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CHIMES 
THE IDLEWILD 

A Good and Faithful Servant 

On May 5, the church celebrated Dr. Steve Montgomery’s 19 years as Pastor of Idlewild 
and 39 years of ministry as a pastor in the Presbyterian Church (USA). The 
congregation and community came together for one worship service at 10:30 a.m. in a 
comfortably packed sanctuary. Steve had numerous family, friends, and colleagues 
who came to town for this “special day in the life of Idlewild.” As Steve preached his 
final sermon entitled, “Finally, Brothers and Sisters, Farewell,” he reminded the 
congregation that he had preached over 700 sermons, baptized 315 people, and led 330 
funerals since he came to Idlewild in 2000. As he spoke, he reflected on the call to justice 
and public witness that has been critical to his Christian faith and his ministry, saying, 
“God is passionately interested in what we do in this world, for it is God’s world.” 

After the sermon, Steve was surprised to learn that a hymn had been commissioned in 
his honor (see pg 2). He was able to sit with his family while K. Lee Scott, the composer, 
conducted the choir and instrumentalists in offering it publicly for the first time. The 
congregation joined in on the fourth verse, giving thanks for the pastor/prophet who 
has guided us for nearly two decades. 

The church celebrated communion by intinction, with people moving to numerous 
stations around the church to receive the elements. Steve has mentioned numerous 
times how much he enjoys seeing people coming from “east and west, north and south” 
to come to the table together, so this seemed an appropriate act on his last Sunday. 
Steve’s daughter, Sumita, and his sister, Dee Dee Murphey from Atlanta, helped serve 
communion. (see p4) 
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Among the many expressions of gratitude extended to Steve Montgomery upon his retirement was the 
commissioning of a hymn in his honor. This is the story of how that hymn came to be. 

In January of this year Steve was interviewed by the Daily Memphian for an article which was published 
at the time of his retirement in May. That interview allowed Steve to reflect upon his entire career and 
ministry. An audio recording of the interview was sent (unbeknownst to Steve) to the poet Thomas 
Troeger, the most published living author of hymn texts in the English-speaking world. After carefully 
studying the interview, as well as reading many of Steve’s writings, Tom developed the text of the hymn, 
“We Gladly Sing of Love and Grace.” 

Tom stated that the dominant theme he heard repeatedly was that of struggle to maintain a balance 
between pastoral concern and prophetic action in ministry. Steve’s effort to maintain the tension of those 
concerns is the theme of the text. 

With the text completed, the next step was to deliver it to the composer, 
K. Lee Scott. Lee’s prolific work has made him a favorite composer of 
hymns and anthems throughout North America and beyond. 

His sensitive musical setting expresses the profundity, joyful optimism, 
and gratitude of the text. It calls for choir, organ, strings, handbells, and 
congregation. Lee joined us in worship on May 5 and conducted the 
hymn. Everyone present that morning stood to join in the final stanza, 
“We thank you, Lord, this church has known …”. 

The term “hymn” generally refers to the text. Hymns are sung to musical 
settings which are named. The name of the commissioned musical tune 
name is MONTGOMERY NEW. 

It was a surprise to most (certainly to Steve) until it happened.  

A Hymn Commissioned 

1. We gladly hear of love and grace – 
they are the soul’s desire – 
but struggle when we’re called to face 
your purifying fire. 
How tempting, Lord, to turn away 
from your prophetic word, 
and mute the hardest things you say 
lest we should be disturbed. 

 
2. O Christ, who prayed alone at dawn, 

you knew the strain and stress 
of being by the Spirit drawn 
to judge and also bless: 
you threw the money changers out 
and welcomed sinners in, 
prophetic acts that turned about 
how things had always been. 
 

3. Grant now to us an ample heart 
with room enough to hold 
the healing judgment you impart 
that does not rant or scold, 
but standing up to hate and fear 
and keeping hope alive 
gives witness that God’s reign draws near 
when peace and justice thrive. 

 
4.   We thank you, Lord, this church has known 

the faith for which we pray 
in one whose ministry has shown 
your just and loving way, 
a pastor and a prophet too 
who with the Spirit’s fire 
has brought to us your word anew 
to challenge and inspire. 

 
–  Thomas H. Troeger 

copyright © 2019 Oxford University Press 

We gladly hear of love and grace 

Dee Dee Murphey, Sumita Montgomery, 
and Steve during the hymn. 
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Our Gamaliel Moment 
One thing we know well as a congregation is change.  

In an eight day period, we heard of three clergy/program staff transitions in addition to 
already knowing about Pastor Steve’s retirement. Lots of people changes. And, we have 
building changes galore with the More Idlewild Building Project. Standing in the hall with 
eyes slightly squinted, a long-time member peered through the T.K. Young Room at the 
old kitchen. The familiar old stainless steel, dented but loved, was gone and protruding 
six feet out, a new steel stud wall had appeared, sharp and unfamiliar. The old kitchen is 
making way for accessible restrooms in the 1928 Sanctuary Building.  

Looking over this congregant’s shoulder to share her perspective, I felt her sigh and 
heard, "I don't want to see this kitchen change." On her face, I saw the same look I’d 
seen in another’s earlier when I had been nonchalant about all the people and building 
changes. The truth I was hiding with my nonchalance is that it is hard work to let go of 
something well known without knowing exactly what might be next. Change, like we are now facing at Idlewild, 
brings a good dose of uncertainty and unpredictability which begs for both courage and trust. 

In the midst of the beginning and changing world of the church, there was much change and disruption. In that 
place, Peter and John encountered the gracious empathy and wisdom of a Pharisee named Gamiliel who said to 
those gathered, “Let them alone. If this program or this work is merely human, it will fall apart, but if it is of God, 
there is nothing you can do about it—and you better not be found fighting against God!” (Acts 5:39, Message 
translation). I appreciate this text’s hopeful reminder that we can trust that God is at work in the uncertainty and 
unpredictability of both staff and people changes. 

As construction moves into the 1928 Sanctuary Building, and as we settle into the newly renovated Jones Building, 
we are finding our way into "new" places. We’ve wished Steve well into retirement, Caitlin and Carl have moved 
on, and soon we’ll say our goodbyes to Margaret and Rebekah.  

More Than A Meal shifted into Montgomery Hall. The deacons were there that first ‘new’ night as church and 
community made a way together. Children of deacons served and picked up plates. Staff, community, and long 
serving volunteers took deep breaths, asked questions, and wondered aloud as a new plan unfolded. Two weeks 
later, QUEST youth helped to serve before their lock in. Christ’s ministry continues! 

The Session met in Montgomery Hall in May. Air handling noise made it difficult to hear. Instead of throwing 
hands up in frustration, we are working together to discern how we troubleshoot a well cooled, overly noisy room. 
If you are meeting in a room and find similar conditions, please know that we are working on a solution. We are 
living in the present, honoring the past, and looking to the future as a church staff, and as disciples of Christ at 
Idlewild. We are learning that we have to be flexible and patient with the demands of new work and ministry 
space, as well as with daily construction. Change is hard work. 

Gamiliel encouraged the people of God to remember that it is God who works out all things for good, according to 
His plan. So for that good at work at Idlewild, thanks be to God; and for the courage, curiosity, patience, and 
flexibility of all in the meantime, thanks be to God. 

A letter to the congregation  
from Anne H.K. Apple 
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May 5 continued 
The benediction was a memorable and meaningful moment for all as Steve blessed us with a singing of Mr. Rogers’s 
“It’s You I Like” as he walked down the aisle for his final benediction. 

As we move into this next phase in Idlewild’s life and ministry, we hold fast to the words of scripture with which Steve 
concluded his final sermon: 

So finally, brothers and sisters, “Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.” “Love one another 
as Christ has loved you.” “For you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are the fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and members of the household of God, built upon the apostles and prophets, and Christ Jesus 
himself.” “Brothers and sisters, please keep in mind that whenever you meet any person, high or low, rich or 
poor, you are dealing with God.” “Finally, brothers and sisters, be strong in the Lord. Rejoice in the Lord.” 
“Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, thing about these things.” “Finally, 
brothers and sisters, farewell. Live in peace, and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 

Following worship, the church gathered together in the recently opened Jones building for a potluck lunch to celebrate 
Steve Montgomery. The congregation was led to lunch by multiple “Big Head Steves” carried by some of our children 
and youth. This meal was the first major event in the renovated Jones Building and our first time using the new 
kitchen. Ms. Faye and the rest of the kitchen staff fried 1,000 pieces of chicken for the event! The planning team for the 
celebration was chaired by Elizabeth Alrutz and Larry Bryan and included Abigail Apple, Chad Braddock, Sissy 
Carpenter, Meghan Clark, Jessica Joshi, Jim McClanahan, Peggy McClure, Janie McCrary, AJ Northrop, Kyle Veazey, 
Gib Wilson, and Nancy Wilson. 
 
We were pleased to welcome Jim Strickland, Mayor of the City of Memphis; Lee Harris, Mayor of Shelby County; 
Congressman Steve Cohen, Representative for the 9th District of Tennessee; and Rabbi Micah Greenstein, Senior Rabbi 
at Temple Israel as part of our celebration. Mayor Harris and Mayor Strickland read a joint proclamation and declared 
May 5 to be Steve Montgomery day. They also presented Steve with a key to the City of Memphis.   
 
Larry Bryan, co-chair of the celebration and chair of the Pastor Nominating Committee that called Steve in 2000, spoke 
about Steve’s ministry and presented Steve with several gifts from the congregation. It was announced that the new 
fellowship hall would be named Montgomery Hall, and Steve’s portrait will hang in the new space. The festivities 
continued with a collection of video tributes to Steve which included reflections from Micah Greenstein, the ESL 
students of Brewster Elementary, Steve’s brother Rev. David Montgomery, and numerous pastoral colleagues. The 
crowd enjoyed a video of pictures from Steve’s time at Idlewild which offered plenty of laughs as well as tears. 
 
The Joyful Fellowship Committee, chaired by AJ Northrop, navigated the details of the potluck from decorations to 
logistics. Jeni Linkous served as chair for the potluck planning group. 
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Mayors Strickland and Harris present a proclamation for Steve 
Montgomery Day 

“Big heads” of Steve led the parade from worship to the  
potluck in the gym. 

Steve and Micah Greenstein make their  
way to lunch. 

Donning the robe for the last time. What’s that? 

Steve and Sumita during the video presentation. 

Anne, Margaret, Steve, and Rebekah 
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Staff Transitions 
Our church received news of several staff transitions in the last few months. 

The Reverend Margaret Burnett sent word to the congregation on March 31 that 
she would resigning from her position as Associate Pastor Executive Director of 
CAFE (Child and Family Enrichment Center). Her last Sunday will be June 30. In 
Steve Montgomery’s letter to the congregation announcing this news, he wrote, 
“Margaret has been here for 16 years, which makes her the longest serving 
associate pastor in Idlewild's history, a truly amazing  fact considering the varied 
challenges of urban ministry. We are a far different church because of her ministry 
here...far more faithful, far more active, and far more understanding of the church's 
role in the greater Memphis community and the world.” 

In Margaret’s letter to the congregation, she noted that her dual position was 
designed to last for three years and that June 30 is the end of that time period. She 
wrote, “Idlewild Church is ready for a season with new leadership, exciting 
stewardship, and faithful growth. Idlewild an extraordinary church, and anyone 
who is called to serve among you is blessed.” 

We look forward to celebrating Margaret and her ministry on June 30 following 
worship. 

 

The Reverend Rebekah Abel Lamar, Associate Pastor for Christian Formation, 
announced on April 7 that she has taken a call to serve as Senior Pastor and Head 
of Staff of Government Street Presbyterian Church in Mobile, AL. Her last Sunday 
will be June 23. In the last four years, Rebekah has worked to pull all the Christian 
Formation committees (Children, Youth, Young Adult, and Adult) under one 
umbrella. In his letter to the congregation, Steve Montgomery wrote of his 
gratitude for “her appreciation for new scholarship in bible study, her willingness 
to try new things, her solid preaching, and her wisdom which often astounded me. 
She has the unique gift of listening and then being able to summarize all we have 
heard.” 

Rebekah wrote to the congregation, “I cannot ever fully express my gratitude for 
who you are or for the privilege of being in ministry with you. You truly seek to be 
a place ‘where all who enter find a home.’ Thank you for being a home to me and 
my family these last four years.” 

We look forward to celebrating Rebekah and her ministry on June 23 following 
worship. 

 

Caitlin Bomar, Director of Children’s Ministry, announced her resignation on April 9, as she and her family would 
be moving to Virginia where her husband, Kyle, has been appointed as pastor of a United Methodist congregation 
in Elkton, VA. Steve and Rebekah, in a letter to the church, echoed what many others have felt, stating “The energy 
and enthusiasm [Caitlin] brought to her work has been contagious. The number of children in our ministries has 
grown significantly as Caitlin has added monthly fellowship gatherings, increased worship leadership 
opportunities for children, and refined the Sunday School hour.” The church celebrated Caitlin during the First 
Sunday Lunch on June 2. 
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Transition Plan 
With all the transition in the church, the Session has 
approved the following short-term staffing plan: 

· The Reverend Anne H.K. Apple will serve as 
Transitional Head of Staff from May 6 until 
September 8, 2019. 

· The Reverend Sara Dorrien-Christians will serve as 
Transitional Associate Pastor from June 1, 2019 
until May 31, 2020. 

· Marjorie Reynolds has been hired as Director of 
Children’s Ministry and will begin on June 9. 

· The Reverend Elizabeth Doolin (Director of Young 
Adult Ministry) and Virginia Goss (Assistant 
Director of Youth Ministry) will take on additional 
duties in pastoral care and Adult Ministry 
throughout the summer. 

· A transition work group, consisting of Mike Bruno 
(Nominations), Katie Cole (Vision Council), Todd 
Taylor (Personnel), and Drew Wilson (Budget and Finance) has been tasked by the congregation to begin 
interviews of an Interim Head of Staff to begin on September 8 unless the Pastor Nominating Committee 
directs otherwise. 

· The Pastor Nominating Committee continues their search for a new installed Pastor/Head of Staff. 

An Untraditional Easter Tradition 
by Amy Turner 

Steve and I have always loved the tradition of a children’s Easter egg hunt, so we were thrilled when Anne 
called one winter day to ask us to help with the Easter egg hunt that was one of the many special events 
planned for Spring Fling, a day of worship, celebration, and fellowship, at Shelby Farms in April. The 
committee planned for a fabulous hunt at Shelby Farms, members of our congregation stuffed hundreds of 
plastic eggs, and we eagerly watched the number of young children registered for the Easter egg hunt 
grow as the event neared.   

But the weather did not cooperate and a last minute decision had to be made. Spring Fling was relocated 
to the church, and revised plans were quickly developed for each of the events.   

So we arrived early that rainy morning, revamped our strategy for the hunt, and helped to hide hundreds 
of colorful plastic eggs throughout the sanctuary. Young families arrived and excited children hunted for 

eggs in the sanctuary, the narthex, the choir 
loft, and the balcony. There were eggs 
everywhere. It was perhaps a bit 
unconventional, but it was perfect. It was 
joyful! 

As our own children are teenagers and are 
so very close to leaving the nest, it was also 
a time for us to reflect on what Easter 
traditions and the church have meant to us 
through the years. As I looked around our 
sanctuary, buzzing with youthful energy, I 
couldn’t help but think of all that lies ahead 
for these young families, of how quickly 
life happens and changes, and of how 
important the community of Idlewild will 
be to them as their children grow.  

N
urture 

Sermon Series Sundays in 
July– Psalm 23 



8  

 

 

Baptized in the Faith 

Hallie Rose Bryan 
daughter of Ireys & Nate Bryan 

Robert Alvin Hatcher, III 
son of Emma & Marshall Hatcher 

William Hoffman Pontius 
son of Carey & Philip Pontius 

Lyndon Lee Walker 
son of August & Brandon Walker 

Losses in the Church 

Emily Carothers 
August 30, 1942 – April 20, 2019  

Fraser Humphreys 
August 9, 1925—May 6, 2019 

Sissy Jones 
March 18, 1937 – April 13, 2019  

Lloyd Nelson 
August 10, 1938—May 28, 2019 

Nola McKnight 
July 25, 1919 – April 11, 2019  

Jean Sights 
December 19, 1920 – March 18, 2019  

Dismissed 
Weezie Cannon Finlay  

to First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, GA 

Restored to the Roll 
Leslie Diane Halpern 

 

New Members 

Joanne Barringer 
by reaffirmation of faith 

Alex Bibighaus 
by reaffirmation of faith 

Bruce Butler 
by affirmation of faith 

Scott Finney 
by reaffirmation of faith 

Chris Fuchs 
by reaffirmation of faith 

Beth Heflin 
by letter of transfer  

Julie & David Nanney 
by reaffirmation of faith 

Caitlin Neal 
by letter of transfer 

Laura & RobertStroup 
by reaffirmation of faith 

Sarah Veazey 
by letter of transfer 

Removed from the Roll 
Jeanne Arthur 

William Thomas Arthur, Jr. 
John Barry Barton, Jr 

Lindsay Keller Barton 
Auten Clark Chitwood 

Cynthia Anne Chitwood 
Leila West Frazier 
Carole Freeburg 

Laura Nell Gullett 
Mary Beth Spencer 

Transitions in Our Church Family  

 

 

 

IDLEWILD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

1750 Union Memphis TN 38104 
www.idlewildchurch.org  

Office 901-726-4681 | Fax 725-4535  
Recreation 725-4165 | CAFE 746-9450 

 
MINISTERIAL & PROGRAM STAFF 

Contact information is at  
www.idlewildchurch.org/who_staff.html 

Anne H.K. Apple 
Transitional Head of Staff  

Margaret Burnett 
Associate Pastor/Executive Director of CAFE  

Sara Dorrien-Christians 
Transitional Associate Pastor 

Rebekah Abel Lamar 
Associate Pastor for Christian Formation 

Corinne Nienhuis 
Parish Assistant 

Stephen R. Haynes 
Theologian in Residence 

Barry Oliver 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jacob Pierce 
Director of Re:Creation & Creative Plays 

Shari Gross 
Coordinator of Nurture Unit  

Frank Kelly 
Director of Youth Ministry 

Elizabeth H. Doolin 
Director of Young Adult Ministry  

Marjorie Reynolds 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

Doris Hurdle 
Director of Operations 

 

 

 

The Mission of Idlewild Presbyterian Church is to 
pursue, personify, and practice as Presbyterians 
the good news of reconciliation and salvation in 
Christ through worship, education, fellowship, 
and outreach.  

The Idlewild Chimes is a publication of Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church (USA), 1750 Union Ave., 
Memphis TN 38104. Newsletters and bulletins are 
at www.idlewildchurch.org. Editor: Jenni Brooks, 
jbrooks@idlewildchurch.org.  

IDLEWILDCHURCH.ORG  
Calendar | Registrations | Giving  

Bulletins | Sermons 
Member News & Resources 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church 

Kevin Getman was named an Associate Principal at Pickering Firm, Inc. 

Laura Matthews placed third in the Gulf Coast Ironman Triatholon. 

We offer condolences in these deaths in our extended church family:  

Ennis Hurdle, step-father of Frank Saunders 

Joy Johnson, mother of Debbie Hogan 

Parmalee Key, mother of Charles Key 

Greg Myers, father of William Myers 

Bernice Sombart, mother of Lisa Street 

Charles Wells, grandfather of Zach Wells 

John Zanca, brother of David Zanca 

Jimmie Wood, grandfather of Marshall Hatcher 
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A Dad’s Take on Spring Fling 
by Kevin Getman 

Spring Fling was a hit even with the last minute change of venue. Two 
weeks before Easter, Spring Fling was originally scheduled to be held at 
Shelby Farms. When severe thunderstorms rolled in, it was relocated to 
the church. My family had a blast. Yard games were set up throughout 
the halls. Board games, food, and fellowship were abundant in the T.K. 
Young Room. Egg painting was in the garth. An Easter egg hunt went on 
throughout the entire sanctuary. 

With our children, Caroline (age four) and Anna Cate (age two), we 
focused mainly on the yard games and Easter egg hunt and the spoils of 
the Easter egg hunt. My wife followed Caroline through the pews, and I 
trailed Anna Cate as she climbed to the top of the choir loft searching for 
eggs. As we picked up eggs under the choir chairs, I realized, in the 13 
years going to Idlewild, I had never been in the choir loft before. It was 
fun seeing the sanctuary from a new perspective. After the games, Easter eggs, and too much candy, we 
wrapped up the day with lunch and fellowship in the T.K Young Room. Everything was great. Two weeks 
after Easter, my daughter Caroline and I were sitting in church, and she found a forgotten Easter egg. She 
found it empty so she decided to hide some money in it so the next person who found it would get an 
Easter surprise.  

Meet Virginia Goss 
In March, we welcomed Virginia Goss as our Assistant Director 
of Youth Ministry. Virginia is a graduate of Princeton Seminary 
and is already doing a great job working with our QUEST 
(6th—8th grade) youth. In her short time here, she has helped 
with the confirmation retreat, changed offices, moved into our 
new youth rooms in the Jones Building, and started planning 
for the fall. 

On May 30, Virginia and the QUEST youth enjoyed a lock-in at 
the church. It was the first event in the new QUEST and BASIC 
space! The group of 23 youth started their time together by 
serving dinner to guests at More Than A Meal. The youth 
talked about the importance of service in the Christian life. They were surprised to find some kids their 
own age who came for dinner and were deeply affected by the thought of kids just like them without 
enough food to eat.  Later, the youth played plenty of games and did some late night swimming. They used 
the new youth rooms on the 3rd floor east hallway of the Jones Building to watch movies and hang out. 
Several youth who were new to Idlewild participated in the lock-in and they and their families are eager to 
continue their involvement. 

Virginia Goss 
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MEMORIALS 

MARY LOU ADAMS 
Jo Ann Acuff 
Dr. Derene Akins 
Don & Jane Allen 
Julia Allen 
Wendi & Ed Ansbro 
Ed & Margaret Apple & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Arnold & Family 
Arts & Garden Club 
Pan & Carl Awsumb 
E.J. Baird 
Steve & Catherine Berger 
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Bobo 
Peggy Bodine 
Wallace & Olivia Bruce 
Miss Allison Buchignani 
Mr. & Mrs. John Richard     
 Buchignani 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Buchignani 
Lewis Buford III 
Laura, Jim, & Hays Bynum 
Judith & Bruce Campbell 
Margaret S. Clifton 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Crump 
Elizabeth G. Daughdrill 
Ann W. Day 
Tricia Dean 
Betty Smith Dobson 
Leslie & Jeff Drinan 
Jerald Duncan 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Edwards  
Madeleine Elmer 
Susan Faber 
Jean Farris 
Dr. & Mrs. Victor Feisal 
Jim & Anne Ferguson 
Anne Fisher 
Dot & Dick Fisher 
Dottie & Josh French 
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Galyean 
Bill & Julia Gibbons 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Trowbridge  
 Gillespie, Jr. 
Minna & Alan Glenn 
Larry Hardy 
Nan Hawkes 
Dennis Higdon 
Steve Hoffman 
Anne Holdaway 
Laurie B. Hudson 
Buzzy Hussey & Hal Brunt 

Eva & Bobby Hussey 
Betty & Kenneth Jack 
Mackie Johnson 
Carol Jones 
Emily Kay 
The Kaiser Family 
John Klettner 
Craig Kent 
Bailey & Mike Kirwan 
Philip & Mary Kuhn 
Dr. & Mrs. Mack Land 
Natalie & Davant Latham 
Eb & Camille LeMaster 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Llewellyn 
Milton & Maggie Lovell 
Perre Magness 
Linda & Neely Mallory 
Sammy Ann Marshall 
Dr. R.M. McCloy 
Peggy McClure 
Marion McDonald 
Mimi & Ed McDugle 
Nancy & Steve Morrow 
Bill & Jane Morton 
Pat & Ralph Neely 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter R. Pettit 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Shea Pettit 
Bill & Sue Pittman 
Kent Plunkett 
Suzanne Plyler 
John & Trish Pontius 
Meredith Pritchartt 
Mary Montedonico Reed 
Maizie Rhea 
Mr. & Mrs. Shannon Rhodes 
Tina Collier Roberts 
Mary Rote 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Samaha 
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Saxton & Family 
Julie & Malcolm Saxon 
Chuck & Susan Schadt 
Sea Island Friends 
Betty Louis Sheppard 
Beth Simpson 
Anne Speer 
Ellen & Ellis Tavin 
Cyndy Taylor 
Larry & Shari Tucker 
Mary Voigt 
Clara S. Waddell 
Lee Walker 
Jan & Alan Wentz 

Gina & John White 
Tom & Caroline Willingham 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Wilson 
David & Ginny Zanca 

E’LANE KIRKPATRICK BOBO 
Anne Fisher 

MILTON P. BROWN 
Anne Brown 
Marie & Keith English 

EMILY CAROTHERS 
Clare Stallings 
Larry & Shari Tucker 

SAM COLE 
Anne Fisher 
Beth Simpson 

MARTHA ANNE DUNCAN 
Wallace & Olivia Bruce 

JOSEPH FISHER 
Emily & Jerry Gay 
Camille & William Gotten 
Dr. & Mrs. James Lasry 
Celia Ridley 

BILL CARRINGTON JONES 
Wendi & Ed Ansbro 
James H. Barton 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Bordeaux, Jr.  
Loring & Howard Byers 
Carol & Paul Calame 
Elizabeth Daughdrill 
Marcelle Evans 
Jane Feild 
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Galyean 
Bill & Julia Gibbons 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Trowbridge 
 Gillespie, Jr.  
Camille & William Gotten 
Dennis Higdon 
Edward B. LeMaster III 
Linda & Neely Mallory 
Barbara McCaull 
Mary Montedonico Reed 
Linda Rhea 
Myrle Scott 
Dr. & Mrs. Owen B. Tabor 
Marianne & Ron Veazey 
Betty Welch 
Nora Witmer 
Gina &  John White 

HENRY W. JONES 
Steve & Catherine Berger 
Myrle Scott 

SISSY JONES 
Chuck & Susan Cape 
Alan & Minna Glenn 
Sara Heckle 
Robert C. Lanier 
Michael & Melissa Peeler 
David & Donna Rhodes 
Beth Simpson 
Clare Stallings 

PERCY MAGNESS 
Myrle Scott 

ELOISE MAYS 
Betty Louis Sheppard 

DENTON McLELLAN 
Judy & Jay Jenkins 

NOLA McKNIGHT 
Harry & Bridget Hampson 
Pat Sullivan 

GREG MYERS 
Betty Louis Sheppard 

SVEND NIELSEN 
Anne Fisher 
Ken & Ginger Mathis 

JEAN SIGHTS 
Corinne & Bob Adrian 
Janice Albertine 
Anna V. Anderson 
Arts & Garden Club 
Mrs. Roy E. Bell Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Bobo 
Chuck & Mary Jane Clayton 
Anne Fisher 
Minna & Alan Glenn 
Camille & William Gotten 
Larry Hardy 
Judith T. Harrison 
Lisa Jehl 
Kay Jones 
Alonzo & Patsy Kersey 
John & Susan Laverty 
Maggie & Milton Lovell 
Camille & Eb LeMaster 
John & Glenda O’Connor 
Jody & Cindy Pendergrast 
John & Trish Pontius 
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 Mary Montedonico Reed 
Patrick Sala 
Beth Simpson 
Janice & Preston Templeton 
Mydelle Wilson 

JULIE SPRUNT 
Roberta S. Goforth 

NELIE WALKER 
Jane Feild 

HONORARIA 

ANNE H.K. APPLE 
Judy & Jay Jenkins 

MARGARET BURNETT 
Judy & Jay Jenkins 

RAVI & HEATHER CHAUHAN, 
REID CHAUHAN & CLAIRE CHAUHAN 
Jeannette Garrett & Mary Helen Wilson 

REBEKAH ABEL LAMAR 
Judy & Jay Jenkins 

STEVE MONTGOMERY 
Judy & Jay Jenkins 

RICHARD & FREIDA PEARSON, 
TAYLOR PEARSON & CLARE LAUNDER 
Jeannette Garrett & Mary Helen Wilson 

JULIE & JIM RAINES 
The Needles Family 

 

This list reflects gifts received through April 30 

O
utreach 

Voices from the Garden 
by Clare Stallings 
The noonday sun beat down on a gathering of 
Idlewilders, volunteers, and young Binghamton 
residents as Sara Dorrien-Christians recently led a 
service asking God’s blessing on McMerton Garden. 
I am grateful for purple martins singing around the 
tall birdhouse at the corner of Merton and McAdoo, 
in the first garden site. 

Working in that garden has already been a blessing 
to many. Among them is Melissa Peeler who says, “I 
love building relationships with the kids and 
learning a bit of what it’s like to be a refugee. Also, 
while sweating over weed-pulling you get to know 
the funny side of folks you see only in church.” 

“My reward,” says Dolores Bell, “is learning that the neighbors enjoy our flowers as if they were growing in 
their own yards. It’s a blessing to be able to share the beauty with them.” 

Minna Glenn added, “I love getting my hands in the soil.  Volunteering has improved my listening … to the 
soil, to the neighbors, and to fellow workers.” 

Jim Levernier contributes, “I love to see the gardens free of weeds and all in a row. It just has to be an 
inspiration to the neighborhood.” 

“Preparing the soil, planting seeds, and even weeding are contemplative activities and make me feel one with 
God’s creation. Working beside young people from other cultures has also been a great joy,” said Katie Cole. 

For more information and pictures, go to Idlewild’s Facebook page and to the garden website 
(mcmertongardening.godaddysites.com). Come join us on Saturday mornings!  

 

McMerton Garden Blessing on May 25 



12  

 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

MEMPHIS TN 
PERMIT NO. 183 

 

 

 

IDLEWILD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1750 UNION AVENUE 
MEMPHIS TENNESSEE 38104 

 

Upcoming Events  
Pottery  
On Wednesday, June 12, the Pottery Studio reopens. The open studio will be open 6-8 p.m. on Wednesdays. Donations 
are appreciated to cover the cost of supplies. 

Theology on Tap 
Theology on Tap meets at various locations Thursdays through August 8. Email Elizabeth Doolin for more information 
at edoolin@idlewildchurch.org.  

Micah Greenstein 
Micah Greenstein, Senior Rabbi at Temple Israel, will be preaching and teaching the Adult Forum on July 21. 

Rally Day 
Sunday, August 18 is Rally Day! Come to the sanctuary for a fun kickoff event before children go to their new 
classrooms; then attend the adult ministry fair to learn about ways to enrich your Christian formation. 

Faith & Advocacy 
On Sunday, August 25, come for a simple supper and a presentation by Peter Gathje about the important of advocacy in 
our life of faith, followed by a worship service led by the Reverend Ayanna Johnson Watkins. 

Join us each Sunday through August 11 at 9:40 a.m. for the Summer Speaker Series. Each 
week offers a different topic. 

Please remember to keep your pledge current during the summer months. 


