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Come and See the Newest Plans for the More
Idlewild Building Project
Some significant changes have been made regarding the building project and
renovations for the Jones Building. All church members are invited to come to one
of two meetings to learn all about these exciting revisions. The meetings will be the
same, and both will be held in the T.K. Young Room. The first meeting is Sunday,
September 10, after the 11:00 service (as soon as folks get their lunch); the second
will be Wednesday, September 13, at 6:00 p.m. Please see page 4 for more More

Idlewild details.

September 10
BUILDING UPDATE MEETING
FIRST/SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH*
CHOIR LEADERS CONCERT
“IN THE KNOW” PARENTS CLASS
OUTFLIX FILM SHOWING

September 13
BUILDING UPDATE MEETING

September 15
CREATED BY GOD

September 19

Choir Ensemble & Soloists Present Concert
On Sunday, September 10, the
Idlewild Choir section leaders will
present a concert in the east transept
of the sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. We
have gifted leaders in our choir, and
this is an opportunity for them to sing
music not normally sung at church.
The concert will last one hour and
will include ensemble singing such as
madrigals and solos from operas and
musicals. It’s free for everyone. Please
come—and bring friends!

Choir members rehearse for Sept. 10 concert

PW FALL GATHERING

September 24
CHURCH POTLUCK

*First Sunday Lunch will be on the
Second Sunday in September.
See all Dates & Events on page 6.

Enjoy Food and Fun at the Fall Potluck
The annual Church Potluck will be Sunday, September 24. We’ll have Miss Faye's
fried chicken. If you can, please provide a side dish, salad or dessert. There will be
plenty of child-friendly activities. Bring a friend to church
and stay for the fun!

NaCoMe Fall Camp — It Really Is
for Everyone!
BUILDING UPDATES
SUNDAY, SEPT. 10
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 13
Please see details on page 4

Whether you’re young, old, single, partnered, have
children, are a new member or a lifetime Idlewilder...
NaCoMe All-Church Camp is for you! NaCoMe is
October 13-15. You need to register this month! It’s a
fun, relaxing weekend away from urban life, a time to
connect with God, self, others, and nature.
You can get details and register for NaCoMe on Sunday mornings, or visit
www.idlewildchurch.org/recreation. You can register and pay your deposit online,
then send in the balance later. Sunday, October 1 is the registration deadline.

IDLEWILD PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH (USA)
1750 Union Memphis TN 38104
www.idlewildchurch.org
Office 901-726-4681  Fax 725-4535
Recreation 725-4165  Children’s Center 725-7941

MINISTERIAL & PROGRAM STAFF
Staff emails & phone extensions can be found at
www.idlewildchurch.org/who_staff.html

See the Outflix Film “A Million Happy Nows”
“A Million Happy Nows,” one of this year’s Outflix movies, is being sponsored
by Idlewild. The film will be showing at Malco Ridgeway Sunday, Sept. 10
at 1:30 p.m. If you want to ride the church bus, which will leave after church
lunch at 1:00, please RSVP ASAP (space is limited) with Shari Gross at
sgross@idlewildchurch.org. Visit
outflixfestival.org for more festival
info. The movie trailer in on YouTube
(search for “A Million Happy Nows”).

Mid-South Pride is Saturday, Sept. 30
The Mid-South Pride Festival and Parade is Saturday, Sept. 30, 10:00–5:00 at
Robert Church Park. Stop by Idlewild’s tent at the festival then join with others in
the community to march in the parade at 1:00 on Beale Street. Wear your
favorite Idlewild t-shirt!

Join the Handbell Choir this fall
If you have a basic knowledge and a love of music, the Handbell Choir is
for you! The choir rehearses and rings Sundays before 11:00 worship and
during some special services. Faith, focus and forgiveness are practiced,
too. To inquire about joining the handbell choir, contact David Schnell at
dhschnell@idlewildchurch.org.

Autumn Music Notes
The Idlewild Adult Choir — Adult choir rehearsals are each Wednesday, 7:00–
9:00 p.m., with additional monthly section rehearsals. The choir is open to those
in high school through adulthood, and skill level is varied. Now is a good time to
join! Please contact Barry Oliver to discuss joining the choir.
Sunday Morning Music For Children — Sunday morning musical activities are
part of children’s Christian education. The focus is to help children participate
more fully and meaningfully during the worship hour. Sessions are led by people
actively involved in our music program. From time to time, children may present
a song during the 11:00 worship service.
Children’s Choir — Barry Oliver, Director of Music Ministry, gathers children to
form a choir for worship from time to time. All 3rd–6th graders who might be
interested are welcome. Please contact Barry for further information.
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DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER
CHIMES IS THURSDAY, SEPT. 14

Grounded in Scripture, Surrounded by Community

S

ome of you might remember the time a few weeks ago, on August 13, when Sarah Wolf, our Director of Young
Adult Ministry, rudely interrupted me in the midst of my sermon! (For those of you who weren’t there, you can
probably Livestream it [sermon at 32:13]. And full disclosure: We had it all planned!)

Though we had some fun with it, the topic was serious, how Peter nearly drowned in the midst of a storm at
night, only to have Jesus reach out his hand to rescue him.
I talked about “the dark night of the soul,” those times when darkness, fear,
doubt, and even depression seem to take hold of our lives. The overall theme
was that, even in darkness, God comes to us.
I spent a lot of time with this line of thought, because you and I ….and Sarah…all
know something of those feelings, regardless of age, socio-economic level, race or
gender. But also because someone that week asked me “So Steve, how have you
managed to keep going amidst the darkness of our world?”
I shared two points: I simply don’t think I could keep going without my faith, a
faith that struggles with doubts and fears, to be sure, but a faith that is sustained
by prayer, grounded in scripture, and surrounded by a community.

A letter to the congregation
from Pastor Steve Montgomery

That’s not a bad clarion call for a deeper participation in church as we begin a
new year. Prayer is not simply my communicating with God, pleading, as Anne
Lamott says: “Help me, thank you, and wow! But also listening for God
communicating with me. Call it prayer, call it meditation, call it mindfulness, but
much of it is in accord with the Psalmist: “Be still and know that I am God.”

Grounded in scripture doesn’t mean we find all the answers to the mysteries of
life in that sacred book, but when some fundamental pastors take isolated texts
and hit people over the head with it, or (as they have in the past few weeks) to justify not only racism, misogyny, and
homophobia, but also claiming that our president has a mandate from God to drop a nuclear bomb on North Korea, we
need to at least be aware of the grand themes of scripture. It has helped me to find my own story in these age old stories.
For I find that the Bible reads me more than I read the Bible!

And surrounded by a community. I need to know that I am not alone. I need a place where I can be free to share my
heresies without judgment, or to share my vulnerabilities and doubts. Most importantly, I need to be surrounded by
people who remind me that though there is darkness in the world, there are many, many, many good people doing good
things. I lift them up daily.
Let me give an example. I have experienced that “dark night of the soul” as I have talked with my Latino friends, some of
whose fathers and husbands have been deported, despite claims that ICE is only going after hardened criminals. It is
discouraging, even depressing.
But after a meeting with their leaders in which they asked us to show support to students going back to school, we had
about 50 Idlewild members and friends show up at Brewster Elementary School. It was one of the most moving spiritual
experiences I have had in quite some time.
Standing next to me was Ben Clark. He and his wife Meghan moved here from Charlotte this year, along with their two
precious girls, Sloane and Mae. Ben was holding a sign his children made with their hand prints in various colors
surrounding the words “Bienvenidos” and “Welcome.” Ben said that Sloane, his three year old, didn’t fully understand the
situation, but she did realize that she was doing this “to make other children happy.”
Out of the mouths of babes comes a clarion call to get involved in the faith community!
Thanks be to God.
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Come See the Updated Building Plans!
Some significant changes have been made regarding the renovations for the
Jones Building. The changes were approved by the Session on Aug. 16. Two
forums are scheduled in the T.K. Young Room for the congregation to learn
about these changes.

Sunday, September 10 — 12:15 p.m.
On September 10 we are having church lunch (instead of the first
Sunday), so the forum will begin once folks get their lunch.

Wednesday, September 13 — 6:00 p.m.
All church members are encouraged to attend one of these events
so you will know what’s happening in the upcoming year.

During the summer, the Jones Building was cleared out and a
renovation sale raised about $4,000, which goes into the capital campaign
fund. Then the building was shut down for the process of asbestos abatement;
that continues into September and has to be completed before other work
begins.

With Rally Day kick off, most Sunday school classes have been set up in
the sanctuary building; some youth and young adult classes are at the CAFE
house on Evergreen or at the Samaritan Counseling Center house on
Auburndale. Congratulations to all our cheerful, hardworking volunteers and
to our Christian Formation leaders and staff members, who have all done an
amazing job with this transition.

Regular updates and special notices
are being sent to the congregation &
published in bulletins and newsletters
throughout the renovation. Visit
www.idlewildchurch.org and click
“More Idlewild” at the top for info.
If you have a question or comment,
use the “Questions” link on the left
side of the More Idlewild page
(www.idlewildchurch.org/
moreidlewild), or check with a
member of the Building Committee.
Wonderful changes are happening
in our church as we become—
more welcoming, more caring,
more serving… MORE IDLEWILD!
Building Committee: Kirk Bobo and
Steve Valentine, chairs; Chick Hill,
Betsy Hood, Albert Johnson, Mark
Jones, Lisa Mallory, Charlie
McCrary, Josh Poag, Elizabeth
Rouse, and Joellyn Sullivan,
members; and Pastor Steve
Montgomer y, Doris Hurdle,
Rebekah Abel Lamar, Jenni Brooks,
and Ginny Moore, staff liaisons.

Presbyterian Women — For All Women!
If you’ve never been in a circle, please know that you’re very welcome.
Monthly circles begin October 3. Most meet the first Tuesday of each
month, with times, hosts and meeting locations listed in the bulletin the
prior Sunday. For more information about Presbyterian Women,
contact Teresa Caldwell, 830-4650 or teresa-caldwell@hotmail.com, or
visit www.idlewildchurch.org/women.

A New Lunchtime Study Circle
A new circle will meet in the church parlor at 11:00 the first Tuesday of
each month, beginning October 3. Come and study Hebrews from the
Horizons Bible Study and enjoy the fellowship of other women. If
you’re working, bring your lunch!
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MORE IDLEWILD!

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering
The Presbyterian Women fall gathering will be held Tuesday,
September 19 at the church. It begins at 11:00 a.m. Lunch will be
served. It’s a kick-off to this year’s new study, as well as a time of
fellowship. All women are encouraged to attend.

Death Matters: A Common Table Discussion
Family Fellowships
There are two regular fellowship gatherings:
one for families with at least one child JK/4
years or younger, and one for families of
SK-5th–grade children. There is no agenda
other than to enjoy good company amidst
the busyness of raising little ones. If you
would like to host a gathering, contact Caitlin
C. Bomar, cbomar@idlewildchurch.org.

Death is a complicated, often avoided topic in our culture. In these three sessions,
issues such as a theological understanding of death, assisted suicide, and preparing
well for our own deaths will be discussed. Meetings are at the church, 4:00-6:00
on September 24, October 1 & October 8. Child care available. Please RSVP to
Brenda Harris, brenda@idlewildchurch.org.

Sept. 22: Families of SK-5th graders
get together at the home of Kathryn
and Jim Gilliland (69 Albans Fairway)
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Please RSVP
and bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Sept. 24: Plan to stay after church for
the Fall Potluck! It starts after the
11:00 worship service, and there will
be plenty of child-friendly activities.
Sept. 30: The monthly fellowship for
young families (JK and under) will be
hosted by Meghan and Ben Clark (134
Grove Park Circle) from 5:00 to
6:30 p.m. It will be a tailgate themed
party. Please RSVP, bring a side dish or
dessert to share, and come dressed
supporting your favorite sports team!

Twelve middle schoolers enjoyed QUEST 24 Hours at Camp Pinecrest, where they
experienced a team-building ropes course, games, a lesson on seeing others through
God’s eyes, and sorting food at the Moscow Food Bank. Pictured: (back row) Whit,
Richard, Lauren, Katye, Reid, Sadie, Phillip & Dara (leader); (front row) Bailey
(leader), Andrew, Cal, Webb, Clark, and Annabelle.

Parents In The Know
A special class called In the Know will
be held Sunday morning, Sept. 10. If
you are the parent of a child in 5th
grade or below and want to know
what’s going on in Children’s Ministry,
come and find out! Caitlin C. Bomar
will lead the discussion on special
events throughout the year, fellowship
opportunities, and ways parents can
get involved in the exciting things God
is up to through children’s ministry.
The class is 9:40-10:40 in the T.K.
Young Room. Come with questions —
and expect to walk away encouraged!

Created by God: Exploring God's Gift of Sexuality
A gathering for 6th–7th graders & their parents
Youth and children’s ministries are hosting this gathering in an effort to help
preteens and parents address the topic of God’s good gift of sexuality in a safe,
shame-free environment. The event is for 6th-7th graders and their parents on
Friday, Sept. 15, 5:30-8:30 in the Harlan Room. Please RSVP by Sept. 1 to Director
of Children's Ministry Caitlin C. Bomar at cbomar@idlewildchurch.org.

The CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWSLETTER is emailed monthly
to parents of 5th graders and under. If you aren't already receiving
the newsletter and would like to, please contact Caitlin Bomar.
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Transitions in Our Church Family
Baptized In The Faith

New Members

Alisha D. Boone

Alisha & Brian Boone

Scarlett Lydia Boone

(Scarlett Lydia)
Alisha by profession of faith
Brian by declaration of faith

daughter of Brian & Alisha Boone
Alma June Hamilton

daughter of
Anna & Daniel Hamilton
Brandon Lee Walker
Mara Layne Walker

daughter of
August & Brandon Walker

New Babies
Gladney Grey McCann

daughter of
John & Laura Gray McCann
born August 22, 2017
Anderson Patrick Murphy
Heidi Ella Murphy

son and daughter of
Patrick & Kristen Murphy
born July 11, 2017
Henry McCormick Zanca

son of Peter & Elizabeth Zanca
born June 22, 2017

Weddings
Laura Russell & Gina Lopez

June 3, 2017
Stuart McClure & Natalie Baskin

June 10, 2017
Bailey Wilson & Doug Vitez

June 17, 2017
Amanda Crowder & Jeff Myers

July 15, 2017
Alexis Gregg & Evan Buckner

(Sloane & Mae)
by letter from Covenant Presbyterian
Deborah Coleman

by reaffirmation of faith
Ashley & Elliot Davis

(Reese Suzanne)
Ashley by reaffirmation of faith
Elliot by affirmation of faith
Laurel Dolan

by letter from Laguna Presbyterian,
Laguna, California
by reaffirmation of faith
Anna & Daniel Hamilton

(Alma June)
by reaffirmation of faith
Jon & Tess Huwe

by reaffirmation of faith
Sophie Jones

by reaffirmation of faith
Angela Ladner

(Max)
by affirmation of faith
Sally Lester

by reaffirmation of faith
Katherine Martin

by reaffirmation of faith
Chris Parker

by affirmation of faith
Pete & Tracey Sanders

by letter from Fourth
Presbyterian, Greenville, S.C.

Loss In Our Church Family

by reaffirmation of faith

Julie Sparkman
John Tower

Sept. 5, 1934 – May 24, 2017

by reaffirmation of faith

Eugene C. Reynolds

August & Brandon Walker

Oct. 20, 1921 – May 26, 2017
Ruth Moore

April 27, 1922 – June 10, 2017

Restored To The Roll
Bennie D. Howie
Terry Howie

Sept 4 ............................................. Labor Day
Sept 9 ...............................Soccer Games Begin
Sept 9-10 ............ Women’s ChristCare Retreat
Sept 10................... First/Second Sunday Lunch
Sept 10.......................... Building Plans Update
Sept 10................. “In the Know” Parents Class
Sept 10.......................... Choir Leaders Concert
Sept 10.........Outflix “A Million Happy Nows”
Sept 14.................................. Chimes Deadline
Sept 15................... Created by God Gathering
Sept 16.............................. Mini-Strikers Begins
Sept 19................................ PW Fall Gathering
Sept 22 ............................ Ghana Team Leaves
Sept 22 ..................... SK–5th Family Gathering
Sept 24 .................................... Church Potluck
Sept 24 ....................... Gay-Straight Fellowship
Sept 24 ................................... Common Table
Sept 30 ............. Fellowship for Young Families
Oct 1......................NaCoMe Registration ends
Oct 1.............................................Blood Drive

Mike & Shannon Hall

August 19, 2017

Margaret Smith Latham
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Benjamin & Meghan Clark

Dates to remember

(Mara)
August by affirmation of faith
Brandon by profession of faith

Dismissed
Lois Ruleman & Allan Ruleman, Jr.
Elise Ruleman

to Christ United Methodist Church

BLOOD MOBILE
SUNDAY, OCT 1

Committee Meetings
Meetings were scheduled as of August 22.
Please check with your committee chair or
the church office if you have questions.
Sept 6........ 5:00pm...................... Nominations
Sept 6 ....... 5:30pm........................Stewardship
Sept 10 .....12:15pm ........................... Diaconate
Sept 11....... 6:00pm..........Congregational Care
Sept 12 ...... 5:00pm............... Worship & Music
Sept 12 ...... 6:00pm.................... Adult Ministry
Sept 13 ...... 8:00am ...........Building Committee
Sept 13 ..... 11:00am ............ Nurture Leadership
Sept 13 ...... 5:00pm...................... Nominations
Sept 13 ...... 5:30pm...............Budget & Finance
Sept 17 .....12:30pm.............Children’s Ministry
Sept 18 ...... 6:30pm......................... Evangelism
Sept 19 .....10:00am .... PW Coordinating Team
Sept 19 ....... 1:00pm........ PW Bible Moderators
Sept 20 ..... 5:00pm...................... Nominations
Sept 20 ..... 6:30pm................................ Session
Sept 27 ..... 5:00pm............House & Properties
Sept 27 .... 5:00pm...................... Nominations
Sept 28 ..... 8:00am ............................ Personnel

This Month’s Very Special Clean Water Mission Trip to Ghana
Over a billion people in the world do not have reasonable access to safe drinking water. That’s 1 in 7 people whose only option
is to drink contaminated water. Eighty percent of all illnesses in the developing world can be attributed to unsafe water, and
contaminated water is the #1 killer of children worldwide—more than AIDS, more
than malaria. Every 60 seconds, a child dies from a preventable waterborne disease.
The statistics are staggering, and behind them are names and faces and stories
intimately known by God.
From September 22 through October 3, our clean water team will travel to Ghana
to install a water purification system. This will be the eighth system installed by
Idlewild since 2006—a long-term project which has involved a total of 21 Idlewild
members. This year’s team members are Forrest and Shari Gross, Jim Levernier, and
Steve and Chalmers Valentine.
This trip is especially poignant for the team, as they will be joined by Living Waters for the World instructors and tasked with
training their Ghanian partners, who will in turn train other Ghanians. The shift will not only empower the local people, but will
make the systems more sustainable, ultimately granting clean water access to more people.
This is sacred work, sustained not only by those who will be in Ghana, but by each of us who pray for them, their Ghanian
partners, and the fruit of their work. Please join us in prayer. If you’re interested in learning more or discovering how you can
participate in the future, please get touch with Shari Gross (sgross@idlewildchurch.org).

Gifts to the Church
Memorials
Congratulations to Kendra Hotz, who was selected to be the first
holder of the newly created Robert R. Waller Chair in Population
Health at Rhodes College.

We offer condolences in these deaths in our extended church family:
James Sims, grandfather of Preston Battle
Carrie Faulk, sister of Terry Howie
J.C. Smith, stepfather of Barbara Hyde
Alex Adair, son of Azalee Stone
Patricia Davidson, grandmother of Caroline & Jack Wellford
Jim Wilkinson, father of Kristin Wescott

Got news? Send info to Jenni Brooks at jbrooks@idlewildchurch.org.

Volunteer Opportunities
Backpacks for Kids has regular volunteers who meet at the Food
Bank once a week to fill backpacks, then deliver them to
Brewster Elementary on Fridays. If you're interested in being part
of this ministry, contact Erin Simpson, erintsimpson@gmail.com.
Adopt-A-School tutors and readers have been helping out at
Idlewild Elementary School for 20 years! Find out how you can
make a difference in a child’s life. Contact Kathy James at 405-5332
or kjames@barton.edu.
The meals team prepares and delivers food for members who
need temporary assistance. Meals are prepared with dietary and
scheduling needs in mind. If you would like to be a part of the
team please contact Erin Simpson at erintsimpson@gmail.com.

DANA BURKETT
Eva Brooks
Bert H. Burkett
James & Anne Davis
Gail Glasgow
Brenda Ibarra
Gloria Jones
Emily Jordan
Carolynn Lam
Shirley Lee
Patty Leach
Delilah Navarrette
Darrin Pfannenstiel
Bill, Gloria & Jeff Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sicuro
Claudia Smith
David Terrell
LOUISE CANNON
Mary Lou Adams
Mr. & Mrs. John Healy
Dr. & Mrs. E.J. Spiotta, Sr.
Lois, Allan, & Elise Ruleman
PEGGY LATHAM
EJ Baird
Carol Beachey & Don Voth
Kirk & Anne Craig Bobo
Dot & Dick Fisher
Bill & Julia Gibbons
Jim & Lucia Gilliland
Jean James
Bob & Mary Loeb
Retha Moore
Maizie Rhea
Charles & Susan Schadt
Gretchen Turley
Judge Harry Wellford
Page & Gail Williamson
Betty Anne Wilson
STOVA McFADDEN
Lucy & Tom Lee

GENE REYNOLDS
Mary Lou Adams
Corrine & Bob Adrian
EJ Baird
Regina Benson
Milton & Anne Brown
Dot & Dick Fisher
Bill & Julia Gibbons
Jean James
Retha Moore
Meredith Pritchartt
Maizie Rhea
Celia Ridley
Charles & Susan Schadt
Elinor G. Thompson
Beverly & Terry Trojan
Nancy & Phil Wedemeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wiley
Betsy & Preston Wilson
Betty Anne Wilson
SUZY SATTERFIELD
Lois, Allan, & Elise Ruleman
BOB SCHROEDER
Mark & Melissa Baginski
Jayne & Kyle Creson
Peggy & Bill Carrington Jones
Lois, Allan & Elise Ruleman
GWIN C. SCOTT II
Allen Cox III
BETTY STEWART
Lois, Allan & Elise Ruleman
CHUCK WINTERS
Lois, Allan, & Elise Ruleman

Honoraria
DEE DEE & LARRY BRYAN
Dot & Dick Fisher
KATHY & SAM LOVE
Lucy & Tom Lee
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The Dedication Ceremony for CAFE at Idlewild and Milla’s House

The Children And Family Enrichment (CAFE) Center at Idlewild and the Kemmons Wilson Family Center for Good Grief, Milla’s
House, were officially opened July 26 with a ceremony in the sanctuary. Among those leading the ceremony: Angela Hamblen
Kelly, Center for Good Grief director; Jason Little, Baptist Memorial Health Care's president and CEO; Margaret Burnett, Idlewild
Associate Pastor/Executive Director of CAFE; and Kirsten King, moderator of the Presbytery of the Mid-South. We are honored to
be a part of these and other programs that support families and children in our community. (Photos courtesy of Reg Udouj Sr.)
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