedural videos – covering nearly 

60 topics 

 Interactive Medical Cases – virtually 

manage an actual peer-reviewed case 

 Hundreds of medical images available 

for download 

 Image Challenge – weekly image quiz 

Test Prep & Language  
Databases from TEL 
 

The Tennessee Electronic Library (TEL) 

provides free databases to all Tennessee 

residents. Plough Library links to the col-

lege-level TEL databases on our website. 

Here are two recent additions. 

 

TEST PREP 
LearningExpress Library was replaced by 

Testing & Education Reference Center 

(TERC). In order to use the practice tests 

or résumé functions, TERC requires users 

to sign up for a free account with a user 

name and password. (If you formerly 

used LearningExpress Library, your login 

will not transfer over to TERC. You will 

need to crate a new login.) 

 

TERC offers 

resources for 

standardized 

test prepara-

tion, finding tuition assistance, and ex-

ploring careers. It includes practice tests 

for entrance exams, certifications, and 

licensing exams. Graduate entrance exam 

preparation is available for the GMAT, 

GRE, LSAT, MCAT, and Miller Analogies 

(MAT). TERC also has test prep for teach-

er exams like the Praxis Core and Praxis 

II. 

 

LANGUAGE LEARNING 

Transparent  

Language Online offers 

resources for learning 

100+ languages (plus 

ESL materials for native 

speakers of 26+ languages). To use  

Transparent Language Online, you will 

need to create a free account. 

 

 Alphabet Courses: Full-length alpha-

bet courses for 18+ languages to famil-

iarize you with new writing systems. 

 

 Essentials Courses: 30+ lessons of fun-

damentals, including meeting and 

greeting, expressing wants and needs, 

planning for a trip, dealing with mon-

ey, asking for help, and beyond. 

 

 Supplemental Vocabulary: interactive 

activities that build all four core lan-

guage skills: listening, speaking, read-

ing, and writing.  
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New Books at Plough Library 
Julie Gilmore, Technical Services Librarian 
(901) 321-4354 · jgilmore@cbu.edu 
 

Summer is over, so put away the beach reads and pick up something a little heavier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death in the Air:  The True Story of a Serial 

Killer, the Great London Smog, and the 

Strangling of a City 

Kate Winkler Dawson 

Call Number: New Books 364.152 D39 2017  

Pollution is a killer and so was John Reginald 

Christie.  Find out what they have in  

common! 

The Long Hangover: Putin's New Russia  

and the Ghosts of the Past 

Shaun Walker 

Call Number: New Books 947.086 W35 2018  

Russia is constantly in the news and is  

either our enemy or our ally. This book may 

help you better understand Russia and 

where we stand. 

Prairie Fires 

Caroline Fraser  

Call Number: New Books 813.52 F73 2017  

Wilder is known to most of us because of 

Little House on the Prairie.  This is the truth be-

hind her story and a lot of American  

history to boot.   

The Evangelicals:  The Struggle to Shape 

America 

Frances Fitzgerald 

Call Number: New Books 277.3 F58 2017    

Religion has shaped America since day one.  

Find out why and how Evangelical  

Protestantism impacts our lives today. 

Grant 

Ron Chernow  

Call Number: New Books 973.8 C44 2017  

Chernow’s previous book inspired  

Hamilton. Is this Broadway’s next big hit? 

1917: Lenin, Wilson, and the Birth of the 

New World Disorder 

Robert Kirkman and Charlie Adler 

Call Number: New Books 940.3 H47 2017  

What changed in the world in 1917?   

Apparently, everything.  

CONTACT US 
phone: (901) 321-3432  

email: library@cbu.edu  

website: www.cbu.edu/library 

 

Twitter/Instagram: @CBUPloughLib 

Facebook: /ploughlibrary 

 

The Same Page is Plough Library’s 

newsletter, published in the spring 

and fall terms. 

LIBRARY & GALLERY HOURS 
Mon-Thurs: 7:45 a.m. - 11 p.m. 

Friday:  7:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Saturday:  12 p.m .- 4 p.m. 

Sunday:  1 p.m. - 11 p.m. 

Hours vary during  

holidays & breaks. 
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