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AMENDED AND RESTATED BYLAWS 

OF 

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH OF NEWHALL  

(A NONPROFIT RELIGIOUS CORPORATION) 

 

 

These Bylaws (these “Bylaws”) govern the affairs of Grace Baptist Church of Newhall, a nonprofit 

corporation (the “Church”) organized under the California Nonprofit Religious Corporation Law (the “Act”). 

 

ARTICLE 1 

OFFICES 

 

1.01. Principal Office. The principal office of the Church in the State of California shall be located at 

22833 Copper Hill Drive, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. The Church may have such other offices as the Board of 

Elders may determine. The Board of Elders may change the location of any office of the Church. 

 

1.02. Registered Agent. The Church shall comply with the requirements of the Act and maintain an 

agent for service of process in California. The Board of Elders may change the agent for service of process in its 

discretion. 

  

ARTICLE 2 

NONPROFIT PURPOSES 

 

2.01. Tax Exemption. This Church is organized exclusively for one or more of the purposes as 

specified in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), including, for 

such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under Section 

501(c)(3) of the Code. Specifically, this Church shall be organized and operated exclusively:  (a) as a church as 

described in Section 170(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Code; and (b) for religious purposes within the meaning of Section 

501(c)(3) of the Code.  

 

2.02. Statement of Faith. Our Church exists to make and multiply Christ-followers who magnify the 

glory of God. To accomplish this mission, our Church strives to teach and model God’s Word in the power of 

the Spirit, engaging in the world as agents of transformation. Our Church adopts the following Statement of 

Faith: 

 

(a) The Bible: We believe that the sixty-six books of the Bible are God’s inspired revelation 

to man. They are the very word of God, without error, completely authoritative, essential, sufficient and 

trustworthy, and constitute the only infallible rule for truth and life. It is our constant privilege to read, 

study, teach, obey, and model God’s word in order to be truthful and loving ambassadors for Christ to 

our world. Psalm 19:7-14; 2 Timothy 3:15,17; 2 Peter 1:20; 2 Peter 3:14-16; Matthew 5:18; John 10:35; 

1 Thessalonians 2:13; John 17:17; Hebrews 4:12;: John 19:36-37; Romans 9:17, 10:11, 11:2 

 

(b) The Triune God: We believe there is only one God, eternally existing in three equally 

divine Persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Our God is an intelligent, 

spiritual, and knowable personal being. He is infinite and unchanging in all His attributes. He is 

supremely powerful and knows all things exhaustively in one eternal moment, including the free future 
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decisions of all humanity. Genesis 1:1; 1 Kings 18:39; Psa. 100:3; 115:1-3 Matthew 28:19,20; Acts 

5:3,4; John 1:1, 14, 18; John 8:58, 59; 10:31-33; Isaiah 46:8-11; Ephesians 1:9-11; Daniel 4:34, 35; 

Romans 11:33-36 

 

(c) God the Father: We believe God the Father is the creator and sustainer of all things. He 

is infinitely good, perfectly holy, and boundless in His love. He is a loving Father, always available to 

those who, through faith in Christ, call upon Him in truth. Having brought all creation into existence 

through His word, He is sovereign over all things so that, ultimately, His purpose will be fulfilled and 

His glory fully displayed. Psalm 145:8,9; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Genesis 1:1; Ephesians 1:4-6; 3:9; 4:6; 

Psalm 103:19; Romans 11:33-36; Romans 8:14, 15; 2 Corinthians 6:18 Ephesians 1:11; 1 Chronicles 

29:11; Habakkuk 1:12; Psalm 50:14,15; Matthew 11:28-30; John 6:38, 42; 8:38-47; 1 Peter 1:14-16; 1 

John 3:1-3; John 1:11-13; Galatians 4:5; Hebrews 12:5-9 

 

(d) God the Son: We believe that Jesus Christ is God the Son through whom all things were 

created and now are held together. He is fully human and fully divine. He was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He took on all human attributes, yet lived a sinless life. He gave over 

the independent use of His divine attributes to the Father, but retained His divine essence. He died on the 

cross as a vicarious substitute for all believers, rose from the dead, and ascended to the right hand of 

God where He intercedes for His people. He now dwells in all Christ-followers as their Lord and Savior. 

He will return one day in power and glory to judge the world and consummate His redemptive mission. 

John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1,2; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 2:9; Isaiah 7:14; 

Matthew 1:23-25; Luke 1:26-35; John 1:14, 18; Psalm 2:7-9; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:29; Hebrews 7:25, 26; 

9:24; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Colossians 1:27; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Peter 3:11-13; Revelation 20:1-6; Isaiah 9:6,7 

 

(e) God the Holy Spirit: We believe that God the Spirit was sent by the Father and the Son to 

glorify Jesus Christ. He convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment. By His 

powerful and mysterious work He regenerates spiritually dead sinners through the Gospel, awakening 

them to repentance and faith. In Him they are baptized into union with Christ and His body, the Church. 

By the Spirit’s power, believers are illuminated, sanctified, comforted, and adopted into God’s family 

and gifted for service. God the Spirit indwells and fills each Christ-follower for godly living and is the 

seal of their promised inheritance. John 14:16, 17, 26; 16:7, 8, 13, 14, 15; Romans 8:9, 11, 14; 1 

Corinthians 2:13,14; Ephesians 4:30; Galatians 4:6; 1 Peter 4:10,11; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6; Romans 

15:16 

 

(f) Mankind: We believe mankind is the special creation of God, intentionally designed as 

male and female to bear His image as the crowning work of his creation. Adam and Eve were created 

without sin to worship God in obedience, care for His creation, and populate the world with 

worshippers. Through Adam’s sinful act they failed and brought death into the world. All human beings 

inherit a sin nature from Adam and are alienated from God due to sin’s pervasive corruption. Though 

God's eternal attributes and divine power are clearly seen in creation, sinful humanity suppresses that 

truth in their unrighteousness. They are spiritually blind, and both unwilling and unable to see the light 

of the Gospel apart from the regenerating power of God. As those who bear His image, all humanity 

stands in relationship to Him, either in belief, obedience and humble worship, resulting in eternal life, or 

in unbelief, rejection and rebellion, resulting in eternal punishment. Genesis 1:26-28; 5:1; James 3:8,9; 

Genesis 2:15, 16; 3:17-19; Romans 1:18-20; 3:23; 5:12-14; 8:8; Ephesians 2:1-3; 2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 

John 3:16; Matthew 25:44-48; Revelation 20:12-14; 2 Peter 3:11-13 
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(g) Salvation: We believe that salvation from the wrath of God for sin is accomplished by 

God the Spirit through the Gospel. This salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in the promises 

of God concerning the work of Christ alone. All who repent of their sins and place their faith in God the 

Son are brought from death into life, adopted into God’s family, indwelt by God the Spirit, and kept by 

God the Father eternally. John 3:36; 16:8; Romans 1:16, 17; 8:9; Ephesians 2:4-10; Titus 3:5; John 1:11-

13; Acts 16:31; 1 Peter 1:3, 4; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:22; Proverbs 3:5,6; John 5:24; Romans 8:9-

11; Ephesians 1:13,14; John 10:27-29; Romans 8:31-39 

 

(h) The Gospel: We believe the Gospel is the great news that God will save sinners from the 

eternal judgment they deserve through the life, death, and resurrection of God the Son when they repent 

of their sins and turn in faith alone to follow Him. Mark 1:14,15; Romans 1:16,17; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; 

Acts 2:37-39; 4:12; Romans 6:1-11; 10:9 -17; Luke 9:23 

 

(i) The Church: We believe that all those whom God the Spirit regenerates through the 

Gospel are immediately brought into union with God the Son and become part of His body, the universal 

church. As a local representation of the universal church, our Church is united with Christ-followers 

everywhere under the Lordship of God the Son. We celebrate our union with Christ and our unity with 

one another by observing baptism and the Lord's Supper. The church of which Christ is the Head is 

distinguished by an unswerving commitment to God’s truth and a vibrant love for God, one another, and 

the world. The church lives to show the world the power of God’s transforming grace through the gospel 

and through their unity, love, and service. Ephesians 1:4; Romans 8:1; 12:5; Acts 2:41; Ephesians 1:22, 

23; 3:10; 4:3; 5:23,24; Colossians 1:24; 4:15; Galatians 1:1, 2; Matthew 16:18; 1 Timothy 3:14,15; 

Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:34; 15:12-17; 1 Timothy 1:5, 19; 

4:6,7; 6:20; 2 Timothy 1:13,14; 2:15; 4:1,2 

 

(j) Last Things: We believe that God will bring all things to their appropriate end for His 

glory at the right time. God the Son will return, visibly and bodily as He promised. The dead will be 

raised, and every account settled. For those in Christ, the reward will be eternal life in the new heaven 

and new earth. But eternal conscious punishment in hell will be the just sentence for all those who reject 

God’s gracious offer of salvation. Isaiah 46:8-10; Ephesians 1:11; Mark 8:38; Mark 14:62; Philippians 

3:20, 21; 2 Peter 3:9-13; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:22-27 

 

2.03. Additional Spiritual Statements and Policies. The Board of Elders has the sole authority to 

interpret scripture on behalf the Church. The Board of Elders, in its sole discretion, may adopt additional 

interpretive statements on matters of faith. Such interpretive statements shall be the official position of the 

Church, regardless of whether they are included in these Bylaws or are adopted as part of an external Church 

policy or manual. 

 

2.04. Minister Recognition.  The Church may license, commission or ordain individuals into the 

ministry under qualifications and requirements adopted by the Board of Elders. The Board of Elders shall adopt 

requirements for any candidate who desires to be recognized by the Church as a minister. The Church may 

discipline or revoke ministers holding credentials issued by under standards and procedures approved by the 

Board of Elders. 
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2.05. Affiliation. The Church may engage in such voluntary affiliations with other spiritually like-

minded churches or conventions or associations of churches as may be determined from time to time by the 

Board of Elders. 

 

ARTICLE 3 

MEMBERS 

 

3.01. Membership Eligibility. The membership of the Church shall be open to all those who profess a 

faith in Jesus Christ, are baptized by immersion after faith (or by such other method as may be approved by the 

Board of Elders on account of the particular circumstances affecting the person to be baptized), are at least 

eighteen (18) years of age, and who voluntarily subscribe to the Church’s Statement of Faith, any other Church 

policies regarding faith and spirituality, and these Bylaws. 

 

3.02. Procedure for Admission to Membership. The Board of Elders shall have the right and authority 

to determine the eligibility and acceptability of all applicants for membership through a process of its choosing. 

Those approved for membership by the Board of Elders shall be received into the Church publicly at any of its 

regular services, and their names added to the Church membership roll. No applicant for membership shall be 

accepted as a Member within 30 days before an annual business meeting or within 10 days before a special 

business meeting.  

 

3.03. Dues. No dues or assessments shall be placed on Members. 

 

3.04. Resignation. Any Member may resign by delivering a written resignation to the Secretary or 

Chairman. 

 

3.05. Discipline, Removal and Restoration.  The Board of Elders shall from time to time adopt policies 

and procedures for the discipline, removal and restoration of Members. 

 

3.06. Annual Meeting. An annual meeting of the Members shall be held at such place, date and time as 

the Board of Elders shall determine. At the Annual Meeting, the Members shall conduct such business as may 

be properly considered.  

 

3.07. Special Meetings. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman, the Senior Pastor, the Board 

of Elders, or a written request signed by five percent (5%) of the Members. 

 

3.08. Notice of Meetings.  Written notice of meetings of Members shall be provided to each Member 

at least fourteen (14) days before the time fixed for holding the meeting. Notice of any meeting of Members 

shall specify the place, the day and the hour of meeting, any other specific information required by these 

Bylaws and, in case of a special meeting, the general nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

3.09. Quorum and Voting. Ten percent (10%) of the Members represented in person or by written 

ballot at any properly noticed meeting shall constitute a quorum. The vote of a majority of the Members 

represented and voting at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be sufficient to constitute the act of the 

Members unless the act of a greater number is required by law or these Bylaws.   

 

3.10 Proxies.  Member voting by proxy is prohibited. 
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3.11. Action by Ballot of Members Without Meeting. Any action required or permitted to be taken by 

the Members may be taken without a meeting if the written ballot of every Member is generally solicited, if the 

required number of signed approvals in writing or by E-Mail (setting forth the action so taken) is received, and 

the approval by written ballot pursuant to this Section shall be valid only when the number of ballots cast on or 

before the time the ballots must be returned to be counted equals or exceeds the quorum required to be present 

at a meeting authorizing the action, and the number of approvals equals or exceeds the number of votes that 

would be required to approve at a meeting at which the total number of votes cast was the same as the number 

of ballots cast. 

  

3.12. Approval of Specific Decisions by Members. Approval of the Members is required for the 

following decisions:  

 

(a) Following the recommendation of the Board of Elders, the Members must approve the 

Church’s annual budget;  

 

(b) Following the recommendation of the Board of Elders, the Members must approve the 

election of new Elders; 

 

(c) Following the recommendation of the Board of Elders, the Members must approve the 

hiring of a Senior Pastor 

 

(d) Following the recommendation of the Board of Elders, the Members must approve a 

transaction that would incur indebtedness, whether unsecured or secured by personal property; provided 

that the foregoing shall exclude credit card indebtedness incurred in the ordinary course of operations of 

the Church in accordance with policies established from time to time by the Board of Elders; 

 

(e) Following the recommendation of the Board of Elders, the Members must approve the 

purchase, sale or encumbrance of real estate owned by the Church;  

 

(f) Following recommendation of the Board of Elders, the Members must approve (i) any 

sale of all or substantially all of the assets of the Church (Section 9631 of the Act), (ii) any merger of the 

Church with any corporation or other business entity (Section 9640 of the Act), and (iii) any dissolution 

of the Church (Section 9680 of the Act); and 

 

(g) Following the recommendation of the Board of Elders, the Members must approve 

amending, repealing, or replacing these Bylaws. 

 

The actions described in Section 3.12(a)-(g) require an affirmative vote of seventy-five percent (75%) of the 

Members present or represented at any duly called meeting or written ballot.  

 

ARTICLE 4 

BOARD OF ELDERS 

 

4.01. Spiritual Derivation of Authority. It is the conviction of the congregation that the sole source of 

all authority, whether in heaven or on earth, is the God who has spoken in the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. According to the New Testament, the Lord Jesus Christ has all authority in heaven and on earth 



DRAFT  
Revision 6-23-16 

 

 

 

Grace Baptist Church of Newhall – Amended and Restated Bylaws, as adopted on __________.  6 

(Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:18-23; Colossians 2:9-10) and is the supreme authority for the Church in all 

matters. 

 

In the remaining days prior to Jesus’ return to reign over the earth, the local church represents the visible 

expression of His will to mankind. In this regard, the Church relates to Jesus as His body, of which He is the 

head (Ephesians 1:22-23). The New Testament teaches that while all believers are of equal worth to God and 

have equal access to Him for personal guidance and provision (Galatians 3:26-28), the corporate oversight and 

direction of the Church is mediated by Christ through a plurality of godly servants. These men are called Elders 

and are responsible to lead in the power of the Spirit of Christ and according to His Word (1 & 2 Timothy; 

Titus; 1 Peter). Therefore, the authority of the Elders is derived from their reflection of Christ’s character and 

obedience to the Scriptures (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-3). The Elders are called by Christ to 

sacrificially shepherd (John 10:11-15) the flock of God, leading primarily by example (1 Peter 5:1-3) as 

servants (Matthew 20:25-28).  The congregation is called to be subject to their Elders (1 Peter 5:5), to obey and 

submit to their leaders (Hebrews 13:17), and to appreciate those who labor on their behalf (1 Thessalonians 

5:12-13).  

 

4.02. Qualifications of Elders. All Elders shall (i) be at least eighteen (18) years of age, (ii) be 

biblically qualified as described in 1Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9, and 1 Peter 5:1-3, (iii) exemplify the general 

biblical call to Christ-like character, and (iv) and be a member of the Church in good standing. For purposes of 

clarity, it is understood that an elder serving the Church shall not be deemed to be an Elder on the Board of 

Elders unless specifically elected to do so.  The Board of Elders shall make periodic evaluations of each Elder 

to assure that each continues to maintain the above qualifications. 

 

4.03. Number and Tenure of Elders. The powers of the Church shall be exercised by or under the 

authority of, and the property, business and affairs of the Church shall be managed under the direction of a 

Board of Elders, of not less than three (3) with the actual number of Elders to be determined by the Board of 

Elders from time to time; provided that the number of Elders shall not be decreased to less than three (3). The 

Chairman and Senior Pastor shall be Elders and count towards the number authorized under this provision. A 

minimum of two-thirds of the Board of Elders shall be laypersons. Elders shall serve as long as the 

qualifications listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9, and 1 Peter 5:1-3 are met.  A periodic evaluation of 

individual elders shall take place to ensure that all elders remain biblically qualified.  Each Elder shall serve 

until his resignation, removal, legal incapacity, or death.   

 

4.04. Management. Subject to the restrictions set forth in Section 3.12 of these Bylaws, the Board of 

Elders shall manage the affairs of the Church. The terms “Board of Elders” and “Elders” shall have the same 

respective meanings as “Board of Directors” and “Directors” as used in the Act and each of such terms may be 

used interchangeably. 

 

4.05. Nomination of Elders. From time to time, the Board of Elders shall adopt procedures for (a) the 

identification, screening and nomination of potential elders of the Church and (b) the nomination of elders to 

serve on the Board of Elders. 

 

4.06. Election of Elders. Any man who meets the biblical qualifications for the office of elder and who 

has been duly nominated may be elected as an Elder. New Elders must be elected by the vote of the Board of 

Elders and approved by the Members pursuant to Section 3.12(b) of these Bylaws.   
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4.07. Vacancies. Vacancies on the Board of Elders shall exist upon: (a) the death, resignation, or 

removal of any Elder; (b) an increase in the authorized number of Elders; or (c) the failure of the Elders to elect, 

and (if applicable) the Members to approve, the full authorized number of Elders to be voted for at any annual, 

regular, or special meeting at which (or on any written ballot on which) any Elder is to be elected and/or 

approved. The Board of Elders may declare the office of an Elder vacant if a court adjudges the Elder 

incompetent, is convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, or does not accept the office of Elder, in writing 

or by attending a meeting of the Board of Elders, within thirty (30) days’ notice of election. Any vacancy 

occurring in the Board of Elders, and any Elder position to be filled due to an increase in the number of Elders, 

shall be filled in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 4.05 and 4.06 of these Bylaws.  Vacancies 

reducing the number of Elders to less than three (3) shall be filled before the transaction of any other business. 

 

4.08. Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the Elders shall be held on the first Wednesday in 

January at 6:30 p.m., at the principal office of the Church, unless the Board notifies the Elders otherwise. The 

annual meeting of the Board of Elders may be held as described in this paragraph without notice other than 

these Bylaws.  

 

4.09. Regular Meeting. The Board of Elders may provide for regular meetings by resolution stating the 

time and place of such meetings. The meetings may be held either within or outside of State of California. No 

notice of regular meetings of the Board is required other than a resolution of the Board of Elders stating the time 

and place of meetings.  

 

4.10. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Board of Elders may be called by or at the request of 

the Chairman, the Senior Pastor or any two Elders. A person or persons authorized to call special meetings of 

the Board of Elders may fix any place within California as the place for holding a special meeting. The person 

or persons calling a special meeting shall notify the Secretary of the information required to be included in the 

notice of the meeting. The Secretary shall give notice to the Elders as required in these Bylaws.  

 

4.11. Action by Consent of Board Without Meeting. Any action required or permitted to be taken by 

the Board of Elders may be taken without a meeting, and with the same force and effect as a unanimous vote of 

Elders, if all members of the Board consent in writing or by E-Mail to the action. Such consent may be given 

individually or collectively. 

 

4.12. Notice. Written or printed notice of any special meeting of the Board of Elders shall be delivered 

to each Elder not less than two (2) nor more than sixty (60) days before the date of the meeting. The notice shall 

state the place, day, and time of the meeting, who called the meeting, and the purpose or purposes for which the 

meeting is called.  

 

4.13. Quorum. A majority of the number of Elders then in office shall constitute a quorum for the 

transaction of business at any meeting of the Board of Elders. The Elders present at a duly called or held 

meeting at which a quorum is present may continue to transact business even if enough Elders leave the meeting 

so that less than a quorum remains. However, no action may be approved without the vote of at least a majority 

(or any greater number required by these Bylaws) of the number of Elders required to constitute a quorum. If a 

quorum is present at no time during a meeting, a majority of the Elders present may adjourn and reconvene the 

meeting one time without further notice. 

 

4.14. Conduct of Meetings; Electronic Participation. At every meeting of the Board of Elders, the 

Chairman, shall preside, and if not, the Vice-Chairman. The person presiding at the meeting may appoint a staff 
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person to administer the agenda at the meeting.  The Secretary of the Church shall act as secretary of the 

meeting. When the Secretary is absent from any meeting, the Chairman, or the person presiding, may appoint 

any person to act as secretary of the meeting. Elders may participate in a meeting through use of conference 

telephone, electronic video screen communication, or electronic transmission by and to the corporation. 

Participation in a meeting through use of conference telephone or electronic video screen communication 

pursuant to this section constitutes presence in person at that meeting as long as all Elders participating in the 

meeting are able to hear one another. 

 

4.15. Powers of Board of Elders. In addition to the powers and authorities expressly conferred by these 

Bylaws upon them and subject to the restrictions set forth in Section 3.12 of these Bylaws, the Board of Elders 

may exercise all such powers of the Church and do all such lawful acts and things as are not otherwise directed 

or required to be exercised or done by statute, the Articles of Incorporation, or these Bylaws. 

 

4.16. Discharge of Duties. Elders shall discharge their duties, including any duties as committee 

members, in good faith, with ordinary care, and in a manner they reasonably believe to be in the best interest of 

the Church. Ordinary care is care that ordinarily prudent persons in similar positions would exercise under 

similar circumstances. In the discharge of any duty imposed or power conferred on Elders, they may in good 

faith rely on information, opinions, reports, or statements, including financial statements and other financial 

data, concerning the Church or another person that were prepared or presented by a variety of persons, 

including officers and employees of the Church, professional advisors or experts such as accountants or 

attorneys. An Elder is not relying in good faith if the Elder has knowledge concerning a matter in question that 

renders reliance unwarranted.  

 

Elders are not deemed to have the duties of trustees of a trust with respect to the Church or with respect 

to any property held or administered by the Church, including property that may be subject to restrictions 

imposed by the donor or transferor of the property.  

 

4.17. Delegation of Duties. Elders are entitled to select advisors and delegate duties and 

responsibilities to them, such as the full power and authority to purchase or otherwise acquire stocks, bonds, 

securities, and other investments on behalf of the Church; and to sell, transfer, or otherwise dispose of the 

Church's assets and properties at a time and for a consideration that the advisor deems appropriate. The Elders 

have no liability for actions taken or omitted by the advisor if the Board of Elders acts in good faith and with 

ordinary care in selecting the advisor. The Board of Elders may remove or replace the advisor, with or without 

cause.  

 

4.18. Proxies. Voting by proxy is prohibited by members of the Board of Elders.  

 

4.19. Compensation. Elders may not receive salaries for their services on the Board of Elders. An 

Elder may serve the Church in any other capacity and receive compensation for those services. An Elder may be 

reimbursed for the reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by him to attend a Board meeting.  

 

4.20. Removal of Elders. The Board of Elders may vote to remove any Elder who fails to maintain the 

qualifications set forth in Section 4.03 of these Bylaws. A meeting to consider the removal of an Elder may be 

called, with notice given to the Board members. The notice of the meeting shall state that the issue of possible 

removal of the Elder will be on the agenda. An Elder may be removed by the affirmative vote of a majority of 

the Board of Elders.  
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4.21. Resignation of Elders. Any Elder may resign at any time by giving written notice to the Board of 

Elders, the Chairman, or the Secretary. Such resignation shall take effect at the time specified in the notice, and, 

unless otherwise specified in the notice, the acceptance of such resignation shall not be necessary to make it 

effective.  

 

 

4.22. Advisory Board. The Board of Elders may elect advisory directors as they see fit. The Advisory 

Board shall have not have the right to vote, but may attend Board of Elders meetings and participate in the 

discussions at the discretion of the Board of Elders. 

 

ARTICLE 5 

OFFICERS 

 

5.01. Officer Positions. The officers of the Church shall be a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, a Senior 

Pastor, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. The Board of Elders may create additional officer positions, define the 

authority and duties of each such position, and elect or appoint persons to fill the positions. Any two or more 

offices may be held by the same person, save and except that no person serving as the Secretary or the 

Treasurer may concurrently serve as the Chairman or the Senior Pastor. 

 

5.02.  General Duties. All officers and agents of the Church, as between themselves and the Church, 

shall have such authority, perform such duties, and manage the Church as may be provided in these Bylaws or 

as may be determined by resolution of the Board of Elders not inconsistent with these Bylaws. 

 

5.03.  Election and Term of Office. The Board of Elders at its regular annual meeting shall elect the 

officers of the Church. If the election of officers is not held at this meeting, the election shall be held as soon 

thereafter as conveniently possible. Each officer shall hold office until a successor is duly selected and 

qualified. An officer may be elected to succeed himself or herself in the same office.  

 

5.04. Removal. The Board of Elders, with or without good cause, may remove any officer elected or 

appointed by the Board of Elders. The removal of an officer shall be without prejudice to the contract rights, if 

any, of the officer.  

 

5.05.  Resignation. Any officer may resign at any time by giving written notice to the Board of Elders, 

the Chairman, or the Secretary. Such resignation shall take effect at the time specified in the notice, and, unless 

otherwise specified in the notice, the acceptance of such resignation shall not be necessary to make it effective. 

Such resignation shall be without prejudice to the contract rights, if any, of the Church. 

 

5.06.  Vacancies. The Board of Elders may fill the vacancy in any office for the unexpired portion of 

that officer’s term.  

 

5.07.  Chairman. The Chairman shall be a member of the Board of Elders.  The Chairman shall, if 

present, preside at all meetings of the Members and of the Board of Elders, and exercise and perform other 

powers and duties as may be from time to time assigned to him by the Board of Elders or prescribed by these 

Bylaws. The Chairman may execute any deeds, mortgages, bonds, contracts, or other instruments that the Board 

of Elders or (if applicable) Members have authorized to be executed. However, the Chairman may not execute 

instruments on behalf of the Church if this power is expressly delegated to another officer or agent of the 

Church by the Board of Elders, these Bylaws, or statute.  
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5.08.  Vice-Chairman. When the Chairman is absent, is unable to act, or refuses to act, the Vice-

Chairman may perform the duties of the Chairman. When the Vice-Chairman acts in place of the Chairman, the 

Vice-Chairman shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the Chairman. The Vice-

Chairman shall perform other duties as may from time to time be assigned by the Chairman or the Board of 

Elders.  

 

5.09. Senior Pastor. Subject to supervisory powers, if any, as may be given by the Board of Elders to 

the Chairman, the Senior Pastor shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Church and shall, subject to the 

control of the Board of Elders, have general supervision, direction, and control of the activities and employees 

of the Church.  In the absence of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, the Senior Pastor shall preside at all 

meetings of the Board of Elders.  The Senior Pastor shall be ex-officio a member of all the standing committees, 

including the Executive Committee, if any, and shall have the general powers and duties of management usually 

vested in the office of a president of a corporation, and shall have other powers and duties as may be prescribed 

from time to time by the Board of Elders or these Bylaws. 

 

5.10. Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall, or shall supervise others who shall:  

 

(a) Have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds and securities of the Church.  

 

(b) Receive and give receipts for moneys due and payable to the Church from any source.  

 

(c) Deposit all moneys in the name of the Church in banks, trust companies, or other 

depositaries as provided in these Bylaws or as directed by the Board of Elders or the Chairman.  

 

(d) Write checks and disburse funds to discharge obligations of the Church.  

 

(e) Maintain the financial books and records of the Church. 

 

(f) Prepare financial reports at least annually. 

 

(g) Perform other duties as assigned by the Senior Pastor or by the Board of Elders.  

 

(h) If required by the Board of Elders, give a bond for the faithful discharge of his or her 

duties in a sum and with a surety as determined by the Board of Elders.  

 

(i) Perform all the duties incident to the office of Treasurer.  

 

5.11. Secretary. The Secretary shall, or shall supervise others who shall:  

 

(a) Give all notices as provided in these Bylaws or as required by law.  

 

(b) Take minutes of the meetings of the Members and of the Board of Elders and keep the 

minutes as part of the corporate records.  

 

(c) Maintain custody of the corporate records of the Church.  
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(d) Keep a register of the mailing address of each Elder, officer, Member, and employee of 

the Church.  

 

(e) Perform duties as assigned by the Senior Pastor or by the Board of Elders.  

 

(f) Perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary.  

 

5.12. Assistant Officers. The Board of Elders may appoint one or more Assistant Secretaries and one 

or more Assistant Treasurers. Each Assistant Secretary and each Assistant Treasurer shall hold office for such 

period as the Board of Elders may prescribe. Any Assistant Secretary may perform any of the duties or exercise 

any of the powers of the Secretary or otherwise as occasion may require in the administration of the business 

and affairs of the Church, and any Assistant Treasurer may perform any of the duties or exercise any of the 

powers of the Treasurer at the request or in the absence or disability of the Treasurer or otherwise as occasion 

may require in the administration of the business and affairs of the Church. Each Assistant Secretary and each 

Assistant Treasurer shall perform such other duties and/or exercise such other powers, if any, as the Board of 

Elders shall prescribe. To establish the authority of an Assistant Secretary or an Assistant Treasurer to take any 

action on behalf of the Church in place of the Secretary or the Treasurer, as the case may be, it shall not be 

necessary to furnish proof of any request by, or of the absence or disability of, the Secretary or Treasurer or any 

other Assistant Secretary or Assistant Treasurer, respectively. 

 

5.13. Salaries. The salaries of Church staff shall be fixed by, or in accordance with the directions of, 

the Board of Elders. All salaries shall be reasonable compensation for services rendered or to be rendered to the 

Church. 

 

5.14. Disallowed Payments. Any payments made to an officer of the Church such as a salary, 

commission, bonus, interest or rent, or expense reimbursement incurred by him, which is disallowed in whole or 

in part as an acceptable expense by the Internal Revenue Service, shall be reimbursed by such officer to the 

Church to the full extent of such disallowance. It shall be the duty of the Board of Elders to enforce payment of 

each such amount disallowed. 

 

ARTICLE 6 

COMMITTEES 

 

6.01. Establishment of Committees. The Board of Elders may adopt a resolution establishing one or 

more committees delegating specified authority to a committee, and appointing or removing members of a 

committee. A committee shall include two or more Elders and may include persons who are not Elders. If the 

Board of Elders delegates any of its authority to a committee, the members of the committee shall consist solely 

of Elders. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no committee shall have the authority of the Board of Elders with 

respect to:  

 

(a) the approval of any action for which the California Nonprofit Religious Corporation Law 

also requires Members' approval;  

 

(b) the filling of vacancies on the Board of Elders or on any committee which has the 

authority of the Board of Elders;  

 

(c) the fixing of any compensation for Elders serving on the Board or on any committee;  
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(d) the amendment or repeal of Bylaws or the adoption of new Bylaws;  

 

(e) the amendment or repeal of any resolution of the Board of Elders which by its express 

terms is not so amendable or repealable; or 

 

(f) the appointment of other committees of the Board or the members thereof.  

 

Any committee may be designated an Executive Committee or by another name as the Board of Elders 

shall specify.  The Board of Elders shall have the power to prescribe the manner in which proceedings of any 

committee shall be conducted.  In the absence of any prescription, the committee shall have the power to 

prescribe the manner in which its proceedings shall be conducted.  Unless the Board of Elders or the committee 

shall otherwise provide, the regular and special meetings and other actions of any committee shall be governed 

by the provision of this Article 4 applicable to meetings and actions of the Board of Elders.  Minutes shall be 

kept of each meeting of each committee.  

 

ARTICLE 7 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE CHURCH 

 

7.01. Contracts. The Board of Elders may authorize any officer or agent of the Church to enter into a 

contract or execute and deliver any instrument in the name of and on behalf of the Church. This authority may 

be limited to a specific contract or instrument or it may extend to any number and type of possible contracts and 

instruments.  

 

7.02. Deposits. All funds of the Church shall be deposited to the credit of the Church in banks, trust 

companies, or other depositaries that the Board of Elders selects.  

 

7.03. Receipt of Money and Property. The Church shall receive all monies, other properties, or both, 

transferred to it for the purposes for which the Church was formed (as shown by the Articles of Incorporation 

and these Bylaws).  However, nothing contained herein shall require the Board of Elders to accept or receive 

any money or property of any kind if it shall determine in its discretion that receipt of the money or property is 

contrary to the expressed purposes of the Church as shown by the Articles of Incorporation and these Bylaws. 

 

7.04. Loans and Related Parties. The Church shall not make any loan to any lay Elder of the Church.  

 

ARTICLE 8 

BOOKS AND RECORDS 

 

8.01. Required Books and Records. The Church shall keep correct and complete books and records of 

accounts. The Church's books and records shall include:  

 

(a) A file-endorsed copy of the Articles of Incorporation, and any articles of amendment, 

restated articles, articles of merger, and articles of consolidation;  

 

(b) A copy of these Bylaws, and any amended versions or amendments to these Bylaws;  
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(c) Minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Elders, and committees having any of the 

authority of the Board of Elders;  

 

(d) A list of the names, addresses and (if any) classes of membership of the Members of the 

Church;  

 

(e) A financial statement showing the assets, liabilities, and net worth of the Church at the 

end of the three most recent fiscal years;  

 

(f) A financial statement showing the income and expenses of the Church for the most recent 

fiscal year;  

 

(g) All rulings, letters, and other documents relating to the Church's federal, state, and local 

tax status; and   

 

(h) The Church's federal, state, and local information or income tax returns for each of the 

Church's three most recent tax years.  

 

8.02. Inspection. Every Elder shall have the right at any reasonable time to inspect all books, records, 

documents of every kind, and the physical properties of the Church for a purpose related to the person's interest 

as an Elder.  Any Member may review the accounting books and records, and minutes of proceedings of the 

Members, the Board of Elders and committees of the Board of Elders, for a purpose reasonably related to the 

Member's interest as a member. Any other person entitled by applicable law to inspect and copy the Church's 

books and records may do so. Any Member or other person entitled to inspect the Church's books and records 

may do so at a reasonable time no later than required by Internal Revenue Service Regulations or the Act 

(whichever is longer) after the Church's receipt of a proper written request. The Board of Elders may establish 

reasonable fees for copying the Church's books and records by Members or other persons. The fees may cover 

the cost of materials and labor, but may not exceed the Internal Revenue Service guidelines for providing 

copies. The Church shall receive and respond as required by Internal Revenue Service guidelines to requests 

from the legitimate, requesting public for copies of documents required by the Internal Revenue Service to be 

made available to the public. 

 

ARTICLE 9 

INDEMNIFICATION 

 

The Church shall have the power to indemnify any person who is or was acting as an agent of the 

Church to the full extent provided in Section 9246 of the Act or any successor statute thereof. 

 

ARTICLE 10 

NOTICES  

 

10.01. Notices. Any notice required or permitted by these Bylaws to be given to a Member, an Elder, an 

officer, or a member of a committee of the Church may be given in any manner allowed by the Act or these 

Bylaws, including without limitation personally, by electronic transmission, by mail or other means of written 

communication, posting at the principal office of the Church, or publication at least once in the Grace Weekly 

or any other regular publication of the Church for general distribution to Members and attendees of the Church. 
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An affidavit of giving of any notice in accordance with the provisions of this section, executed by the Secretary 

or an Assistant Secretary shall be prima facie evidence of the giving of the notice.  

 

10.02. Signed Waiver of Notice. Whenever any notice is required to be given under the provisions of 

the Act or under the provisions of the Articles of Incorporation or these Bylaws, a waiver in writing signed by a 

person entitled to receive a notice shall be deemed equivalent to the giving of the notice. A waiver of notice 

shall be effective whether signed before or after the time stated in the notice being waived.  

 

10.03. Waiver of Notice by Attendance. Attendance of a person at a meeting shall constitute a waiver of 

notice of and presence at such meeting, except when the person objects, at the beginning of the meeting, to the 

transaction of any business because the meeting is not lawfully called or convened and except that attendance at 

a meeting is not a waiver of any right to object to the consideration of matters required by law or these Bylaws 

to be included in the notice but not so included, if such objection is expressly made at the meeting. 

 

ARTICLE 11 

AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS 

 

The sole discretion to propose amendment, repeal, or replacement of these Bylaws lies with the Board of 

Elders. Any such proposal approved by the Board of Elders shall then be presented to the Members for approval 

in accordance with Section 3.12(g) of these Bylaws. The notice of any meeting at which (or the text of any 

written ballot pursuant to which) these Bylaws are proposed to amended, repealed, or replaced shall include the 

text of the proposed Bylaw provisions as well as the text of any existing provisions proposed to be amended, 

repealed, or replaced and shall be published to the Members for at least fourteen (14) days prior to any such 

meeting. Alternatively, the notice may include a fair summary of those provisions.  

  

 

  

ARTICLE 12 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  

 

12.01. Legal Authorities Governing Construction of Bylaws. These Bylaws shall be construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of California. All references in these Bylaws to statutes, regulations, or 

other sources of legal authority shall refer to the authorities cited, or their successors, as they may be amended 

from time to time.  

 

12.02. Legal Construction. If any Bylaw provision is held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable in any 

respect, the invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision and these Bylaws shall 

be construed as if the invalid, illegal, or unenforceable provision had not been included in these Bylaws.  

 

12.03. Headings. The headings used in these Bylaws are used for convenience and shall not be 

considered in construing the terms of these Bylaws.  

 

12.04. Electronic Signatures. To the fullest extent permitted by the Act and other law, electronic 

signatures (such as e-mail) of Elders, officers and committee members, as between each other or each of them 

and the Church, shall constitute the valid signature of the person for purposes of obtaining consents or other 

matters prescribed by these Bylaws, unless an Elder or officer submits a written refusal to conduct any or 

certain transactions by electronic means. 
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12.05. Power of Attorney. A person may execute any instrument related to the Church by means of a 

power of attorney if an original executed copy of the power of attorney is provided to the Secretary of the 

Church to be kept with the Church records.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 

 

I hereby certify that I am duly elected and acting Secretary of GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH OF 

NEWHALL and that the foregoing Bylaws, comprised of eighteen (18) pages, constitute the Bylaws of said 

Church as duly adopted on ___________________________. 

 

DATED: _______________________ 

 

  [Signature] 

 [Typed Name] 

Secretary of the Church 

 

 

 

 

 

  


