
	

SERMON QUESTIONS • WEEK 1 
 
This weekend we kicked off our new series, Pulling Weeds. Weeds are a powerful metaphor for 

things that pop up in our lives and crowd out what God wants to grow in and through us. You 

don’t have to plant or cultivate them. In Matthew 13, Jesus told the Parable of the Sower. Later, 

His disciples asked for an explanation. Listen to what Jesus says: 

 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their 

heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone 

who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a 

short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The 

seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and 

the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the seed falling on good soil 

refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, 

yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

 

The first weed is something called “Fear.” 

• When was a time you saw fear either keep you from doing something or caused you to do 

something you later regretted? What did you learn? 

 

• What are some ways people deal with fear that either don’t work or make it even worse? 

 

READ LUKE 8:22-25. More than 100 times in Scripture we read that God said, “Do not be afraid” or 

“Fear not.” 

• Why do you think God keeps reminding people not to fear? 

 

• Have you ever felt like Jesus had “fallen asleep” in the middle of your storms? 

 



	

SERMON QUESTIONS • WEEK 1 (continued) 
 
Luke tells us AFTER Jesus calms the storm the disciples experience some strange emotions. In 

“fear and amazement” they asked an important question. It is really the main question that anyone 

can ask. “Who is this man?” We quickly discover that the pivotal moment that drives our fear isn’t 

the absence of danger; it is the presence of Jesus. 

•    Are you facing a storm right now that has you overwhelmed? How do you need to change 

your approach in your storm after reading this passage? 

 

 

READ ROMANS 8:14-17. 

• How does it impact our fear to know that God has adopted us and invited us to call Him 

“Abba,” which is the Aramaic word for Daddy? Even if our earthly fathers left something to 

be desired in their parenting, God offers to fill that void. 

 

 

• How does it change our view of fear knowing that God’s Spirit lives in us and sets us free 

from the control of fear? 

 

READ 1 JOHN 4:17-19. The word John uses for fear is the Greek word “phobos.” We get our word 

phobia from it. But the word I want to encourage you to camp on is the word “perfect.” It shows 

up twice in this verse. First, John has built a picture of how Jesus offers a perfected love. The 

power of that picture is that it shows how God invades our fears with that perfected love and 

brings a perfection that drives out fear like light drives out darkness. The moment the light is 

turned on, darkness is gone. God is not looking to just “pull weeds” in your life but to create new 

pathways for Jesus to overcome our fears in life. 

• As you reflect on this weekend’s message, where does God’s love need to perfect you? 

 

 

• What new discipline will you put in place to remind yourself of God’s love when fear is 

either triggered or starts creeping back into your life? 

 


