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 It certainly has been a full year and with it coming to a close, in this issue, we share with 
you highlights of two full semesters of Faith, fulfillment in the academic arena, friendships 
and fun. 
   We spotlight one of the major highlights of this year, our first Eucharistic Procession held 
in November, closing the Church’s “Year of Mercy.” Many of us had never even seen a 
Eucharistic Procession, much less been involved with one. It was truly a special experience 
for all and brought us together, once again, as a family as we worshipped the Lord.
   Please be sure to read about it in Sister Rita Marie’s article in “About Our Faith.” This 
section, particularly, with all the wonderful spiritual news included in it, exemplifies what 
makes SBA unique, not only in education in general, but also in Christian education. How 

many schools can boast of having a Eucharistic Procession?
   Please read this issue thoroughly. You don’t want to miss out on all the great things happening! 
   
   God Bless,
   Sharon Masterson, Director of Communications and Sports Information

FROM THE EDITOR
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   Dear SBA Friends and Families,

   It is hard to believe it is almost time to send another group of Eagles from “#thenest” 
on to the next leg of their journey. This year’s class of 2017 is a great class and will be 
missed. They are not only great students, but more importantly, they are great people. 
They have stepped up and provided the leadership the underclassmen at school needed 
and have been great examples – well, except for the crowd surfing at the Talent Show. 
They tell me they were just overcome with pride for all their classmates who performed, 
but I’m not buying that one!
   If you live in the Memphis area, I hope you were able to see two of our students fea-
tured on a local Memphis morning show a few weeks ago. If not, you can find the link to 
the show on our school Facebook page. The two young men featured, Ray Wynne and 
Ricky Carrasco, are just two examples of why we are so proud of the Class of 2017.
   St. Benedict is blessed to have the Dominicans from St. Cecilia on our faculty. Many will 
remember that these Sisters were with us from Day 1 at St. Benedict. One of our current Sisters, Sister Rita Marie, O. P.,
offered a “Pray at SBA Prayer Group” each Monday for all interested parents, grandparents, friends, etc. This group prayed 
for each student, faculty and staff by name. Each week, Sister also would have a topic of conversation to discuss. One week 
the topic was how we as parents, teachers, friends can pray for and lead our children as they navigate their way through life 
which is now so technology-oriented. Technology is not a bad thing at all, but teaching our children to be responsible digital 
citizens is a struggle. Sister challenged all of us in 
attendance to spend some time and think about how we ourselves are using technology.  She ended the prayer group 
discussion on this morning asking us to spend some quiet time each day with God – to pray, to listen, to just be still and allow 
God to speak to us. I will admit that at times, even for me, it is a struggle – to calm my mind, to silence the gadgets and just 
spend time with God and listen.  Sister mentioned that it might be beneficial to our students to experience some quiet time 
each day at school. So during Lent, after our morning prayer, we had a moment of quiet/silence that we called, “our Lenten 
check-in” – based on Psalms 46:10. It was just for a minute, but many of the students expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity to be able to spend just a little quiet time each day in reflection with God. It is our hope that by starting this 
“Lenten check-in” this quiet time will continue in each of their lives as a daily “check-in.” A time to “be still and know God”.
   In closing, please keep St. Benedict in your daily prayers as we continue our ministry. And, know that we remember all the 
St. Benedict family in our school prayers.

   In Christ,
   Sondra Morris, Principal
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DEVELOPMENT

2016-17 Board of Advisors
(from left) Jon Bascom, Chris Newbern, Dr. John 
Hyden (’93), Dr. Wanda Winette, Principal Sondra 
Morris, Reverend Robert Marshall, Adrienne LeBlanc, 
Patty Neuhoff, Chad Harrell (Chair). Inset – Reverend 
Monsignor Peter Buchignani, Kathy Scherer, Andy 
Wise, Dana Capocaccia.

Denim & Diamonds sparkled into the night

      The annual Fashion Show extravaganza featured fashion, jewelry 
   accessories, make-up and a wonderful variety of items. Our 

   ever-ready Emcee Andy Wise provided the best in announcing the fashions          
   and handing out the prizes to excited winners. This was Andy’s last year as     

   our emcee as his last child, Austin, will be graduating from SBA. We 
   appreciate all of Andy’s continued support for this effort, Advisory Board        

   service and help with Admissions talks. He has truly been an Eagle, always  
   willing to soar for the cause! He was presented an SBA baseball jersey as a     

   parting thank you gift, bringing a speck of a tear to his eyes!

   We are proud to announce that our faculty and staff have 100% participation in this year’s annual drive campaign. 
There is still time for our friends and family to get on board and help make it 100% from all. Please use the enclosed 
envelope and join with us to make this the best year for our Annual Fund!

 It’s been a great year with a lot of planning and support 
from our Advisory Board, who volunteer their time on 
behalf of all our students and SBA. 
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ABOUT OUR FAITH

                                      Pope Francis 
proclaimed a 
Holy Year of 
Mercy  
beginning  
December 
8, 2015, and 
ending  
November 

20, 2016. Holy Years, also known 
as Years of Jubilee, have been  
proclaimed throughout the Church 
for various reasons, depending on 
the needs of the time. I think we 
can all agree that mercy is one  
attribute that our world needs 
greatly. It is also one of God’s  
attributes that has not always 

been emphasized or even  
understood. How would we live 
our day to day lives differently if 
we were really, deeply aware of 
the Lord’s constant offer of mercy, 
of His attention, compassion and 
grace at every moment?  
Wanting to highlight the  
importance of mercy in our lives, 
the Saint Benedict community  
celebrated the closing of the Year 
of Mercy with a Eucharistic 
procession through the school. A 
procession is sometimes referred 
to as a “poor person’s pilgrimage.” 
When Christians can’t afford to 
take a trip to a distant holy place 
to express their devotion (as we 

would have loved to do with the 
whole student body!), they have a 
procession! We have processions 
to remind ourselves that our  
Christian life is a constant  
movement toward God and our 
eternal home. We are after all a 
pilgrim people. As one priest puts 
it, a procession “is the function 
of love, for it is the timid, happy, 
heartfelt, venturous use of our 
right to be familiar with Him,” 
where we ask Him to walk with 
us and bless us in every effort we 
make. On November 17th, as our 
students and teachers lined the 
hallways at the beginning of 8th 
period, there was an air of  

Eucharistic Procession closes year of Mercy
By Sister Rita Marie, O.P., SBA Theology
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anticipation throughout the school 
of the event about to take place. 
Some students held candles. Many 
more held prayer intentions they 
had written on pieces of paper. 
As the procession passed through 
each hallway, students walking 
behind the Blessed Sacrament 
sang songs, collected the prayer 
intentions in baskets, and took in 
the reality of God coming to dwell 
among us and make His mercy 
known. The procession ended 
outside by the rotunda with 
Benediction, and lasted about 
30 minutes in all. Yet its effects 
are still being felt throughout the 
school, as we continue to seek 
God’s mercy for ourselves and our 
loved ones. The reality of God’s 
mercy is not something that is 
reserved for a Year of Jubilee, 

but rather is manifested in each 
moment of our day. We pray that 
we can continue to find ways to 
make God’s mercy known through 

our words and actions, and that 
our lives may be a reflection of 
the merciful face of our Heavenly 
Father.

   Well guys, we are officially 
juniors, and I hope everyone is 
excited to be back, LOL!! We made 
it through the first day, guys!! I am 
assuming that everyone knows me 

by now, but to the new juniors, I 
am Tyraun (Ty) Stripling, your class 
Chaplain. I wanted to start off this 
school year with Scripture and 
Prayer. I hope that you read this 
scripture and pray this prayer so 
that we can have a very successful 
school year, and be on one accord.
Scripture: “He give power to the 
faint, abundant strength to the 
weak. Though young men faint and 
grow weary, and youths stagger 
and fall, they that hope in the 
LORD will renew their strength, 
they will soar on eagles’ wings; 
They will run and not grow weary, 
walk and not grow faint.” Isaiah 

40:29-31. Prayer: Lord Jesus, we 
ask for Your help as we begin this 
new school year. Allow us to  
experience Your presence in the 
many blessings You put before us. 
Open our eyes to the new chal-
lenges and exciting opportunities 
that this new school year brings. 
Open our hearts and minds to new 
friends and new teachers. Give us 
a generous spirit to be enthusiastic 
with our studies and courage to 
accept new opportunities. Forgive 
us, God, from any sins that we 
have committed, whether it be sins 
of commission or sins of omission. 
We ask that You help us through

Tyraun Stripling, Junior Class Chaplain, offered this 
reflection and prayer for his classmates upon return 
to school in August!

Junior chaplain welcomes his class back to 
school with reflection and prayer

ABOUT OUR FAITH
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out the entire year, God, not only 
in our academics, but also in our 
sports and extra-curricular  
activities. Lord Jesus, bless our 
coming in and bless our going out. 
We ask that You touch the entire 
Junior Class, draw us closer to You. 
Bless our Principal, Assistant  
Principals, Deans, Counselors, 

Teachers, Faculty and Staff here. 
God, we ask that You touch us 
when we take our standardized 
test this year, open doors that are 
closed, send down Your blessings. 
God, we ask that You give us Your 
Agape love, help us to be a sign, 
a witness, a Gospel spreader to 
share the goodness of You. Lord, 

we ask for Your help, keep Your  
angels encamped around us. Help 
us to be attentive to one another 
and let us experience Your  
presence in our new friends. Jesus, 
inspire us to do our best this year! 
We can, and only with You. Amen!

    Tragedy and misfortune are all 
around us. In today’s world of 
instant communication and  
notifications on our phones and 
computers, sometimes it feels like 
tragedy is all we see. I  
recently read a quote from a man 
who said when he was young he 
would watch the news with his 
mother and whenever a major 
tragedy would make the news she 
would always remind him: “Look 
for the ones who are helping. 
There will always be people  
helping.” That motherly advice 
really stood out to me. It allowed 
me to focus on the positives, it 
helped me to accept the fact that 
our country will see bad times but 
the true goodness in people will 

always outshine evil in the end.
   I cannot help but remember 
that mother’s words when I heard 
about one of my students, Adam 
Butler. Adam is a senior at St. 
Benedict at Auburndale and on 
August 25th, he came to school for 
a half day, finished his work and 
drove five hours south to Baton 
Rouge, on his own, as a high school 
kid, ignoring talk about weekend 
plans and the excitement over 
Friday night football. His mission 
was bigger than those things, he 
wanted to help. He didn’t want 
recognition, he didn’t go on behalf 
of his parents, he wouldn’t have 
even told me if I didn’t ask about 
his plans for the weekend. Adam 
simply felt compelled and  
obligated to help those in need  
of relief after the flooding  
in Louisiana. 
   Adam is an exceptional person 
with goodness instilled in him and 
he is at a school that welcomes 
that goodness and does an  
excellent job at promoting it. The 
same school that collects  
thousands of dollars a year for 
charity and consistently answers 
the call of food banks to donate 
to those in need. The same school 

who attends the March for Life 
every year in DC to defend those 
who can’t defend themselves. It is 
also the same school that offered 
free tuition and books to Katrina 
refugees 11 years ago. The same 
school who allowed me to meet 
my future wife, a young girl who 
lost everything during Katrina but 
came to Memphis and eventually 
found everything that she needed 
at SBA, through God’s  
mysterious plan. 
   This is what Catholic Education is 
all about! Our goal as teachers is to 
foster a sense of  
responsibility in our students. 
Responsibility for themselves, 
but also for their neighbors, most 
importantly those in need. As a 
social studies teacher, it is my job 
to evolve my students into  
contributing members of society 
and to encourage them to use 
their morals in order to make 
our country a better place. Adam 
answered that call and he proved 
to us that a mother’s words are 
always right: “There will always be 
people helping”. 

Mr. Valle wrote this about his 
student in September.

SBA senior gives up long weekend to help others
By Philip Valle (SBA ’05), former SBA History teacher
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World Youth Day 2016:  The after effect
By John Angotti

    I have been involved with three 
world youth days: Sydney, Madrid, 
and now Krakow. This one had 
more meaning for me for a couple 
of reasons. One, the catechetical 
sessions that I was involved with 
on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday were amazing because of 
the cultural experience of Polish 
people and their hospitality and 
faith. The first two days were in 
villages outside of Krakow and 
Friday was in downtown Krakow in 
a church that was built in the 14th 
century and where St. Pope John 
Paul II was a parish priest. What 
was unique was the  
diversity of cultures, yet the unity 
in Christ. People from various 
countries gathered in these  
locations to learn from Cardinals 
and Bishops of the beauty of the 
Catholic faith and what it meant to 
them and how it is to be relevant 
in the world today. 
   The beauty of Poland and its 
history was revealed in each 
location combined with the 
diverse cultures present at each 
session was a sign for me of God 
present beyond any thoughts or 
singular ideas, but God who has 
been and always shall be with all 
the world.  It showed me that, in 
order for us, as a human race, to 
accomplish great things, we must 
see each other as the Body of 
Christ not as many individuals but 
as one community. This gathering 
of so many was truly a universal 
event, a catholic event, where 

millions gathered for one reason, 
JESUS. It is Jesus who unites us 
and calls the world to gather as 
one in love and faith, in mercy and 
justice for the poor and all those 
who suffer. 
   The second reason was because 
the large gatherings were a sign 
of what I feel Jesus meant by, “Go 
out to all the nations and bring a 
message of joy, mercy, 
forgiveness and compassion 
through our lives”. Two million 
people gathered and there was 
no violence, no acts of crime, 
no one malice to another group, 
total respect and dignity given to 
each even in the massive crowds. 
Nowhere on earth is there such 
an event for peace. The witness is 
what is needed in a world that is 
having a faith crisis. I say this and 
have felt this way for many years 
because of the conversations I’ve 
had over the years with young 
people and because of the Friday 
session at WYD with Bishop 
Caggiano. He asked the 1500 
young people present how many 
of them had friends who didn’t 
believe in God, 99% raised their 
hands. This gathering revealed 
that we should live like the two 
million who gathered at WYD. If 
we believe in God then we need to 
become living signs of peace and 
mercy in our lives. Not because we 
can prove it but because we just 
know and feel it. So many don’t 
believe in God because if its just 
about following rules and 

doctrines and the image we’ve 
created of God is someone who 
looks and acts like us, well that 
image isn’t of God it is of 
ourselves. But this WYD 
gathering was different because 
I saw the ineffable God. The God 
who is beyond my thoughts and 
imagination because how can I 
imagine a God who could love all 
those millions of people equally? 
I can’t! But, what I witnessed was 
one body with many faces from 
many places with different ideas 
and languages and cultures all 
meshed into one in the name  
of JESUS.  
   Pope John Paul II created World 
Youth Day so the world will come 
to encounter the living Jesus,the 
living God through us as we  
awaken the world to the truth that 
all of life is a gift. From conception 
to death we have been loved and 
are called to unite and gather in 
this love to receive the grace given 
from the sacraments so we can go 
forth to bring the good news of 
God’s mercy to the whole world.

ABOUT OUR FAITH
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This past summer my brother, 
sister and I travelled with thirty 
other pilgrims from all around 
the Memphis area and beyond to 
Krakow, Poland, the destination 
for World Youth Day 2016. World 
Youth Day was established in 1986 
by St. John Paul II to encourage 
Catholic youth across the globe to 
take part in their faith as servants 
of the Lord. This year’s World 
Youth Day was the 14th of its kind, 
but the first for my sister and me, 
and the third for our brother, Trey 
(SBA ’13). It was the biggest party I 
have ever been to. And everybody 
knows “there ain’t no party like a 
Catholic party!”
   Coming from a town that is 
roughly 3% Catholic, travelling to 
Poland was a big change, 
considering 97% of the whole 
country is Catholic. The city of 
Krakow holds about 130 church-
es and cathedrals. Of course, we 
didn’t get to see all of them, but 
we did see their only Cathedral at 
Wawel Castle, and the chapel 
holding the Divine Mercy Painting. 
But before the party even started, 
we were able to visit the 
Monastery of Czestochowa, which 
houses the Image of the Black 
Madonna, the Patron and Mother 

of Poland. 
   We also had the 
pleasure of 
visiting Wadowice, 
the birthplace and 
childhood home 
of St. John Paul 
the Great. It was 

amazing to see all the statues they 
made in his honor. Yet, what was 
even more breath-taking was the 
enthusiasm of the whole country 
of Poland upon our arrival. They 
were genuinely excited to host this 
year’s World Youth Day. You could 
feel the excitement in the air. But 
the real party didn’t start until 
Tuesday, July 26 – the 
opening Mass for World Youth Day. 
The amount of people present was 
unbelievable – over 200,000 youth 
pilgrims celebrating Mass 
together! 
   Our group was able to meet 
other Catholics from around the 
world, including Japan, China, 
Argentina, Brazil, France, Africa, 
Australia and many more! Seeing 
all this vigor in Faith from other 
people my age brought joy to 
my heart.
   July 27th was spent at the 
Tauron Arena in Krakow, where my 
group participated in Catechesis – 
a series of talks by many 
different people on Mercy, the 
theme of WYD 2016. We got to 
hear talks by Cardinal O’Malley of 
Boston and Chris Steffanick. The 
music, to my group’s great 
surprise, was provided by our one 
and only John Angotti!
   The party started getting good 

on July 28th with the arrival of our 
beloved Pope Francis to Krakow. 
Our group had the amazing
opportunity to see him from about 
six feet away! After his procession, 
he formally welcomed us to World 
Youth Day, and he spoke to us 
about this year’s theme – “Bless-
ed are the Merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy.” His words were 
powerful to the entire crowd, and 
everyone was overjoyed on seeing 
the Pope.
   July 29th hosted the second day 
of Catechesis at the Tauron Arena, 
where we heard even more talks 
on different subjects, such as the 
life of St. Maximillian Kolbe and the 
virtue of chastity. After Catechesis 
our group attended the Stations 
of the Cross. For each Station, the 
different station groups performed 
their own interpretations of the 
Passion of Christ. Afterwards we all 
packed up our bags in preparation 
of the days to come – the Vigil, 
Eucharistic Adoration and the Holy 
Mass with Pope Francis.
   Prior to journeying to the site of 
the Vigil, many English speakers 
met once again at the Tauron  
Arena for the “all-American” Mass 
with Cardinal O’Malley and all the 
other bishops present from Amer-
ica. And once we began our trek 
to the Vigil, it would be a very long 
time before our group would ar-
rive. It took my small group of five 
around four or five hours to arrive 
at the sight, but it

World Youth Day, 2016
By Erin Haff, Class of 2018
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took even longer for the rest of the 
group. Once we were all there, we 
set up our camp, a small space on 
the ground in our section, and the 
night grew chilly as we all slept. 
But the Eucharistic Adoration was 
moving, and everyone had received 
candles. The sight was breath-tak-
ing! And, after a hard night, we 
awoke for the Holy Mass, feeling 

tired and dirty. The Mass was 
wonderful, yet the heat was 
anything but. 
   My most favored part of the Mass 
was after Communion, when Pope 
Francis and Bishop Stanisław of 
Krakow sent the youth out into the 
world with the announcement of 
the next WYD – Panama in 2019 
– and a final blessing. What was 

really powerful about the blessing 
was that the Pope, the direct 
descendant of St. Peter, had given 
us a duty to be agents of God’s 
Divine Mercy to all the world, 
even as it is in a broken state. 
Pope Francis reminded us that 
our pilgrimage is not over once 
we return home, but is merely a 
start to our life in Christ.

   For my second semester service 
hours that I completed, I went to 
the spiritually moving March for 
Life. 
   The March for Life is in 
Washington D.C. While there I 
participated in youth events and 
rallies that stand for life and its 
most vulnerable, a baby in the 
womb. 
   At the March for Life, one quickly 
realizes that it is not a “trip,” but 
rather a pilgrimage. The journeying 

of myself and thousands of others 
to our Nation’s Capital is a 
Pilgrimage, for it is not a 
sightseeing, or leisurely trip. For 
three days straight we were 
hustling and bustling from place to 
place, in support of life. The 
Pilgrimage included a stop at 
Arlington National Cemetery, where 
we visited the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, then we went to 
the Vigil Mass for Life in the Basilica 
of the Immaculate Conception. The 
Basilica is the largest cathedral in 
the United States, and held 
thousands of people during the 
Vigil Mass, that I attended. 
   After that, day one is in the 
books. At this point I began to await 
the March for Life Rally/Mass and 
March that followed the  
next morning. 
   In the Morning, after a good 
five-hour sleep on a gymnasium 
floor, we went to Mass along with 
20,000 other youth in a huge arena. 
After that moving experience, we 
began the reason for the whole 

trip, the March for Life. However, 
before the march begins, we were 
privileged to hear Vice President, 
Mike Pence speak to us about the 
importance of keeping each 
individual life. After his  
powerful speech, we continued 
to the March for Life. The march 
is about a two-hour procession 
from the Washington Monument 
to the Supreme Court House 
Building, up Constitutional  
Avenue.

We March for Life

2nd Period Theology 1 March for Life 
By Philip Speering

ABOUT OUR FAITH
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Holy Week at SBA
   The most solemn time of year in the Church is Holy Week. While SBA does not hold classes on Good Friday 
and most of Holy Thursday, we do set aside a time to recall what the week means to the faithful with the 
Stations of the Cross. As is our tradition on Wednesday of Holy Week, each Theology class held Stations of the 
Cross in the Chapel. 

“We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You;
because by Your Holy Cross You have redeemed the world!”

   The experience is overall underrated, it is extremely 
motivational, eye-opening, special, sacred and 
empowering. The reason for it being such an amazing 
experience is that, I was able to understand more 
fully how important life is, not just to me, but to 

thousands of other people in the world, mainly youth. 
   I loved this pilgrimage and cannot wait until that 
time comes around next year. WE ARE THE PRO-LIFE 
GENERATION, and we must not let anyone take away 
the most vulnerable in our society.
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† In Memoriam
The faculty, staff and students of St. Benedict at Auburndale offer our most sincere condolences to all those 
families who have lost loved ones. We remember them and all our dearly beloved in our daily prayers and 
Masses. 

Judy Alexander Winkler, 65, mother of Megan Alexander (’03) and long-time SBA volunteer and supporter, 
passed away on March 8, 2017.
Mike Armstrong, 57, father of SBA IT staff member Silas Armstrong (’06) and Peter (’10), passed away on 
March 27, 2017. 
Lam Bach, 51, father of Matthew Bach (’19), passed away on April 15, 2017.
Imani Reneé Bridgeforth, 14, sister of Micah Bridgeforth (’17), passed away on January 4, 2017.
Mary Dote, 26, sister of Amber Dote (’17), passed away on December 28, 2016.
Alan Evans, 76, father of Alex and Allie Evans (Class of 2015), passed away on March 30, 2017.

Sister Helen Marie Glaser, O.P., 58, former Assistant Principal of St. Benedict at Auburndale 
Lower and Middle Schools, passed away on November 26, 2016.
It is with great sadness that we relate the passing of Sister Helen Marie. As you may  
remember, in the early years of St. Benedict (1991-93), Sister served as Assistant Principal of 
what was then the St. Benedict Lower & Middle School. She always kept SBA in her heart and 
prayers, visiting as often as she could. She was elated when she learned that the Sisters of St. 
Cecilia Community were returning to SBA to teach. Sister Helen Marie-a true SBA Eagle!

Elaine and Freddy Grisham, 69 and 70, step mom and father of Russ Grisham (‘98), passed away on November 
17 and November 23, 2016.
James Herbers, 49, father of Ashley (‘18) and Erin (‘20), passed away on October 15, 2016.
Richard Keith, 78, husband of Sandra Keith, former SBA Business Officer, passed away on March 10, 2017.
Sid Kraker, 24, brother of Marie Kraker (’17), passed away on November 27, 2016.
 

Joe Merrill, 17, class of 2018, brother of Tommy (’15), 
passed away on January 31, 2017.

Suzanne Sawyer Mayhan, 47, Auburndale class of 1988, passed away on April 13, 2017.
David Schwab, 57, father of Andrew (’11) and Alexis (’15), passed away on April 14, 2017.
Nancy Morris, 78, mother-in-law of Principal Sondra Morris, passed away on February 3, 2017.
Chris Smith, 47, father of Lydia Smith (’16), passed away on February 20, 2017.
Desireé Vasquez, 54, mother of Aaron Vasquez (’11-deceased) and Annelise (’13) passed away on 
January 4, 2017.
Jamie Ziebarth, 37, brother of Piper Ziebarth (‘15), passed away on December 9, 2016.

ABOUT OUR FAITH
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      St. Benedict at Auburndale High School Principal 
Sondra Morris has proudly announced the school’s 2017 
valedictorian and salutatorian. 

   The 2017 Valedictorian, with the highest cumulative grade 
point average, is Ray Wynne.
  
   Ray has had a successful high school career, with  
memberships in the National Honor Society, the Science 
National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor  
Society, Rho Kappa History Honor Society and the Nation-
al Latin Honor Society. He is an AP Scholar with Honors, a 
Magna Cum Laude Silver Medal and Summa Cum Laude 
Gold Medal recipient from the National Latin Test. He has 
achieved highest averages in AP Psychology, Honors English 
II and Honor Physics. He placed second in the Tennessee 
Math Teachers Association Competition and is a member 
of the ACT 30 Plus Club. He has achieved a score of “5” on 
three AP exams and is graduating with 11 AP courses and 

two dual enrollment courses. Ray is a gifted athlete, as well. 
He has been a member of the cross country, swim and water 
polo teams for four years. He has served as captain and has 
received MVP awards for all the teams and a 3-sport “Iron 
Eagle” award recipient. He led his water polo team to the 
State Championship in 2015 and was named State MVP for 
two years. He is a Best of the Preps athlete. Ray also is a 
Student Ambassador and a member of the Knowledge Bowl 
and Mock Trial teams. 
   Ray has received offers of ROTC Scholarships from both 
the Navy and Air Force. He has been accepted to Columbia, 
Harvard, MIT, Princeton and Yale. He has decided to attend 

MIT on an Air Force ROTC Scholarship and plans to have a 
double major in math and physics to one day become an 
astronaut. 
   Ray is the son of Rosemary and Ray Wynne of Bartlett. 

The 2017 Salutatorian, with the second highest GPA, is 
Ricardo (Ricky) Carrasco. 
    
   Ricky recently accepted an appointment to the United 
States Naval Academy Class of 2021.    
   Ricky is a National Merit Finalist and a AP Scholar. He has 
received Excellence Awards in AP Chemistry, AP US History, 
Pre-Calculus Honors and Spanish II Honors. In addition, 
he has received highest average recognition in many of 
his courses. He has been tapped for membership in the 
National Honor Society, Science National Honor Society, 
National Spanish Honor Society and Mu Alpha Theta. He is 
a member of the ACT 30 Plus Club. Ricky was awarded the 
Remmert Memorial Scholarship his junior year. Carrasco is 
active in a variety of clubs and extracurricular activities. He 
is an Honor Council Member, a Student Retreat Leader and 
Student Ambassador and has served as Co-President of the 
St.Jude Club for two years. He served as Class  
President his freshman year. He is senior class  
chaplain and captain of the Eagles football team. 
Ricky, a three-sport athlete, played football,  
basketball and track for all four years of high school, 

As a part of the SBA Writers Group, Ray worked with St. Francis English 
students during the year preparing them in the art of writing.

Ricky Carrasco was presented the Navel Academy “Certificate of Accom-
plishment” by Alum parent Shannon Schuhlein, a Blue and Gold Officer 
for the Academy. 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian named

HEADLINE NEWS
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earning him the school’s “Iron Eagle” 3-Sport Award. 
He was a finalist for the prestigious Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes “Bull Bramlett” Award for football 
and has been named a Memphis Chapter of the  
National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame 
Scholar-Athlete. He is a Best of the Preps athlete.
   Ricky plans to study computer science to use in his 
chosen career as an aviator. He is the son of Maureen 
and Richard Carrasco of Germantown.
   Both students are products of Diocese of Memphis 
Catholic education. Before coming to St. Benedict 
High School, a Diocesan school, Ray attended St. Ann 
Elementary School in Bartlett and Ricky attended St. 
Francis of Assisi School in Cordova.
   Director of Academics Dr. Beth Fischer said of the 
two scholars, “I am thrilled that such deserving young 
men have earned the top academic honors at 
St. Benedict this year. 

   Ray Wynne, our Valedictorian, has a superb mind 
and an excellent work ethic. He has excelled in the 
classroom, in athletics and in community service. He 
is well respected by his school mates. He will perform 
well at MIT. They will be grateful beyond compare and 
the Air Force following college will benefit from his 
drive and vision. 
   Ricky Carrasco, our Salutatorian, has the heart and 
spirit to match his mind. His drive and tenacity in the 
classroom and on the field and court has made him a 
leader among his peers. His service to his school and 
community is second to none. He will be a 
tremendous asset to the very prestigious Naval 
Academy. 
   I look forward to the ceilings these two students will 
burst through as they accomplish every goal they set 
and then some.”

These two extraordinary students and  
Principal Sondra Morris recently appeared 
on WANT-TV “Local Memphis Live” with 
host Amy Speropoulos sharing their  
accomplishments and how SBA has  
provided them the avenue to reach such 
great heights.

The Carrasco family (from left) and 
the Wynne family gather following an  
all-school announcement of Ricky and 
Ray’s achievements.

HEADLINE NEWS
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     St. Benedict, through the efforts of Social Studies 
Chair Jim Epley, has been chosen one of only 
approximately 1,000 schools worldwide to 
implement AP Capstone™—an innovative diploma 
program that allows students to develop the skills 
that matter most for college success: research, 
collaboration and communication. The program 
consists of two courses taken in sequence: AP 
Seminar and AP Research. Developed in direct 
response to feedback from higher education faculty 
and college admission officers, AP Capstone 
complements the in-depth, subject-specific study of 
other Advanced Placement® courses and exams. 

   Students who earn scores of 3 or higher on AP 
Seminar and AP Research assessments and on four 
additional AP Exams of their choosing will earn the AP 
Capstone Diploma™. This signifies their outstanding 
academic achievement and attainment of college- 
level academic and research skills. Students who earn 
scores of 3 or higher on both AP Seminar and AP  
Research assessments only (but not on four  
additional AP Exams) will earn the AP Seminar and 
Research Certificate™. 

   Other schools from Tennessee currently in the 
program are: 
• Franklin Road Academy – Nashville, TN
• Hardin Valley Academy – Knoxville, TN
• Hillwood Comprehensive High School – 
             Nashville, TN
• Houston High School – Germantown, TN
• Hume-Fogg Academic High School – 
             Nashville, TN
• Maryville High School – Maryville, TN
• White Station High School – Memphis, TN

St. Benedict will start AP Seminar in the fall of 2017. 
Upon the announcement, SBA Principal Sondra Morris 

said, “This innovative program gets a broader, more 
diverse student population ready for college and 
beyond. The program gives our teachers more leeway 
with curriculum choices so their students can access 
more challenging coursework and sharpen their 
reading and writing skills.”

   Assistant Principal and Academic Dean Dr. Beth 
Fischer remarked, “I am thrilled that the College 
Board has bestowed this honor on St. Benedict. I 
believe that our consistent student success rate of 
over 80% on all the AP courses we offer made a 
significant impact on this distinction to become a 
Capstone school. We have offered 16 Advanced 
Placement courses in English, Mathematics, Science, 
Social Studies, Foreign Language and Fine Arts. In 
addition, considering the last three years, a class 
average of 5 was earned in Physics C: Electricity and 
Magnetism, Calculus BC and Chemistry; a class 
average of at least a 4 was earned in English 
Literature, Psychology, Studio Art, Calculus AB and 
Physics C: Mechanics; a class average of at least a 3 
was earned in English Language, Calculus AB and BC, 
Chemistry, Macroeconomics, Spanish Language, 
Statistics, Government, United States and World 
History. Our Psychology students have consistently 
earned only scores of 4 or 5. In total, over the past

St. Benedict at Auburndale High School Chosen to Participate in the 
Exclusive College Board’s AP Capstone™ Program

Diploma Program Focuses on Inquiry, Research and Writing Skills Crucial for 
College and Career Success

AP Seminar students receive the news first from Academic Dean Dr. 
Beth Fischer and AP Seminar teacher and Social Studies Chair Jim 
Epley about SBA becoming an AP Capstone school.
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    St. Benedict was honored to have the Most  
Reverend Martin D. Holley, D.D. celebrate an  
all-school Mass on February 22. Bishop Holley was  
installed as the fifth Bishop of the Diocese of  
Memphis on October 19th. 

While visiting, Bishop Holley learned that our basket-
ball teams were playing in the first round of the State 
Play-offs the following Friday so he joined “The Nest” 
in support of the Eagles.

three years, we have 32 AP Scholars (earning a score 
of 3 or higher on at least 3 exams), 16 AP Scholars 
with Honors (earning an average of at least 3.25 on 
all exams taken and a 3 on at least four exams), 26 
AP Scholars with Distinction (earning an average of 
at least 3.5 on all exams taken and at least a 3 on five 
exams) and three National AP Scholars (earning an 
average of at least a 4 on all exams taken and a 4 on 

at least eight exams). We are very proud of the 
excellent faculty who work with our students on a 
daily basis to prepare them for admission and success 
at the finest universities. We will continue to  
investigate valuable opportunities for our students 
and bring programs that will advance them in all  
educational fields.” 

His Excellency Bishop Martin D. Holley on Campus

HEADLINE NEWS
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Congratulations are in order
Arts & language

Kara Spencer, Grace Martina and Emily 
Cea  winners at this year’s Copper-Young 
Competition

   Senior Sarah Webster 
won the high school  
division for the “Year of the 
Rooster” contest at Belz 
Museum of Asian and  
Judaic Art!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING 
SCHOLASTIC ART COMPETITION WINNERS - 
Emily Cea: 3 Honorable Mentions, Silver Key
Grace Martin: Honorable Mention
Becca Raburn: Silver Key
Jade Sully: Honorable Mention
Zoe Swick: Silver Key
Chloe Clemente: Honorable Mention
Jessica Visagie: Honorable Mention

   All-Southwest 
Choir selections: 
Carmela Clorina - 
7th Chair Soprano 
2; Erin O’Brien- 5th 
Chair Alto 1; Niki 
Lewis - 23rd Chair 
Sprano 2; Malia 
Sorce - 28th Chair 

Soprano 1; Lauren Hagood - 32nd Chair Alto 1; Somer 
Smith - 8th Chair Soprano 2 and Sydnei Sutton - 30th 
Chair Alto 2.

   In addition to these choir selections, all our freshmen 
who auditioned for the All-West Junior High Choir were 
accepted. They are – Zoie Couch, Josh Hamann, Rachel 
Hosp and Alyssa Williams.

   Niki and Malia proudly 
represented SBA at the 
All-State Choir 
performance at the 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel in 
Nashville in April.

    Congratulations to  
freshman Keegan Dolan and 
sophomore Sam Baker for 
being selected to the 
All-West Band. Keegan was 
selected for percussion and 
Sam for trombone. Some  
beautiful sounds from  
these two!

ACHIEVEMENTS
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   Each year, the 
Memphis Central 
Rotary Club  
honors Catholic 
school students who 
demonstrate strong 
character while 
overcoming major 
obstacles and  
successfully  

managing challenges in their lives. The 2017 SBA honoree 
is sophomore Mary Grace Brewer. Mary Grace was  
honored by the club at their March meeting and received a 
plaque and a check for $1,000. SBA also received a  
certificate acknowledging the student and affirming  
the school.

   In February, 
SBA German 
students  
participated in 
the  
Frühlingsfest 
competition at 
Vanderbilt  

    University in a  
    wide variety of    
    categories. SBA   
    brought home 

the following awards: 3rd in the culture bowl (Mary Rose 
Ornosky, Sydney Bloodworth, Rebecca Elliott, Julia  
Kersting); 1st in video (Sydney Bloodworth, Rebecca Elliott, 
Jessica Morrison, Annie Longoria, Lexie Fletcher and Mary 
Rose Ornosky); 1st in music (Mary Rose Ornosky); 3rd in 
Scavanger Hunt (Rebecca Elliott and Mary Rose Ornosky); 
1st (Julia Kersting) and 3rd in 3-D Art (Mary Rose Ornosky) 
and 1st in Midlength Poetry (Rebecca Elliott).
  These awards are in addition to Sydney Bloodworth’s logo 
design being chosen as the official logo of the competition. 

Some of the German students at Frühlingsfest 
(from left) Sydney Bloodworth, Julia Kersting, 
Mary Rose Ornosky, Rebecca Elliott, Emily  
Whittenberg, and Hollie Brown.

Sydney Bloodworth’s  
outstanding winning logo!

   Senior Maggie Luther placed 1st in 
the SBA Shakespeare Monologue Com-
petition in February and  
represented SBA in the region  
competition. Second and third place 
winners were - freshman Marc Antho-
ny Marconi and junior  
Analyse Capodiferro.

                                                                                             
   Seniors Ricky 
Carrasco and 
Stella Cea have 
been selected 
by the College 
Board for the  
National  
Hispanic  
Recognition  

Program as students in the top 2.5% among Hispanic ad 
Latino PSAT/NMSQT test takers in the region.

   In Wordsmith, senior  
Abigail Nathan was  
recognized for  
attending Wordsmith 
for four years.  
Freshman Olivia  
Garner joined the 
seniors as part of the 

team this year and senior Julia Kersting won second place 
in the 80-word dash and was recognized for attending 
Wordsmith for five years.

   For the second year in a 
row, junior Isabelle Verret 
finished first in the Memphis 
American Chemical Society  
Chemistry Olympiad. She 
advanced to the National 
Olympiad at CBU. Dr. Fisch-
er and Mrs. Morris proudly 
congratulate Isabelle for  
her achievement.

ACHIEVEMENTS
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Eagles make the grade at Language Fair
   Language Fair is held annually 
at the U of M. As usual, SBA was 
well-represented. Winners  
representing German were: 1st 
Place winners- German Crafts: 
Mary Rose Ornosky and  
Annie Longoria; German Poetry 
Level IV: Rebecca Elliott;  
German Video; Level II: Hollie 
Brown and Emily Whittenberg; 
German Video Level III: Shannon 
Kennedy, Julia Kersting, Allison 
Sorette, Erica Messer, Ben  
Montgomery and Luis Perez 
German Video Level IV: Jessica 
Morrison, Sydney Bloodworth, 
Rebecca Elliott, Lexie Fletcher, 
Annie Longoria, and Mary Rose 

Ornosky. 2nd Place: Costume: Sydney Bloodworth; German Music Solo: Mary Rose Ornosky; German Group 
Music: Mary Rose Ornosky, Lexie Fletcher, Rebecca Elliott, Sydney Bloodworth, and Annie Longoria German 
Greeting Cards: Sydney Bloodworth; 3rd Place: German Vocabulary Level IV: Rebecca Elliott; Winners  
representing Spanish were: 1st Place Art - Natalie Jarred; 1st Place Poetry - Lorenz Cabe; 1st Place Greeting 
card - Colleen May; 1st place Vocab quiz 3rd level - Isabelle Verret; 2nd place Music solo - Sarah Hovanec

   The 2016-17 students scoring 
over 30 on the ACT  and joining the  
prestigious 30 Plus Club are -  
Juniors Andrew Barczak, Catherine 
Crowe, Alyssa Denegri, Hannah  
Ellis, Madeline Matheson, Finn  
Mullen, Sophie Scoggins, Isabelle 
Verret, Noelle Ybos; Seniors  
Caroline Allen, Chase Bailey, Scott 
Baxter, Jack Bilbao, Sydney  
Bloodworth, Megan Brown, Abi 
Cambre, Kamryn Carpenter, Ricky 
Carrasco, Stella Cea, Fischer Clarke, 
Rayne Dennis, Lexie Fletcher,  
Brandon Gibson, Abbie Grantham, 
Laura Beth Grissom, LaurenMichele 
Harrell, Sam Incardona, Hayden 
Jones, Annie Longoria, Caitlin McCrory, Hannah Milburn, Jessica Morrison, Michael Neely, Hattie Ruleman, 
McKenna Smith, Allison Sorette, Meghan Tuttle, Sarah Webster, Jacob Williamson, Ray Wynne.

2016-17 30 Plus Club members
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2016-17 STUDENT LEADERS
SGA – President Baylor Bearden, Vice President  
Raphael Guimera, Secretary McKenna Smith, Sergeant 
at Arms Jake Coppedge, Chaplain Ricky Carrasco, IT 
Director Sarah Littlejohn; Senior Class  
Representatives Isabella Giddens, Alyssa Kintanar, 
Mary Rose Ornosky, Nicole Wallis; Junior Class  
Representatives Jack Brannon, Lorenz Cabe, Abby 
Howell, Lauren Williams; Sophomore Class  
Representatives Jordie Balton, Emma Baltz, Zoe Nunn, 
Radha Zalawadia; Freshman Class Representatives 
Caroline Armour, LeResha Gregory
Senior Class – President Betsy Blumenfeld, Vice  
President Emily Sosnowski, Secretary Liz Holliday, 
Treasurer Jade Sully, Chaplain Anna Armour
Junior Class – President Celia Kaplan, Vice President 
Alex Miller, Secretary Abby McGuire, Treasurer Elise 
Giles, Chaplain Ty Stripling, Prom Chairman  
Somer Smith
Sophomore Class – President Alexa Pangonas, Vice 
President Sarah Haskell, Secretary Anna Kate  
Cremerius, Treasurer Matthew Li, Chaplain  
Chris Sanford
Freshman Class – President Dante Carrasco, Vice 
President Max Gore, Secretary Aleix Scott, Treasurer 
Mahir Guron, Chaplin Daniel Franceschini
Ambassadors – Chair Anna Armour Co-Chair Finn 
Mullen; Seniors Caroline Allen, Anna Armour, Chase 
Bailey, Baylor Bearden, Jack Bilbao, Mitchell Bowlin, 
Ashley Cardosi, Ricky Carrasco, Stella Cea, Julianne 
Cordera, Courtney Cremerius, Matthew Fehrenbacher, 
Olivia Forsythe, Elizabeth Goble,  Laura Beth Grissom, 
LaurenMichele Harrell, Hayden Jones, Rachel King, 
Colleen May, Kourtnei Neely, Lauren Neuhoff, Delaney 
Nolan, Erin O’Brien, Mary Rose Ornosky, Nikesh Patel, 
Maribeth Peevy, Sarah Schobel, Anna Schuman,  
Jordan Skorupa, McKenna Smith, Jade Sully, Grace 
Sweat, Natalie Tipton, Nicole Wallis, Jacob  
Williamson, Ray Wynne; Juniors Erin Bargiachi, Cara 
Bascom, Jack Brannon, Katy Brock, Emily Cambre, 
Catalina Carrasco, Ashley Clemente, Sophia Davis, 
Bubba Erwin, Katherine Farler, Nic Ferrante, Elise 
Giles, Caroline Gillenwater, Lily Gleneck, Erin Haff,  
Emily Haff, Juliette Hirsch, McKinley Hollis, Abby 
Howell, John Iovinelli, Katie Lafferty, Diane Madeksho, 
Madeline Matheson, Emily McCulley, Abby McGuire, 
Alex Miller, Katie Morris, Finn Mullen, Jacob Newbern, 
Ruth Simon, Somer Smith, Tyraun Stripling, Phillip 

Tovar, Lauren Williams, Noelle Ybos
Animal Rights Club – President Alexis Rexroat, Vice 
President Kaila Hopkins, Secretary Zoe Swick,  
Treasurer Emma Smith  
Art Club – President Keegan Dolan
Badminton Club – President Sarah Montgomery
Benedicteens/Key Club – President Mary Hannah  
Garner, Vice President Natalie Tipton, Secretary 
Courtney Stephens, Chaplain Laura Beth Grissom
Bridge Builders Leadership Committee – Betsy  
Blumenfeld, Analyse Capodifero
Club St. Jude – Co-Presidents Ricky Carrasco & Sam 
Incardona, Secretary Caroline Allen, Publishing Officer 
Anna Schuman
Ecology Club – President Jessica McClure, Vice  
President Mallory Bloodworth, Secretary Alexis Rex-
roat, Treasurer Keegan Dolan
Engineering/Robotics/STEM Club – President  
Victor Hoang, Co-Vice Presidents Lee Arnold & Lauren 
Hagood, Secretary Chris Chiong Treasurer Madison 
Mayhall
French Club – Co-Presidents Taylor Manning & Ty 
Stripling, Vice President Emily Cambre, 
Secretary/Treasurer Jessica Visage
French National Honor Society – President Hayden 
Stone, Vice President Khamyl Browley,  
Secretary Emma Stone, Treasurer Emily Haff
German Club – Co-Presidents Annie Longoria &  
Jessica Morrison, Secretary Mary Rose Ornosky
German National Honor Society – Co-Presidents  
Sydney Bloodworth & Jessica Morrison, Secretary 
Rebecca Elliott
Global Outreach – President Hannah Milburn, Vice 
President Amelia Shannon, Treasurer Meghan Tuttle
Honor Council – Freshmen Dante Carrasco, Keegan 
Dolan, Rachel Hosp, Jeffery Li, Bella Rawlings, Emma 
Van Epps; Sophomores Karen Benedict, Ian Blaylock, 
Quincy Card, Jack Lee, Emma Sorette, Emma  
Taylor; Juniors Andrew Barczak, Myles Bonner,  
Catalina Carrasco, Elise Giles, Nicole Huber, Tyraun 
Stripling; Seniors Tylan Barr, Ricky Carrasco, Chairman; 
Julia Dugan, Olivia Hall, Sam Incardona, Myah LeFlore 
I Love Japan Club – President Jareth Vandiveer,  
Co-Vice Presidents Zach Crawford & Hayden Stone, 
Sergeant at Arms Lawrence Monisit
Latin Club – President Sarah Webster, Vice President 
Raphael Guimera, Secretary/Treasurer Ray Wynne
Make a Wish – President Courtney Cremerius,  

ACHIEVEMENTS
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Co-Vice Presidents Katherine Farler & Catherine 
Scates, Secretary Khamyl Browley; Communications 
Director Evan Sheppard 
Mu Alpha Theta – President Raphael Guimera, Vice 
President Ray Wynne, Treasurer Sam Incardona,  
Junior Representatives Kyle Buckingham, Isabelle  
Verret, AJ Von Bergen
National Art Honor Society – President Sarah  
Webster, Vice President Grace Martin, Secretary Kara 
Spencer, Treasurer Zoe Swick
National Honor Society – President Grace Sweat, Vice 
President Kourtnei Neely, Secretary Sarah Webster, 
Treasure Meg Brown, Chaplain Lizzy Free
Newspaper, The Eagle’s Eye – Editor in Chief  
Allison Sorette 
Pep Club – President Katelyn Dabney, Vice President 
Betsy Blumenfeld 
Photography Club – President Wesley Wilson
Ping Pong Club – President Andrew Wilkins 
Poetry Club – President Julia Kersting
Random Acts of Kindness – President Jamie  
Brannon, Secretary Molly McDonald, Treasurer Lorenz 
Cabe, Communications Chairs Abby Simpson,  
Annie Wadovick
Rho Kappa – Co-Presidents Abby Cambre &  
Ray Wynne
Science National Honor Society – President  
Ray Wynne

Senior Retreat Leaders – Caroline Allen, Chase Bailey, 
Tylan Barr, Baylor Bearden, Michael Berra, Betsy  
Blumenfeld, Mitchell Bowlin, Khaise Brice, Abigail 
Cambre, Kamryn Carpenter, Ricky Carrasco,  
Fischer Clarke, Jake Coppedge, Julianne Cordera, 
Rayne Dennis, Julia Dugan, Olivia Forsythe, Shane 
Gaffney, Isabella Giddens, Seth Graham, Avery Grazi-
osi, Olivia Hall, Jacob Hamann, Liz Holiday, Sam 
Incardona, Faith Jackson, Trace Jenkins, Rachel King, 
Myah LeFlore, Catherine May, Kourtnei Neely, Lauren 
Neuhoff, Delaney Nolan, Maribeth Peevy, Louis Pollet, 
Sarah Schobel, Jordan Skorupa, McKenna Smith, Emily  
Sosnowski, Grace Sweat, Camille Trice, Lily  
Uebelacker, Nicole Wallis, Sarah Webster, Jacob  
Williamson, Austin Wise
Spanish Club – President Luis Romero
Spanish Honor Society – Co-Presidents Stella Cea & 
Hattie Ruleman, Secretary Kristin Talens, Co- 
Treasurers Emily Cea & Lorenz Cabe, Chaplain Alyssa 
Kintanar, Historian Elizabeth Goble
Students for Life – Chairmen Senior Laura Beth  
Grissom; Juniors Caroline Gillenwater, Emily Haff, Erin 
Haff, Maks Zawada 
International Thespian Society – President Maggie 
Luther, Vice President Andrew Barczak, Secretary 
Khamyl Browley, Treasurer Malia Sorce
Yearbook, The Talon – Editor Colleen May, Design  
Editor Blake White, Photography Editor Maggie Welch 

National Art Honor Society
Sponsor Laura Beck
Senior Rebecca Raburn; Juniors Emylee  
Enright, Abby McGuire, Ruth Simon, Kara 
Spencer; Sophomores Emma Baltz, Chloe 
Crombie, Grady Jennings 

2017 HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES

Delta Epsilon Phi (German Honor Society)
Sponsor Maria Sanders Junior Shannon  
Kennedy; Sophomores Hollie Brown,  
Emma Sorette, Emily Whittenberg

French Honor Society (La Societe Honorairé 
de Français)
Sponsor Cheryl West Junior Moira Charnot; 
Sophomores Emma Baltz, Niki Lewis,  
Abigail Verret 

National English Honor Society
Sponsor – Ms. Betsy Baker

Seniors Sydney Bloodworth, Khamyl Browley, Abigail 
Cambre, Ashley Cardosi, Stella Cea, Rebecca Elliott, Lexie 
Fletcher, Isabella Giddens, Daryn Gohil, Rachel Hale, Sam 
Incardona, Julia Kersting, Alyssa Kintanar, Annie Longoria, 
Colleen May, Jessica Morrison, Megan Morrison, Kourtnei 
Neely, Delaney Nolan, Mary Rose Ornosky, Maribeth Peevy, 

Jordan Skorupa, McKenna Smith, Allison Sorette, Kristin Talens, Natalie 
Tipton, Meghan Tuttle; Juniors Hannah Anderson, Caroline Astin, Erin 
Bargiachi, Jamie Brannon, Lorenz Cabe, Emily Cambre, Catalina Car-
rasco, Catherine Crowe, Katelyn Dabney, Sophia Davis, Alyssa Denegri, 
Hannah Ellis, Victor Hoang, Sarah Hovanec, Abby Howell, Allison Hyatt, 
Rayanne Lelis, Grace Martin, Madeline Matheson, Caroline McClure, 
Emily McCulley, Abby McGuire, Alex Miller, Finn Mullen, Natalie Pee-
ney, Olivia Roman, Sophie Scoggins, Courtney Stephens, Isabelle Verret, 
Lauren Williams, Noelle Ybos; Sophomores Jordan Balton, Hollie 
Brown, Quincy Card, Emily Cardosi, Parker Dlabaj, Bridgette Groben, Ar-
mon Guron, Micaela Hackney, Jesse Hollingsworth, Kathryn Lee, Claire 
McElwain, Zoe Nunn, Kaitlyn Pallera, Abby Simpson, Emma Sorette, 
Emily Strickland, Jessica Visagie, Hannah Warner
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National Honor Society
Sponsor Kaitlin Thackery
Seniors Brooke Barton, Sydney Bloodworth, 
Todd Bowen, Martha Dougherty, Anikka Ferro, 
Lexie Fletcher, Mary Hannah Garner, Seth Gra-

ham, Daryn Gohil, Olivia Hall, Erin O’Brien; Juniors Han-
nah Anderson, Eric Ardis, Kelly Arnold, Caroline Astin, Erin 
Bargiachi, Cara Bascom, Allison Baxter, Jamie Brannon, 
Jack Brannon, Katy Brock, Anna Butler, Lorenz Cabe, Emily 
Cambre, Allie Carr, Emily Cea, Catherine Crowe, Katelyn 
Dabney, Sophia Davis, Alyssa Denegri, Ashley Edwards, 
Hannah Ellis, Katherine Farler, Nic Ferrante, Lily Gleneck, 
Elise Giles, Caroline Gillenwater, Emily Haff, Erin Haff, 
Ashley Herbers, Juliette Hirsch, Victor Hoang, Sarah Hov-
anec, Abby Howell, Allison Hyatt, John Iovinelli, Shannon 
Kennedy, Rayanne Lelis, Diane Madeksho, Grace Martin, 
Madeline Matheson, Caroline McClure, Emily McCulley, 
Molly McDonald, Abby McGuire, Alex Miller, Paige Moran, 
Katie Morris, Finn Mullen, Natalie Peeney, Christina Ro-
chette, Sophie Scoggins, Ruth Simon, Emma Smith, Somer 
Smith, Courtney Stephens, Callie Stiles, Katherine Vassallo, 
Isabelle Verret, AJ Von Bergen, Andrew Williams, Lauren 
Williams, Noelle Ybos

National Junior Classical League (Latin)
Sponsor Karen Terre
Seniors Laura Beth Grissom, Myah LeFlore, 
Michael Neely; Sophomores Chandler  
Alexander, Kaitlyn Bartels, Quincy Card, 
Adam Cummings, Jacob Dunham, Jack     

                         Leoni, Abby Simpson, Chris Stepherson

Mu Alpha Theta (Math Honor Society)
Sponsors Blair Seymour, Andrea Smith
Senior Tan Mai; Juniors Andrew Barczak, 
Cara Bascom, Allison Baxter, Jamie Brannon, 
Lorenz Cabe, Emily Cambre, Allie Carr,  
Catalina Carrasco, Camille Cipriano, Alyssa 

Craven, Sophia Davis, Alyssa Denegri, Sydney Desiderio, 
Hannah Ellis, Katherine Farler, Emily Haff, Erin Haff,  
Ashley Herbers, Victor Hoang, Allison Hyatt, John Iovinelli, 
Shannon Kennedy, Kiko Martinez, Emily McCulley, Abby 
McGuire, Paige Moran, Chase Phillips, Alexis Rexroat, 
Christina Rochette, Katherine Vassallo, Andrew Williams; 
Sophomores John Henry Ballard, Jordan Balton, Karen 
Benedict, Hollie Brown, Tori Cappadona, Quincy Card, 
Adam Cummings, Parker Dlabaj, Jacob Dunham, Wyatt  
Ellis, Hannah Fabian, Jackson Ferber, Javiera Gault, 
Bridgette Groben, Arman Guron, Micaela Hackney, Jesse 
Hollingsworth, Madison Mayhall, Zoe Nunn, Evan Pham, 
Emma Sorette, Chris Stepherson, Emily Strickland, Abigail 
Verret, Annie Wadovick 

Quill & Scroll Honor Society (Journalism)
Sponsor – Tammie Ford
Seniors Caroline Allen, Betsy Blumenfeld, 
Kamryn Carpenter, Jack Dyles, Olivia Forsythe, 
Lizzy Free, Mary Hannah Garner, Isabella  

Giddens, Trace Jenkins, Colleen May, Allison Sorette, 
Whitney Waits-Easley, Nicole Wallis, Breauna White, Jacob 
Williamson, Austin Wise, Dylan Wynn; Juniors Cara  
Bascom, Jamie Brannon, Lauren Williams

Rho Kappa National Social Studies 
Honor Society 
Sponsor Jim Epley
Seniors Megan Brown, Stella Cea,  
Rebecca Elliott, Raphael Guime-

ra, Rachel Hale, Caitlin McCrory, McKenna Smith, Allison 
Sorette, William Whittenberg; Juniors Erin Bargiachi, Katy 
Brock, Lorenz Cabe,Emily Cea, Catherine Crowe, Sophia 
Davis, Hannah Ellis, Victor Hoang, Diane Madeksho,  
Madeline Matheson, Abby McGuire, Ruth Simon,  
Isabelle Verret

Science National Honor Society
Sponsors Patsy Rush, Ray Wynne
Seniors Rachel Hale, Shijie Zhao; Juniors Erin 
Bargiachi, Jamie Brannon, Kyle Buckingham, 
Lorenz Cabe, Emily Cambre, Catalina Carrasco, 
Emily Cea, Catherine Crowe, Sophia Davis, 

Alyssa Denegri, Hannah Ellis, Ashley Herbers, Victor  
Hoang, Lauren Hollis, Diane Madeksho, Madeline  
Matheson, Emily McCulley, Sophie Scoggins, Isabelle  
Verret, Lauren Williams, Noelle Ybos

Spanish Honor Society (La Sociedad Hono-
raria Hispᾴnica)
Sponsor Yasenis Ayers
Seniors Colleen May, Hannah Milburn,  
Kourtnei Neely, Grace Sweat, Shijie Zhao;  
Juniors Anna Butler, Ryan Casiple, Sophia 

Davis, Alyssa Denegri, Hannah Ellis, Victor Hoang, Sarah  
Hovanec, Zenia Lomas, Abby McGuire, Isabelle Verret, 
Lauren Williams; Sophomores  Lauren DeVine, Hannah 
Dugan, Wyatt Ellis, Bridgette Groben, Micaela Hackney, 
Nathan Hoang, Annie Wadovick 

ACHIEVEMENTS
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   We congratulate these SBA faculty and staff who recently received 
awards at the Diocesan Catholic Schools Professional Day. Lower left 
inset-Head Softball Coach Joe Pearson received the St. Sebastian  
Exemplary Coaching Award; standing (from left) Science Teacher and 
Coach Tom Brezina received the Immaculate Heart of Mary award for 
dedication and self-sacrifice in Catholic Education; Math Chair Amy  
Beatty received the Sister Ruth Ann Schmitt award for outstanding  
leadership and commitment in providing special needs students  
educational opportunities; Maintenance Director Omar Castaneda and 

Communications Director Sharon Masterson were recognized for 25 years of service to Catholic Education; Art 
Department Chair Laura Beck received the St. Cecilia Fine Arts Award and Senior Theology and History Teacher 
Sister Rita Marie Kampa, O.P. received the St. John Bosco Award for the Total Christian Formation of Students.

Faculty and Staff recognized

   St. Benedict at Auburndale High School is proud of the 
Theology department faculty who have attained the Certifi-
cate of Excellence in Faculty Faith Formation in the Diocese 
of Memphis - Sister Mary Eileen, O.P.; John Paul Masterson, 
Nick Brashier, Eric Wells, Lori Wade, Christine Giles, Dar-
lene Nevle, Sister Rita Marie, O.P.; Principal Sondra Morris. 
(left-inset)Adam Smith.

Noah Aiden Cooley, grandson of 
Head Football Coach John Colley, 
was born on November 5, 2016, 
weighing 4 lbs, 10 oz and  
measuring 20 inches. He is the son 
of Coach cooley’s son David and his 
wife Abby.

Evie Lucille Aycock 
was born to Tyler 
Aycock and Lacey 
Rush on November 
23, 2016,  
weighing 6lbs, 8oz 
and measuring 21.5 
inches long. She is 
the granddaughter 
of SBA Science Chair 
Patsy Rush.

Virginia “Brittain” Pettus, grand-
daughter of SBA French teacher 
Cheryl West, was born on April 
4, 2017, weighing 7 lbs, 13 oz 
and measuring 19 inches long. 
Brittain is the daughter of Scott 
and Alison (Ms. West’s daughter) 
Pettus.

Library assistant Dee Ann Cox  
welcomed two grandchildren  
recently – William Michael Strini 
(right), born February 23, 2017, 
weighing 7 lbs, 40 oz and measuring 
19 inches long. He is the son of  
Lauren Cox Strini (’01) and Matt 
Strini. Also, Katherine Grace Ross, 
born April 19, 2017 was 9 lbs, 6 oz, 
21” long. Her mom is Crissy Cox Ross 
(’02) and dad is Ryan Ross.

FACULTY FOCUS
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   This is a great start 
for the STEM program 
this year, besides 
advancing to  
regionals in robotics  
competition, the kids 
did not expect to be 
receiving medals for 
working as judges. 

They thought that it was just for Community  
Outreach for their own competition. But, Eaglebots 
Victor Hoang and Tylan Barr volunteered at the, pri-
marily middle school, First Lego League Robotics (FLL) 
in partnership with the University of Memphis and 
were awarded medals for their work at the  
Collierville Qualifier. Congratulations to Rookie Judge 
Tylan Barr and Head Judge, Victor Hoang!

   Exciting news     
about junior 
Shannon  
Kennedy. Riding 
Gold Cielo, she 
competed at the 
Brownland Horse 
Show in  

September. She was awarded the champion ribbon 
in her division. Shannon trains with Poppy Doyle at 
Trinity Farm in Lakeland.

Freshman makes a name for  
himself in Hollywood  
   Congratulations to freshman Kai 
Norris who was nominated by the 
Young Artist Association as Best 
Teen Supporting Actor of the Year in 
a Feature Film finalist. Kai played  
“Jasper” in the movie “Birth of a  

Nation” filmed in Savannah, GA in 2015. He was  
featured in an article in the Memphis Commercial  
Appeal (link below) in October. 
http://www.commercialappeal.com/story/entertain-
ment/movies/2016/10/04/nation-may-give-birth-ca-
reer-actor-kai-norris/91465210/

    Sending out  
congratulations to 
senior Jake Coppedge 
who made the rank 
of Eagle Scout on 
December 31. He is 
pictured here with 
Clark Tecson (class of 
2016).

   Senior Khamyl Browley has 
been offered an externship with 
the Memphis Music Initiative/
MMI Works. She will work on 
the Walled City Music Festival in 
Derry, Ireland May 28-June 11.

    Congratulations 
to Ashley Coble and 
Halee Myers for being 
selected to the 27th 
Holiday Cotillion by 
the Memphis Chapter 
of The Links, Inc.

    Junior Maddie Matheson 
(center) was accepted for 
the St. Jude Scholars of  
Tomorrow program.  
Maddie and SBA  
Anatomy-Physiology teach-
er Jamie Schneider (left) 
met up with SBA 2002 

alum Michelle Wilkes Martin (right), who teaches at 
Collierville High School, at the recent symposium. St. 
Jude Science Scholars of Tomorrow brings high school 
students interested in science and healthcare to the 
St. Jude campus for a glimpse into the world of their 
scientists and clinicians.

ON AND OFF CAMPUS
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   Freshman Josh Beer was ball 
boy for the Hewitt vs Roddick 
match at Madison Square  
Garden during the recent Paribas 
Celebrity Showdown. He  
received the trip to the  
Showdown and the opportunity 
to be a ball boy because of his 
dedication in raising money for 
St. Jude during the Memphis 
Open Tennis Tournament.

SBA Academics Day brings young scholars to campus

    The 28th Annual Academics Day, 
sponsored by the National Honor  
Society and Knowledge Bowl Team, 
for Diocese of Memphis Middle 
Schools, brought a lot of bright 
young students together in healthy  
academic competition on April 1 at 
the SBA campus. Teams from  
Incarnation School-Collierville, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help- 
Germantown, Sacred Heart  
School-Southaven, St. Ann 

School-Bartlett, St. Francis of Assisi School-Cordova and St. Louis School-Memphis competed in rounds of 
questioning similar to those in Knowledge or Academic Bowls. After several rounds, points are tabulated and 
semi-finalists (four teams) compete to determine who will be in the finals. The two teams that advanced to the 
finals were:
• St. Ann School Red Team: (from left) alternate 
Meghan Bayani, Penny Rosenberg, Brenden O’Kane, 
Joseph Gibson and Caleb Winkelmann. Coaches for 
the St. Ann Red team are Jane Gillespie and Linda 
Meisler.
• St. Francis of Assisi Blue Team: (from left) 
Owen Sabalvarro (named MVP of the entire  
tournament with the most points scored in the 
preliminary rounds), Joe McDaniel, alternate Sophia 
Guinocor, Matt Minatra, alternate James Finkelstein, 
Lauren Logan. Coaches for the St. Francis School 
team are Maggie O’Neill, Eydie Tyer and Donna Hosp. 
The winner of this year’s SBA Academics Day was the  
team from St. Francis of Assisi School!
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    Through the efforts of College Counselor Stephanie Scates, SBA hosted our second annual college fair on 
our campus. Students visited college representatives during their lunch periods and parents were welcome, 
as well. Colleges and military academies are eager to join the SBA Fair, as they receive quality inquiries about 
their institutions from our students, parents and faculty. This is fast becoming an anticipated event each year.

    Our first Gaudete Christmas Concert on December 4th was a huge success with a standing room only crowd. 
The beautiful melodic voices of our combined choirs, under the direction of Michael S. Williams, filled the 
chapel into the front foyer. Bravo, Maestro Williams and Choirs, Bravo!

ON AND OFF CAMPUS
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   Each day, during International 
Foreign Language Week, a language 
is celebrated. Cultures associated 
with the foreign languages taught 
at SBA are spotlighted. During 
the week, there were a variety of 
activities and food from the various 
cultures. Even, the dining hall food 
service MMI, under the direction 
of Doug McCabe, offered cultural 
foods to their menu. The week 
started off with Spain, followed by 
Germany, France, Italy (Latin) and 
the USA. 

International Foreign Language Week

French bread and chocolate 
– the morning staple of the 
French!

Games and treats on Germany Day!

Gladiator battle on Latin Day!

   SBA sophomore Jordie Balton won the Annual Shelby County Chapter of the Tennessee Right Life 
Oratory Contest. She spoke of the sanctity of human life and was a wonderful representative of SBA 
Students for Life. She received a check for $175 and the right to go on to the State Competition in 
April. Second place was Emily Kane of Homeschool. President of the Chapter Kent Pruett and judges 
Mairead Dunham, Jon Stewart and Jan Courtney congratulate the winners.
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    Kudos to these seniors, SBA Writers, (front from left) Natalie 
Tipton, Rebecca Raburn, Allison Sorette, Sarah Webster, Lizzy Free; 
Back (from left) Amelia Shannon, Jade Sully, Seth Graham, Ricky 
Carrasco, Sam Incardona, Ray Wynne, Jordan Bernstein, who have 
been visiting with St. Francis of Assisi classes helping prepare the 
students for high school English, particularly the skill of writing. Dr. 
Fischer and these students are working with Chace Wise and her 
classes at SFA each month. Our seniors have met the challenge of 
encouraging these budding writers. Reports are that the SFA kids 
love having the SBA seniors visit and share their knowledge.

   Senior Megan Brown received the highest achievement award 
possible in Girl Scouting, the Girl Scouts Gold Award of  
Achievement. Only an average of 5.4% of eligible Girl Scouts 
receive it. Megan has been a Girl Scout for 12 years.
   Her project toward attaining the award was the “Reading for 
Success” program. Megan solicited used books in good condition 
at SBA in the fall. She collected enough books to fill her parents’ 
garage and then distribute to these Diocesan Jubliee Schools: 
Blessed Sacrament at de la Salle, Little Flower, Memphis  
Catholic, Our Lady of Sorrows, Resurrection, St John, St. Joseph 
and St. Patrick.
   Megan sends her thanks to all the teachers and students who 
participated in this worthy cause and made it such a success. 
We’re proud of you, Megan!

    Annual day for service at Ronald McDonald 
House with serving up lunch and crafts by SBA’s St. 
Jude Club included fun for all, while serving as only 
SBA Eagles can, and a moment with Ronald himself!

SERVICE

ON AND OFF CAMPUS
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   Our Dominican Sisters  
sponsored a service work day 
at the Missionaries of Charity 
(St. Mother Theresa’s Order) in 
urban Memphis in October.

   For the second year, the Lady Eagles Lacrosse 
Team marched in the Germantown Christmas  
Parade.

   A group of SBA students gave up their 
Martin Luther King Holiday this year to help 
St. Francis of Assisi Church with their  
“Helping Hands” effort.
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2016 -17 SBA Royalty
Julianne Cordera (center), the 2016 SBA 
Homecoming Queen, is surrounded by her 
senior court (from left) Kourtnei Neely, 
Victoria Guffin, Maribeth Peevy and Mary 
Hannah Garner.

Queen and King of Winter Fest Betsy 
Blumenfeld and Sam Brown (center) 
share their excitement with the court 
(from left) freshmen Seth Wyne and Chloe 
Espinosa; sophomores Meredith Brown 
(Sam’s sister) and Garrett Knott; SG 
President Baylor Bearden; juniors Myles 
Bonner and Somer Smith.

Our 2017 Prom Royalty brightens Prom 
901. (from left) Princess Betsy Blumen-
feld, Prince Sam Incardona, Queen Lauren 
Neuhoff, King Rayne Dennis, Princess Julia 
Dugan and Chase Bailey accepting for 
Prince Sam Brown.

Talent is everywhere at SBA. The 2017 
Talent Show winners are (from left)  
2nd - Scmuely & The Animals-Jack  
Conway, Sam Kaplan, Tylan Barr, Sam 
Chafin; For the 2nd consecutive year, 1st  
& Crowd Favorite - Eric Rosenthal;  
3rd - Allison and Emma Sorrette.

ON AND OFF CAMPUS
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    We are pleased to share with you this article by our own senior Allison Sorette which appeared in the March 
2017 issue of the monthly 4 Memphis. 4 Memphis welcomes high school students to share their experiences 
of giving back. Besides being an extraordinary writer, Allison is a gifted dancer with Ballet Memphis. We’re very 
proud of you, Allison, and this wonderful article!
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St. Benedict at Auburndale Athletic Department 
From the AD’s Desk – Caleb Marcum

“Sportsanity”

       
                         There is a popular group       
       on social media that posts 

videos about different 
sport stereotypes. Dude 
Perfect is a group over the 
years that has reached 
instant stardom with their 
hilarious and out-right 
funny videos. A few of my 
favorites are in the golf 

stereotypes episode. The “sand-trapped” guy, the 
“shadow” guy, and the “Mr. Excuse” guy, are classic 
cases that we all have seen. Other episodes  
chronicle hunting, pickup basketball, fishing and 
driving stereotypes. Each to its own, pure,  
uncontrollable laughter! I encourage you to search 
YouTube for their videos.  Although Dude Perfect 
has perfected these hilarious stereotypes, we see 
daily, parents and fans who tremble with fear 
to be mentioned in any stereotype while their 
child participates in youth sports. Sportsanity is a 
phrase many articles have coined to describe what 
happens when the ball is tipped, the first pitch 
is thrown or when the whistle blows. Suddenly, 
the monster appears and our competitive fire and 
intensity turns for the worst when your child, the 
coach, or the referee cause you to lose your mind 
and the screeching insult bellows. 
   As many would say, I can relate! Just this  
weekend, my 6-year-old son played in his first select 
baseball tournament with the Memphis Tigers 
U6 organization. He was so excited to be playing 
in the outfield. I made sure his uniform and gear 

were counted and prepared. Batting gloves, check; 
bat bag, check; helmet, check; cleats, check. As 
we grabbed our stuff and headed out the door, I 
made one last trip back in to grab the infamous 
sunflower seeds with the BBQ flavor. Simply                        
amazing once they touch your lips, and even better 
on a baseball Saturday. As Bryce went to the plate, 
I thought, “Here we go, the beginning of something 
great!” The first pitch from our coach flew across 
the plate, my son took a swing that would have sent 
the ball to the moon, at least that’s what I thought. 
Strike one led to strike two, and then my son was 
walking back to the dugout with his head down. I’ll 
never forget the feeling I had. I was angry, upset, 
disappointed and let down. And then it happened, 
“C’mon Bryce, hit the ball!” I did it. I was the  
stereotype, the parent who was way too serious 
about 6-year-old baseball. Sportsanity hit me right 
between the eyes, just as I expected my son to hit a 
homerun his very first at-bat. I’m an Athletic  
Director, and have counselled many parents on how 
to be fans, and I just did that!
   Sportsanity is what we all battle as parents and 
fans of sports, in fact, I battle it daily being involved 
in athletics. We must be careful when we are faced 
with an episode of sportsanity. I will be honest, I 
failed miserably! Dude Perfect could have labeled 
me the “over-anxious guy” on one of their episodes. 
Let’s all try to be better fans and spectators as we  
encourage our children to do their best and enjoy 
watching them pay the game, even when they fail 
or succeed.

SPORTS
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  In early March, Athletic Director Caleb Marcum  
announced the hiring of Coach Erica Lear as the new 
SBA Head Volleyball Coach. Following is his  
announcement.
   It is my pleasure to announce that Coach Erica Lear 
has accepted the position of SBA Head Volleyball 
Coach. 
   Coach Lear has extensive experience at all levels of 
coaching volleyball. She received a Bachelor of Arts 
from the University of Tennessee-Knoxville where she 
played volleyball from 1998-2001. She is currently the 
development and training coordinator for the  
Memphis Metro Volleyball Club. Erica develops high 
intensity training for age levels 10-18, coordinates 
college showcases and tournaments, manages and 
creates all recruiting videos for athletes, educates and 
assists athletes and parents on all levels of the  
recruiting process and organizes marketing and  
advertising for all tournaments, showcases and 
events. 
   Coach Lear served as Assistant Coach for UTK from 
2014-2017, where she trained athletes and the team 
with specialization in setting, optimized team travel, 

expense reports, travel advances, meals, managed 
travel budgets of approximately $400,000, ordered 
and maintained apparel orders with Nike, oversaw 
facility upgrades and maintenance, led management 
and talent acquisitions for team managers, assisted 
in all facets of athlete recruitment on an internation-
al scale, helped with all scouting and video analysis 
for all opponents, facilitated all community service 
opportunities for student-athletes and organized all 
summer camps of over 500 elite athletes. 
   Prior to her time at the UTK, Coach Lear served 
as an Assistant Coach at the University of Memphis 
from 2013-2014. Coach Lear trained athletes and 
team with specialization in setting and middle hitting, 
coordinated team travel and meal logistics, assisted 
in all facets of athlete recruitment on a national scale, 
facilitated all purchases of apparel, helped with all 
scouting and video analysis of opponents and  
organized summer camps for over 200 elite athletes.
   Before taking the position with the University of 
Memphis, Coach Lear served as the Assistant Coach 
for Emory University from 2011-2012. At Emory, 
Coach Lear trained individuals and team with

Volleyball Program gains new coaching staff

Coach Lear (third from left-2nd row from top) met with current SBA volleyball players and some incoming freshmen following her 
announcement as head coach.



33

specialization in setting and middle hitting,  
coordinated team travel and meal planning logistics, 
assisted with recruitment process, scouting and  
video analysis of opponents, traveled to 2011 Junior 
Olympics for recruitment, assisted in the maintenance 
of recruitment databases including Front Rush and  
University Athlete, coached the 2012 UAA  
championship team and coached the South Regional 
finalist team.
   During her career, Coach Lear has coached four 
All-Americans, seven all-conference players including 
UAA conference “Rookie of the Year” from the 2012 

team at Emory and SEC all-freshmen team members 
at UTK in 2015 and 2016, Danish League Champions 
2006, three-time All-SEC selection 1999, 2000, 
2001, UTK assist record holder and two-time USVBA 
All-American 1994, 1997. Coach Lear has also been 
a member of the Danish Professional Team (Odense, 
Denmark), where she practiced and trained daily in 
preparation for competition and participated in the 
Danish National Championship.
   Coach Lear will be assisted by veteran coaches 
Latoya Brown (JV) and Kim Cox (Freshman). 

Head Football Coach John Cooley received a pleasant surprise during the football season, when he was 
recognized as a WREG-TV “Educator of the Week.” Tim Simpson of the Channel 3 news team presented 
Coach Cooley with his award during a lunch period surrounded by several of his players.

SPORTS
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Boys Bowling finishes first for the 2nd straight year!

In the words of 
our patron and 
great monastic 
St. Benedict of 
Nursia, “Ora et 
Labora,” Pray 
and Work! 
That’s how SBA 
School &  
Bowling rolls! 

   The SBA Boys Bowling Team won the fourth State 
Title and second in as many years in a thrilling  
comeback that saw the Eagles take the last 11 points 
in their win over CBHS. The 18-9 victory capped a 17-2 
season. The Eagles were led by three-game winner 
Phillip Tovar (215), seniors Ben Murphy (254,218), 

Conner Nichols (three-game winner), Daniel Caprio 
and Spencer Ridgway. Juniors Nick Agnew (221,217) 
and Nic Ferrante played a huge part in gaining the 
state title, as well. Prior to claiming the state title, the 
Eagles handily beat PJP, II, 19-8 and MUS, 20-7. Nick 
Agnew was named Bowler of the Year. 
   The Ladies bowled very well and came up just short 
in the quarters in a nail biter to GPS 15-12. They  
finished the year with a 10-4 record. 
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   Both the Girls and 
Boys Basketball Teams 
had a great year,  
finishing region  
runners-up and  
advancing to the State 
Quarterfinals. Senior 
Myah LeFlore’s was a 
TSSAA “Miss  
Basketball” finalist 
and junior Trey Davis 
joined the “1,000 Point 
Club” this season.

   Senior Sam Childers 
shot a perfect 100 
score in trap compe-
tition in March to win 
High Overall out of 
275 competitors. Sam 
is a founding member 
of the SBA trap team 
and has been shooting 
for four seasons.

   Boys Head Lacrosse Coach Steve Shipowitz has added two certifications to 
his resume. He recently traveled to Baltimore and earned his certificate as a US 
Lacrosse Coach Development Level 1 Trainer at the US Lacrosse National  
Convention. This certifies him to train new coaches across the US with the  
organization, and locally, to train interested candidates to become lacrosse 
coaches, something that is very scarce in this area. The very next weekend Coach 
Shipowitz traveled to Virginia for the training program to earn his certificate to 
become a US Lacrosse Certified Level 2 Coach. The classes he took there focused 
on practice plans, over-arching principles of lacrosse, offense, defense and drills. 
He developed his coaching skills and has become one of eight Level 2 coaches in 
all of Tennessee.

SPORTS

   Junior Mariah Clemons 
finished 7th in the 50 
free at the State Swim 
Meet in February. Her 
finish was a new school 
record at 23.98!
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COLLEGE SIGNINGS
These athletes have signed to continue their careers in college –

Fall Signings – Grace Sweat with Spalding 
University for softball, Myah LeFlore with 
Austin Peay State University in basketball, 
Maribeth Peevy with Belmont University 
for golf and Mitchell Bowlin with Flagler 
College in golf.

Winter Signing – Olivia Hall with 
Spring Hill College for soccer.
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CLASS NOTES 

1997 
Desireé Miles was married to Gabriel Shammas in 2013. She is a certified Registered Nurse anesthetist (CRNA) 
at East Memphis Anesthesia Services. The couple make their home in Germantown, TN.

1998
Charles Nolen has been named the Music Director for the Cathedral of St. Andrew 
in Grand Rapids, MI. He is currently music director for Our Lady of Loreto Parish 
in Foxfield, CO. He will start at St. Andrew Cathedral this may. Charles has more 
than 20 years of professional experience serving the Sacred Music community as 
Organist, Choirmaster, and Director of Music at churches in Tennessee,  
Michigan and most recently, Colorado. He received his undergraduate degree in 
Organ Performance from Rhodes College in Memphis and a Master of Music  
degree from the University of Memphis. His doctoral studies in Organ  
Performance and Musicology are also at the University of Memphis. Charles is a 
member of the professional organizations AGO, ACDA, NPM, CMAA and RSCM. 
He is a third generation 4th degree Knight of Columbus. Charles and his wife have 
three children.

Nick Holmes welcomed his third son on January 26, 2017 in Waverly, Iowa. “Reed” William 
Holmes” weighed in at 10 lbs, 9 oz and measured 21 inches long.

2000

Justin Miller has been named to the The Proficiency Post, a trade publication for the office 
market industry, International 2016 “Top 40 under 40 for Personal Productivity Services.”

Bret Bilbrey is a manager for a Nashville-area Vineyard Vines. He was recently spotted 
on CMT in a part on the show “Sun Records” that was filmed in Memphis.

ALUMNI

 2001
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Caitlin Doyle Motte and husband Jason welcomed their second child, a son, 
Sutter Lynn Motte, on August 12, 2016, weighing 7 lbs, 10 oz and measuring 20 ¾ 
inches long. He joins big sister Margaret.

2003

Deanna Jones Johnston and husband Michael celebrated the birth of their second 
child, Simon Nathaniel, on October 28, 2016. He joins big sister Alexandria (age 2). 
He was baptized by Deanna’s dad, Deacon Chip Jones over the Thanksgiving 
weekend. The family lives in Dodge City, KS, where Deanna works in pastoral 
ministry at the cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

2004

Ashley Mellinger is Visitors Services Coordinator for the Children’s Museum of 
Memphis for a year. Ashley becomes the Director of the Grand Carousel when 
the Museum opens the Memphis Grand Carousel in 2017. The Grand Carousel 
is a historic part of Memphis. Built in 1909 it’s one of the oldest wooden 
carousel’s in North America. The museum is restoring the carousel and 
building it a new home for visitors that also will serve as a banquet and 
wedding hall. Estimated opening date is September 2017.

Jeffrey Mullins is a fighter pilot with the US Marine Corps, stationed in South Carolina. He and his wife 
Courtney live in Beaufort, SC.

Sarah Grai has stepped up as Branch Manager of the Jefferson County YMCA in Port 
Townsend, Washington. She has also assumed fundraising responsibilities. She has been 
with the Port Townsend YMCA since October, 2016. She formerly worked with Y Programs 
in Louisiana, while earning her undergraduate degree from LSU. Sarah tells us, “I appreciate 
the Y because you can work in various communities and you are able to touch thousands of 
people in various ways.” She got hooked on the Y while overseeing sports leagues in  
Louisiana over nine years ago.

2005
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Ryan Speakman has broken into TV acting with an appearance on “Bull” on CBS 
last fall and this appearance on “The Detour” this spring on TBS. Ryan has been 
acting and starring in theater productions for years. Now we all get to see him in 
appearances on TV. Ryan also recently filmed a scene with Kate Beckinsale for the 
upcoming Amazon film “The Only Living Boy in New York” which is currently in the 
production phase!

Katie Weber Ballard is a Senior Equine Veterinary Technician with Dunlap Equine Services in Somerville, TN, 
which services the Mid-south area. She is a board member for the Animal Response Foundation. Katie is also 
a free-lance professional photographer. She will receive her BS in Biology from the University of Memphis in 
2018. Katie married Andy Ballard in June, 2015. Andy is a controller for Quality Iron Co. in Memphis and is  
pursuing his CPA certification. The couple lives in Arlington with their horses, dogs and cats.

Colby Taylor was selected as a contestant on “Jeopardy” in January. Colby’s former 
days as Captain of SBA’s Knowledge Bowl Team gave him the preparation for an 
outstanding appearance.

2006

Robert Woodend graduated from CBU in 2010 with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. He had 
been a financial advisor with Ameriprise Financial Services since 2012. On October 14, 2016, he married Olivia 
Todd. The couple makes their home in Cordova.

2007
Brea Bowers was spotlighted in the Vol 4, 2016 issue of Memphis Chamber Crossroads Magazine.

Katy Jeffrey is an Affiliate Broker with Crye-Leike Real Estate Services Germantown Branch 
office. As a REALTOR® and affiliate broker, Jeffrey serves the real estate needs of buyers 
and sellers in and around Shelby, Tipton, and Fayette counties.

Jeff Stidham married Mallory Horner on August 16, 2016 in New Orleans. The couple recently moved to 
Austin, TX, where Jeff is an Account Executive and Campaign Liaison for Harris Media, one of the top political 
digital media companies in the country.

2008

ALUMNI
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Kathryn Jones Wilson is married to Adam Wilson. The couple lives in Bartlett and 
welcomed their daughter Amelia Kate on September 7, 2016. Kathryn is grateful and 
happy to be a stay-at-home mom currently, but plans to go back to finish her Ph.D. in 
the fall.

2009

Matt Hotz received the Morgan Stanley Foundation Minority Scholarship 
and was a finalist for the Rafael Dood National Black Association 
Scholarship for the Memphis Chapter of the National Black 
MBA Association.

2010

2011
Rachel Nevle married Addison Musick on Saturday, June 25,2016. Rachel has a Bachelor’s and a Master’s De-
gree in the Science of Social Work from the University of Tennessee-Knoxville and is currently employed by St. 
Vincent’s Catholic Hospital in Little Rock, Arkansas, where the couple resides. Addison earned a Bachelor’s De-
gree in History also from the University of Tennessee Knoxville and is currently employed by the United States 
Government. (see Alumni Photo Album)

2012
Andy Cox opened his professional baseball career in Dayton, OH this season

Mary Beth Weber received her BFA/Digital Media Degree from Memphis College of Art in May, 2016. She 
plans to pursue an MFA in Illustration from MCA this fall. She is a free-lance professional illustrator, storyboard 
and visual development artist. She recently worked as a Production Assistant in the Art Department for CMT’s 
“Sun Records.” Several pieces of her art and graphic designs are seen on shows throughout the series. Some 
of her other clients have included “National Geographic Kids” via Baker and Hill Graphic Design Co. and young 
adult author Genevieve Tucholke.

Robert Allen was named Mr. University of Memphis during Homecoming in late 
October. Robert was also selected Mr. SBA his senior year at St. Benedict (pic-
tured 2nd from right).
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Ainsley LeBlanc reigned as 
the University of Alabama 
Homecoming Queen last fall. 
And, another feather in the 
hat for Ainsley, as she has 
been appointed as an 
Industry Immersion Intern at 
the University’s Office of 
Experiential Learning!

Kyle Van Hoeck is a junior at Purdue University and a member of the 
Broilermakers’ pitching staff. In 2015 he closed out the Purdue rubber 
game win at Nebraska for his 1st collegiate save.

2014

Tyler Currie has 
signed to play 
football for the 
Missouri State Bears 
next season.

2015

Taylor Barnes was named the American Athletic Conference Rookie of the Week after a stellar performance 
against Nicholls State on Dec. 21. This is the first conference honor for Taylor and was the first Player of the 
Week mention for the Tigers this season. Against the Colonels, she scored a career-high 21 points along with 
pulling down six rebounds and registering four assists. For the game, Taylor was 13-for-15 from the free throw 
line including 7-for-8 in the 48 seconds of play to help lead the Tigers to the victory. The 13 made free throws is 
the second most made in a game by a freshman in Memphis history (14) and is three shy of the all-time  
Memphis mark of 16. Also, Taylor was responsible for six points and a career-high five assists in the win over 
Louisiana Tech. Taylor led the Lady Tigers with 34 assists and 20 steals. (see alumni Photo Album) 

2016

ALUMNI
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Alumni, make sure you join “The OFFICIAL Saint Benedict at Auburndale Alumni Group” on Facebook to 
reunite with your classmates and to stay up to date with the latest SBA Alumni information!

WE NEED YOUR INFORMATION!!!
Any Auburndale and SBA alumni can update database information by Emailing Sharon Masterson, Director of 
Communications at mastersons@sbaeagles.org or logging on to www.sbaeagles.org/alumni. We want to hear 
from you and help everyone stay connected! Send us your Class Notes and pictures, too.

ALUMNI PHOTO ALBUM
1996 Reunion
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HOMECOMING
These SBA alums enjoy a great football game - 
(from left) Kyle Van Frank (‘15), Anna Graziosi 
(‘16), Gina Iovinelli (‘16) and members of the 
Class of ‘06, who celebrated their 10th 
reunion. Dominique Gates, Melissa Wilkes and 
Courtney Sorey. Kyle hosted the annual alumni 
tent at “Eagle Lane.”

SBA alums, who are on the SBA faculty bring up the gifts at 
the Homecoming Mass (from left Dean and Theology teacher 
John Paul Masterson (’03), History teacher Paul Frierott (’10), 
former History teacher Philip Valle (’07) and English teacher 
Pearson Allen (’00).

SBA Dean John Paul Masterson (’03) had a visit from Sister Mary Samuel, O.P., the 
first Principal of St. Benedict when she was in Memphis for her annual home visit.  
Sister is a native of Memphis and still has family here. She is one of the four  
foundresses of the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist based in Ann Arbor, MI.

Katie Jarvis (’10), who is with Discovery Park in Union City, 
TN, visited with Dr. Fischer and Mrs. Morris recently telling 
about all the Park offers for students and families. This park 
is fast becoming popular, offering a world-class educational 
experience focused on nature, science, technology, history 
and art.

ALUMNI
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Chad Martin (‘08) was honored at the Memphis Diocese Catholic Schools 
Professional Day in October. Chad is a teacher at St. John Jubilee School in 
Memphis.

Lauren Pigford (’01) art and photography (left) was displayed in a show in April at the Memphis Botanic Gar-
dens.  She also painted a piece (right) in memory and honor of 1999 alum Tony Oliveira, who died of a cancer 
several years ago. Tony was a gifted chef and has friends in the restaurant industry, not only in Memphis, but 
around the country. This piece will hang in a new Collierville restaurant. Lauren works for The Memphis  
Business Journal.

Dr. John Hyden (’93) is a physician with Campbell 
Clinic in Memphis. He is an expert in treating 
concussions and spoke to the SBA faculty on 
the impact concussions have on students’ 
performances in the classroom.
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Class of 2005 alum Dr. George Cibulas (back), an  
orthopedic surgeon, visited medical Club members in 
January. He spoke about his career path in medicine 
and the clinical aspects of his practice. George received 
his Pharm Degree at University of Mississippi (2011) 
and graduated from The University of Tennessee  
Medical School in Memphis in 2015. He is currently a 
resident in orthopaedic surgery at University of  
Michigan in Ann Arbor.

We had a nice visit from John Sandford  
(Auburndale-1983) and his new wife, Debbie in 
October. They are living in Florida and came to 
Memphis for a visit. He stopped by to see how the 
school has grown and changed since he graduated 
and said hello to Mrs. Morris, SBA Principal. John 
owns Sandford Boat Service & Repair in 
Bradenton, FL.

The Rachel Nevle (’11) and Addison Musick  
wedding on June 25, 2016 had several SBA Alums as 
members of the wedding party. Laura Baker (‘11), 
Andrew Nevle (‘13) and Elizabeth Nevle (‘16) all 
attended the couple. There were many other SBA 
Alums in attendance, as well. The wedding was in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.

ALUMNI
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The Cove on Broad Street was hopping in December at the 
memorial concert for David Cervetti (’09) , who died in March, 
2016. David’s brother Matt (’05) and his former band “Jerry Has 
No Skates” (all SBA alums) provided the entertainment. It was an 
SBA alumni party for a great cause (Daivd’s Rescue Animals Club at 
St. Francis School).

Class of 2016 alum Ben Jones stopped by SBA for a visit during his 
fall break from Mississippi State University. Ben is one of only 12 
students around the world that received a Presidential 
Scholarship from MSU. He is in the Aerospace Engineering 
department. After viewing the new SBA STEM Lab, he encouraged 
current SBA students to take advantage of all the opportunities 
they have at St. Benedict. He was especially impressed with the 
software our students were using as he is using the same in his 
classes. “Lots of schools claim to be college prep, but SBA really 
is.” He credits his success, so far, to the excellent foundation he 
received in high school.

SBA seniors Erin O’Brien and Malia Sorce visited Southeast 
Missouri State University in late February and attended the SEMO 
Conservatory of Theater and Dance production of “BIG RIVER: The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” in which Malachi Marrero (‘15) 
and Adam Schween (‘16) were performing.

SBA recently had a 
visit from former
 German exchange 
student (2008) 
Karoline Rauschen 
and her friend Philip 
Rlohert. Guidance 
Counselor Jennifer 
Brannon and science 
teacher Jamie 

Schneider gave the visitors a tour of the school and stopped in Ms.Sanders’ German class for an impromptu 
presentation (mostly in German) on Germany.
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SBA alums celebrating at the University of Memphis 
Gamma ETA Chapter of ADPi Founders Day and 
Scholarship Banquet. Principal Sondra Morris 
attended with her daughter Clare (‘15).

Surf’s up for the annual Swim Team Reunion at 
Christmas Break!

Former SBA golfer Grey Peevy (’14) went with his 
former SBA Coach Barbara Hervey to her favorite 
place in the world – Lambeau Field to watch a 
Packers game.

Taylor Barnes (’16), now a starter for Lady Tigers 
Basketball, got a visit from former Director of 
Campus Ministry and Theology teacher Hannah 
Keegan and her son John when the U of M traveled 
to Cincinnati a week ago. Hannah’s husband 
Duncan is in residency at Cincinnati Pediatric 
Hospital.

ALUMNI
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Brennan Reynolds, a much-traveled man!

   Brennen Reynolds ran into 
Natalie Hogan, a fellow member of 
the Class of 2010, in Paris, France 
and thought it would be nice to 
share a photo of them and 
Natalie’s infamous gnome Sanjo 
who was often seen around the 
SBA campus. Natalie is working in 
childhood education andlinguistics 
in Madrid, Spain and graduated 
from St. Louis University’s Spain 
campus in 2015. Brennen recently 
finished a double-degree MBA

program between Peking 
University in Beijing, China and 
National University of Singapore 
and has accepted an offer from 
The London School of Economics 
to pursue a Masters of 
International Relations starting 
this September. Brennen says, “It’s 
been an incredible six years and 
I’m proud to have retained strong 
relationships with many from the 
SBA community. Starting with 
Kindergarten at St. Dominic, 

attending high school at  
St.Benedict and finishing with four 
years at Christian Brothers 
University, I spent over seventeen 
years in Memphis-area Catholic 
schools! Brennen relates, “Upon 
graduating from SBA, I studied 
finance for four years at CBU and, 
during my time there, I spent two 
semesters abroad, one near 
Geneva, Switzerland and the other 
in Shanghai, China. It’s safe to say 
that these semesters sparked my 
interest in international education 
and travel as I have since been to 
over 50 countries on six continents 
and earned two MBAs from top 
Asian institutions. I completed a 
double-degree program between 
Peking University in Beijing, China 
and National University of 
Singapore in which one year was 
spent in Beijing and one in 
Singapore. Beijing and Greater  
China have such an interesting 
culture and history. I love 
waking up in the morning and 
seeing millennia-year-old Chinese 
architecture back-dropped by 
100-story sky scrapers. 
Ultra-modern and cosmopolitan 
Singapore is somewhat of a respite 
in an otherwise tumultuous 
Southeast Asia and its convenient 
location allows for adventurous 
weekend trips to places such as 
Thailand, Indonesia and Australia. 
These are both fantastic cities to 
live in. Initially, I intended to 
enter the labor force in Singapore 
or Hong Kong upon completion of 
my MBA but I received an offer of 
admission from The London School 
of Economics to study for a 
Master’s of International Relations.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS
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SBA grad ministers in the Faith!

     2005 SBA grad Jessica Cozart 
Mauck (left center), youth director 
at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, is 
the 2016 recipient of the 
Companions on the Journey Award 
for the Memphis Deanery. Every 
year, the Office of Youth Ministries 
presents the award to one adult in 
the Jackson Deanery and one adult 

in the Memphis Deanery. This 
award is the highest honor  
awarded to an adult from the 
National Federation for  
Catholic Youth Ministry. Jessica has 
been actively involved in parish 
and diocesan youth ministry for 
several years. She has served as 
director of youth ministry for the 
youth at Holy Rosary for the past 
six years, including both junior 
high and senior high. In this role, 
she is a true example for the 
young people of how to live their 
faith, leading them in prayer, 
instructing them in their faith, and                                
encouraging them to participate in 
the church through the sacraments 
and through parish and diocesan 

events.
   In addition, Jessica has led groups 
to the last four World Youth Days, 
including the one last summer in 
Krakow, Poland. She has served on 
the adult team for the diocesan 
youth retreats, including VOYAGE, 
QUEST and SEARCH and served as 
co-chair for the Diocesan Youth 
Celebration for two years. For the 
past several years, she has worked 
with the Knights of Malta to hold 
Friar Fest at Holy Rosary, opening 
it up to all youth throughout the 
diocese.
   Jessica is married to Sam Mauck, 
who is in campus ministry and they 
have two children.   

     Meghan Freeman  
Medford (SBA-1997) is the 
President & Managing 
Member Medford Roofing, 
Inc. She holds an 
undergraduate degree 
from Rhodes College in 
International Business, 
with a minor in Spanish.  
Additionally, she earned a 
Master of Business 

Administration from Christian Brothers University. 
    Meghan has a background in sales management in 
which she has earned various awards over the years 
such as, “Rookie of the Year,”  “Quick Start Award” 
for the highest sales in the first year, and a “Growth 
Award,” in which she was in the top 10 out of over 
300 sales representatives.  
   Recently, she completed the Small Business 
Association’s Emerging Leaders Program. This 

selective program only accepts 15 business owners 
per year with sales over $1,000,000 annually. 
Furthermore, she was also selected to participate in 
the Memphis and Shelby County Economic 
Gardening Program by the Mayor’s Innovation and 
Delivery Team. In this program, second stage 
companies are chosen to participate due to their 
success, proven track record, business model and a 
high capacity for growth. Meghan is on the Greater 
Memphis Chamber’s “Board of Governors,” as well as 
a member of both the NAWBO “National 
Association of Women Business Owners” and 
“Commercial Real Estate Women.” Additionally, 
Meghan was selected as “Young Memphis 2014” 
by the Greater Memphis Chamber and earned the 
“Top Forty Under Forty 2015” award by the Memphis 
Business Journal. This was followed by her company 
receiving one the Memphis Business Journal’s “MBJ 
Pacesetters Awards” for 2016.

SBA Alum is setting the pace

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS
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Father Adam Rust  
Celbrated our annual 
May Crowning Mass.

Mary’s Honor Court
Anna Armour
Natalie Tipton
Julia Dugan
Jessica Morrison
Shane Gaffney
Jack Mitchell



July 26: Young AlumNite (Classes 2013-2017)                     December 20-January 2: Christmas Break
August 3: Soar Day (1) 8:30-11:30am; (2) 5-6:30pm                     January 3: Classes Resume
August 8: 1st day of school ½ day (New Students)         January 15: MLK Holiday (N School)
August 9: 1st full day for all students         February 19: Presidents’ Day Holiday (No School)
August 15: Holy Day (No School)           March 12-16: Spring Break
September 4: Labor Day            March 29: Holy Thursday (1/2 day)
September 8: Homecoming            March 30: Good Friday (No School)
October 6: PD Day (No School)           April 2: Easter Break
October 9: Fall Break (No School)           May 25:  Last day of school (1/2 day
November 1: Holy Day (No School)    
November 20-24: Thanksgiving Break              Baccalaureate Mass/Graduation requested on May 11 & 12. 
2018.December 8: Holy Day (No School)                      Will be confirmed with host churches in the Fall.     
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